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THE 
Ts piſtle. Dedicatory., 


| To the Worſvigfal Robert Savety, 4nd Whk 7 
| \ Ham Satay Slade, Eiuer 


| + 

|  REISF Friends. ; 
T: hath been long ſince oblery? , Fhat 
. the World below, is-a Glaſs to. 
> the World above ; Seculum oft ſpeculuys. 


bros Bree 
SUN, | 


A en "X | ETD $ + 
Phe Epiſtle DeFcmory. 


being firſt cloathed in fome apt Timilitude, 


and ſo-repreſentedto the fenſe. 'And'there- 


fore. Jeſus Chriſt the great Prophet, delight- 


ed much in reaching by: Parable; and the J 


- -Prophets: wefe much-in'this wayAlfo, Hof 

' 1210," 1 bave uſed ſimilitudes by the mintitry 
of the Prophets. "Thoſe that can -reqgin little 
of a Sermon, yet ordinarily retain an apt $t- 


| militude. 


 Iconfels it.is an humbling Conſideration, 


{ That Man, who-at firſt*was led: by- the | 
' knowledge of God'to the knowledge of the 
YF Creature, muſt now by the Creatures learn 
| -toknow'God. That the Creatures {as one 
* faith) like 'Bal/axr?s Als, . ſhould reach their 


J Maſter. - Butthough this be the unkappineſs 

of poor 'Man. in his collapſed tate, yet it is 
- now his wiſdom to. improve'ſuch helps ; 
and.whilft others, by the abuſe. of the Crea- 
tures, are furthering their Perdition, to be, by 
the Spiritual Improvement of them; promot- 


| ing:our owt. Salvation. 


x It's an excellent Art to diſcourſe with 
'$ Birds, Beafts and Fiſhes, about ſublime and 
3 ſpiritual Subjects, and-make them anſwer to 
£ our'queſtions ; yet this my be'done, Job: 3 2. 


T 7;8. Ask now the Beaſts, and" they ſhall teach 


£ fhees and the Fowles of the Air," and they 
F ſbakl tell thee; or ſpeak to the Eurth, and it 
: | A 


3 ſhall | 


T 
bs 7 


it "pip Dedicate 


Pal teach thee , and the Fiſhes of the Sea 4 
tbel declare 8604 thee. "That is ( faith-neat !' 
P . and accurate Carl) the Crea- * | 
agen 10 tures teachus-when wethink of « 
them 3 © They teach us, though not formal- © 
« ly, yet-virtually ; they anſwer and reſolve- © 
*y e queſtion put to. them, though not ex- 
« plicitely to the Ear, yet convincingly to. 
rhe Coon Sothen, \., vo FFD 
*© tures, W diligent con{ider t 
* when we ſearch, out he Perſections and 
= Virtwes that God hath- put into or ſtampt 
upon them. - To fet our i coined thus upon. 
» the Creature, is to.diſcourſe with the Crea- 
< ture; the queſtions which Man asks of a 
« Peaft, are only his own Meditations, A- 
6. gain, the Creatures.teach us 3 when we in 
+ Meditation make _ out ColleQions , and 
< draw down a demonſtration of the Power, 
<« Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. of God in making 
&« them, or of nctel of Man in needing 
«them : Such Conclutions and Inferences, | 
&« are the tea For Oe | 
Mmon (faith ano- } 
Sag ther) may be improved two. | 
ways; viz. In af GLIcs, and in-a 
| Repreſentative way ; by reafoning from. | 
- them, and by viewing ay reſemblance that 
\ - b berwixt them and\ſpiritual matters. we 
po IF, 


Ms 1 0 FM at - , 


, hopes are hidden, light is ſown for the righ- - : 


The Egiftle Dedicatory. | 
Firſt, In Meditation argue thus, avin the: | 
preſent caſe and fimilitude of the Apoſtle; - 
I an Husbandman upon the ordinary. Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon can wait for the Harveſt,. 
ſhall not I wait for the coming 5f the Lord 2- 
The day of Refreſhing; the Corwis precious- 
to him, and ſo is the coming of Chriſt to 
me. Shall he be fo patienr, and endure fo 
much for a little Corn ? and not I for the: 
in of Heaven? He is willing to ſtay 

till all cauſes have had their operations, till- 

he hath received the former and the-latter- 

Rain, and ſhall not I, till the Divine Decrees- 

be accompliſhed ? 
y, In- Meditation , make the re-- | 
ijemblance; ant” diſcourſe thus within your- | 
ſelves : * This is my Seed-time,, Heaven 1s» 7 
my Harveſt ; here I muſt-labour andzopl, - 
and there reſt. T ſeethe Husbandmans'Life © 
is a great. toyl ; no excellent. thing can be- 
obtained without labour, and an-obſtinate-- 
patience. -I ſee the Seed muſt be hidden in + -; 
the furrows, rotten and corrupted , ere- it * 
can ſpring forth with any encreaſe: Our © 


teous ; all our comforts are buried under the 
d6ds, and after alk this there muſt be:long: * 
waiting, we cannot-fow and teap' ina day 3” 
effets cannot follow; till all neceſſary cauſes. 

A 4 have, 


The depifte L 
Diwot- a power 


| fnge firſt wrought firſt wrought. 

vsbandmen to ripen Bruits at pleaſure, 
our times-are in'the:hands.gf God, theretere 
-*tis 


tome. ha of-this.heavenly Avt 0 4 
ing! che Ctearures: 
£ > The:Motives inducing me'to 
597 RT - thi undertakement , wag the 
* Eords:&wning; with ſome! _ 
@hs, my labours 'of a"like -nathre, tc 
_ withthe'defire and inclination {( ftirr” 
me, - I hope; by the Spirir of the Lord, 2 
devote my: vacant hours to his ſervice in this 
- | kind,)- Iconfidered; that if the Phariſees in 
a-blind Zeal to a FaCtion, qa wn 
and: Land to-Profelyts Men-to--their 
þ pay: » by. they: njade. them ſevenfole 
dldren of the Devil than before : 
3 a nmbenr more was Tobliged, by true love 
to-Ged;'and zeal tothe Everlaſki ppi- 
WG of Souls, ro-uſe m BY utmoſt en eavours, 
- kathowith Seamen an 
\ them to-Chriſt, and thereby. make rhem 


helare? - Not: to. nention.ocher incourage- 


” tha-earneſt defires of ſome Reverend and 
NM wrey: Brethren inviting; Ga. oy 
| vhich 


to wait 5/  2ongautſering patience 
 _vittreap.the defired-Fruit- '''Fhus ouhave' 


Hm banamen +0 win 
| more than- ſcventy-ſeven fald* happier-than - 
to: this Work; whictI received from - 


- 
MA. 
= ” — 


— 
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be Epiſtle. D-dbatory.. 
which I ws the-event will manifeſt of 
a-Call from God to this Work:: 
I confeſs I met with ſome: diſcooragement 
in-my firſt atrempt, from no nacquainted 
neſs withrural Afairs; ar Lwageo - 
travel in .2- path ( to-me.) Ne 3. byt./ 
having once engaged m it, thaſe diſcourage--+ 
ments were ſoon overcome; and being. now 
brought: to what yau- here. ſee , I offer-£0- 
our hanids theſe firſt Fruits of my. ſpars 
ours. 


F preſume you wall account-it 80 ; 
| ragement, that I dedicate. a'Book of- 


bandry'toGentlemen of your Quality. 'This;s | 
15-Sprretaal” Hurbanary, which 3s here taught - 
you; and yet F muſt tell you, that. great; : 
| Perſons have accounted: that Civil Employ- : 
| ment (which is much-1aferiour to. this },,80. 1 
fy on" rue to them. - The-Kyng hinged» 
| # the field; Beck: 5:9,» Qr as Mony + 
] tanw rok the Hebrew Text, Rexiqg70-fit'* 
. ſervers 'The:King himſdlfis a Seryant iq the-- 
Field.” And: of King Uzz4ah; K 15 Written, « 
|: ( 2Chron 26. 10.) That: he- loud Huchen- - 
» | + dry: And Amos 7. i. ; we read of, the Aangs..} 
Mawings. :. Yea; Pliny hath obſerved, That. 
* Corn was never ſo entfulas Rowe WARE 
|, rhedailo an Tillobthe Land ahie ail dhe 
dreamt "ana 4+ add pexra Laureate: * * 


Pe; 


> ; b. 7 rn 1 Ws n = X k | 
7 . , tha 4 y » >, Ay. , 
- if 4» 5 "= —- 4 'JÞ De Jo" os "7 
Fa i G p y » 
_ » 


4 VOmnere.,  ſeilacet. & aratore triemphuks, As 
th Tan) ngeots bye earth Lau-- 4 
wtareand the Friumphant. Plow-. 


| - Mart... 
% What pleaſure will findin rea 
E know not ; Rag tua eas ing 
| fant; el from firſt 10-laſt;weho. yer have. | 
m—__ far greater expene of tirne and pains | 
Ying it, than you can be in reading. 
F 16 The Husbandmians.work, you know, 1s. 
F nv. calie work, and” the Spircali "It 
furs hath Fer warm retocapranac 
1 dnp Lie fun Los bis Ole 


Nl 


ER or Phe tnckn | 


| a wit gy, by go bang" —ry 


op more Mead bs” 
app i_es —_— as, | 
: tot 
b. Fain Snag contegt 


BP s fie if. 1s ” $ 


How 4G to © 


PEtmnr TY 
ayzan et "—_ 
; Selle & ale, Wings "a ohrnige+ 
your- Souls neares. to: gy wh6o-is the-Centet - 
< of all bleſſed Spirits. How.much will it com-- 
fors.me, and-gogfirm-my that 4t was's 
the Cal of God indeed, which put mME-UPON * 


1- theſe endeavours!- me” 
O-Sirs7 What an excellent. thing 
ofa He eat Oc wi 


ould i 
daily: 


- 
- 


| 4 .pteac þ 
' MyRl - whi 
byabuſing zhem.to So, and fb 
to their Luſts. A-Man may RS tales. 4 


| . a,condition, where canoe enjoy the 


mons., and Dro: EeQtures; which the | 
Creatures here GET and read row 


” me -. ( Ip. Deat ” 


* = 


- direfted, and-theywwill yield you a'ſweet- 
neſs: far i wing that-natural ſweetneſs 
_ youever reliſhed: in ee : an@&indeed, you 
never ule .the .Creatures as.their Lord's all: 
you'come-to {e&50ur L ord,an- and by then. 
Lconfelsrhe: Tabarich Godin the Word 
are tar more excellent, clear and powerful , 
He bath magnified his Werd-dbove dl bis'Name. 
| And theren are. the unſearchable Riches of 
Chrift;: or rich diſeoveries of that Gract that 


{i b: 20 3-4-7 
And if-that whi 95. 6 be known 6f 
* God! by thi-Creatures, leave-Men wirhgut 
excuſe; .as it's manifeſt, Rox, 1..26, How 


. receivedpor only.che teackings of the Crea- 
ture, but alſo the Grace gf the Goſpel inivain! 
How ſhall. we rſe.ipe, if we meglett ja. great ;ſal- 
. . vation? They;that are careleſs-4n the: day 
E Jadgmer. ſhall be ECT. 2. [an Day of 
' lam Si ſenbblecf many defefs.; 4n a theſs. Pas 
| pers, ( as well as.in my. ſelf; .) they have 


| doubtleſs a. taſter of the: diſtraRions of the 


Times wh were written 5:-D0r; Was 


4 


hom to o theſe Spiritual ends 'you are here 


larh. no footſteps in. nature, as the Apoſtles 
Wo 


' inexcuſeable then will choſe be, who have 


 L;willing -to keep.them ſo long under-harid, | 
| ni ky anficxathocs a | 


; $£*.% 
4 - 


—— = 


| SY 
we 


. 
—— — — ———— 


{uch- a"fubje& 0 aſs ro _ handled; did 


We v4 


he * Epritl | Fu ory... 


Had I deſigned my own Credit, 
1 Roula have- obſerved that Counſel— 
Nonnumque prewataur in annum, (4.e') To 
have kept it much longer under the File, 
before Lhad expoſe& it ro publickwview ;/ but 
I rather inclined to Sefomer 'sCounſgl, What-. 
ever thy hand findf'out to do,"te it with ial «4 
mig 1 dvr there 1s no wiſt 0m, nor knowlede 
nor 601 Hee whether" thou art Fox: 
a ;"Ecclel. 9. 1 

6+ dppichendeti;w neceſſivy: of ſome fuch 
means to be uſed,” for: the inſtfiQiognand:? 
conviction-of Countrey: Cn whoeither ©. 
are aot-capable of underftan Truthin 
another DialeQ;,or- at-leaſt, -ars' on 
with it.- 'Fhe* ſition in eve 


confiſts of -an atom 1 in £4 fs an 
wherein, if I have failed m-vofing} "Ls 


The:Reflecians CoM, odfan ea.bo » 
Rn vw * 


ill farkfally: improves: 
 yoabde ſhut”! pp: every: Chapter with © a: 


Pins an 1 innocent Bait'to catch the. Readers ,. 
| That: k 


7 
- 
CY 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
That of Herbert is experimentally true. 


A Verſe may find hims char & Sermon flies, . 
And turn Delight into « Sacrifice. 


I ſhould never have been perſwaded ( ef- | 
pecially. in this ſcri Age, wherem we: 


| raky complain with the 
Scribimas indotts, ts, dotttq ; poemata puſſim, ) 


To haveſet my dull Fancy upon theRack 
., to cxtort a Poem to entertain. my- Reader 3 
| for. Leantot fay with Onid, Sponte fun car- 
| men, Oc. but that I have been informed, that ? 
. _— men induced by the pleaſure of a 


Fm wk Comp by Fear ;andT tge | 
| 08785 1 

i both tho-Children at home,and . 

* inthe: Fields, will: 102g to ling 
ſelves this way alſo. ©, how much better = 


will it be ſoco do, hemp} reg | 
- ries- with obſcene- Ballads, a 
which n= In Meads, { dif) 

3 a, coragion? Bos f 


| | corruption/ 
8 Vlames you will find 
| tendency... 


Songs, Y 


The Epiith Dedicatory.. 


' Tis guilt, not Poetry, to-be like thoſe | 
Whoſe Wit in Verſe, ss downright” fin in Proſe... 


+ Whoſe ſtudies are Prophaneneſs, as if then 
\ 1:hey only were good Poets , when bad-men. 4 


D. Digs. . - 


;  Tfhall add'no-more, but to beg that God+- * 
| who: inftrufteth the Husbandman in his ci> * 
vil Calling, to teach him: wiſdom ſpiritually. 
to improve-1t ; and particularly, that-you. 
may reap a Crop of much Spiritual Benefit, © | 
\ from that Seed which is heze ſown by the - 
_—_ the Lordsunprofitable Servant, and** : 
i , A | 


Tour very Aﬀettionate  *  *; 


Friend and Servant, 

4 , 4 
 Jokn Plavek. 4 
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| TO THE.” 


- Chriſta READER. 


Were are-three things wherein ou p 
hath beew ſaid, long before je" 
Hg exerciſe. of Cning ach 


ur, Temptation, Meditation:;, Me- 
- Ira» # 4 _ 


of this f ollowing Manuel. 
*"Bhe Objett-o he Subj of ou ix. twofold; . Fir, 
| \The Wor br ra TheW orks of God. The 


2 z0d- are twofold.” Fir; Of Creation. Se 
> condly, Of Providence. The Works of mew 
ence are likewiſe wor . Firit, In thing 
58 Evil, the Lord ofa ouer-ruling all t 
et and Motions 
u Nations, ip:ie ſubſerviency to-hir-own moſt 
WEndey Deſins and Purpoſes. Secondly, In 
ps Natnrih; thedgord-inftrufting the Hus- 
wamay to diſcretYon; and aching fv how to 
Dreſs and Till the Earth, 
he Sower, and Bread to the Eater ; as alſo 
y to:breed ap. and __ the Beafts of ;r 
Fiet 


.- Works of "God are- two Firſt,” Internal. 
$-.'Secondl hb. wal. Fes Exctermel Works of 


f- pe Perſons, F amilies - 


that it may give Seed 


P— 


nat P— > —— , 


| 


To' the" Chriſtiatd Reader. 


Field, both-greater and leſſer Cattel, for the uſt 
and rote * Man. - 

Meditation upon this lower part of the Works 
of God, and his wonderful Providences about 1 
them, may raiſe onr Souls very high; and while - 
we wiſely conſider” theſe natural things, we may. . 
row more and more wiſe, in and for Spirits 


and Etermuls. 
'Fhe worthy and: ingenuous Author of the en< 
fan” Pia applied, us with an ex- 
for the & Splicing ' the Provi- 
adential Srks Gb, i AA. ing, by y 
Meditations 5 Y chiefly want oe bo th 


Holy Spirit ( without which,all other 


| p helpersare altogether afeſicandfamants _ | 


ar hearts, for this both profitable and delights 
Play; yt help which the Lord © pleaſed 


give us for our direttion in'it, by the Mini- 


| bo of Man, is not only,.not-to 'be refuſed, but 


pnu6/ ap received and-improved ; and all little 
enough to bring our- minds to., or keep them at 
this work :- The beſt of Saints (0 this (ide Hea- 
ven.) have (though they 


heavy clog at their heels," or 4. weight at their 
hearts, preſſeth them down whe) they would make 
an eſſay to' mount upward in Meditation. We 
find ut no eaſie matter to keep off earthly thoughts, 


when we' are moſt ſeriouſly engaged in heavenly 
"ork 5 


are mot earthly-mind- © 
4d) much Earth in their minds ; which like 4. 


>.the | Ch If 8 Re: Jer. ” 
Work ; how hard is it then 10 get in, PIPY 


> fixed upon heavenly T age, while we are eu- 
3 gazed about earthly Wark ; yea, are ( for ſo « 
the Hbandman ) the wery earth, 


6” raking in the Bowels of tt. "Tis great part of 
\  #ur holineſs to be ſpiritaally-minded, while we are 
”  towverſing with God through Jeſms Chriſt in 
Spiritiee!* Daties ; but to be ſpiritualipminaea, 


ena fo mind pn Things, when we are con- 
Cay, bro clots of the Earth, axd the f 
prov Futuna io wa 70 do mith 
aſs, with Trees and Plants, with 
parſe whes we behold the Birds and 
of the Air, the Worms, and ras. 


k pr ten ) ta beſpirit 
bf dt = i end 


"ning Conten $9. ; 
b- py 6 tom | 
wke a Ladder ont of earthly materials as, for the 


raiſing of our ſebves in Sperit ap #0 Heaven; is 
39 of Arts. chef tip; indeed are- 
they | who ( being 0” have learn: 


ed this Art, and live in the daily prattice of it. 


* Earthly Objects uſually hinder a in our way , | 


ſometimes turn us quite out of our way to Hea- 
ven. Many plow anad:ſow, dig 2d delve the ' 


Earth, till their Hearts become us earthly as the | 


"Egth it ſelf. _ dead about the: Brafs of 


the | 


7 


C20 


EY". 


| 


| ſeope of every Chapter into an Elegant Diftich, 


; thoſe vain Ballads 
many of that Rank are apt 'to buy, and ſolace + 


To the Chriftian Reader. n 
the Field, till themſelves become even brutifh* 
Is it not then bleſſed deſign which this Aut | 
aims and drives as, fo to ſpiritualize alt forts, - 
&r the whole compaſs of earthly Husbaniry, that : 
all ſorts of Husbamimen may become Spiritunt - 
and Heavenly? It Jo me & tokew for © 
good, that God hath an por mengli 
ſpecial good ro the Sonls of ſuch ai are by 
A fine winds Flhuchandmen, feting he hath ate 
put it into the Hearts of two faithful Minifters 
( who with "all of that ING, EE 
are Huzhandmen ins figure) to: Me ww 
«nadertake, though in a different rather. 
9), this Subject, ##d to publiſh o 
enero Av garbage As Ao 
vor only for the preſent Aze, but for Poſteviny.” -* 

And the the rf. woe h pi + 
as as profited , in peruſfing t ours Of . * 
this pirbag;n hath, wth x Fon apiNeſ and 


acuteneſs, contrived and contratted the ſum or 


ſome 
Pro. * 
Inch | 


or pair of Verſes, placed at the head of it, gnd © 
concluded it with a choice melodious Poem ſuit- 
able to, and dilating upon the whole matter of it. © 
Theſe the Husbandman, who can bat read, may” 
gnickly kearn and hug for his ſolace, initead of © 

ana corrupting Rhimes, which: . 


themſelves.withall, withont any benefit, yea, mach 
f0- 


b. To the Chriſtian Reader. i: 
"ta their bart, making in cabld more corrupt , 
carnal aud vain thereby 
bk. Let me add one word. more ro _ the Reaaer. 
{This Bookiof of Mahany' pi iz'd, is not 
\salcalated only for common Huchandman ; 
"Perſons" of any Calling "or. 5 Condition, ma ;y find 
as Author working out ſuch ſearching refcti 
- 08. and rong Convittions, from almoſt every | 
Part. and particular Gr Huchandmans work, | 
* | a\ mf (prove, if faithfu ron very ofe- I 
2H fot fo Few yuta, ſome" for their awake ro | 
4 — £0 Flora whether in Grace 
| Ame 


| Gran ys fo ehiy pro |; 
-$ the Is hi = 3h may 20 ont. with L7 
or feat TE e gracious purpoſes, is the heart's | 2 
and prayer of him, who.ts, L 

| Chriſtian Reader, 7 

pa F: 

: * A fincere Well-wiſher'to- 7 
IP has Ate tn hgh 1- 
$1 2Þs tal Soul, x 
JOSEPH CARIL. # 

1 


To 


25 


Mr. John"Flavel 
vigation | ant! 


| 

L To fig bt, and tate all ſuch as would not dain. 
++ Std him the'Seas great Soveraign, 
Helaich'd bis little Pigace, 2nd-begans © 
T” attaque the waſſals.of Leviathan  - 
© Auſpicious gales ſelling! bis: winged Sails, 
* Þþ Searches all Creeks, and.every Bark: he! hails. - . 
- 47 bat ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſt afford, 
| Which this brave Pinace bath x ney 5 
And what among our yigddles ſome.might count, | 
| #5 ſeen at once at Barwick, and the Mount. 


Edterc hath -B r Servant given, 


Yea, in more Ports bath in one luſtre been, 

Than Hawkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen, 

And Prizes of more worth brought home again, 

Than all the Plate-Fleers of the K ing of my 

| But that which makes the wonder ſwell 

Thoſe whom be took were Beggars all befo 

þ But reſts he here ? No, no, our Friend oth know 

Tis good to have two ſtri ngs unto his Bow. 

| Our rare Amphibion loves not to be pent 
Y'Vithin the bounds of ene poor Ellement. 

| Beſides, the Learned Author underſtood, 

Thi of an-idle hand there comes no good. 


The 


. 


To his .Rtvertiii-wnd "Learned Prin, 


con tis s Spirit N "Y [ 


_ Ky bim thatffiſts the ruffling wintds of beaven: -- 


""" 
o wo 


+ ' Tnduſtrious Spirit, to what a rich account 


| - Was never dreamt 


SEA 


F., /The Law to him no Pulpit doth allow, 
| ÞAndnowhbe cannot Preach, be means to Plow. 
Though Preaching 


ing were a Crime, yet be foreſaw 
oo the Plowman there-could be no Law. 

or 
He 


6he-on reſolves, but out of hand 
| his Teem, plows up the fiubborn Land 
SOWws it with precious' Seed, barrows again 
The tougher clods, takes pleaſure-in-brs pain. 
PFYhilft, Orpheus-like, (obih doth bis Art advance) 
Recks, Fields, and V o8ds, after his pipe do dance. 


. , FVtth thy bleſt Lord, will all theſe Labours mount > 
+ That every nerve of thy beſt Soul doſt Py, mo | 
To further Heavens -. 15g Husbandry. 
T bis kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us, 
by Triptolemus. 
Go, Reader, tern the leaves; and me allow 
. To Pray (whilft at my work) God ſpeed the Plow. 


NICHOLAS WATTS 


In Authoris OPERA 


lth - : Paracelſus and Van-Helmonts Name, 


hk the rude 
| 2: Ts Mariners, 4s : rr | 
unto the Port row. , 
the P Plowman, 2 Wk their top to know ©; 
"at Duties Leno God, Man o fog 


Trl cb, hr 0 Pry 


| Dom forges to Crown the Labourer, 
Sic raptim canit, 
; DAN. CONDY; © -- 
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To his Reverend: and .Invaluable- Friend 


Mr. T.F. o* a his Hub Oe \ 
liz'd, 1 


> 24+ : . ,"X 
% 
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þ adorn, doth rp es ine | 

ie grain will yield mmcreaſe, it's tex times ten, 
the Earths ManuP dby y ſuch Hubendmen, 

muy exped rich Haegelts, and full Crop 
Heavenly:Dew deſcendeth in ſuch <4 

+ Spiritual rain, to water every Field, 

: gt full beaps of Grace to God may : yield. 

it adore'the Wiſdom of that God 

og F makes Men wiſe, who, even. from a clo#® 

"Of Earth, can raiſe ſuch Heavenly Meditation 

lo @ 7 of chk elevation, 

oodneſs of the Lord, 
be COEY wo, 


& uo = : WW”, . 0 by . | 
. _ . - : yy - % 4 F bY : oW pn 
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or gh Enblenc d> 
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 Intends more plainly to dr 


.Þ the Shadows, would ; 
Sh 7 $her ade then 


o ah 
& < _ 
.* 


EEE repre 


na pall con 


lance you ſee, 
, one 7 Tag 
droulge her mitede...* 
ally 49% ſee the Thin' 
Tee view her 


yy LL 
Yy 
wil 


Ly 


naar as 
in ſore: 4 (4 gay x wal 
Foy mr eics be gronn lex, 


FR 


We have ſome g racious helps yet from the Prefs. 
And bereim ab the World-1 may plainly fee; 
Serwa | be. 


That fai ; 


The Church, py: 
What-ever Men 
Sion, at laſt, wil ve-a we To = 


The wretches® *Muck-worm that from morn to night; 
Labours, as if *twere for an heavenly weight ; 
And, when be bath 22t al'he cany't ' moſt 
Awounts to little move than a oor cruſt 
To feed bis tired Carcafe, if vimfelf”"* 
Have, by bis carking, got a little-Pelf,” 
Leave it be muſt, to one he knows not whom. 
ip phonon muſt come to an eternal doom ;, 
poor 'nepleFtd wretched Soo. 
Tell bim, at 7 rap that be bath play d the-Fook.*. 
But bere he's taught, bow be, before be*dye; . 
May lay up Thee fo for Eternity s 
Wherem be may be rich, yea, much much more 
Thar they +hbat-do poſſeſs whole-mines of Oat. & 
When Earths more worth than. Heaven, and Gold thin 
Then let the Woridling run his brutiſh rate, (Grace; ., 
But not before, unleſs be do'mmtend he 22g 
To meet with Soul-deſtrudtion i in the end. 


: But'] muſt leave him, and return again- 
To gratulate the Anthor for bis pain. 

And bere 1 can't forbear to let des 
To-tell the World oat REG 4 


I 


Wa { 


$- 
%. a l 


geb 6 gr £ain,' 

herein ads a path  eeefnes Ret feng, 
Ty. which indeed, bis skill, appears the more. 
| I might Encomiums give him, Ing 
q nd; "yet. come. very - of what's bjs 
But 7 muſt-not walkin forbidden w hg ot; 
For, they, Pim fure 7 ſit aſe. 
His pious Mind, who doth, and freely. can 
Give all the Praiſe to the great Husbandmas, 
I ho will bis graces in bis Servants own, 
Zut-doth expe@ himſelf to wear the Crown, 

. Farewel, dear Sir, I take my leave, and now, 

1 jy no mare thn this God ſpeed the Ploy 


EDWARD. JEFFER? 
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EPISTLE 


TO. THE: 


; 


Intelligent .Countrey R:E.4DE.R. 


4 Hou haſt here the Fruit of ſome of. * 
my ſpare Hours, which were this -- 
| imployed, when by a ſad Provi- - 
: dence I was thruſt- from the $0- -- 
ciety 'of many dear Friends, into a ſolitary - 
Countrey dwelling, Thope-nonewill envy 
me theſe innocent delights, which I made - 
out of -my. lonely walks, whereby the. Lord t © 
weetned my-olitudes there.. *Tis like tous» 
walt find ſome paſſages:here, that are harm-'- | 
ielly pleaſant ; yet, I aſſure thee;-L kiow of - 
none that-the moſt-Cynice! Reader can cen«... | 
Are, as finfully light and vain. © I muſt ac- * 
Knowledge, to the.Praiſe of God, that I have: - . 
ound ſome of thoſe: (which poſſibly fome of -* 
ny Readers-avill call the lighteſt and maſt + 
B..2... Tiiflag > | 


The 'Epiftle- to the Reader. 
Trifling fubjeAts- of Meditation) to: be the 
Ordinances for Inſtrattion, Canution-andCon- 
ſoletion to my own Soul : yea, ſuch a degres 
of comfort, I do profeſs 'to have found by | 
theſe things, as hath much -endeared the 
Countrey Lite to me, and made me much | 
better to underſtand-that ſaying of Horace, | 
Hhanwhent learn'd it ar School; _ 


Nowiſtine locum-potiorem-rare beato ? x 
jt ubi plus tepeant hymes ? ubi £ration ara?" 

_ Uras, quando te'adſpitiam 7 quandoq; licebit }F 

Nuncveterumlibris nunc ſomno,&inertibus hor-hþ 


Ducereſolictte jucanda oblivio vite. (i... (ti 


What life canwiththe Country life compare? 

Where breath's thepureſt and moſt healthful 
Where vndiſturbd,my ſtudie- Lpurſue; (Air 

>» » And whenl ſleep, bid allmy. cares adiev. | 

5. "Hor Sat. 6þ 


- __ " And what I have found fo beneficial tomy 

 {4lf, I cannot but think may beſo to other 
] aſſyre thee, Reader, Iam not fond of an 
oi theſe conceptions ; and; yet. I think 'T ma 
modeſtly enoughſay, That the emptieſt lea 
1m this Bock,may ſerve for more and bettef 
u'2s than a Meer diverſion, when thou canlf} 
:nd leffure't0: peruſe it. I know, x6 

vs. : - Troubk WH 


* i) 


225 6 7 


. Troubles: and: Cares) are. many; and though 
- your, condition of :Life hath:many innocent 
-- Comforts, and outward Mercies to ſ\weeters - 
© it, yet | believe moſtof you-have found, that 

ancient ſaying of Azacreon experimentally. | 
true. Ex4-'7h #0090 [4 yreylas jautd; 


F 


©. WWW, 9 OI 


Some bitter troubles Countreymen do meet, 
 Wherewith the Lord doth intermis their ſwett.. 


" Þ © The Cares of your' Minds, arecommonly 
' no' leſs-than the Pains of your” Bodits';"'1t 
r-| eoncerns you therefore, to ſweeter what you 
15 eannot avord; and -F know'no- better way © 
for that than what is here direted to. & 4 

© Friends | What” advantages have' you for a 
uF Spiritual Life? Why'may-you fot have two 
irs Harveſts every year? Onetor | your Souls, 
* "another for your Bodies ;-if you could/rhiws: | 
6F learn to. husband' your Husbandry. Me» 
+ thinks Spiritual itations do-even- put 
themſelves upon: you. Husbandmen-of old 
| were -penerally- preſumed to be-ho nt .nd -: 
'+good Men; what elſe means: that ſaying of * 

| Menanaer, 'Ayo&l& tru wore winy@ Sr. 


Profeſs thy ſelf. ap Hachandman, 


Apa wicked too ! believ't that cap. 


What; 


| > Fw Fo — x Sy 4 rs 
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4 What you are godly or wicked, is not for | 
. .-me ( thatam a all rroafiv* gy to. 
determine ; but if you are not godly ,- it's*-- | 
- my. deſire and delign to'make you ſo; and 
' TIcould not think on a more probable 1 means. 
| to accompliſh this honeſt deſign, than what - 
; Thave here uſed. Methinks it ſhould be a 

| Pleaſure to Ju; when you.come weary gut 

. of the. Fields from Plow, or any other La- - 
# bour, to ſit-down in the Evening, andRead 
- that Chapter which concerns that. particular” 
| | buſnes, and refreſh -your Souls even. from 

- that which hath weer:ed your Bodies. Were 
- your Hearts but Heavenly, and more time 
, allowed for Spiritual Husbandry,. your ins - 


our outward Gains not a jot. leſs 3 for if the - 
__ of - Rho] Civil Labours and Im- - 
ns Gees upon. the' pleaſure and 
| will of God {as all that are not Atheiſts do 
| acknowledge ) then certainly, your buſineſs 
can fu -never the. works, for your en- 
-Geavours to pleaſe him, upon whoſe plea- . 
- fure it ſo entirely depends. Lhave many times 

| Iifted up my Heart to Heaven, whillt theſe 


Papers were under my hand, for a ſpecial 
/ Heſio n | 


to .ACCOmpany. them, when the 
40 yours, - If the Lord: ge 


ward Comforts would be much more, and. | 


* 
MA. died. ot Se tes. 
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he Hitoiius tel vs, that > meta 1 


| F-00 from the Sexare, fig! yi 
yas choſen to the - THE Rs 
: ord will ſo bleſs, and ſucceed: Yeſe 

at many of youwill be called Fomk holdi 
ie Plow on Earth, to wear the Crown 


v- 


uy ws 


wall enjoy two m—_ one here, and ano- 
zer hereafter. Would not that be'ſweet? 


wr ſowing Corn in the Fiel 
nates Came to bmn'bare-h 


Her 
urs; 


a | 


we! in Heaven ; which is the fincere bs. - 
re. 0 


Your hearty Well-wiſher. 
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JOHN FLAVEKL:.. 
* © 


Re, 


1 


ah 


+4 5 . - - et att... _—_ a me "% 3 "_ * os % . C4 
— "1 42958 + 4 Re -8 | ITT | 
. w"," 3 

a - 


[a4 
1 


7 RT (of po dey RET. ; YH 
TIPE © 7 110: (} 
Anthor to'the REA DBRz4 i: 


Mc on, whoſe ning. E 1s. do exp ich, F 
"3-4. To bear the way greens dof growvne 4 


| = FU fhew-you how. to make your Tenenlents | 
+ Ten thouſand times more worth, and yet your "Revt 


|. © "Vt rair'd a Farthing ; beve my Reader ſees; *. - 

= +» Away to make bis dead and barren Trees ': 

|. TielSpretions Fruit, bis Sheep, #hough:ne're ſo bad, 

+3 Sear Golden Fleeces, ſuch ye'r Jaſon bad, 

i. - Cncvery thin your gatn ſhall more than double, ig 

»- 4d all this had with far leſs toyl and trouble. 
AMttbinks, I bear thee ſay, this cannot be, 

_ 1' nerebilieve it ; well, Read on, and ſee, A 
Render, hadſt thou Fu ſenſes exercis'd | 
7's judge aright';, were Spiritual things but priz2d 
At their juſt value, thou woutdſt quickly ſay, 

'Tis ſo indeed ; thou wouldſt not £0 thy way 

L *— Lake one that's diſappormted, ana ſo fling, 

# = The Book aſide, 1 thought *rwas ſome ſuch"thing, 

| © Time was when Countrey Chriſtians did afford, 

- ore hours and pains about God's Holy V Ford ; 

' V'Vitneſs the. Man who did moſt gladly pay- hain 

For ſome few Leaves his whole Cart-load of Hay. , [To 
| And time ſhall be when Heavenly Truth that warms Wile 

© + The heart, ſhall he preferr'd before your Farms. Fall g 

.. YFben Holineſs, as Sacred Scripture tells, _ I 

Shall be engraven on the Hor fes Bells. 
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Lord,haſten oa thoſe much deſired times, 
And, to that pnrpoſe, blefs theſe rural Khim. n f 
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1 Cor. 3. 9. 
Te are God's Husbanary. 


HE ſcope and deſign of the followin 
Chapters , being the en 


provement of Husbandry, it will be 


neceſſary by way of Proem, to acquaint,” 
_ Uſe Readerwirth the Foundation and general Ruless*. : 
Jþf this Art in the Scriptures, thereby to progures 


7 


greater reſpect unto, and prevent prey - 
| . = = Phgs \FÞ 
Jainſt Compoſures of this kind, Be. 
Þ. To thisend 1 ſhall entertain the Reader alittle 


PROEM:- 


« 


. 
- 


- 
Py 


i 


Y 


15hile upon what this Scripture affords us, which: . 


I give a fair IntroduQion to the following Diſ- 
Purſe. | 
The Apoltle's ſcope in the context being to 


Corinthians, who inſtead of thankfulneÞ for, 
| G aud 


eck and repreſs the vain-glory and emulation of © 


& v4 
- 


} 
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and an humble and diligent improvement of t! 
excellent Bleſſings of the Miniſtry; turn'd all in! 
vain oftentation and emulation, one preferrir 


_ Paul, an4 another Apcli>s, in the mean time d 


priving themſelves of the Choice Bleſſings th 
might have received from them both. 


To Cure this growing miſchief in the Churche 
he checks their vaniry, and diſcovers the evil 
ſuch praQices ; by ſeveral Arguments, amon; 
which this is one, - 

Te are God's: Husbandry. ' q. d. 


What are ye, but a Field, or plot of ground, 


: " be manured and cultivated for God ? And w 


© 1g 


_ 


+ ofb 
If theWorkmen be diſcouraged in their Labo! 
= is the Field that loſes and ſffers by it ; fo 1Þ Di 
==. the words are a {imilitude, ſerving to illu 
6. = the Relation; 

- W ; | 
 — {Which God's Miniſters have to the Chu 1% 


hath uſed me to 


- - \ 
**. 
$4s* * 


| arg Pa, Apollo, and Cephas, but ſo many Wo 
m 


and Labourers, imployed by God, the gr 


Husbandman, to plant, and water you all ? 


. © If then, you ſhalliglory in ſome, and diſpiſt 
thers, you take the ready way to deprive y 
ſelves of the Bencfits and Mercies you might 
ceive-from the joint Miniſtry of them all. C 

you; you are obliged to bleſs him for the Mini 

C both, an It will be your fin if you diſpile eitl 


Lt Which the Churches have to God. 


I .* 
= 


plant you, and Apollo to w: g 


re; 
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The PROEM. J 
1. The relation bertwixt God and them, is like 
that of an Husbandman to his Ground or Tillage. 
The Greek word ſignifies God's , 
* rablc, or that plot of ground 
which God manures by the Miniſtry yggyos, 
of Paſtors and Teachers. quia a Deo pey 
paſtores, tanquam aruvum excoluntur. Rav, 
2, It ſerves to illuſtrate the relation that the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ſuſtain to the Churches, which 
is like that of the Husbands Servants to him, and 
his Fields, which excellent notion carries in it the 
perpetual neceſſity of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, ( For 
whart Fruit can be expected, where there are none 
to-Till the ground ?)- As alſo the diligence, ac- 
countableneis, and rewards , which theſe La- 


' bourers are to give to, and receive from God, the 


great Husbandman. All runs into this, 

That the Life and Imploymenr of an Husband- 
man, excellently ſhadows forth the relation 
betwixt God and his Chorch,and the relative 
Duties betwixt irs Miniſters and Members. 

| Or more briefly thus, | 

The Church is God's Husbandry, about which 
his Miniſters are imployed. 

I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual method, C in- 

tending no more but a Preface to the following 


. Diſcourſe ) but only open the particulars wherein 
# the reſemblance conſiſts; and then draw ſonre 


I Corrolaries from the whole. The firſt I ſhall 


- 


diſpatch in theſe Twenty Particulars following, 


1, Prop. The Husbandman purchaſes his Fields, 


,and gives a valuable Conſideration for them, Jer. 
32. Þ, 10. FOO M2 


G3 " T_ Red. SO 


==... The PROEM. 
Fed. So hath God purchaſed his Charch with a 
full valuable price, even the precious Blood of his 
"Own Son, Ads 20. 28. Feed the Church of God, 
n hich he hath purchaſed, or. acquired nith his own 
Blood. O dear-bought Inheritance, how much 
.doth this beſpeak its worth > Or rather, the high 
.eſteem God hath of it, ro pay down Blood, and 
ſuch Blood for it 3 never was any . Inheritance 
:bought at ſuch a rate: Every particular Ele& 
perſon, and none but ſuch are comprehended in 
this purchaſe, the reſt ſtil! remain in the Devils 
Tight. Sin made a forfeiture of all to Juſtice, upon 
which Satarentred and took poſſeſſion, and as a 
itrong man armed, ſtil] keeps it in them, Lake 11. 
'21. but vpon payment of this ſum to Juſtice, the 
Ele& ( who only are intended in this purchaſe ) 
paſs over into God's right and propriety, and now | | 
are neither Satans, As 26, 18, nor their own, 1 Þ x 
Cor.6.19. but the Lord's peculiar, 1 Pet. 2.6. And x 
to ſhew how much they are his own, you have twoff » 
poſſeſſrves in one Verſe, Cant. 8. 12. My vineyard,ſ 5, 
which 1s mine 1s before me. Mine, which is mine. 

Prop. Husbandmea divide and ſeparate their 
-own Lands from other mens, they have their LandJ Cc 
L marks and Boundaries, by which propriety is pref to; 
+, Jerved, Deut. 27:17. Prov. 22.28. | hir 

» © © Red. So are the People of God: wonderfullfat 
Feparared, and diſtinguiſht from all the People of 
the Earth, P/al, 4. 3. The Lord hatb ſet apart bin 
that is godly jor bimſelf, and the Lord knoweth who arÞfin; 
bis, 2. Tem. 2. 19. 1t is a ſpecial Act of Grace, tq#t 
be incloſed by God out of the waſte howling Wilfwar 
derneſs of the World, Deut, 33. r6. This = 


d wy 


The PROEM. 5 


did intentionaly, in the decree before the World 
was ; which decree is executed in their Sanctifi- 
cation and Adoption, : 

3. Prop. Corn-fields are carefully fenced by the _ 
Husbandman with Hedges and Ditches, to pi e- 
ſerve their Fruits from Beaſts that would other- 
wiſe overrun and deſtroy them Non minus 
eſt virtus quam querere parta tucri. It is as good 
Husbandry to keep what we have, as to icuic 
more than we had. 

Red. My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a wery 
fruitful bill, and be fenced it, Tja. 5. 1,2. No I- 
keritance is better defended and ſecured, than the 

Lords Inheritance, P/al. 125. 2. . As the mountains- 
are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about +- 
bis people. So careful is he for their ſafery, that he 


createth upon every dwelling place of mount Sion, and. 


, 
1 | pon ber 4ſſembl-es, a cloud and ſmoke by diy, and 
ad | the ſhining of flaming fire by night : for upon all the 
of glory ſhall be a defence, /ſa. 4. 5, Not a particular 
di Saint, but is hedged about and incloſed in arms of 
power and love, Job 1. 10. Thou baſt made a bedge - 
cir} about bjm. The Devil fain would, but by his own 
Confeflion could not, break over that hedge to 
touch Job, till God's permiſſion made a gap for 
him : -Yea, he not only makes an hedge, but a wall 
about them, and that of Fire, Zech. 2. 5. Sets a - 
ward of Angels to encamp round about them that fear 
77; Plal. 34.7. And will not truſt them with a 
ngle guard of Angels neither,though their power. 


oll 
Ce < 


0 
>, tbe great, and love to the Saints as great ; but - 
Wilf watches over them himſelf alſo, //a. 27. 2:3. Sip. 


GoJye unto ber a vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do. 
d C 3 keep 
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keep it, I will water it every moment ; leſt any hurt it, 
] will keep it night and day. 

4. Prop, Ausbandmen carry out their Compoſt; 
to fertilize their Arable ground, they dung ir, 
dreſs ity and keep it in heart; and-in theſe Weſ- 
tern parts are at great- Gharges to bring Lime, 
and Salt-water-Sand to quicken their thin and 
cold Sol, | 

Ked. Lord, let it alone this year alſo, till I ſhall 
aig aboit it and dung it ; and if it bear frus:, well, 
;/, not, cut it down, Luke 13. 8. O the rich dreſſing 
which God beſtows upon his Churches ! they are 
Coſtly Fields indeed, dreſt and fertilized, not only 
by precious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo 
by the Sweat, yea,Blood of theDiſpenſers of themi. 
© You Londoners (ſaith Mr. Lockier in colo/. p. $52.2 
<« are Trees watered choicely indeed ; *tis ſtorie 
« of the Palm-tree, that at its firſt tranſplanting 
© into 7taly,twas watered with Wine,I cannot ſay 
* ({aith he) that you have been ſq watered by me, 
£ {darenot; but this I can humbly and truly ſay, 
' © that if ovr choiceſt Strength and Spirits may be 
-< named inſtead of Water, Wine, or if the. ble[- 
*© fing which hath gone along with theſe Waters, 
<« 2t anytime, hath turned them into Wine, in 
* vigour upon your-Souls.; then hath God by. me, 
<* watered your Roots with Wine. a 

5. Prop, - The Husbandman builds his Hay 
where- he makes bis Purchaſe, dwells upor his 
Land, and frequently viſits -it ; he knows, that 
ſuch as dwell far from their Lands, are not far 
from loſs. 


Red, $0 
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Red. 59 doth God 3 where-cver he plants a 
Church, there doth he fix his Habitation, intending 
there to dwell, Pſal. 46. 5. God 15 in tbe midft o; 
ber, ſhe ſhall not be moved. Thus God came to 
dwell upon his own Fee and Inheritance, in J::4ca, 
Levit. 26.11,12. And 1 wil ſet my Tabernacle a- 
mongſt you, and will be your God, and ye ſh:!l be my 
people. Which Promiſe is again renew'd to his 
Churches of the New Teſtameat, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
And when the Churches ſhall be in their greateſt 
floariſh, and purity, then ſhall there be the fullet 
and molt glorious manifeſtation of the Divine pre- 
ſence among them, Key. 21.3. nd 1 heard a 
great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold the tabernacie 


' of God ts with men, and be will dwell with them, and 


, 

32 

- 
- 
3, 
n 
S, 
11s 
jat 
far 


$0 


be thery God, Hence the Aſſemblies are called, the 
laces of his Feet And there they behold the 
256A of the Lord, Pal. 27, _ 

6. Prop. Husbandmen grudge not at the Coſt 
they are at for their Tillage ; but as they lay our 
vaſt Sums upon it, (©, they do it cheerfully. - 

Red. And now, O mmhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 
men of Juda, judge I pray you, b-twixt me and niy 
omeyatrd; what could bave been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it? And ashe beſtows 
npon his Heritage, the choiceſt Mercies, ſo-he doth 
it with the greateſt cheerfulneſs ; for he ſaith, Jer. 
32.41, 1 will rejoice over tem, to do them good; and 
1 will plant them in this Land aſſuredly, with my 
whole beart, and with my who.e ſoul, It is not the 
giving out of Mercy ( ſaith one ) that grieveth - 
God, but the recoiling of his Mercies back again - 
upon him by the Creatures ingratitude.. 

C4, Te. Prov, 
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7. Prop. When Husbandmen have been at Coſt | 


and Pains about their Husbandry,they expe fruit 
from it, an{werable to their-pains and expences a- 
bout it : Behold ( ſaith James) the Husbandman 
w.zitcth for the precious fruits of the Earth, Jam. 5.7. 

Fed. And be looked that it ſhould bring forth fruit, 
T{z. 5.2. This heavenly Husbandman waits for 
the Eruits of his Fields alſo ; never did any Hus- 


bandman long for the deſired Harveſt, more than } 


Gud doth for the fruits of Holineſs from his 

<:ints; great are the expeQations of God from his 
people : 4nd when the time of the fruit drew neaf, 
Le fent his fervants to the Husbandmen, that they 
might recerve the fruits of it. 

8. Prop. Husbandmen are much delighted, to 
ſee the ſucceſs of their Labours, it Comforts t 
over all their hard pains, and many weary days, 
ro ſee a good increaſe, 


Red. Much more-is God delighted, in behold- J' 


ing the flouriſhing Graces of his people ; it pleaſes 
him to ſee his Plants laden with Fruit,and his Val- 
leys ſing with Corn, Cant. 6. 2. My Beloved is 
gone down to the garden, into his beds of Spices, to 


'  Jeed in the gardens, and to gather Lillies, Theſe 


Beds of Spices (ſay Expoſitors) are 
Feſcirs Chri- the particular Churches, the Compa- 
Jr gnanes fo nies of Believers ; he goes to feed in 
vide, lilia de Fheſe Gardens, like as Men go to 
cerpir, quando - their Gardens to make merry, or to 
eprimum quem- pather- Fruit, Cant. 4+ 16, He eats 
- qu? ex bas with _ bjs pleaſant fruit, viz. His people 
rail, Trap holy performances, ſweeter to him 
than any Ambro/42 ; thus he feeds in 


rog- 


lice, 


| beautifie the meek with Salvation. 
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the Gardens, and he gathers Lillies when he 
tranſlates good Souls into his Kingdom above ; 
For the Lord taketh pleaſure in bis Saints, and mill : 


- 


9. Prop. The Husbandman is exceedingly griey- - 


| ed, when he ſees the hopes of a good Crop diſap- - 


pointed, and his Fields prove barren, or blaſted, 
Red. So the Lord expreſſes his grief for; and : 
anger againſt his people, when they bring forth * 


| no Fruits, or wild Fruits, worſe than none, Af. 


c 


| 
in 
"6 


9. 16. Ehhraim is ſmitten, thezr root is dried up. . 
Chriſt was excecdingly diſpleaſed with the Figy - 
tree, and Curſed it for its barrenneſs ; it grieves 
him to the Heart when his-Servants rerurn to him+ 
with ſuch Complaints as theſe, We have laboured: 
in vain, we bave ſpent our ſtrength for nought. 

10. Prop. Husbandmen imploy many Labourers-> 
to work in their Fields, there-is- need of many - 


hands for ſuch a mvltiplicity-of buſineſs. 


Red. God hath diverſity of Workmen alfo in » 
the Churches,whom he ſends forth to labour in his”. - 
Spiritual Fields, Eph. 4\ 12. He gave ſome Apoſtles, . 
fome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts ; and ſome Pa- 
ftors and Teachers, for the perfetting of the.Saints, far + 
the work of the Mmiſtry, Amos 3.7. I have ſent - 
[my ſervants 7] the Prophets.” *Tis uſual with the - 
Apoſtles to place this Title of Servant among : 
their honourary Titles, though a profane Mouth ©: 
once called it, Probroſum artificium, a ſordid Arti- - 


F fice. Chriſt bath ſtampt a great deal of dignityup- - 


_ 


on his Miniſters, in retaining them for the neareſt - 
ſervice to himſelf, 1 Cor. 4.1. Let a man ſo ncoonnt-t 
of 45, as the Miniſters of Chriſt ;, they arerworkers + 

E C.s- together: « 
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_ Together with God : The Husbandman. works in 
he Field among his Labourers, and the great God 
 difdaineth not to work in and with his. poor 
Servants, in the work of the Miniſtry. 

L1;; Prop. The work about which Husbandmen 
:mploy their Servants in the Field, is toylſome and | 
ſpending. Yoy ſee they come home at night as- | 
weary as they can draw their Legs after them. | 

_ Red; But Gods Workmen have a much harder 
task than they. - Hence are they ſet forth in Scrip- 
tare by the laborious Ox, 1 Cor, 9. 9. Rev. 4.7. || 
Some. derive the. word AiecorS@;, & xors, Deacon | 
from a word that ſignifies duſt, to ſhew the labori= f ; 
ouſMeſs of their Imployment, labouring till even } , 
choaked with duſt and ſweat. "Tis ſaid of Epaphro- || | 
tur, Phil; 2.153. That for the work of Chriſt be Þ | 
mas /ark, and-nigh,unto death; not regarding his life, f 
to /ripply,therrlackof ſervice. 1 he Apoſtles expreſli- ſ 7 
Qn,Col, 1. ult; 1s very emphatical, hereunto 1 alſo g 
tabour, ſtriving according to bis working + which work- | - 
bin me.miphtily, The word Ajarc@un@ ſigni-f 6 
hzs, ſuch. ſpending labour as puts a Man into anf} tþ 
4800y 3. and. bleſſed: is that Servant, whom hisÞ 
Lord: when he cometh ſhall find:ſo.doing. fo 

1.2, Prop. The immediate end-of-the Husband- 
mans.labour, and his Servants labour, is for the 

-;mprovement: of: his Land, to make-it more ; 
fjienriſhing: and-froitful; | -» 

| Red; The ſcope and end-of:the-Miniſtry is forf<g+, 

_ tae-Churches benefit and advantage. <PFhey mul p; 
not-lord it over God's heritage, as if the Churcl gy 
«gre for them, and-not they for. the Church ; noſ"hay 
ierve themſelves of it, but be theChurches reg y 
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on, 2 Cor, 10, 8, Chriſt hath given them 
| _ Churches, their Gifts, their Time, their Str 


| _ 1.3. Prop, The Workmen that labour 
, Fields, are accountable for their work to hi 
| imploy'd them. 


Ir - 
| for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cgr.4.6. the power they have re- 


ceived being, for Edification,and not for DeſtruQi- 


to the 
engl, 


and all their Miniſterial Talents are not their 
own, but the Churches Stock and. Treaſure. 


in the - 
m that 


Red, Church-Officers are alſo accountable to - 


God for all the Souls committed to them. 


They: 


are Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor.4.1. 
| and Stewards are accountable. We watch for your © -. 
* | Souls (ſaith the Apoſtle) as they that muſt give an-- 
| account, Heb.1 3.7. If theſe Servants be unfaithful in 


*| ſtrength all their days, in manuring, and pl 


their work and truſt, the Blood of Souls ſhall -be 
required-at their hands, Exzek. 3..17,18,whichare- 
fulmina, non verba, (ſaith Eraſmus) thunder-bolrs, 

rather than words. The guilt of Blood is the - 
greateſt guilt; and of all Blood, the Blood of Sonls, . 
- 14. Prop. Thoſe: that ſpend their time and: 


owing-" .- 


nf the Fields, do maintain themſclves and their Fa». 
55 milies by their Labours; their hands are-ufficient :: 


for themſelves and theirs. 


Ij-. Red. Even ſo bath God ordained, that they which + 
10h preach the Goſpel, ſbould live of the Goſpel, t Cor. 9. 
14. The workman is worthy -of bis meat, 2at.'10.- 
| 16; *Tis a fad thing, 1f thoſe who break the. 
off *Bread of Life to Souls, ſhould be ſuffered to wang 


MF of the Ox muziled that treads out the Cor 


41s 


«- Bread themſelves. God would not have the Moutt: - 


n. but © 


q bave liberty. to eat;.as-well as work £ YeTif any j 
=  Pxetender.-- 


I2 
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pretender to the Miniſtry be like the Heifer that 


loves to tread out the Corn, {#. e. ) cares to do no 
work, but ſuch as brings in preſent pay ; he there- 
in ſufficiently diſcoyers his Beaſt-like diſpoſition, 


Miniſters muſt be faichful in their Maſters work, . 


and if Men do not, God will reward them, For, 
He 1s not untighteous to forget their work, and labour 
of love, Heb. 6. 10, : 

15. Frop. It is a great trouble to Husbandmen 
ma bulie time, to be put off from their labours 
by ſtormy Weather, which drives them out of 
the Fields, and makes them let all lye, till it clear 
up again 2- yet, mean-while, they are not idle, bur 
imnploy themſelves in kome-work. 

Red. Even ſo in God's Husbandry, *tis an un- 
ſpeakable AfﬀfiQion to God's Workmen,to be ren- 
dred uſeleſs and unſerviceable to the Churches,by 
thoſe ſtorms of trouble, which drive theta from 
their publick Miniſterial Work. With what a hea- 
vy beart did Paw go off from bis Work at Epheſus, 
AZs 20.4 It ſpends a Miniſter to preach, but more 
to He ſilent. *Tis a loud ſpeaking Judgment,when 
God ſhall ſay to them as to Ezekiel, Son of Man, 


? will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy. mouth, 


4d thou ſhalt be dumb, Ezek. 3. 26. Such filencing 
Providences, ſpeaking thundring Language to gra- 
cious Hearts ; yet-even then, the Gs of the 
Vineyard. have a private Vineyard of their own 
to look. after, they have much home-work when 
395 out-work. | | 

16. Prop, There is a vaſt difference betwtxt 


© roſe Fields which have been well husbanded, and 


EreT2 by a $kilful and diligent Husbagdman A = 
| - thoſe 


appearance of all the Seed they have fown among 
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thoſe that have been long out of Husbandry. How 
fragrant is the one? How dry and barren the o- 
ther ? When you paſs by a Field well dreſſed and 
fenced, every thing proſperous, and in exquiſite 
order, you may know without farther enquiry, 
that a good Husband lives there. 

Red, Thus ſtands the caſe betwixt thoſe places 
which God hath bleſt with a faithful painful Mi- 
niſtry, and ſuch as have none,or worſe than none : 
For as the Husbandmans coſt and pains appears in 
the verdant, and fragrant hew of his Fields ; ſo a 
Miniſters pains and diligence is (ordinarily) ſeen 
in the heavenly Lives,and flouriſhingGraces of the 
People. The Churches of Corinth and Theſſalonica, 
wherePaxl} and other holy Inſtruments ſpent much 
of their time and pains, became famous and flou- 
riſhing Churches, 2 Cor. 9. 2. A ſpecial bleſſing 


_ comes along with a godly Miniſter, to the place 


where ſpecial Providence aſligns him. Such places 
like Gideon's Fleece, have the Dew of Heaven lyin 
on them, whilſt others round about are dry an 
barren. 

17; Prop. The Husbandmaa is not diſcouraged, 
though theSced lye long under the clods, he knows 


it will ſpring up at laſt, and reward him, or thoſe 


that comes after him, for their pains and patience 
in waiting for it. | 


Red. Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcoura- 


- 


ged in their work, becauſe they ſee but little or no 


the people. The ſervant of the Lord muſt be patient 
$owards all, waiting if at any time God will give them 
repent ances 2 Tim.. 24,25, And if it gevyer ſpring 

up 
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up in his time, it may after his death ; and if ſo, 
he ſhall not fail of his reward, Jobs 4. 36,37. 414 
be that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gatbereth fruit 
unto life etcraal, that both be that ſoweth, and he that 
reapeth may - ge together ;, and herein 1s that ſaying 
true, one ſowetb, and another reapeth. - Though Mi- 
niſters dye, yet their words live; yea, their 
words take hold of Men when they are in the 
duſt, Zech. 1. 6. 

18, Prop. Husbandmen find low Grounds and 
Valleys, moſt fertile. Hills, how loftily ſoever, 
they over-top the lower gronnds, yet anſwer not 
the Husbandmans painez,as the Valleys do. Theſe 
are beſt watered and ſecured from the ſcorching 
heat of the.Sun. | 

Red. Experience ſhews ns, that the humbleſt 
Saints are moſt fruitful under the Goſpel. Theſe 
ave they that receive with meekneſs the tngrafted word, 
Jam. 1. 21, whoſe influences abide in them, as the 
Rain doth in the low Valleys. Happy is that Mi- 
nifter, whoſe Lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant Valley. 


_. Bleſſed are they that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that -| 
--- fend forth thitber the foot of the 0x and the aſs, Iſa. 


32. 20, Among theſe Valleys run the pleaſant 
Springs, and Porling-brooks, which fertilize the 
Neighbouritig ground. Heavenly Ordinances 
there, leave fruitful influences. 

19. Prop. The firſt Crop is uſually the beſt; and 


the longer the Husbandman Tills his ground, the | 


and gray is ſpeat. 
| Red: Fhe firſt Entertainment: of the Goſpel is. 


leſs it produces. After a few- years its vigour 


commonly.the beſt; and-what good is done by the | 
Minifhry 


» © © 


Op © WH OR 
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Miniſtry, is often done at its firſt entrance. New 
things are pretty, and very taking. - John at fir 
was to the Jews a burning and 4a ſoining hpht, and 
they were willing | for a ſeaſon} to rejoice 11 b1s light, 
John 5. 35. Paul was highly valued among the 
Galatians at firſt : Such was their Zeal, that they 
could have plackt ont their Eyes, and have given 
them to him ; but how quickly did this full Tide 
ebb again ? For he complains, Gal. 4. 15. Where 


| then is the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of ? 


| ticulars : From the whole, I 


20, Prop. Laſtly, When Fields prove barren, 
and will not quit the Husbandmans coſt, nor 
anſwer the Seed he ſows in them, he plucks up the 
Hedges, and lays it waſte. 

Red. So when Churches grow formal and froit- 
leſs, the Lord removes his Golpel-preſence from 
them; plucks up the Hedge of his prateQtion from 
about them, and lays them open,as waſte ground, 
to be over-run by their Enemies, Fer. 7. 12. Go 
to Shiloh, and ſee what J did unto it. What is be- 
come of thoſe once famous and flouriſhmgChurches 
of Aſia? Are they not laid waſte, and trodden- 
down by Infidels? And now go to (faith the great 
Husbandman ) I will tell you what I nll do to my 
vineyard; TI will pull up the hedge thereof, and ſhall = 
be laid waſte, Ia. 5. 5. 

Thus you ſee the Allegory cpa in its pare ' 

all preſent you 
with. theſe five enſuing Corolaries. 


The Firſt Corrolary. 
' _ How great then are the dfonities and priviledges of 


the Churches. of eſis Chih; whom. bs. hath: aypro- 


priated- 
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Ions to bimſelf, above all the people of the earth, to 
bis peculiar inheritance? The reſt of the World 
tsa waſte Wilderneſs; all other places, how plea- 
ſant ſoever, in reſpe& of their natural amenity 
and delights, are truly enough called the dark 
places of the Earth ; diſmal, ſolitary Cells, where 
Ziim and lim, Bitterns, Cormorants,and every dole- 
ful Creature dwefls. But the Church is the Para- 
diſe of the Earth, a Garden encloſed, Cant. 4.12. in 
whoſe Hedges the. Goſpel-birds chirp and ſing 
_melodiouſly,Cant.2. 1 2.1ts Beds,areBeds of Spices, 
Cant.6.2,and betwixt its pleaſant Banks,a Chryſtal 
River of living Water runs, Rev. 22. 1. the 
- Streams whereof make glad the City of God, in 
the midſt thereof theLord himfelfdelights to walk, 
O S:0z! with what pleaſures doſt thou abound ! If 
Bernard were ſo raviſhed with the delights of his 
Alonaſtery, becauſe of its green Banks, and ſhady 
Bowers, and Herbs, and Trees, and various Ob- 
jects.to- feed his Eyes; and .fragrant Smells, and 
ſweetand various tunes of Birds, together with the 


- opportunities of deyout -Contemplation, that he 


cxyed out admiringly, Zord ! what deltghts dojt thou 
provide, even for the poor.! How much more ſhould. 
we be raviſhed with'Sior's glory ? For beautiful for 
ſcituation, is mount Sion, Of whom it may much 
more truly be ſaid, what a Chroni- 

Speed's Chrat.”, cler of our own once ſaid of England, 
I That it is. the Fortunate Iſland, the 
Paradife of Pleaſure, the Garden of God, whoſe 
Valleys are like Eden, whoſe Hills are as Lebanon, 
whoſe Spri re as Piſgab, whoſe Riyers are as 
Jordan, whole Wall is the Ocean, and We tvs 
; ence 
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fence is the Lord Febovab. Happy art thou, O J/- 
racl, who is like unto thee * Who can count the 
Priviledges wherewith Chriſt hath inveſted his 
Churches? O let it never ſeem a light thing in our 
Eyes, that we grow within his bleſſed incloſure. 
How ſweet a Promiſe is that, Exod. 19.5. Te fball 
be to me a peculiar treaſure, above all people ; for all 
the earth is mine. 

The Second Corrolary. 

Hence it follows, That Spiritual Barrennefs is 
a great reproach and ſhame to Chriſtians. Shall 
God's Husbandry, which is ſo planted, watered, 
fenced, filled with favours and mercies, be like the 


' barren Heath in the Deſert ? Surely it ſhould be 


ſaid of every Soul that grows here,as the Hiſtorian 
ſaith of Spain, that there is nb 1 ſum, nibi] 
feerile ; nothing barren or unfruitful in it. _ God's 
Vineyard is planted in a very fruitful Hill, Z/a.$.t, 
And ſurely they that are planted in the bouſe of the 
Lord, ſhould flouriſh in the Court of our God ; they 
ſhould bring forth fruit, even in old age, to ſhiw-that 
God is upright, Pal. 92.13, 14. They are createdan 
Chriſt Feſus unto good works, which God bath ordain« 
ed they ſhould walk in, Eph. 2. 10. They are mar- 
ried unto Chrift, that they might bring forth fruit to 
God, Rom. 7.4. An empty Branch is a diſhonour 
to the Root that bears it,a barren Field to theHus- 
baadman that own it ; God cannot endure that in / 
his Fields, which he ſuffers in the Wilderneſs. 


The Third Corrolary. 

If the Church be God's Husbandry, then there 

is ſuch a ſpecial gracious preſence'ef.the bo in 
\ ts 


- World beſide. 


of him that ſits upon the Throne, Zech. 3.7, 1fyouſtherr 
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his Churches, as is not to be found in all the 
Where may you expect to find 
the Husbandman, but in his own Fields? There 
lyes his buſineſs, and there he delights to be. And 
where may we expe to find God, but intke Aſ- 
ſemblies of his Saints? He walks among the golden | , 
Candleſticks, Rev, 2. 1. I will walk among you | ; 
(ſaith he) and be your God, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Upon | , 
this account the Church is called Febovab Shammab, | , 
the Lord is there, Ezek. 48, ult. You may ſee the | 
footſteps of God in the Creatures; but the face of | , 
God 1s only to be ſeen in his Ordinances, Hence | g 
Pſal. 27. 4. David long'd for the Temple, that be | þ, 
mipbt ſee the beauty of the Lord, Now, what is pr 
beauty, but a ſymetry and proportion of parts ? | ; 
In the work of Creation, you ſee one Attribute p 


manifeſted in one things and another, in another 
thing 3 but in the Saruary you may ſee beauty 


even alt the Attributes of God diſplayed there : 
_ And indeed, we find in Scripture ſuch aſtoniſhing | z;, 
T0! 


Ins about theViſions of God in his Church, 
that in reading them, a Man can ſee little diffe- |,g 
rence betwixt it and Heaven; for as the Church | yz, 
is called Heaven, Mat. 25.1. ſo-its deſcription is | g; 
like that of Heaven, Heb. 12.22,23. Tou are come | ffe, 
to the beavenly Jeruſalem.and to an innumerable com-| x, 


pany of Angels, &c, And Rev. 4. 22. They ſhall ſce 
bis face,and bis name ſhall be written in their foreheads. "i 


. Andv.24. The ſaints are repreſented, ſtanding nearet th, 


to the throne of God, than the Angels themſelves.1911 
Hence alſo Ordinances are called Galleries,in which{fh;+ 
both Saints and Angels walk, beholding the gloryſye ; 


Jk' 


The PROEM. 19 


[ will keep my ways, [will give you galleries to walk in, 
among them that ſtand by. 


The Fourth Corrolary. 
! Tf the Church be God's Husbandry, then thoſe 
that be imployed in Miniſterial Work ovght to be 
Men of great Judgment and Experience in Soul 
Aﬀairs ; for theſe are the Labonrers whom God, 
the Myſtical Husbandman imploys and entruſts a- 
bout his Spiritual Husbandry. Should Husband- 
menimploy ignorant Perſons, that neither nnder- 
ſtand the Rules,nor proper Seaſons of Husbandry 
how much would ſuch Workmen damnihe -and 
prejudice him ? He will not imploy ſuch to weed 
his Fields,as know not Wheat frorfi Tares , or to 
prune his Trees, that think- Midfimmrey --L, for 
work as December ; much leſs will B84, He 
_— all that he fends, with wiſdorif Br their 
ork. His workmen approve themſelves workmen in- 
cater as need not be aſhamed, ri;htly dividing the 
word of truth,2 Tim.2.15. As Rezaleel was forniſh- 
ed with wiſdom, before he was imployed in Taber- 
1 1nacle-work, fo Chrift inſtruQts his Servants, with 
51skill and inſight, before they are imployed in Mini- 
me | fterial-work. He gives them a Mouth and wiſdom, 
n-1Luke21.15.indues them with power from on high : 
ſee] xs Chriſt was filled abundantly with the Spirit 
-Ifor his Work, fo according to proportion, are 
re (tioſe that are ſent by him, Jobs 20.21 ,22. As my 
es. |Father bathſent me, fo ſend I you. And as for thoſe 
iMthat ran before they are ſent, and underſtand nor 
Tithe Myſteries of the Goſpel, | ſhall fay no more of 
Fikem but this ; Father, forgive them, for they know 
bg what they do, 
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. To conclude, If the Church be God's Husban- 
dry, that is, if Husbandry have ſo many reſem- 
blances of God's Works about the Church in it; 
then howinexcuſable is the ignorance of Husband - 
men in the things of Gcd, who beſides the Word 
of the Goſpel, have the teaching of the Creatures : 
and can hardly turn their hands to any part of 
their Work, but the Spirit hints one Spiritual uſe 
or other from it to their Souls ? How do the Scrip- 


tures abound with Parables, and lively Similitudes| 


_ from Husbandry ? From the Field, the Seed, 
Plow,.the Bara, from threſhing and winnow- 
_ ing; ſimilitudes alſo from planting, graffing, and 

ning of Trees; and not a few from the order- 
ing of Cattel. So that to: what buſineſs ſoeyer you 
tarn yas hands, in any part of your Calling, ſtill 
- God meyts you with one Heavenly InſtruQion or 
other. Butalas! How few are able to improve 
their Civil Imployments to ſuch excellent ends ? 


Theſe things are but briefly hinted in the Scrip-ſ 


tures, and thoſe hints ſcattered up and down,that 
they know not where to find them, and if they 
could. yet would it be difficult fo to methodize 
them, asit is neceſſary they ſhould be, ia order to 
their due improvement, by Meditation. ' 

- * And therefore I judged it neceſſary to collet 
- and prepare them for their uſe; and in this man- 
ner to preſent them to you, as you find them in 
the following Chapters.. Read, conſider, and 


apply 3 and the Loxd make you good Husbands| : 


for yout own.Souls. 
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CHAP. I. 
Upon the Induſtry of the Husbandman. 


In the laborious Husbandman you ſee, 
What all true Chriſtians are, or ought to be. 


OBSERVATION. 


| HE Imploymeat of the Husbandman is 
by all acknowledged to be very laborl- 

© ons; there' is a multiplicity of Buſineſs 
incumbent on -him. The end- of one 

work, is but the. beginning of another. Every 
Seaſon of the Year brings its proper work with 
It; SometimeFyou find him in his Fields, drefling, 
plowing, ſowing, harrowing, weeding, or reap- 
, ng 3 


E 


22 Husbandry Spiritaalized; Or, 


inz; and ſometimes in his Bary, threſhing, or 
winnowing ; ſometimes in his Orchard, planting ' 
graffing or pruning his Trees; and ſometimes 
"among his Cattel : So that he hath no time to be 
idle. And as he hath a multiplicity of buſineſs, 
ſo every part of it is full of toyl, and ſpending la- 
bour :. He eats not the Bread of Idleneſs, but 
earns it before he eats it ; and as it were, dips 
it in his own ſweat, whereby it becomes the ſwee. 
ter to him. Though ſin brought in the Husband- 
mans {weat, Gen. 3. 19. yet now not.to ſweat 
would increaſe his Tin, Ezek. 16. 49. 


ms 


APPLICATION. 
Ehold here- the Life of. a ſerions Chriſtian, 
ſhadowed forth to the Life, As the Life off | 
a Husbandman,ſfo the Life of a Chriſtian is no idle, 
or ealie Life, They that. take up Reiizion forſ | 
oftentation,and not for an occupation ; and thoſe tha 
place the buſineſs of it in notions, and idle ſpecula 
tions, in forms, geſtures, and external obſervances 
may think, and call it ſo : But ſuch as devote them 
ſelves unto it, and make Religion their buſineſs 
will find it no eafie work, to exerciſe tfemlelves 
to godlineſ(s. - Many there are, that affe the re | 
2 p_—_ and ſweet of it, who.cannct endure the la 
r, and ſweat of it. It Men might be indplged +- 
todividetheir hearts betwixtGod and theWorldy : 
or to col} out the cheap and cafe duties of ir, and 
the more difficult.and coſtly ones, it wer: 
an caſie thing to be a Chriſtian : But furely to hay 
reſped& to all God's Commandments, to live thy | 
ife, as well as ſpeak the Language of a Chriſtian{: 


'A 
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r e holy in all manner of Converſation,jis not ſo 
7 | ! This will be evident, by comparing the Life 
'$ a Chriſtian, with the Life of a Husbandman, in 
C e five particulars ; wherein it will appear, that , 
5,1 work of a Chriſtian, is by much the hardeſt 
a-f - 5:k of the two. 

ut , The Husbandman hath much to do, many 
Ps gs to look after ; but the Chriſtian more : If 
Ce -eſpe& the extenſiveneſs of his work, he hath 
d- 'ge Field indeed to labour in, P/al: 119. 96. 
at commandment 15 exceeding broad; of a vaſt ex- 


and latitude,comprizing not only a multitude 

cternal AQts and Duties, and guiding theOffices 

- 1e outward Man about them, but alſo taking 

un, rery thought and motion of the inner Man 
off » 1in its compals. | 

le, ou find in the Word,a world of work cut out 

for {© Chriſtians; there's hearing work, praying 

hat «+  k, reading, meditating, and fſelf-examining 


la  : k; it puts him alſo upon a conſtant watch over 
es4l 2: 1ecorruptions of his heart. Oh, what a world 
2m4 ©! -- ork hath a Chriſtian about them ? For of them 
eſs} " 1ay ſay.as the Hiſtorian doth of Hannibal, They 
ves] © - 1everquiet, whether conquering,or conquered. 
re-] |'- 7 many weak languiſhing Graces hath he to 
1a ver, improve,and ſtrengthen? Thereis a weak 
ged} +-/ 1, a languiſhing Love, dull and faint Deſires 
rid > : quickened and invigorated. And when all 
and} i is done, what a multitude of work doe his 
Vert al Relations exa& from his ? He hath a world 
havq © | ſineſs incumbent on him, as a Parent, Child, 
 thq' '- 2nd, Wife, Maſter, Servant, orFriend, yea, 


aly to Friends, but Enemies. And —_ 
S, 


\ _.. accept. from them the ſhells and ſhadows of Duties; 
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this, how many difficult things are there to be borg 
andJuffered for Chriſt ? And yet will not God al- 
low his people in the negle&t of any one of them : 
, Neither can he be a Chriſtian that hath not reſpe& 
to every command, and is not holy in all manner 
of Converſation, P/al. 119. 6.-2 Pet. 3.11. every 
one of theſe Duties, like the ſeveral Spokes in a | 
Wheel come ta bear in the whole round of a Chri- 
ſtians Converſation : So that he hath more work | 
upon his hands than the Husbandman. l 

2. The Husbandman's work is confeſſed to befy 
ſpending work, but not like the Chriſtians. What 
Fuguſtus ſaid of the young Roman, is verified inJC 
the true Chriſtian, Quicquid, vult, valde vult,Jtl 
Whatſcever he doth in Religion, he doth to pur-ſth 
poſe. Under the Law,God rejected the Sy and 
the Afs, Levit. 11. 30. Exod. 13. 13. And underfſh 
the Goſpel, he allows no ſluggiſh lazy Profeſſor, 
1 Tim, 5.11,13. Sleepy Duties are utterly unſut 
table to the Living God ; he will have the ver) 
Spirits diſtilled and offered up to him in ever) 
Duty, 7obn 4.2.4. he beſtows upon his people, rhe 
very tubſtance and kernel of Mercies, and will not 

1 
not the $kin, but the inwards, and the fat that com 
vereth the inwards, was required under the Lawygte 
Exod. 23.-30. And every Sacrifice under the GoJ% 
ſpel, muſt. be ſacrificium medullatum.a Sacrifice tulle 
of Marrow : obſerve the manner in which their 
- work is to be performed. W | 
- Rom. 12.11. In ſerving God, fervent in Sp 
rit, or hiſling hot. | »e 


J 


. / 


t 
Tt 
i 


". The heaventy uſe of earthly things. - 25 


- | - 2 Pet. 1. 10, In ſecuring Salvation, diligent ; 
:| or doing it throughly, and enough. 
th] 1 Tim. 4.7. In-godlinels, exerciſing or ſtrip. 
r | ping themſelves ; as for a Race. 
yi -Zuke 13. 24. In. the purſuit of happineſs, 
a | ſtriving even to an Agony. 
1-1] A&s 26. 7. In Prayer, ferving God inſtantly ; 
k jor in a- ſtretched ont manner; yea, pouring out 
their hearts before him, P/al.62.8. as if the Body 
Ve | were left like a dead Corps upon the knees, whilſt 
at [the Spirit is departed from it, and [aſcended ta 
in}God. This is the manner of his work : Judge 
1t,4then how much harder this work is,than to ſpend 
r-Ithe ſweat of the Rrow in manual labour. 
1d} 3. The Husbaadman finds his work as he left it, 
erfthe can begin one day where he left the other 3 bur 
XC, fit is not {o with the Chriſtian, a bad heart, and a 
ai-Jouke Deyil,diſorder and ſpoil his work every day. 
ryÞbe Chriſtian*finds not his heart in the morning, 
ryBke left ivat night ; and cven whea he is abour 
sEwork, how many ſet-backs doth he-meet with ? 
n ſtand at his right hand (the working-hand) 
xeliſt him, Zech. 3. 1. when he would do good, 
co-Fl (the evil of his own heart and nature) is 
awFrelent with him, 
Goj44 The Husbandman hath ſome reſting days, 
folfMen he throws aſide all his work, and his 
heiffreation; but the Chriſtian hath no reſting day, 
W bis dying day ; and then he ſhall reſt from his 
SpiWours. Religion allows no idle day, but requires - 
= to. be always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
, PetfpSor. 15. 58, When one Duty is done, another 
i for him ; the Lord's day is aday of reſt to the 
. D Husbandman, 
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 Husbandman, but no day inthe Week ſo labor: -- 
ro the Chriſtian. O ?tis a ſpending day to |: 

When he hath gathered in the Crop of one L 
he 1s not to fit. down ſatisfied therewith, or { th 
that rich worldling did, Luke, 12. 19, Soul ' '*: fth 
thine eaſe, thon baſt goods taid up for many ye » [ed 
but mult to _ again, and count it well r 
Vintage” reach to the Seed-time, Levit. 26.5 Pr 
mean, if the ſtrength, influence, and comfo | - 
on? Duty,bold out to another Doty ; and th 
may be fo, and there be noroom left for jdle i« 
G »d hath appointed Ejaculatory Prayer, to 1” 
th2 intervals, betwixt ſtated and the more ſo] ©: : 
Duties. Theſe are to keep in the Fire, w::"'Þof 
kindled the morning Sacrifice, ro kindle the e'- 1Þ 
20g Sacrifice, When can the Chriſtian fit d-» 
and ſay, Now all my work is ended, 1 bave no. FF 
to do without doors, or within> _ ” | 
. - Laftly, Thereis a time when the labour o : '\{yy-1 
Husbandman is ended ; old Age and wealt ' tom 
takes him off from all lmployment zthey can-- | 
look vpon their Labovrers,but cannot do a ſt: 
of work themſelves; they can tell-you What - 
did in their younger years, but now-'{ ſay th-S 
we muſt leaveit to younger people: We canno: yd ) 


young always, but the Chriſtian is never ſu/«"Jave; 
4aanvated as to the work of Religion ; yea, i"JWe d 
longer he lives, the mote his Maſter expects tf: Fl 
tim. When he is full of. days, God expeQ: Fm t 
"ſhould be full of fruits, Pfal. 92.14. They // d 
bring forth fruit in old age,- they fhall be fat ey 
fourileng. i, Ys #1 


REFLECT 
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| REFLECTIONS. 
h 1, How hard have organs we "O'S 
the Meat that periſheth ? prevented  _,, | 
; the dawning of the day,and labour- _ ENE 
d as in the very Fire,and yet 4s the 
riſtians work harder than mine ? Surely then, 
I never yet underſtood the work of Chriſtianity. 
Alas, my fleepy Prayers, and formal Duties, even 
Þll that ever 1 performed in my Life, never coſt me 
Slat pains, that one- hour at plow hath done. I 
Fave either wholly negle&ed, or at beſt, ſo lazily 
performed Religious Duties, that I may truly ſay, 
"offer ro God'what coſt me nothing.  Wo'is me 
oor wretch ! How is.the Judgment of Corab ſpi- 
-Fiteally executed upon me ? The Earth opened 
Fer mouth, and ſwallowed up his Body ; but ir 
ath opened its mouth and ſwallowed up my heart, 
"Þy-time, and all my affetions. How far am 1 
.\Fwom the Kingdom of God / 
y/2. And how little better is my 
, who have indeed profeſſed Re- ,. dir 1 
von, but never made it my bu- .,,, 
\Jaeſs ? Will an empty(thoughſplen- | 
. ig) profeſſion ſave me 2 How many brave Ships 
«Jae periſhed in theStorms,notwithſtanding their 
owe Names, the Proſperows, the Succeſs, the Happy _ 
"fticrn ? A fine Name could not, protect ther 
, om the Rocks, nor will it ſave me irom Hell. j 
/"qave done by Religion, as I ſhould have done by 
ape World ; prayed,as if I prayed nat ; and heard, 
#1 heard not. I have given to God but the 
r Dz ſhadow 
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*-” and Zeal, ſeeſt thou not the toyl and pains Mer 


\ 
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ſhadow of Duty, and can never expett from himg 
a real Reward. 


© "3. How unlike a Chriſtian doſtſ 
| | neo thou alſo. ( O my Soul) go about ; 
Me Chriſtian, thy work ; though upright in' the , 
| main, yet how little Zeal and ACti- X 
vity doſt thou expreſs in thy Duties? Awake Love] 
take for the world ? How do they prevent the 
dawning of the day ?- And labour.as in the ve 
Fire till night ; and all this for a trifle 1 Shoulg,, 
not every drop of Sweat which 1 ſee trickle frogfjy 
their Brows, fetch ( as it were) a drop of Bloog| 
from my heart? who am thus convinced and ref. , 
proved of ſhameful lazineſs,by their indefatigablf 
- diligence. Do they pant after the duſt of this, 
Earth ? Amos 2.7. And ſhall not 1 pant after God} 
Pfal.42.1. Ah,my Soul ! it was-not wont to be; x 
with thee,in the days of my firſt Profeſſion. Shoulh 
T have had no more Communion . with God 
Duties then, it would have broken my heart : 
- ſhould have-been weary of my Life. Is this a tia, 
for one to ſtand” idle, who ſtands at the door. 
Eternity ? "What, now ſlack-handed, when fo ndlsr 
to my Everlaſting Reſt » Rom.1 3.11. 0r haſt thi, 
found the work ofGod ſounpleaſant to thee? Pra,” 
3.+7. Or the Trade neſs ſo unprofitable; 
Pſal.19.11. Or knowelt-thou not, that Milla... 
nw in Fell periſhed for want of ſerious dilignh= 


i 


a” in Religion, Lake 1 3. 34:-nor doth. my diligt 


for God, anſwer to'that which Chriſt hath dalls.; - 
and ſuffered, to pur my Happineſs - OK. * 
the preparations he al tade in Heaven for i 


-- 
op = 
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Or doſt thou forget that thy Maſters Eye is at- * 
ways upon thee, whilſt thou art lazing and loyter- 
ing? Or would the Damned live at this rate as 1 
do if their day of Grace might be recalled > For 
ſhame (my Soul) for ſhame ! rouze up thy ſelf, 

"| and fall to thy work, with a diligence anſwerable 
to the weight thereof ; for it is uo-yain work 
concerning thee, it is thy Life. 


The P OE M. 


Religion When advanc'd im power, 
$WV#l make you Hosband every bour. + 
will Men ftrive-with all their might, 
14nd therein Find a ſweet delight. 
"If there were Novught be/3des that pay 
FChrift gives To chear #s 11 0ur way ; 
"IShould we xot Do the beſt we can ? 
© For there's No fuch reward from man. 
\ ball other's Work, and not regard 
" Jo verr ſtrengths, © To gear a ſmall reward ? 
: Wbi!ft we Turn ſlugs, and loyter thus ? 
Their Zeal might quicken ms |: 
Hands, and Feet ſo flow, 
Unto oar buſineſs go ? 
Then Chri/fs pay expeF, 
Chriſtians work reje? _ 
Alſo that embrace 
If not. we both diſgrace. - 
. - They could theſe two.dividey 
_ > Pleaſe them well, with Chriſt to ſide. 
May not, then it awere 
Ceaſe pleading, they*ll not bear. 
ws <Þ Roung 
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Route” np From, /foth, ( my Soul ) betake 

Thee to thy ' . © Work, n0 cavils make. 

O ſtrive, * And try 1 Saints ſay that even 

The pain they * Take, bath much of heaven, 

- But yet Their beſt Wine's kept till laſt, 
Toetrrreſt, and Eaſe comes all jo faſt.- 


hs 
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CHAP. IH. 
Upon the Thriftineſs of the Husbandmag | 


The bardeſt Labeurers, are the thriving Men, 
If you'll bave thriving Souls, be adtive then. 


OBSERVATION: 


; (nm and diligence is the way to thrive at 
& grow Rich in the World, The Earth muſt i 
manured, or its increaſe is in vain expe&ed ; Of 
fugit molam, fuget farinam ;, he that refuſes thf- 
Mull, refoſes the Meal, ( faith the Proverb ) Tip” 
diligent Soul ſhall bs made fat. Solomon hath tw! 
Proverbs concerning thriftineſs and increaſe Wy - 
the world. In Prov. 10. 4 he ſaith, "The bande } 
#be diligent maketh rich. And ver.22, he faith, Tp 

bing of the Lord maketh rich. Theſe are not: D 
tradithory, but confirmatoryeath of other ; one ſpea 6.2 
of rhe prixcipal,the other of the in/trumental caulpP 
Diligence without God's bleſſing will not do i- © 
and that bleſling cannot be expe&ed without dil. S 
gen” 
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gence ; therefore Husbandmen ply their buſinefs 
with unwearied pains, they do even lodpe in the 
midſt of their labours as that good Husband Boaz 

did, Ruth. 2. 3, They are par/zmonious of their 
time, but prodigal of their ſweat and ſtrength, 
becauſe they find this to be the thriving way, 


— APPLICATION. - 
S Nature opens her Treaſures to none but 
A the diligent, fo neither doth Grace. He that 
- will be rich, muſt be a painf«l Chriſtian ; and who- 
{ ſoever will cloſely ply theTrade of Godlineſs,ſhall 
comfortably and quickly find, That in keeping Gods 
. commanas, there 1s great reward,.Plal. 19. 11, God 
Is a bountiful rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek bim, 
Heb. 11.6, They muſt not indeed 
work for wages, nor yet will God won mercena- 
ſaffer their work to go unrewardedz 744 ſed operarit. 
yea, it- fufficiently rewards it ſelf, | 
and. 1 79m. 6.6, Andits reward is twofold; ( 1.) 
0+ 1 Preſent, and in part; (2. Future, and in full, 
& Hark. 10. 29, 30. Now in this time an hundred- 
7 fold, even from ſuffering, which ſeems the moſt 
{ voprofitable part of the work,and inthe world to - 
eg; come Life everlaſting. If you ask what preſent ad- 
- i vantage Chriſtians have by their diligence ? 1 an- 
14 Awer, as much and more than the Husbandman 
-hath from all his toyls and labours. Let vs com- 
.. 4. pare the particulars, and fee what the Husband- * 
-j0 man gets,that the Chriſtian gets not alſo. © Com- 
(©. pare your gains,. and you'll quickly ſee the odds. 
oi; +. 1- You get Credit and Reputztion by your Cili- 
ilk, gence ; *tisa commendation and honour to you,to, 
nd { "WES | be- 


ng 


4 


4 32 


— 


Ge £ 
 S 4 


Pot <a - od, bs eg wh 
v5b ndry Spiritualized; Or, 
de alive and ſtirring men : But how much more 


. honour doth God pur upon bis laborions Servants? 
as: Tithe higheſt honour of a Creatvre, to be ative 
and uſeful tor itsGod. Saints are called veſſels of 
= 4 nour,as they are fitted for the Maſters uſe,2 Tim. 


2. 21,..Wherein conſiſts the honour of Angels but | 


1:1 this ; that they are miniſtring Spirits, ſervice- 
able Creatures 2 And al] the Apoſtles gloried in the 
Title of Servants. The loweſt office in which a 
an can-ſerve God, even that of a Nethsim, or 
Ioorgkeeper, which was the loweſt Orderor Rank 
ot Officers in the Houſe of God, Ezek. 44, 10,11, 
is yet preferred by David before the ſervice of the 


+ greateſt Prince on Earth, P/al. 84. 10, Tis ao 
-Emall honour to be ative for God. 


2. You have this benefit by your labour, that 


thereby-you avoid looſe and eyil Company, which | 


would draw you into miſchief, By diligence for 
God, the Chriſtian alſo is fecured from Temptati- 
ons; God is with them, while they are with kim, 
2 Chron. 15. 2 Communion with God in the-way 
of Duty, is a great Preſervative againſt Temptati- 
©ns. - The School-men put thequeſtion, how the 
Angels and glorified Saints become impeccant ? 


And refolveit thus: That they are ſecured from 


fn,by the Beatifical Viſion; and ſore I am that the 
Viſions of God, not only in Glory, but now alſo 
in Dufy, are marvellous defences againſt-fin ; and 
They that are moſt ative for God, have the fulleſt 
and cleareſt Vigonsof God, Joby 14. 21. 
$. You have this benefit by your labour, that 

it teads mucho the health of your Bodies. The 
Chriſtiar hath this begefit by his labour, n_y_ 
Feng? 


——— 


i] $ et 


lt... 


— GCE oe... cc 


SS$QanaoGbc 2 ac. 


'” 


T 
? 
C 
f 
, 
. 
c 
a 
7 
k 


WP Oo. 


m4 


ET IT 


Tn 1 (he, v 00 14 <<Ww 


c* Od ex 


«N 


tends to a healthful ſtate of Soul * The way of the J 
Lord is ftrength to the upright, Prov.1 0.29. As thoſe 
that follow their daily labours in the Fieldghaye: 


much more health than Citizens thet live idely, -* 
or Scholars that live a ſedentary Life." So the: + 


AQtive Chriſtian enjoys more SpiritualHealth,and! 
1s troubled with fewer Complaiats than others. 
4. By _—_ in your Civil Implayments,yow 
reſerve your Eſtates, and are kept from running: | 
hind-hand in the world. - Bayliffs trothlenor 
ſuch Mens doors ; they ufually have the fore-foot 
of their neighbours. And by activity and dili- 
gence for God, Souls are kept from batfliding;, 
and running back in their Graces and Comforts, 


| Remiſſions and intermiſſions in our Duties,are the: 
" firſt ſteps and degrees by which a Sout eclines. * 


and waſtes as to his Spiritual Eſtate: 
5. Your polls and diligence in the Fields,makes- 
your Beds ſweet to you at night, Zecleſ. 5.12. Refts 
is ſweet to a labouring man, whether he oat little or- 
wb, © But the diligent Lafe of a Chriſtian makes * 
the clods of the Valley, his Grave Tweet to him, . 
2 Cor. 1. 12. 2 Kings 20. 3. Remember now, ts 
Lord, bow I bave walked before thee, &, Think. 
Chriſtian, how ſweet it will be for thee, when * 
thou comeſt to die; to ſay then as thy Redeemer: * 
did, when near his death, Fobn 17: 4,5. TBavef- _ 
#iſhetl the work rhat thou gaveſt meto do ;, and-nowÞ 
Father, glorifie me with thine own ſclf. = 
6. The expence of your Sweat fills your Purſes;, 
you get Eſtates by your diligence and labour; bur 
what are your gains to the gains bf-Chriſtians® 
They can get-in.ag hour, that which-they will nat 
+ Ds JE 


E ” park with for-all the'Gold. and Silyer oa Earth, 
Prov, 3- 14. + - -» "a; I: 
-So that compare theſe Labourers,as to all their 
> advantages, and you ſhall ſee, that there 1s no 
Trade like that which the diligent Chriſtian 
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drives. | 
REFLECTIONS. | 
i 2. Blnſh then, O-my Sou], at the | 
Pn. mf conſideration of thy lazineſs and 


Soul.  flcth which is attended with ſo ma- 
| ny Spiritual wants ! And can 1 
wonder-at it, when Lrefuſe the painful way of 
Doty, ia'which the precious fruits of, godlineſs, 
are only to be found ? If rheſe-fruits lay upon the 
Jurface of Duty, or could be had with wiſhes, 1 
Mould not want them ; but to dig deep and taks | 
Palins I cannot, My detires,like thoſe of the floth-.j 
ul Man, Kill me, becanſe my hands refuſe to labour, 
Prov. 21.25. If every,dnty were to be rewarded 
preſently with Gald, would I not have been more 
ffiduous-in them, than 1 have'been? And yet I |. 
Know that -a hearx fwll of the-Grace and Comfort | 
etthe Holy Ghoaſt, is better than a Houſe full of 
Gold and Silver. 'O what a-compokition of ſtopi- 
Qtty-end floth am 1 7 I have been all for the ſhort | 
©ut-tocomfort,whenconſtantexperience teacheth, | 
-. ThatTthefartherway aboutyby painful Duty, is the 
| mearcſt way toit., What pains do -H met 
© TIxke® What perils do Seamen run for a little | - 
gain ?-.O flaggiſh hears ! wilt thou do nothing 
| ar Eternal Treaſures ? GS f 


Secordly; | 
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( O my Soul ) to-caft off Duty, becauſt thou find- 
eſt not preſent Comfort in it ? How quickly am. 
diſcouraged, if 1 preſently find not what | expe& 
in Duty ? Whereas, the Well is deep, and much 


pains muſt be taken to draw vp thoſe Waters of- 


Joy, 1/a. 12. 3.* There is a golden Vein 'in the 


Secondly, If there be fuch gre reward atends = + 
ing diligence in Dvty; then why @rrthov {dar t- + 


Mount of Duty, but it lyes deep ;*and becauſe 1- 
meet. not with it as ſoon as | expe, my lazy. 


Heart throws by theShovel,and cries,dig 1 cannot; 

Thirdly, If this be indeed the - | 
rich and thriving Trade, why do I Me. A+ 4 
peddle about the poor low things TS Trav 
of the World ſo much, negle&ing 


devoured ? Had I employed that time in Com- 


munion with God, would it not have turn'd to a+ '} 


better account.? Think'ſt thou in earneſt, O my 
Soul, that God.hath endowed thee with ſuch ex- 


; cellent Faculties, capable of the moſt Divine and. 
Heavenly Emplayments, or that Jeſus Chrilt hath - 


" the rich Trade of Godlineſs for 'it z O, how 
- much,of my time and ſtrength have theſe things 


ſhed his inyaluably precious Bloodzor that he hath 


ſent forth the glorious Spirit of Holinels, and all: * 
- this to fit Men for no higher or nobler Employ- 


* 


ments than -theſe ? 


ls this the end of thy wonderful Creation? Doth > | 


God whirl about the Heavens in endleſs revoluti-- 


thy greateſt ſtrength.and choiceſt hours ? O,thaz: 


I could once-cconfider;what a good Maſter Chrifti--" 1 
| ASS 


ons,to beget time for this? Or doth-he not, rather 
expeQt that the: weightieſt work ſhould engroſs:: 


-. any ſerve, who will not only abundant! any ren onilt | 
Hem zt- night ? but brings them their 

the Fidld' to inconrage them in their labour ! way 
Wheat pity is it, that ſo good a Maſter ſhould be 
, Fo badly ierved as he hath been by mel Hark how 
be pleads to gain'my Heart. 


The POEM, by way of Dialogue be- 
ewixt Chrift and the World. 


CHRIST. 
Why ſo free of ſweat and time ? 
For what ere long will not be thine. 
Or if # might, thou jel” ft to loſs 
A precious Soul, for laſting droſs. 

. 'Thoſe weary hands, and toyling brains, 
Hight be a imploy a "for better gams. 
World/t thou but work as bard for me, 
As fer the World, which cozens thee ; 
Thy gains ſhould be 8 thouſand fold : 
Fer my Revenue s more than gold. 


| . WORLD. 
Soul, 7 bave always forind thee willng, 
Rather by me to ears a fhillaup ; 
Than tr» uſt ancertam things which bye, 
Beyond thee im Eternity. 
Shall things wnſern now remp! thee ? twfh, 
7 Bird in band's worth two ©th baſh. 

" { pay thy wages down in band, 

the thou canſt fed, taftey underſtand, 


Prevail againſt thy very ſence. 


-. QULKLIST. | 
Thus beaſts are led, thus birds are ſnar d, 
Thus ſouls for ruin are prepar'd. 
VVhat * truſt no further than you ſee, 


Toll truſt a thief as far as me. 


Deluded wretch, will nought but faght 
And ſence convince thee ? O how right. 
How juſt 1s God ? whoſe direful ſcour ge 


Such Arguments in Hell ſhall urge. 


WORLD... 


Chriſt threatens wrath to come, but 7 


Do threaten thee with poverty; 

And why wilt thou thy ſelf, and thoſe 

That are ſo dear, to wants expoſe ? © 
Come, ſee the ſaints ;, for all their bags, 
How well they thrive they? cloatÞd with rags. 


CHRIST. 
Tf my deay Saints in rags do go, 


*Tis not Religion oaths them jo ;, 


But by ſuch wants the Lord prepares 
Their Souls, againſt thy killmg ſnares. 
They all are beers, though under age, 
ExpeTants of their heritage. A 
Kept ſhort for preſent, yet contemM#- | 
A thange-mith thoſe, that ſeoff at them. - 

- WORLD. 
ft 4s-in vin to plead, for 7 X 
VVithpreſent thmgs charm power fully. - 


— — 
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O ket not-ſuch a vain pretence, 


PVhat ere thou. offer 6. they'll diſpiſe ; 

I bold thens priſoners by their Cm" . 
CHRIST. 

If they will ſerve no other Lord, 

Then. let it ftand upon record 

3 Againſt their Seals, that they. refusd 

| My wages, and: my grace abus'd. 


| ANOTHER 
Nez; will deny but thoſe are bleſſed pains, 

. 1 whichrare attended with the richeſt gams. 
”, Grant this, and then moſt clearly *tis inferr'd, 
Suul-work to all deſerves to be preferr d. 

* TP ts an unknown trade, Ob, who can count, 
=” © To what the gains of godlineſs amount ? 
+, For one poor ſillng, O, what risks ſome run ? 
””. Sometoyling as ith" fire, from Sun to Sun ; 
VV hereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 
Such beaventy 4) aro that poor ſouls have been 
Inrich*d for ever. Even as you ſee 
A Princes Favourite upon the knee, 
Can 1m.an hours time more wealth obtain, 
* _ Than all your lives by labour you can gam. 
| "Prayer-gains are great, and quick retufns are made ; 
” e then the Chriſtian drives the richeſt Fade. 
1s true, the Hypocrite that never drove 


2 o:.” , : boly Soals, which mind, and lo ely ply 

| © "their buſmeſs, preatly-are mrich*d thereby. | 
* _” The-difference "twixt the one, and t others beſt 
Sy ſuch a Sintile as this expreſe.. | 


Trade for Heaven, may Bauthkrupt prove; | 
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As in a Summers day you often ſee, 
The wanton Butterfly, and painful Bee ; | 
On Flagrant Flowers fix, whence one dorh ſtrive 
To bear bis precious burden to the Hive + 

The others pains no-profit with it brings, 


- Hts time i ſpent in painting of bis wings. 
* When Winter comes the Bee bath full ſupplies, 


The other -creeps into an hole and dies, . 


' Like different events ſhall be betwixt 


The painful Saint, and lazy Notioniſe. 


CHAP. II KA 
Upon the Chearfulneſs of the Husbandman.” 


The Plowman ſings and whiſtles though be ſweat, - 
Shall Chriſtians droop becauſe their work is great ? 


OBSERVATION, 

# Hmm p the Labours of Husbandmen are y 

great and toylſom, yet with what cliearful- 
neis do they go'through them? It is very delight- 
ful to hear the melody they make by whiſtling, 
as they follow the Plow} yea, the very Horſes 
have their Bells, which make a pleaſant noiſe. 
Horſes ( faith Mr. Fuller ) will do more for a whi- 
ſite, than, a whip ; and their Bells do, as-it we 
gingle away their wearineſs. I haye been of+ 


ten delighted with this Country Muſick; wheres. 
, | by they ſweeten their hard labours withran innos» 


cent Pleaſure, and verife the ſaying'oF the Poet”. 
Tempus in argrorun cultu confumere dulce eft. Ovid, , 
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- is the Chriſtians work, but wth | 
- Olit of the wells of ſalvation ? Iſa. 12. 


| as much as mm. 
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' come ts the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of 
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_ APPL 1CATION. 
BY how much greater cauſe have the people 
of God to addreſs themſelves unto his work 
with all chearfoineſs of Spirit? And indeed, ſo far 
as the heart is ſpiritual, it delights in its Duties. 
*Tis true, the work of a Chriſtian is painful, and 
much more ſpending, than the Husbandmans ( as 
was. opened Chap, 1. ) but then it as much exceeds 
in the delights = pleaſures that attend it. What 
9 to draw water 
You may 
ſee what a pleaſant path the path of Duty is, by 


; chearfulneſs of thoſe that have walked'in them, 
119. 14. Thave r 


F yiches, And b > Pro- 


- miſes that are made to ſuch, Pſal. 138. 5. Tea, 
they ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord rf lorem 
Hilory of t Lord. And again Tou ſhall 


t, as ahis ax pogth picks Ma bs 


lirael, 1/a.. 30. 29. 
yy By the 


Rejoi E. in the Lord, ye righteous, for 


Ip. 4.4. Where the 
not only ſimple re- 


Joiceing, bot, the highe 
< 7-1, ene Pat 132: 2,16, $ 
Joy, all ye that- are upright in heart. And Tas 


_ 22,23. 


d in the way of thy judg-' 


, when an _bol Rim is pr Ds 


1 many commands, whereby 
Pg. joy in the way of the Lord is made the Duty of 

; coy 
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ight, Pſal. 97. I 2, Rejoice, 


or er Dots _ | 


they are bid to'lcap for ) - when about the this 
of thei work. "And that 70s may | 
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'Þ Or (24. ) if we conſider the 
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ſee there is ſufficient ground for it, and that it is 
not like the mad mirth of ſinners, be pleaſed to 


| conſider, 


1. The nattre of the work about which they are 
imployed ; it is the moſt-excellent and heavenly 
Imployment that everSouls were acquainted with. 
© what a raviſhing and delightſom thing it/is to | 
walk with God And yet by this, the whole work 
of a Chriſtian is _ eſſed, Gen. 17.1.” Can any 
Life compare with.t his for? ? Can they be 


chill that walk: In the Sun-ſhine ? .Or fad, that & 
bide in the Fonntaim of all delights® And walk 
with him whoſe moafoytey: at rot 


2 Cor. 4.3. In whoſe profeſice is the 
PJal. 16. 11, O what an Ang 
Chriſtian then live? 


£1e 


of Spiri- 
tual Employments, varietas deleQat. 
Employment takes off the tedionſneſs of » ag 
Variety of Voices pleaſe the Ear 3 variety of Co-. 


{Hours delight the Eye; the ſame Meat preparediſe- 


yeral ways pleafes the Palate more, and clogs it 
leſs. Bit'© the varſety of choice Diſhes where- ; 
with God entertains bis People in a Sabbath? Ag--* 
the Word, Prayer, Sacraments, &ec. 1/258, 137 


s | If thou call the Sabbath y delights ; or, as 


Tremelis renders it, thy aclicate things. My 
ſoul ( faith David) /bal be ſatisfied, as ws marrow 
md Ja Pfal. 63. 5. 

| 3, Or Iafly, If we confider thedvitableneſs of 
this work 


regenerate Soul. 1s it any pain for 

a + to bent Ora Ira Fiſh to ſmim?- Is theEye tyred 
Oe, ? Or the Ear with I k 

ounds ? 
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ſounds? As little-can a ——__ Soul be wearied 
with Spiritval and Heavenly exercifes, Rom. 7. 22. 
1 delight in the Law of God after the inner man. Gra- 
 Vianon gravitant in eorum loco (ſaith the Philoſopher) 
weighty things are not heavy” in, their own Ele- 
ment or'Center.. - And furely, God is the Center 
of all-gracions Spirits. A Saint.can fit from morn- 
ing to-night totheardiſcourſes of thelove and loye- 
lineſs of Jeſus Chriſt. - "The ſight of your thriving 
Flocks, and flouriwing Fields, cannot yield you 
that pleaſure which-an upright Soul can find in one 
"1 er of arſhours. Communion with God, _They 
are after the fleſh ( ſaith-the Apoſtle, Rom.8.5. ) 


do mind«the thi Iles and they that are after 
the ſpirits. the things of the ſpirit. But, then, look 


how much RINEE OED tranſcend earthly 

ones.and how mnch the Sopl is more capable of de- 

* light in thoſe QbjeQts, than the (groſs and duller 
| ſencesare-in theirs 3. 10. much doth the pleaſore a» 


2h REFLECTIONS. 
wet: How am Leaſt and condemned by 
— The Carnal. - this, may ſay 4 who never fayour- 
Hearts Refle- £4 this (piritugi delight in boly Du- 
© þ ties. en I am about my Earthly |. 
yanents, 1 cango 08 unwearicdly from-day 


today; all the way is dowa-hill ro my. Nature ; 


and the wheels of my Afﬀettions, being oiled with | - 


carnal delight, runs { faſt, that they have need, 


- molt times of trigging.Here rather need theCurb 
than the Spur. © ©, how fleet and .nimble are my 
Sirits ia theſe their purſuits ! But O, what a ſlug 

am 


p 20 
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rifing from the Daty,excel all ſeuſitive delights on 


"_ 
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and is there nodelight to befornd-in the paths of 
Holineſs ? is podlinefs only adfy Root that bears 
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' have-rather proved Food and Fuel to my Pride, 
CR AGs I obſerve others to liſten to me 
" an 


- Heart, ſuch delight as this wilt end in boukng 
| delight 


 - What wilt thou” anſwer ( O my Soul) to that 
+ queſtion, Fob 27. 9, 10. Will God bear bisery when 
: trouble comes ugon bim ? Will be delight bimſelf mm the * 
-< Almighty 2 Will be always call upon God ? What | 
. wilt thaw reply to this queſtion ? Deceive not thon -. 
- thy ſelf5, © my Sovl / thou wiltdonbtle(s beeafly 


— 


_— 


an Apoſtate from Religion, , - From 


am I in Religious Duties !- Sure if my Heart were 

renewed by Grace, I ſhould delight in the'Law of, 
God, Rom. 7. 22. All the World 4s alive in their * ? 
ways, every Creature enjoys his proper pleaſure ; 


no pleaſant Fruits ? No, no there are doubtleſs in- 
comparable pkaſures to be found therein; but fuch 
a carnal Heart as mine ſavours them not. © © 
have been only fuch-as rather ſpring a The | 
from the oſtentation of GiftsandAp« | ©? 


| cannat ſay but I have _ = Kg 
light in Religious Dyties, but\ they. 
only fheh-as rath 
plauſes of men than any ſweet real Commu- | 
nion I have had with God through -them ; they 


than Food to my Son Like the Nightingate can 
be affected with my muſick. © O, falſe deceitful | 


Were my Spirit right, it would as much 
Retirements for the injoymentof God, a$it doth 
in thoſe Duties that are moſt expoſed tothe obſer- 
vation of man. Will ſuch-a ſpring as this maintain 
aſtream of Aﬀe&jons, when carnal motives fail ?: 


perſmaded to let go that thou never delighteſt in; 
and from anHypocrite inReligion,quickly become 


I 
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From all this,the uprightHeart takes 
advantage to- rouze up its delight in 7he. upright 
God; andthus it expoſtulateth with #7 sRefe- 
- it ſelf: Doth the plowman ſing a- © 
- midſt his drodging labours, and _ 
whiſtle '-away his wearineſs in the Fields, and 
- ſhall I droopa midſt ſuch Heavenly Employment? 
O my Soul, what want'ſt thou here, to provoke 
thy delight > If there be ſuch an Aﬀe&tion as de- 
| light in thee, methinks, ſuch an obje& as the 
| 5bleſſed Face of 'God in Ordinances ſhould excite 
It. Ah, how would this ennoble all my Services, 
and make them Angel like ! How lad are thoſe 
bleſſed Creatures to be imployed for God ? No 
ſooner were they created but they ſang together, | 
- andſhonted for joy, Job 38. 7. How did thev ft FJ 
the -Air with heavenly Melody, when ſent to | 
' bring the joyful Tydings of a Saviour to the | - 
- World? Aſcribing glory to God in the higheſt, 
= Of their powers: Yea, this delight would make 
1 —_ Duties Chriſtlike ; the 'nearer that 
y - the more excellent. He delighted todo 
b © ers will, jt was to- him meatand drink, 
b Ifa4o 7. Jobs 4. 32..34- 
Yea, it-would not only ennoble,but facilitate all 
- my Duties, 'and be to me as wings toa Bird in 
| flying, or Sails to a Ship in motion. Non tardat 
; untarota;oyled Wheels run freely ; Or ever /was |' 
' aPare, my Soul made me like the Charzots of Amina- - 
dab. Ol whats the reaſon ( my God ny to 
- Uight in thee ſhould be ſo little ? Isit ne 
- My unbelief is ſo great? Rouze up 0 , 
| ThouFountain ofPleaſanre! And Jet me me foriem n down 


Hubandry Spiritualized; Or, 45 
the ſtream of holy Joys'in Duty,into the boundleſs 


Ocean of thoſe immenſe Delights that are in thy 
preſence, and at thy Right Hand for-eyermore. 


' The POEM. 


What a dull, deſpondent beart is mine? _ _ 
| That takes no more delight in things Divine. 

When all the Creatures beth in Heaven and Earth, 
Enjoy their pteafures, and are big with mirth. 
Angels and Saints =" the Throne ; 
In extafies and raptures ww one 
- Perpetually is held; each bleſſed Spirit 
The pureſt | bioheſt 7 s doth there mberit 

; The Saints on Earth im their imperfel# ſtate ;, 
JT Thoſe Peerleſs Foys by Faith do þ anda 

'  Tonatural men, who ſavour not this - Jy 

" Tea bountcous nature doth unlock her Sbfire 

_Of ſenſitive delights. Tea, ſtrange to tell ; 
' Bold ſmmers rant it all the way to Hell. 
Like Fiſh that play in Jordan's Silver ftream, 
So theſe in ſenſual Luſts ;, and never dream - « 
Of that dead Sea, to which the ſtream doth tend; 
+ And to their pleaſures puts a fatal end, 

Yea Birds, and Beaſts as well as Men, » nj 

Their innocent delights. Theſe chirp bY 6 I 
The cheer ful Birds among the Branches 
' End make the neigbbourmg Groves with | 
. With various warbling notes at all invite,  _, | 
' Our raviſht Ears, with pleaſure and delight. 1 
The new faln Lambs dpi 1% | 
About their feeding Dams jump up ING: "4 
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46 The heavenly aſe of earthly things. 
Are Ciſterns ſweet: And is the Fountain bitter ? 
© Orcanthe Sun be dark when Glow-worms glitter ? 
Have Inſtruments their. ſweet melodious Azrs ? 
All Creatures their delights, and Saints not theirs ? 
Tea, theirs tranſcend theſe Ed, ones as far, 
Fu _ day Phebus doth a twinkling Star. 
— 5s then, may any Creature bave | 
A AUR A e mine for leafere: ? Whe cregave 
The like incouragement that Chrift hath s v”en, 


| To do bis will on earth as *tis in beaven ? 


pe” CY 
———— — 


CHAP. 1V. 


Upog the doe quulity'of Arable Land. 


Corn- Land muſt neuther be too fat nor poor ; 
The middle ſtate ſuits beſt with Chriſtians ſu ſure. 


OBSERVATION. 


FUsbandmen find by experience, that theirA- 
rable Lands may be dreſt too much as well 
- astoo little. If the Soil/ be over-rank, the Seed 
' ſhoots up ſo much into the ſtalk, that it ſeldom 
ears well ; and if too thin and poor, it wants its 
} due nurtyjinent, and comes not to perfeCtion. 
Therefore og car&is to kee <a Heart. but not 
to oyer-drefs or , under-dr he end of all 
; their coſt-and'pains about it is Froit : ' and*there- 
fore reaſ6nh telfs them. that ſuch a ate and tem- 
Br iv and them beff-firs it for Fruit,js beſt both 
| it and them 


AP .L--4 


The heavenhy uſe of earthly things. 47 
APPLICA TION. | 

Nd doth not Spiritual Experience teach 
Chriſtians, that a mediocrity and —_ 
-2ncy of the things of this Life, beſt fits them tor 
ie Fruits of obedience, which is the end and ex- 
callency of their beings? A man may be over- 
\ercied, as well as over-afflited, Rare fumant fu- 
«21bus are, the Altars of the Rich ſeldom ſmoke. 
\Vhen our- outward. Enjoyments -are «by. Proyi- 
ence ſhaped and fitted to' out condition, as a Suit 
to the Body,that ſits cloſe and neat, neither too 


cart nor long 3 we cannot deſire a better conditi-- 


2 in this World, This was it that wiſe Agur re- 
;neſted of God, Prov.30.8,9. Give me neitper Po- 
1 erty nor Riches but feed me with food convenicnt for 
112gleft F be full and deny thte,and ſay whois the Lord > 
''r leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the name of my God 

! vain. Againſt both he prays equally, not abſolute- 

» 2 that had beea his ſin, butcomparatively and 
!bmiſſively to the will of God, He had rather, if 


od ſee ir fit, to avoid both of theſe extreams; 


'ut what would he have then? why, Food con- 
 enient, Or, according to the Hebrew,give-me my. 
 rey.or ſtatutebread ; which is a Metaphor from 
irds which fly. up and down- to prey for their 
2ung, and what they get they diſtribute among 
wm ; they bring them enough to preſerve their 
ves; hut not more than enough to.lye ora 
' the Neſt. Sucha 7 mn Agr deſired zan 
1e reaſon. why he dehred. it, isdrawn from the 
anger'of both the extreams. He meaſured (like a 
He-Chriſtian) the-convenjency or;inconveniency 
[hiv Eſtate, in. the, World, by its ſnitableneſs or 
: unſuitableneſs 


- 


- 
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unſuitableneſs to the end of his being ; which i 
the ſervice of God. He accounted the true excel 
lency of his Life to confiſt in its reference and tens 
dency to the glory of his God-z and he could not 
ſee how a redundancy, or too great a penury C 
earthly comforts, could? fit him for that ; bor 

- middle ſtate equally removed from both extreams, 
beſt fitted that end; And this was all that'goe 
Facob, who was led by the ſame Spirir, lookt at! 
Gen, 28.20. And Jacob owed a vow. ſaying, if Gol 
will be with me, and keep me in the way that 1 go, a 
give me bread #0 cat, and raiment to put on, ſo tha 
1 come azain to my Fathers Houſe i in peace ; then ſhal 
the Lord be my God. Poor Facob, he deſiresnag 
matters in the World, Food and Raiment will @ 
tisfie him ;z in Spiritual things his deſires" a 
boundleſs, he is the molt greedy and nnfati. 
Man in the World, Hof. 12.4. bot in the matter | 
of this life, if he-can'get_ from God-but off am & 
aquam,a morſetof Meat, and a mouthfull of Wa- 
ter, he will not envy'the richeſt Craſſus or Crafe 

| fas upon Earth, Cibus © potus funt drvitie Chriſti 

- es, Meat rye are the riches Do Chriſti- 
ans. Divitiz ſunt ad legem nature compoſita 

ke Le EE 


che oe aommatt gw 


wo} 


F 1n- upon Earth, a Man + in4 
ſtrange Countrey FE netlion homem;rd?So Þ 

himſelf, Pfal, ng. 19. 1 enafroxe 
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8 3t home in Heaven, Heb. 11.-13: they profeſſed 
themſelves. to. be 'Strangers and. Pilgrims vpon 
Earth,and to ſeek a Countrey ;aTiaticum contents 
a Traveller, he will not cumber himſelfwith fuper- 
fluous things which- would rather clog and tire 
than expedite and help him in-kis- Journey.” © 

2, It ſvits beſt with his deſires, I mean his regn- 
lar and adviſed deſires. © For, +. ©.” 

1. A gracious Sotttearneſtly defiresa free condi- 
tion in” the World, he 1s ſenſiblethe hath mach 
tork to do.,a race to run, and 1s loth to be clog'd, 
2r-havehis Foot in the Snareof the Cares or Plea- 
ures of this-Lite. He knows that fulneſs expoſes 
@wantonneſs and irreligion, Deut.6.12; Hof-1 3:6. 
Fis hard, in the. midſt of ſo.many tempting ob- 
Kts,to keep the golden Bridle of moderation up- 
@ the AﬀeQions. The Heart of # Chriſtian, like 
the Moon,commontly ſuffers anEclipſswhen it isat 
he fv1l, and that by the interpoſition of the Earth. 
:It was Solomon's fulneſs that drew out and diſ- 
gived his Spirits, and'/brought'him to ſuch a low 
bÞ in Spirituals, that, it remainis a queſtion with 
e, Whether he ever recovered/itto his dying 
ay. As it is the miſery of the-poor to be neg» 
ted of Men, ſo it is the miſery of the rich te 
ple& God. Who cat be poorer, than to have 
& World, and love it7 Or richer, than to'enjoy 
it little of it, and live above it ? 

[And on the other ſide; extream poverty is 110 

s expoſed to fin and danger, Lewit.s, 2, 3,4. 

$ high and lofty Trees-are ſubje& to Storms 

kd Tempeſts,ſo the loweſt Shrubs to be browy/d 
by every Beaſt ; and therefore, a Saint de- 
E ſires 


" 
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ſires a juſt competency as the fitte}, becauſe | 
freeſt Itate. 

2. A gracious Perfc n deſires no more but a co 

petency, becauſe there,is molt of God's love z 
care diſcovered in giving in our daily Bread, b 
daily Providence. -It is betwixt ſuch a conditi« 
and a fulneſs of Creature-proviſions in our land 
1: was betwixt Egypt and Canaan; Fgypt was y 
rered with che fgot from the River lus, and } 
tle of God was ſeen in that mercy ; but Canaan c 
pended upon the dews agd ſhowers of Heave 
and ſo everyſhower of rainwas a refreſhing ſhow 
to their Souls as'well as Bodies. Moſt men t! 
have a ſtock of Creature-comforts in their har 
look: upon all as -coming in an ordinary natyu! 
courſe, and ſee very little of God in their merci 
Pope Adrian built'a Colledge at Louwarn,and C: 
ſed this inſcription to be written in Letters 
Gold on the Gates-thereof 3 TrajetFum plantaz 
Louvanium rieamt; Ceſar dedit merementum, (1. 
Utrecht planted me, Louvain water'd me, a 
©xfar gave the increaſe, One to reprove his fo 
wrote uaderneath, #ic Deus nihil fecit ; Here G 
did nothing. Carnal men, they ſow, and re: 
axd cat, and look no farther. 

But now, when a man'ſees his mercies come 
by the ſpecial and- affiduovs care of God for hi 
there is a double ſweetneſs in thoſe mercies ; 
natural ſweetneſs which comes from the Creati 
it ſelf, every one, even the Beaſts can taſte that 
well as thee ; but befides ſs there is a Spirit 
ſweetneſs, far exceeding the former, which no 


but a Believer taſtes ; and much of that comes fri 
| 


— 
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the manner in which he receives it, becauſe it comes 
(be it never fo courte or little ) as a Covenant- 
merry to him. #He bath given. bread to them that 
fear him, he is ever mindful of his Covenant, Pſ.1. 
111. 5. Luther, who made many a Meal upon a 
brogled Herring, was wont to ſay, Mendicato pane 
hic vivamus, an non hoc pulcbre- farcitur in eo, quod 
paſeimur pane cum angels & vita eterna, Chriſta & 
Sacraments; Let us be content with courſe. fare 
here,have we not the Bread that came down from 
Heaven ? Do we not feed with Angels? A preg- 
nant inſtance of the ſweetneſs.of ſuch mercies, is 
given us by a worthy Divine of our 
own, Mr. 1ſaac Ambroſe, * For.mine Epillle to th- 
| . Earl of Bed- 
own part (ſaith he) however the ford ence _wh- 
*Lord hath ſeen cauſe to give me 7, 
f but a poor pittance of outward 


*things (for which I bleſs his Name) yet in tlie 
$income thereof, 1 have many times obſerv'd fo 


*much of his peculiar Providence, .that thereby 
*they have been very much ſweetned, and my 


*Heart hath been raiſed to admire hisGrace, When 
-* of late under an hard diſpenſation (which I judge 


"not meet to mention, wherein 1 ſuffered with in- 
* ward peace conſcientiouſly) allfreams of wont - 
"ed ſupplies being ſtopt, the Waters of relief for 
my ſelf and Family did run low, 1 went to Bcd 
*»ith ſome ſtaggerings and donbtingsof theFoun- 
*tains letting our it ſelf for our refreſhing; bur ere 


*Idid awake in the morning,a Letter was brovgl: 


*to myBed-ſide, whichwas ſigned by a choiceFriend 
* Mr. Anthony A/b,which reported ſome unexpett- 


*ed breakings our of God's goodneſs for my com- 
" E 2 


© fort. 
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© fort, . Theſe are ſome of his Lines——Your God, - 
© who hath given you anHeart thankfully to record 
© your experiences of his goodneſs,doth renew ex- 
© periences for your incouragement.- Now I ſhall 
© report one which will raiſe your Spirit towards | 
© the God of your Mercy, @c. Whereupon he 
ſweetly concludes, © One morſel of God's Proviſi- 
© or, (eſpecially if it come unexpected, and upon 
©Prayer, when wants are. moſt ) will be more 
+© fxeet to a Spiritual reliſh, than all former full 
* Enjoyments Were. | | : 
Many Mercies come unask'd fer, and they re-Ju, 

| 

I 


- 
-— a ... as % — " Oy adi a 


evire thankfulneſs; but when Mercies come in up- 
on Prayer, and as a return of Prayer, their {weet-| - 
ne% more than doubles ; for now it's both God's 4 
bleſſing vpon his own inſtitution, and a Seal ſet. }; 
to his Promiſe at once, Pſa}. 66, 16, 17. Douly-] 
leſs Hannah found more comfort in her Samui: 
.el, and Rachel in her Naphtali, ( the one. be-f y 


L 
ing ask'd of God, and the other wraſtled for with L 
God, (as their Names import) than Mothers ordt Jo 


narily do in their Children. 


Yu 
* 
LT 


R$EFLECTIONS. 
| Do the people of God deſire onhF/ 
The Reflect” fo much of the Creature as may-ſMtity 
Ani2g Hype them for the ſervice of God ? WhatF%,, 
it > a wretch am I that have deſired only] 7; 
ſo much of Religion as anay fit me, 
to gain the Creature ! As God's people have ſubP%G 
jected all their Creature-enjoyments to Religiol*w 
ſooppolitely, O my Soul, thou haſt ſabjeted Reliz%y 


gion to thy worldly intereſt and deſigns, Inſteadf® 
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= | of eating and drinking to ſerve God, I have ſcrv- 
F ed God that I might eat and driak ; yea, I have 
not only acted below Religion, but below reaſon 
" alſo ; for reaſon diQates plainly, that the means 
{ mult never bemoreexcellent than the end. Wretch 
that I am, to make'Religion a'Slave to my Luſt, 
a'Stirrup to Advancement, an Artifice to carry on 
my carnal Deſigns : Verily I have my reward z 2n4 
this 1s all the gaod I am ever like rg ger by ir. 
2 And no leſs ſhovld the Worldling 
Jl tremble, to. conſider how he hath ,_. 1"< Wortd- 
caſt off the Daties of Religion, made 55 Refiecti- 
them ſtand aſide, and five place to 
the world. Inſtead of defiring fo mach only as 
"| might make him ſerviceable ro God, he thruſts 2- 


&- 

P- 

| Fe the ſervice of God to get as much of the world 
Al 
TR 


as he can, who is fo far from making godlineſy the 
"end of his Creature-comforts,that he rather looks 
"upon it as an obſtacle and kinderance to them. 
2 : May not the yery Heathens make me bluſh ? Could 
ch pArifrotle deliver this as a true rule to Proſperity, 
oy to m3ke Religion our firſt and chief care? Could . 
Aiftippus ſay, He would rather neglet his Means 
than bis Mind ? His Farm than his Soul ? Will the 
very Mabornctans, how urgent ſoeveritheir buſineſs 
al 2be, lay it all aſide, five times in the day to pray ? 
ME Yea is it common to aProverh among the very Pa- 
hat 2s, that Maſs and Meat hinders no. Man, and yet 
0lff 'T that profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian. thruſt out Duty 


nor every trife ? O wretche&Soul*? how hath the 
WW] God of this world blinded mine Eyes? Can the 
TM world indecd do that for me, that Chriſt can do ? 
a "Hath it ever proved true tothem'that truſted it-anc 


Eia® doatcd . 


b 
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doated on it ? Hath it not at.laſt turnd them off | 
as Men tarn off a.Sumpter Hovſe at night, that 
hath been a drudge-ta earry their Gold and SH- 
ver-for them all day, and at laſt is turn'd out with 
an empty. Belly, and a galled Back ? 'O how righ- | 
:20US will tbat ſentence .of God be ? Go cry to 
tize Gods whom thou haſt ſerved | 
| | And may not many gracious hearts 
_PoHraGons tyrn in upon themſelves with ſhame 
FR _ and ſorrow,to conſider how, unfatifs I: 
2 fed they have been in that conditt- Þ 
0a,that others have-preferr'd and eſteem'd as th 
greateſt of all outward: Mercies ? 1 have indeed 
bzen fed with Food.convenient, but not contegted; 
Now hath my Heart been tortured from day'to 
day with'anxious thoughts, what I ſhall eat and 
crink,and wherewith.land mine ſhould be cloath- 
ed ? I pretend. indeed that I care'but for a com» 
2crency of the world, but ſure 1 am, my cares a+ 
vouT it have been incompeteut, Come my di: 
:ruſtful earthly hearty let me propound- a few . 
G:1eitions to thee aboyt this matter, and anſwer 1} 
troly to what I ſhall now demand of thee. { 
«eſt. 1. Faſt thou here a continuing City ? Art 3 
thou at home, or-npon thy.Journey, that thou art 
{o ſollicitous about the world ? Thy Profeſſion in- 
aced ſpeaks thee a ſtranger vpon Earth, but thy 
Converſation.a home-dyeller.  Eraſn:us ſaid, he 
delired Honours and Riches, no more than a weary | 
Horſe doth a heavy Cloak-bag. Wovldſt thou not 
account him-a Fool that would Victnal his Ship as 
mach to croſs the Channel to Fraxce,as if ſhe were |. 
bound for the Eaſt-Indies? Alas ! it will be Bk A 
Itte q- 
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F } little while, and then there will be no more ne&d 
\r | Of any of theſe things. *Tis fad, that a Soul which 
j- | ſands at the door of Eternity, ſhould be perplex- 
4 | ing it ſelf about Food and Raiment. 
Queſt. 2. Which" of all the Saints haſt thon 
known to be the better for much of the world ? Ir 
hath been. ſome Mens utter ruin. Seldom dortt: 


1- | 


FCardinal, I greatly doubted of ir ; but fince I came 
to-the Popedom, 1 have no hope at-all. Theugh 
"his poor undone wretch ſpake it ont, and others 
keep it in, yet doubtleſs he hath many thouſand 
| Fellows in the worjd that might fay as much, 
" would they but ſpeak "the truth, 
And even God's own people, though the world 
hath-not excluded them out of Heaven, yer it hath 
forely clog'd them in the way thither. Many thar 
Have been very humble, holy-and-heavenly in a 
low condition, have ſuffered a ſad ebb in a full 
/ condition. What a cold blaſt have they fel: 
.coming from the Cares and Delights of this Life, 
y | £0 chill both their Graces and Comforts ! It had 
| been well for ſome of God's people, 4f they had 


: never known what proſperity meant. 
|: Queſt, 3. 1s not this a ſad Symptom of a decli- 
a $; Ding ſtate of Souhto be ſo hot,eager, and anxious 


+ E 4 about 
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ahout the ſuperfluous trifles of this Life ? Think'ſt 


thon, O my Soul ! that one who walks in the 
views of that Glory above, and. maintains a Con- 


verfarion in Heaven,can be munch taken with theſe Þ 
Vanities ? Do not the Viſions of God vail the | 


tempting 4plendor of the Creature ! It was the O- 
pinion of ſome of the .School-men, that the reaſon 
v.hy Adamin Paradiſewas not ſenſible of his naked- 
neſs, was becauſe he was wholly taken up.in con- 
verſing with God. Bnt this is certain, lively and 
ſweer Communion with God, blunts and dulls the 
edge of the Aﬀections to earthly -things 3 and 
canſt thou be ſatished-my Soul with fuch-gains as 
are atteyded with ſuch Spiritual Loſſes ? 

Cueſt, 4. To conclude; is it not diſhonourable 
to God,and a juſtification of the way of the world, 
forme that profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian tv be as ca- 
ger after Riches as other Men ? After all theſe things 
do the nations ſeek, Mat. 6. 32. If I had no Father 


in Heaven,nor Promiſe in the Word,it were ano- 


ther matter ; but ſince my heavenly Father knows 
whar I have need of, and hath charged me to be 
careful in nothing, but only tell him my wants, Phzl, 
4. 6. How unbecoming a thing is it in me to live 
and aQ as I have done! Let me henceforth learn to 
meaſure and eſtimate my condition, rather by its 
vſefnineſs to God, than its content and eaſe to 
my Fleſh. 
Fhe "PO ' E M. 

F fruit and feryice be tmdeed the end 
A To which my being and redemption tend, 
Keaſon concludes, that ſtate of all the reſt 
FFbich 1s moſt ſerviceable, to be beſt. 


| 
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Nt Foie 
Hud ſuch a ſtate experience ſhes to lye 
| Twixt fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
* T his golden Mean, ts worth a golden Nine ; 
- He that bath this, ſhould be aſham'd to whine,” 
The full-fed Chriſtian like the Ox ith” ſtall, 
| Is no may fit to work or j low withal... 
And penury like Pharaoh's leaner kine, 
Devours the fatteſt portions if our tine. - 
That man with whom this earthly pleaſure's found, 
Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious cares abound ; 
And yet can walk by ſcripture-rule and line, 
Will need a better head and heart than mane, 
Aſingle ſtaff the Traveller may find 
Of uſe, and ſervice 5 but if you ſhould bing- : 
A bundle of them to bis back, theyl make \. 
Him ſlack bis pace, and cry my ſhoulders ake,  - 
1 am a Traveller, this world's my way, 
A fongle ſtaff may be of uſe to ſtay - 
My feeble Body if it do not crack, . 
By too bard leaning on it ;, but my Back. 
Will bear no more : Alas, 1 ſoon ſhould tire ;, _ 
And more than one 1 cannot well deſire. * 
Lord, to preſcribe to thee becomes me n9t, 
I rather do ſubmit unto my Lot 3 
But yet let condeſcending Grace ad mit 
The Servants ſuit thts once, and this 15 it. 
The ſtaff of Bread convenient Itt me bave, 
And manage it diſcreetly ;, ſo 'twill ſave 
Thy feeble Servant from the mire and dirt, 
But more or leſs than this may do-me burt, _ « 
Or if thou ſay, thy Servant ſhall bave none, © 
Then ſtrengthen. Faith, that I map go alone. 
'K Ks GH APV. -- 1 
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CHAP. V. 


Upon the Improvement of Bad Ground. . 


Spent barren I and, you can reftore and nouriſh, 
L ecay. d Chriſtians, God can-cauſe to flouriſh. 


OBSERVATION. 

WA/ ng is ſpent oot by Tillage, or for 

want of Manuring, the careful Husband- 
man hath many ways to recover and bring it in 
heart again. Hefterts it lye fallow to giveit reſt, 
and time tQ recover it ſelf, carries out his Sand, 
Lime, and Compoſt, to retreſh and quicken it a- 
ain, and _in Paſture and Meadow-ground, will 
waſh it (if poſſible with a current of Water, or 
the float of the ways after a-falt of Rain,which is 
to the Earth as a Spring of new Blood to a Con- 
fumptive Body. He" cuts down: and Kills th? 


Weeds that ſack itour,and-cauſes them to make | 


reſtitution of*what they have purloined from it, 
Þy rotting npon the place where they grew. As 
careful are they to recover it when it is ſpent, 
aan honeſt Phyſician is of his Patient in a lan- 
gviſhing condition, for he knows his Field will 
2 a5. grateful} to bim, and fully requite his Care 
2a6& Colt: 
APPLICATION. 

. 5 Mans, fo God's Husbandry is ſometimes 
F cal[e,not by yielding too manyCrops 
tat coo few, The Myſtical Hysbandman hath ſome 


_ helds, (I mean particular Societies and Perfons 


«20 were once fragrant and fruitful like a Field| 


which 


—— 
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which God had bleſſed, but are now decayed and 
' grown barren ; whoſe pleaniags formerly, were 
more than their Vintage now; the things that are 
in them are ready todye, Rey. 3. 3. *Tis poſlivie, 
yea, too common for gracious Souls to be reduced 
ta a yery low ebb, both of Graces and Comforts ; 
how low. will not ſay”: Our Britiſh Divines tcll 
us, That Grace indeed cannot be be-/ 
ally intermitted,nor finally Yoſt; bur How 'ar tro2 | 
4. | here may be an omiſſion of the AQ, — oh poo 
- | though not an omiſſiion-ef theHabit- — © th 
in X 
} The Att may be perverted, though 
ry the Faith Cannot be ſubverted It Gratia zec19- 
© | may beſhaken in, though not ſhaken 24/itcr inter- 
2 out ; jts Fruits may fall, but its Sap 197, þ 
ul þ hid in the Root; they demerit js 

the loſs of the Kingdom, but loſe it mictinury-bats» 
Is 'not effegively ; the effe&t of Juſtifi- tus non dmit- 
1-1 cation may. be ſuſpended, but-the #7. 430. 
*| ſtate: of the Juſtified cannotbe dif- 27741197, F- 
re Slved, * : 4's 108 ſrebver- 
t, -— $447, Concti-> - 

IH, 1027 CX-. 

\s eutirur Defluit fruius, lates ſuccus, Fus a1 regnum amis- 
t, | turt demeritori:,non effe@ive, effeFus juſlificationis ſuſpendi-- 
1- | tur, at ſtatus juſtificer; non diſſolvirer, Soff Britt. 


el Certain It is, one that like Paut-hath been rape: 
up with joy, even to the third - Heavens and ©ry--- * 
ed; Iam more thaw a Conqueror who fhall ſeperate - 
5 | me from the love of God ? May at another tune1ye: 
| Mourning as at the Gates of: Death, cryng; © : 
e| wretched man that I am whoſhall delivey me-frone ths - 
$| body of this death2 One that hath walked anſweet® 
| Common. with, God, ſigning himſelf in the Ugh 
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of his Countenance, may afterwards walk in dark- 
neſs, and ſee n0 light Iſa. 50. 10. Re that hath 
caſt Anchor within the Vail,and rode ſecurely in 
the peaceful harbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to 
feel his Anchor of Hope come home to him, and 
go adrift into the ſtormy Ocean again,crying with 
the Church, Lam. 3. 18, My boepe is periſhed from 
the Lord. His calm and clear Air may be over-caſt 
and clouded,yea, ited with Storms andTempelts, 
Lightnings and Thunders; his Graces, like under- 
gcound Flowers in the Winter, may all diſappear, 
and hide their beautiful heads. 

To God he may ſay,l am caſt out of thy ſight; 
} know thou canſt do much, but wilt thou ſhew 
wonce's to the dead ? 


To thePromiſes he may ſay,you are ſweet things 


y 
indeed, but what have I to do with you ? I could | 


ence indeed rejoyce in you as my portion;but.now 
I doubt I graſped a ſhadow, a fancy inſtead of you. 
To Saints he may ſay, turn away from me, labour 
not to comfort me, O do not ſpill your precious 
Ointments of Conſolation upon my Head ; for 
what have I to do with Comfort, To former Ex- 
periences, he may ſay in his haſte, you are all Liars. 
To theLight of God's Countenance,he may ſay, fure- 
well {weert Light,l ſhall behold thee no more. To 
Satan, he may ſay, O mine Enemy, thou haſt at 
laſt-prevailed againſt me, thou art ſtronger than 1, 
and haſt overcome. To Duties and Ordinances, he 
may ſay. where is the ſweetneſs 1 once found in 
you ? You were once ſweeter to me than the Hs- 
ney-comb; but now as taſteleſs as the white of an 


Eyg. O ſad relapſe ! deplored change ! quantum 
atetus ab illo ? But 
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” heavenly aſe of earthly things. 61 
But will God leave his poor Creatures helpleſs 
in ſuch a caſe as this? Shall their Leaf fall, their 
Branches whither,their Joy;their Life,their Heart 
depart ? Will he ſee their Graces fainting, their 
Hopes gaſping, the new Creature panting, the 
' things that are in them ready to die, and will he 
not regard it ? Yes, yes, There 15 hope of a Tree if 
jt be cut down, and the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, yet by the. fcent of water it will bud,and bring 
forth boughs like a plant, fob 14. 8, 9, This poor 
declined Soul, as fad as it fits at the Gates of Hell, 
may rouze vp it ſelf at laſt, and ſay to Satan that 
ſtands triumphing over him, Rejoyce not over me, O 
mine Enemy for though 1 fall, yet I ſha# ariſe ; 
though I fit in darkneſs, the Lord be a light unto 
me, Mic.”77. $, He may raiſe up himſelf upon his 
\ Bed of langviſhing ſor all this, and ſay to-God, 
Though thou haſt chaſtned me ſore, yet haſt thou uot 
given me over unto death, He may turn about to the 
Saints that have mourned for him, and with a 
ltightſome Countenance ſay, 7 ſhal} not die but live, 
and declare the words of the Lord, He may fay tothe 
Promiſes, you are the true and faithful ſayings of 
God, my unbelief did belye you : I faid in-my 
haſte you were Liars, but I eat my words,1am a- 
ſhamed of my folly, Surely, © Soul, there is yet 
hope in thine end, thou maiſt be reſtored, P/al, 
23.3, thon maiſt yet recoyer thy verdure,and thy 
Dew be as the Dew.of Herbs. For, | 
1. Is he not thy Father, and a Fatherfull of 
Compaſlions and Bowels? And can a Father ſtand 
by his dying Child, ſee-his fainting Fits, hear his 
melting groans,aad pity DoggDENE; enact 
ep 


* G62 Habavary Spiritaalized; Or, 
help him eſpecially. having Reſtoratives by him, 
that cando-#t? Surely. As a Father-pities bis own 
Cbildren, ſo will thy God juty thee, Pſal. 103,12, 13. 
He will ſpare thee, as a Father ſpareth bis own Son 
that ſerves bim, Mark 3. 17. Heark, how his Bow - 
els yearn; [have ſurely beard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf, is not Ephraim my dear Son ? #5. be not a 
pleaſant Child ? for ſince 1 ſpake againſt bim, 1 do 
e rneſtly remember bim-ſtll, I will ſurely have mercy 
on-him Jer. 31. 20. 

2, Doth he not know thy Life would be altoge- 
ther uſeleſs to him, if he ſhould not reſtore thee ? 
What ſervice art thou fit to perform to him, in 
ſach a condition ? Thy days will conſume like ſmoke, 


whilſt thy beart is- ſmitten and whithered like graſs, 


Pſal: 102. 3,4. Thy Months will be Months of 
Vanity, they willfly away, and ſee no good, Job 
7.3. If he will but quicken-thee again, then thou 
mult call upon: his Name, 
dead and iſhing condition, thou art nomore 
fit for -any work of God, than a ſick Manis for 
manual Labours; 2nd ſurely hz hath not put thoſe 
precious and excellent Graces of his Spirit within 
thee for nothing3 they were. planted there for 
Fruit -and Service, and therefore doabtieſs he wilt 
revive thee again. 

3; Yea, doſt thou notthink-he ſees thine ina- 
bility-to bear ſach a condition long ? He knows 
thy Spirit would fail before. bim, and tbe Soul which ht 
Bath made, Wa. $7.16, David rold him as much, 
m the like - condition, Pſal. 143: 7, $.' Hear me 
ſpeedily, O-Lord, for my Spirit faileth ; bide not thy 


Pfal. 80.18. but in a. 


Face. fromme, leſt I be like unto thoſe that go down _ | 
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The heavenly «ſe of earthly things. 63 ; 
the Pit; q.d. Lord, make haſte and recover my 
languiſhing Seul 3 otherwiſe, - whereas thou haſt 
_ fick Child, thou wilt ſhortly have a dead 
Child. : bn 

Andin like manner Job expoſtulated with him, 
Fob 6, 1.2. 3,11, 12. My grief ts beavier thas the 
ſand of the Sea, my words are ſwallowed up, for the 


Arrows of the Almiphty are within me ;, and the poy- 
; fonthereof drinks bs 


ſpirits : The Terrors of God 
do ſet themſelves in array againſt me, what is my 
ſtrength that I ſhould bope ? is my ſtrength the ſtrength 
of ftones # or are my bones of braſs ? So Chap. 9. 12, 
Am I a Sea, or a Whale » &c. Other Troubles a 
Man may, but this he cannot bear, Prov. 18. 1 4. 
And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and gracious 
revivings will come, He will not ſtir up all bus wrath 


| for be remembers thou art but fleſh ;, a wind that pa 


feth away, and cometh not agam, Pſa. 18. 38, 39. 
Be hath ways enough to ds it. if hedo but vun- 
vail his bleſſed Face, and make it ſhine again up- 
en thee, Thou art: ſaved, P/z; $0. 3. The mani- 
feftations of his love, will beto thy Sook, as ſhow- 
ers to the parchedGrafs; thySoul that now 4 
and hangs theWing, ſhall then: revive and leap for 


"joy, /ſa. 61. 1. A'new Face ſhall come v 


Graces, they ſhall bud again, and bloſſom as a 
Roſe, if hedo but fend a ſpring of 


*Avxiliary Grace into thy Sonl to ac- &rais grei- 
-tuate the dull habits: of inherent - aw pſaee.. 


Grace, the work 1s done ; then ſhalt 
thou return to thy firſt works again, Rev. 2, 4, 
$s. and fing, asinthe days of thy yonth.. 

| _ 2. R F- 


Hushen dry Spiritualized ; Or, 
F REELECTIONS:. 
O this is my very caſe, ſaith many a poor Chri- 
ſtian ; this my Soul languiſhes and droops from 
day to day; *Tis good news indeed, that God 
both can and will reſtore my Soul, but ſad that I 
ſhould fall into ſach a ſtate. How unlike am1 to 
what once I was ? Surely, as the old Men wept, 
when they ſaw how ſhortthe ſecondTemple come of 
the glory of the firſt, ſo may Þ fit down and weep 
bitterly, to conſider how much my firſt Love,and 
firſt Duties excelled the preſent. For, © : 
1. Is my Heart ſo much in Hea- 
A Convittive yen. now,as it was wont to be? Say, 
RefieBion, O my.Soul / doſt thou not remem- 
ber,wben like the beloved Diſciple 


64 


thou layeft in Jeſus Boſom? How didſt thou ſwee- | 
ten Communion with him ? How reſtleſs and im- 


patient waſt thou- in his abſence ! Divine with- 
drawments were to thce as the Hell of Hell : What 
a burden was the world to me in thoſe days! Had 
it not been for Conſcience of myDuty.1 could have 
been willing to let all lye,that Communion with 
Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption, When 1 awa- 
ked in the night, how was the darkneſs iolightned 


by the heavenly glimpſes of theCountenance of my | 


God upon ' me? How.did his Company-ſhorten 
thoſe hours; and beguile the tedionſneſs of the 
night ?.O my. Soul, ſpeak thy experience, 1s it 
now as.it-was then! No, no, thoſe days are palt 
and gone, agd thou become much a ck nger to 
that Heavenly Life. Art thou able with. truth to 
deny this chargezWhea occaſionallyl paſs by thoſe 
places, which were once to me as Facob's ay 

Þ/ 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things... 65 
him 51 ſigh at the remembrance of former paſlages 
betwixt me and Heaven there ; and ſay with Job, 
Chap. 29. O that it were with me as in months paſt, 
as in the days when Godyreſerved me, when Lis Can- 
dle ſhined upon my head, when by bis light T walked 
through darkneſs, when the Almighty was yet with me, 
when [ put.on righteouſneſs and it-.cloathed me, when 
my glory was freſh in me ! When I remember theſe 
things, my Soul 1s poured out within me, 

2, 1s thy obedience-to the commands of Chriſt, 
and motions to Duty,as free and chearfbl as they 
were wont to. be. ? Call to mind, my Saul, the 
Times when thou. waſt borw-down the ſtream of 
love to every Doty,if the Spirit did but whiſper to 
thee, ſaying, Seek my face, How did my __ ec- 


| choto his calls ? ſaying, Thy face Lord mill] ſeek, 


Pſal. 27,8, If God had any work to be done, 
How readily dig 1 offer my ſervice ? Here am I, 
Eord, ſend me. My Soul mage me like the Cha- 


Tiots of Aminadab ; Love oyled the Wheels of my 


AﬀeCctions,and his commandments were not grievou;, 
1 John 5. 3. Non tardat una rota. There were 
no ſuch quarrellings with the command, no ſuch 
excuſes and delays as there are now, No, ſuch 


-was my Love to Chriſt,and delight todo his will, 


that I could no morekeek back my ſelf from Du- 

ty, than a Man that's carried away in a Crowd, 
Or laſtly, tell me, O my- Soul, doſt thou be- 
moan thy ſelf,or grieve ſo tenderly for Sin, and 
for grieving the Holy Spirit of God.as thot waſt 
wont to do? When formerly I had fallen by the 
hand of a Temptation. How was | wont to lye in 
Tears at the Lord's Feet, bemoaning my ſelf? How 
did 


66 Husbanary. Spirityalized ; Or, 
did I haſten to-my Cloſet,and there cry,like Ezra, 
Chap. 9. 6. O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to 
look up unto thee, Howdid I ſigh and weep be- 
fore him, and, like Ephraim, ſmite upon my 
Thigh, ſaying, Y/hat have I done ? Ah my Soul | 
How didfſt thou work, ſtrive, and caſt about how 
to recover thy ſelf again ? Haſt thop forgotten how 
thou wouldſt ſometimes look up and ſigh bitterly? 
Ah! What a God have I provoked ? What Love 
and Goodneſs have I abuſed ? Sometimes loak in 
and weep, Ah! What motions did 1 withſtand? 
What a'good Spirit have 1 grieved ? Ah,my Soul, 
thou weuldſt have abhofrr'd' thy ſelf, thou could? ſt 
never have born it, had thine Heart been as ſtu- 


 Pid and as rentlefs then 'as now. If ever a poor 


Soul had reaſon'to diflolve it ſelf into Tears for 
its ſad Relapſcs, I have. | 

| 2. But yet Mourn not, O my 

A Supporting Soul , as one without hope, Re- 

RefleCion. member, There is bope in Iſrael con- 

cerning this thing. As low as thy con- 

dition is, it is not deſperate,it is not a Diſeaſe that 

ſcorns a Remedy ; many a Man that hath been 

ſtretcht out for dead, hath revived gn, and li- 

ved many a comfortable day in theWorld; many 


a Tree that hath caſt both Leaf and Fruit, by the | 


$kill of a prudent Husbandman,'hath been reco- 
vered again,and made both flourifhing and fruit- 
ful. Is it not eaſier think*ſt thon,to recover a Jan- 
gviſhing Man to health, than a dead Man to Life? 
And yet this God did for me, Eph. 2. 1 .Is any thin 
too hard for the Lord ? Tho? my Sou! draw nig 


to the Pit, and my Life to the deſtroyers, yet be a 
en 
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Husbandry Spiritual; zed ; Or, 67 
ſend me a meſſenger, one among a thouſand, that ſhall 


| declare to me my uprightneſs ; then ſhall he deliver me 


from going down into the Pit, my fieſh ſhall be freſher 
than a Child's, and T ſhall return to the days of * 


| youth, Job 33. 22, Thovgh my flouriſh, and'm 


of my Fruit too be gone, and I am a withering 
Tree ; yet as long as the Root of the matter is in 
me, there is more hope of ſuch a poor, decayed , 
withered Tree, than of the Hypocrite that wants 
ſuch a Root, in all his glory and bravery. _ His 
Sun ſhall ſet, and never riſe again ; but.I live in 
expectation of a ſweet Morning, after Mis dark 
Night. | 
Rouze up therefore, O my Soul, ſet thy Faith a 


4 work on Chriſt for quickning Grace, for he hath 
| Life in himſelf, and quickens whomſoeyer he will, 


John 7.38. Stir up that little which remains, Rev. 
3. 2. Haſt thou not ſeen lively flames proceed 
from glimmering and dying ſparks,when careful- 
ly collefted and blown np ? Get amongſt the moſt 
lively and” quickning Chriſtians ; as iron ſharpens 
iron, fo will theſe ſet an edge upon thy dull affettzons, 
Prov. 27. 17. 4&s 18. 15. But above all, cry 
mightily to the Lord for quickning , he will nat * 
deſpiſe thy cry. The moans of a diſtreſſed Child, 


| work upon the Bowels of a tender Father. And be 


ſare to keep within thy view, the great things of 
Eternity, which are ready to be revealed ; live in 
the believingand ſerious Contemplations of them, 
and be dead if thou canſt. *T'is true , thou haſt 
reaſon enough from thy condition, to be for ever 
humbled ; but no reaſon at all from thy God, to be 
in the leaſt diſcouraged, . 

c 


Al 


The POEM. 
Hou art the Husbhandman _ and 1 
A worthleſs plot of Husbandry. 
Whom ſpecial love did ne'retheleſs 
Divide from Nature's Wilderneſs. 
Then did the Sun-ſhine of thy Face, 
And ſweet Illapſes of thy Grace 
Like April Showers, and warming gleams 
Diftil its Dews, refief its Beams, © 
Hy dead: Aﬀetions then were green, 
And bopeful Buds on' them. mere ſeen : 
fe 1to Duties ſoon were turn'd, 
In which my heart within me burn'd, 
0 balcyon days" thrice bappy ſtate ! 
Each place was Bethel, Heavens Gate, 
IWVbat ſweet diſcourſe | Vat beavenly talk ! 
YVhilſt with thee I did daily walk ! 
Mine Eyes o'reflow,, my heart doth /-1k ; 
Asoft as on thoſe days 1 think. 
For ſtrangeneſs now 1s got between - 
My God and me," as may be ſeen 
By. what is now, and what was then ; 
*T ts juſt as if 1 were two Men. 
My fragrant Branches blaſted be, 
No fruits like thoſe that I can ſee. 
Some Canker-worm lies at my Root, 
VV hich fades my Leaves, deſtroys my Frifit. 
Ay Soul is baniſh'd from thy ſaght, 
Foy this it mourneth day and night. 
Yet why doſt thou _ deſponding Iye 2 
VVith Jonah caſt a backward Eye, 
Sure in thy God help may-be bad, 
There's precious Balm in Gilead, 
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Husbanary Spiritualized; Or, 69 
Thit God that made me ſpring at firſt, 
Can much more eaſily reſtore ; 
My Soul to what it was before. 
'Twas Heman's, Job's, and David's caſe, 
Yet all recoucr'd were by Grace, 
A word, a ſmile, on my poor Soul ;, 
VFill make it perfed, ſound, and whole, 
A glance of thine bath ſoon diſſel»'d 
A Soul in /1n, and grief invold, 
Lord, if thou canſt not work the Cure, 
I am contented to endure. 


"CHAP. VL 


Upon the Uncurableneſs of ſome Bad 
Ground. 


No gkill can mend the Miry Ground, and ſure 
Some Souls the Goſpel leaves as paſt a Cure. 


OBSERVATION. 
' AN Lthovgh the Induſtry and Skill of the Hus- 
bandman can make ſome Ground that was 
uſeleſs and bad, good for Tillage or Paſture, and 
improve that which. was barren ; and by-his coſt 


and pains make an Acre worth ten, yet ſuch , is 


the nature of ſome rocky or miry, ground, where 
the Water ſtands, and there is no way. to cleanſe 
it,that it can never be made fruitful. The Husband- 
man is fain to let it alone, as. an [curable Piece 
of waſte and worthleſs ground 3 and thongh the 
Sun and Clouds ſhed their influences on it,as well 
a9 


70 The heavenly uſe of earthiy things. 
- 8s upon better Land, yet that doth not at all mend 
it. Nay, the more Showers it receives, the worſe 
it proves. For theſe do no way fecundate or im- 
prove it; nothing thrives there, but worthleſs 
Flags and Ruſhes, 
APPLICATION. 
Any alfo there. are under the Goſpel, who 
are given over byGod to judicial blindneſs, 
hardneſs of heart,a reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual 
barrenneſs;ſo that how excellent ſoeyer the means- 
are which they enjoy and how efficacious ſoever 
to the Converſion, Edification and Salvation of 0- 
thers ; yet they ſhall-never do their Souls good , 
Ezek.47. 9, 11. Every thing whereſoever the River 
comes ſhall live, but the miry places thereof, and the 
Hariſhes thereof ſhall never be bealed, but be given to 
ſalt ;, (3.e.) given to an obſtinate and everlaſting 
barrenneſs. Compare Deut. 9. 23.By 
Spiritual Bar- theſe Waters, faith Judicious Mr. 
renneſs, p-3- Strong, underitand the DoQrine of 
the Goſpel, as Rev.21.2. a Riyer of 
Water of Life, clear as Cryſtal. Zic fluvius eſt 
uberrima dodrina Chriſti, faith Mr. Brightman.T his 
River 1s the moſt fruicful Dodrine of Chriſt,yet 
theſe Waters do not heal the miry Mariſh places, 
(5. e.) men that live unfruitfally under Ordinan- 
ces, who-are compared 'to rftiry Mariſh places in 
three reſpeRs. SL | 
(1. ) In miry places the Water hath not free 
flage,but ſtands and ſettles there. So it is with 
theſe barren Souls; therefore the 4poſftte prays , 
that the Goſpel may run and'be glorified, 2 The/. 
3. 1. The Word is faid to run, when it meets with 
no 
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1o ſtop, Cum libere propagator, whea it is freely 
ropagated, and runs through the whole Man ; 
jhen it meets with no ſtop either in the mouth 
f the Speaker, or Hearts of the Hearers, as is 
oth in theſe. b% ; 

( 2. ) In a miry place, the Earth and Water is 
11xt together ; this mixture makes mire. $0 
then the Truths of God do mix_ with the Cor- 
uptions of Men, that they either hold ſome 
*ruths, and yet live in their Luſts ; or elſe when 
len do make uſe of the, Truths of God to juſtifie 
ad plead for their Sins. Or. 

(3.) When as in a Miry place, the longer the 
Nater ſtands in it, the worſe it grows ; ſo the 
»nger men abide under Ordinances, the more fil- 
1y and polluted they grow: Theſe are the miry 
laces that cannot be healed, their Diſeaſes in- 
1rable, deſperate. 

O this is a {ad caſe, and yet very common ! Ma- 
y Perſons are thus given over as incorrigible and 
;opeleſs, Rev.22.11. Let bim that 1s filthy, be filthy 
il, Jer.6.29. Reprobate falver ſhall men call them, 
w the Lord bath reje ed them. Iſa.6. Go make the 
rart of this people fat, their ears dull, &c. | 

Chriſt executes, by the Goſpel, that Curſe upon 
1any Souls, which he denounced againſt the Fig- 
ree, Mat.21.19. Let no fruit grow on thee benceſortb 
vw ever, and immediately the fig-tree withered þ 

o be given up to ſuch. a condition, is a fearful 

dgment indeed, a Curſe-with a witneſs ; the 
am of all Plagues, miſeries and Judgments, a fatal 
troke at the Root it ſelf. It's awoe to have a bad 
leart, (faith one) but its che depth of woe , to 
have 


F contemptible thing to the Sword, which is in it. 


72 Hasbandry Spiritnalized ; Or, 
have a Heart that ſhall never be made better. Tec 
be barren under the Goſpel is a fore Judgment | 
but to have that 'pertmax ſterilitas, a pertinacious 
barrenneſs ; this is to be twice dead, and pluckt 
vp by. the Root, as Jude ſpeaks. 
And to ſhew you the woful and miſerable ſtats 
and plight of ſuch Men, let the following partis 
' culars be weighed. | | 
(1.)It's a ſtroke at the Soul it ſelf, and inwar 
Spiritual Judgment ; and by how much the more 
inward and ſpiritual any Judgment is, by ſo mucti 
the more dreadful and lamenrable. AsSoul-mercie 
are the beſt'of Mercies3 fo Soul-judgmears are the 
ſaddeſt of all Judgments. If it were but a Tempo- 
ral ſtroke upon the Body, the loſs of an Eye, at 
Ear, a Hand, a Foot, tho! in it ſelf it would be a 
conſiderable. loſs ; yet it were nothing to this. 
Omnia Deus dedit duplicta (faith Chryſoſtom)ſpeak-' 
ing of bodily Members;God hath given Men dou- 
ble Members, two Eyes, if one be loſt, the other 
{npplies its wants ; two Hands, two Ears, tw 
Feet, that the failing of one, may be ſupplied by 
the help of the other; {imam vero unam ; but one 
Soul, if that periſh,there is not another to ſupply 
4 irs.loſs, The Soul, faith a Heathen, 

*Oox kev &,, 18 the Man, that which-is ſeen is 
Sew#&- 73 the Man. The Apoſtle calls the Bo- 
oeautyoy. dy, a vile Body, Pbil.3. 21..and ſoit 
Plato. _ 1s compared with the Soul; and Da- 
nl calls it the Sheath, which is but a 


O it were far better that many Bodies periſh, than 
one Soul ; that every Member were made the = 
an 


"* The he, venly. aſe of 0 bly things. 

id fubjeR of the moſt exquiſite Forture, Sa 
Ich-a Judgment ſhould fall ppon the Soul. - 
(2- X Wark a Rog Golan lA up> 
18. the Soul ithis Life, to give it up to barren-« 
iy YECAN It cuts off all es all 
cans, nothing can be a bleflin to him.If one come 
op edead.if Angels ſhould deſcend from Hea- 

n to preach to him ; ;there is no hope of him. If 
30 — Man,who can open? Job 12.14. As 
ere was none found inHeaven orEarth that could . 

« 04> th oem yer les . $.5.- 10 is there 

Q.0 ing by the madof themoſt ble and ailful 
6 , thoſe Seals of hardneſs, 

hos impreſſed upon the. Spirit. . = 

IT ap, Vlavey will never let out. This 

>which es up-the Anathema Maranatha, 

Cor. $6.22. which is the dreadfulleſt Curſe in all. 
a Bo dok of God, accurſed till the Lord come. 

43. ) 'Tis the moſt indiſcernable ſtroke to them- 
ves that cab be, and by that fo much the more 
ſp! ate. Hence there is faid to Pagan avs 


* 4 
LY I an? 


-And Toi TEA: ro 
a e up of Opn, iſ. 
we-lngredients, which- caſts a 5 
co fc fleeps that do what: you will - 
yy apubeh, fey - Hake their eyes 
oy, and their cars dull ;, left they ſhould ſee, je 
and bt converted, Iſa. 6. 9, 10, This is the 
2 that cannot _,. whicty is ſpokep - of, 


Rom. ; 


H..4& 


 Hubangry Spiritualized ; Or, 
Rom. 2: 4, For-men.are not ſenſible at all of this 
Judgment, they: do not in the leaſt ſuſpeR it, and 
- that. is their miſery. Though they be-curſed Tree: 
.which ſhall never bearany Frei to Life, yet many 
tines they:bear abyndaiice of other fair and-plea- 
- fant Fruits to-the Eye; excellent Gifts, and rar 
\Endowments z and theſe deceive and undo-them. 
Mat..7..22. We have fropbefied in thy name; this 
makes,the Wound deſperate, that there. is nc 
finding of it,no-probe to ſearcluir. | 
{. )*? Tis 2 ſtroks-tharcats off fromthe "_ 
all rhe-comfort and-{weetneſs of Religion, A ma 
may pray;hear and confer,but all-thoſe Duties arc 
_ dry ſtalks unto himy.which yield no meat, no ſo- 
lid-ſubſtantial nutriment -;, fonie common touche 
vpon the::Aﬀedtions:he - may ſometimes find -i 
Duty. the:.3 Foice: or- Rhetorick of .thi 
Preacher" may perhaps ſtrike his. natural Aﬀeci 
ons; are 'Tragical - Story Pathetically de; 
Hvered may dÞ.; but:zo have any real Communior 
with-God in Or Ordinance ,any Diſcoveries or View 
W= the Beauty of es inthem; that he canno| 
hee a 45 rs 23x. 5r tie _— ial Effe&ts end Opera 


—_ 
6.3”! 


Ci fon choke ther bear j63 iffo 
- -. the effe@ would always follow;unleſs miraculouſl 
- EA Fe ages e inopiel ys 
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> > REnE=S Fey 


- 4 
— 


The tieaventy uſe of earthly things. 75 
ted. Cauſe.whoſe efficacy and ſucceſs depends upon 
the arbirrary concurrence of the Spiritwith it, The 
wind blows where 4t liſteth, ſo is every one that 15 born 
of the Spirit; Johg 3. 8. Of bis own will *begat- be us 
y.the word of -truth. Ordinances"areas the Pool 
of:Betheſda;which had its healing, virtue only when 
the /ngel moved the Waters, butthe Spirit never” 
moves tavingly upon theWatersofOrdinances,for 
1h2 healing of theſe Souls, how many years ſoever 
they lye by them; . Though others feel'a Divine 
power in:themz/yet-they ſhall not.” ''As the Men 
that travelled with Paul, when Chriſt appeare#to' 
hich from-Heaven, they ſaw the light, but heard 
not thevoice, which he heardtoiSalvation : So it 
' iswith theſe;rieyſeetheMiniſtershearthe words, 
' which are words of Salvatwito others, but not fo 
tathem., » Concerningtheſe» Miſerable Souls, we” 
may ſigh andrſay'to Chriſt;as Martha did concern» 
| ingher Brother Lazarus 4 Lbrd;ifthowhadſt been 
| | hereiwthis. Sermon, or. in this Prayer; his Sout- 
\ | Htadinotremained dead; | Buthere is thewoe that 
| |} lye>wpon him, God: is departedfrom the means; 
| 1. andinorte canthelp hmm: >: "Nh 
| | <(5-) Tisfucha ſtrokeapon theSpiritof man, 
avs a fearful ſign of hisEternal-Reprobation:*Tis - 
true, we cannot poſlitively ſay of 'a man'.in this 
Life,' he.is a Reprobarte, one that God-will never” 
ſhew-mercy to'4 but yet there are ſome-probable ' 
marks: of it-upon ſome men in"this Worklyand” 
they-are:of a trembling Confic 1 where ever 
they'appear; of mhiche this'iis'0n8'of the ſaddef,” 
2. Cari 4.: 357 If our-Goſptl be bid, "tis 'bid "to theſe 
that are-loft, in whons 'the God of this: world bath + 


76 _IHurbandry Spiritudlized; Or, 
_ inded the minds of them which believe not ;, leſt the 

Jight of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image 
-0/ God, ſhould ſhine unto them. So AGs 13.48. As 
many as were ordamed unto eternal life believed. Te 
believe not, becauſe ye are not of my Sbeep, John 10. 
 -26, And again, Aft. 13. 11. To youtt 15 gt 

to know the myſteries of the Kingdom, but to them it 
is not given, There cannot be a more dreadful 
'GharaRer of a Perſon marked out for wrath, 
:than ..to continue under the Ordinances, as the 
Rocks and Miry places do under the natural infin- 
ences-of Heaven, What blefled opportunities had 
Judas ? He was under Chriſt's own Miniſtry, he 


-oftren heard the gracious words that proceeded |}. 
out of his Mouth z he was day and night” in his FJ]; 


Company, yet never the better : And why 7 Be- 


-cauſe he was the Son of Predition ;, that is, a Man 
” appointed to. Deſtrudtion and Wrath. 


: (6. ) And laſtly, To add no more. - *Tis ſuch 
a.ſtroke of God upon the Souls of Men, as \mmedi- 
ately fore-runs Hell and Damnation, Heb.6.8. But 
that which bearetb thorns aud briars.is rejefted, and 1s 
wigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to. be burnt. So that 
look as ſome Saints-in this World,have had a pre- 
libation.or foretaſte of Heaven, which the Scripture 
calls the carneft of the Spirit; this is a Precurſor 
of Hell, a'ſfign of wrath at thedoor. We may ſay 
of it, as tis laid of che-pale Horſe inthe Revela- 
$704, that Hell follows it. Jf a man abide: not m 
me, { faith-Chriſt,). gobn 1 5.6; be is caſt forth as a 
lr anch and withered, which is the very ſtate of theſe 
barren,curſed Sauls. © And what follows ? Why, 
Faith he, men gafher them, and caſt A 4 

4 | ire, 


Fd 
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T he heavenly aſe of earthly things. 57 
Fire, and they are-burned. Lo, this is the Ven- 
geance which the Goſpel executes vpon this: bar- 
ren ground. | 
- REFLECTIONS. 
1. Well then, bleſſed be God that 


made me feel the ſaving power of _ The fincere 
. the Goſpel.O, letGod be exalted for 


Soul's Reflie» 
ever for this mercy ! that how de- ne, 1 
feQive ſoever I am in common Gifts,though 1 hav 
a dull Underſtanding, a leaking memory, a'ſtam- 
mering Tongue ; yet 1 have felt, and do feel the 
power of the Goſpel upon my Heart. I bleſs thee 


_ C my God) that althoagh I labour under many 
\- Spirttoai infirmitiess JEL i am not fick of this Ih- 
I: coreable Diſeaſe. LI have given thee indeed juſt 
+ . cauſe to inflitand executethis dreadfulCurſe-upon 
5 mealſo, but thou haſt not dealt with me after my 


deſerts ; but according to the riches of thy Mercy. 


. Some little Fruir 1 bring forth;and what it is,is by 


vertue of my Union with Jeſas Chriſt, Form. 7. 4. 
And this hath-more in it as to my comfort, than- 


- all the glittering Gifts and ſplendid Performances 


of the moſt glorious Hypocrire can yield to him, If 
| might have my choice (ſaith.one) 1 would ckuſe 


- and prefer the moſt deſpicable and ſordid work: 
.of a ruſtick Chriſtian,before all the ViRories of 
, Alexander, and Triumphs of Cz/ar. Bleſſed there- - | 

. fore be the Lord, who bath abounded vinto me, in all _ 

ſorritual bleſſings, in beavenly things in Chrijt Jeſus, _ 


I cannot remember a Sermon as another cangbur 


. bleſſed. be God that 1 am able to' ſavour ir, and 
- feel it; that I have an Heart to love, and a will 
| toobey all that God diſcovers to be my Dury 


F 3 z. Og, 


76 Husbandry Spiritgalized ; ' Or, 
She 1:0 O, then _ m- cauſe oe! 
e FOrml to make my: boaſt of Ordinances;an 

Profeſſors Re- lory in 6 External Priviledpes, 
fletion: 'S y he Y 

who never bear SpiritualFruit vader 
chem ? If I well conſider” my condition, there is 
matter of trembling, and not of glorying in' theſe 
things. It may be, while I have been 'glorying in 
them, and liftingup my ſecure Heart npon them, 
the Lord hath been ſecretly: blaſting mySouLunder 
them,and jinſenſibly executing this horrible Curſe 
by them. Shall I boaſt, thatwith Capernatom Fam 
lif:e4up to Heaven, (ince I may withythem art laſtibe 


caſt down to Hell ? And if fo, Lord, what a'Hell F 
will my Hell be ! 'It will be more'tolerable ror So-J 


dom-andGomorrah than for me. It drewTears from 
-the Eyes of Chri{#, when he was looking from Je- 


yaſilem, under the ſame confideration that I'donbtf- / 


| have cauſe to look npon my own'Soul, Lee 19g, 
41. He wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, 
. even thou at leaſt in this thy day, the'things which te- 
' long to thy jeace ; but now they are bid- from thine 
eyes. So long have been a Hearer, a Profeſſor 
of the-Goſpel, ſo many years T'have injoyed its 
«diſtinguiſhing Ordinances, but have they not been 


_ all dry and pe Ie to me; hath not the Þ' 


'Spirit of Formality ated-me'in them ? 'Ffave-not 


felf-ends and worldly reffefs lain at' the bottom 
of my'beſt Duties? - Have not :my Diſcourſes.in 
Communion with the Saints, been Trade words 
ſpeaking what 1 hayelearnt,'but not felr? Sad 
3s 'my condition now,'but it would be deſperate 
and jrrecoverable ſhotl{ſt thon execute this Corſe| 
- ypon me... | 


3. And 


The heavenly aſe of earthly things. 59 
3. And what may-I think of my. 
condition? Lord, I acknowledge.my The lcb fruit- 
unprofitableneſs 'under the \Means ful Chriſtians 
- hath been ſhameful; and: this hath Ys 
made my-condition-doubtfal, 1 have often trem- 
bled-for fear, leſt my- Root had been blaſted by 
ſuchi\aCurſe; but if ſo, whence is this trembling ? 
Whence theſe fears and ſorrows abour ir-? Doth 
ſach'Froit grow inthat-Soyl which thou haſt Cur- 
ſed ? 'I am told but-now, that on whom this Judg- 
ment falls, :to-them thou giveft an Heart that can- 
not repent. Lord, 1 bleſs thee for theſe evidences 
_ of freedom fromthe Curſe 3 for the fruits of fear, 
1 forrow, and holy jeatonſte. The  - 
Laws of ' men ſpare for +the-Fruits _foman®leges 
I fake, and wilt not thov ſpare me al- Taporyy I 
: fo my God, if there be'tound-in me Curſo w_ 
a' bleſſing in the bud, 7a. 65.8. 

4. To conclude, what a-ſerions _ _- 
Refieion-'ſtould ' this *vecaſion in The Goſpel 
every diſpenſer ofthe Goſpel ? How Preachers Re- 

ſhould he'ſaywhen he goes to preach. *<*t0n- 

g | the Goſpel, I amnow'gomg'to:preach that wore» 
n| which is to Ve a ſavour'of Life or -DeatFto theſe Soul'3 + . 
e | « v6 how many were irs non the'Curie - 
of perperval barrenneſs he 'execnted this:day ! O 
1 | -- how ſhovlt\{ach 'a »rhowght-melc his Heart inro 
n | Compaſſion over them, und\make-him'beg; hard, 
s | and plead-earneſtly with God for a berter iſſve of | 
4 | .. the Goſpel than this upon'them? 

Ee W The -P OE M.; 3 | 

el \0 U that beſides your-pieafant fruitful Fields, 
KK Have uſeleſs Bags, and rocky ground, that Fry +4 
a #6 2 


— a. | a. Ae... 
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$o Husbandry Spiritualized; Or, 

Tou no aduantage, nor! doth quit your "toft, 

But all your paims and charges on them's loſt, 

Hearken to me, Pl teach you how 40 get 
#fore profit by them, than” if they were ſet 
' At bigher Rents than what your Tenants pay 
For your _ fertile Lands; - and here's the way. - 
Think when you wiew them, why the Lord bath choſe 
T beſe; as the Emblems to- decipher thoſe: 
T hat under Goſpel-grace grow'worſe and worſe; 
For 'means are fruitleſs, where the Lord doth curſe. 

Sweet Showers deſcend, the Sun his beams refleds 

On both alike ;, but not with like effeGs. 

Obſerve, and ſee how after theſe ſweet Showers 

The Graſs and Corn revrve; the fragrant Flowers 

Shoot forth their beauteous beads, the Valleys ſang, 

All freſh, and green as in tbe verdant Spring. - 

But Rocks are barren ſtill, and Bogs are ſo ; 

Where nought but Flags, and worthleſs Ruſhes grow. 

Upon theſe Mariſh Graunds there lyes this Curſe, _ 

The mere Rain falls ;, ra ſo much; more the worſe. 

Even ſo the Dews of Grace, that ſweetly fall, 
From Goſpel clouds, are not altke to all, 
The gracious Soul doth germinate and bud, 

- But to the Reprobate it doth no good. 

* He'slike the withered Fig-tree, void of Fruit , 
A fearful Curſe bath ſmate his very Root. | 

"The heart's made fat, the Eyes with blindiieſs ſeal d ; 

_- The ercing'f truths the Goſpel cre reveal d, 
Shall ill be fo bim. butt as the Sun and Rain _ - 
Aye to obdurate Rocks fruitleſs and vain, 

Be this your meditation when you walk 

By acts and Fenny-grounds, thus learn to, talk ” 


With | 
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The.heavenly uſe of ear thiy things. | 

| Let haps our own Souls ; and let it make weft: oF O2 
s your eaſe that is deſcribed = OY 

is the beſt Ns, pup you can make. 

Of ſuch bad ground, good Soul, 1 pray thee rake 

Some pain about them . though they barren be, 

Thou ſeeſt bow they may yield ſweet Fruits to thee. . 


&Q ? 
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| C-H A P. Vik 
Upon the Plowing. of Carn-land. 


The Plowman guides bis Plow with care aud 5hill... 

1' So doth the-Spirit in ſound Convidion (tHl. 

OBSERVATION: 

T requires aot Only ſtrength, bat mach skill amd3 

- jadgment,to mage and gnide the Plow. The.: 

4 Hebrew word © which we Tranflate to Plow, 
kgnifies tobe intent, as an Artificer is about ſome: 

curious piece of work. The'Plow muſt neitirergo® * © 

ho tbe nortoo deep in the Earth; itmuſt gor”- 
' ident the ground: by —— crooked Farrows;.. 
nor leap and make baulks in ground ;, but.be-- 


=rm tos ell age Ho oe xo 
ia a ſtrai Loe, that the floor or ſurface”: 


| ftheEield may made plain: Asit'ts 174.28. 257 - 
" | And hence thay 9.62. Me that purs+ 
bis band 30. the plow, and looks back, is nor fit” for 


the kingdom of leaven; The meaning is, | that #$ he : 
that plows, muſt hayehis Eyes alivays forward,to > | 
o nd itedt hi band in caſting the firrows= 

wand geven3{ for tris hand” will be quickly» 
| FS cal. 


©. TIS. 
82 Huchanivy Symitudiizells Or, 


Ont when His eye is off. ) So he'ith#heaftily re- * 


ſolves for Heaven,muſt addi himfetf wholly and 
intently tothe- buſineſs of Religion, and nor have 
his Mind intangled-with the things of this World, 


'-.. which he hath left behind him ; whereby jt ap- 
pears, that the right management of the Plow, 


requires as much $kill as ſtrength. 


APPLICATION. 
His Obſervation in Nature, ſerves excelently 
to ſhadow forth this Propoſition in Divinity. 
That the work of the Spirit in convincing and 


bumbling the Heart of a Sinner,is a work wherein | 
much of the wiſdom, as well- as - power of God F 
is diſcovered. Fhe work ofRepentapge and faving Þ 


ids 2. Om rin, is ſar forth ig Scripteve | 
- Glaſſms Ret. Þy this Metaphor of plowing, Fer. Þ 


ftes, p. 300- + 2. Hof. Jo. 12. Plow up your fal- 
owl in :; 1edgand DIOKen-Nearted LOT Hin. 
di nh And the pr 7 AS betwixt both 
..- + . theſe Works, appears ia the follow- 
Wet TENOR or Job eter 
<4 - ) Tisa har 
u-Sreckoned one of the painfulleſt manual labours. 


ir 1alfo a very hard thing to convince and humble 
the Heart of « ſecure, ſtout, and proud fiance, 


ſecure 
Qurate tn wickednefs. What Zather ſaith of a de- 
xeRed Soul, That it is 45 cafic to rail the d 


cure, yeapnens Saver 00 as ealie to Sp | 
\- © Rocks, as £0 work ſavi ntrith p99 fuch a |” - 
-  Yeart, Ciiius _ ako Away e meſtiog|: 


% 


d and difficult work to plow, 


hat a 
Po 
. 


Vs %, 


as to | 


gang; ort fucb one, The ſame 1 may {ay of the ſe 


- 


hd 


17 


- Rock, Amis 6. 12: Shall borſes run upp the rock 2 


—_ ET ESP 
- 


; cience with ſuch piercing #lemimz's,'and tilts the - 


Las O&M 


_ "but Hlea- bitings to this ; this wap : 
" Tronbles.- See how that Chriftian N 


The) I ca Lie ] A 7 PE 2 | 5. 


Eanguape and' earneſt nktrkies of theGofpel,cin- 
Not urge ſuch a Heart to ſhed s Tear : Therefore 
it's-called a Heart cf Stove, Fzek. 36. 26. a firm - 


will one plow there with Oxen ? Yet, whe the Lord . 
comes in the power of his Spirit, theſe Rocks &6 -- 
rend and yeild to the pdWwer of the Word. 

( 2. ) The Plow pierces deep into the boſom of 
the Earth, makes ( *$ it were ) a deep galh or - 
wound in the Heart of itzSo doth the Spirit upotr - 
the Hearts of Sinners ; he pierces their very Sculs: + 
by Convidtion, AGs 2. 37. When they 
- beard this, they were pricked ( or pier- KJ9Ty nr = | 
| ced point blank ) to the h:art. Then Paine. cede + 
the Word divides the' Soul and Spirit, 86 pee 
Heb. 4. 12, It comes vpon the Cofi-- Fit 


Sword of Convidtion ” ty into their Sovls, that” - 

there is no ſtenching the Blood, uo Hebling this *- 
 Wound.till Chriſt hi far come and undertake the - 

'Care. Heret lateri lethalis  arthido this barbed © 
Arrow 'canndt be pulled out of t their Hearts by a- - 
'ny,biit the hand thar ſto itio. Difcobrfe withKach - »4 
-a Soul about his Trovbles, and he will. teltyouſthac _ | 
"all the ſorrows that ever he had i inth hisWorld floſs - 
' ofEftate, Health; Children; or whatevef ri 


mY 


7 38. is diſfolyed into Tears. Now 11/4; 
EIS 


at the noiſe of bis rt» 
— 24 ies Hows of God go 4 6 over the Solit: Rt Ma - 


' rows are deep Waters, in which the afid: 
otsSonl would'fEHk ati! & * 
"0044 


6 ae Spirit aalizee 


Ne If Crit b a ſecret and ſy ak wh Had, 
hokd it up by the Chin E 
{ 3. ) The Plow rends the Farth/in parts and 
Pieces, which before was united, and makes thoſe 
yeorrRs hang looſe, which formerly lay cloſe. Thus 
Spirits of ConviQtion rend in ſunder the 
_ and its moſt beloved Luſts, Jvel 2. 1 3. Kent 
yur dearts, and not your garments ;, "that is, rather 
than your Garm - for the ſenſe is comparative, 
thoogh the expeellon be negaive. And this rend- 


| a ies not only acute paia ; fleſh cannot be 


- under without anguiſh, nor yet only force 
ind, violence ; the Heart is a Nubborn and knotty 

>. aplend/mad/ will ae cafily yie, bot it alſo implics 
*.. Þ ikooion of parts united : As when a Garment, 
. .orthe Earth, or any continuous Body is rent; thole 


Kher 5 e ſeparated which formerly cleaved toge- F 
s Sin and the Soul were glewed faſt together 'Þ 


before, there was no parting of them, they would | 


. as ſon part with their Lives as with their Zuſts 5 + 
Hur now! when theHeart is rent for them truly,ivis Þ 
alſo reat from them everlaſtingly By E.7. 15. tor. F.: 


LY I + I-The.. Plow turas up, ifcovers ſuch 
 Uiings 85 ay bid in the Boſom wp the Earth before, 


= _ vie Eye#of Men. Thus whep.the Lord plows up 
E — Co 2Cor. 14.24, 


DE Each Urpplas 


es, roche 
maFnt chow 7 


quick and. powerfid, 


rod ping £nen to the 
andmmarrow, 


SEE: 


Covered under a.fair green ſurface, from 
Jdeart of a Sinner. by. Conxiftion, thea the ſe- | | 
25 the molt. ſeeret and ſhameful Sins will then -| 


AV, 


$+. 


-| but there 1 ſtuck, and that was my Eternal undoe + 


ow  & MS. £2... 2 = gn 7 


© The hravenly fe of earthly things, $5 
tents of the beart, Fcb, 4.12. It makes-the Fire 
burn iawardly, ſo-that. the Soul hath-no reſt till 
onfeſlioa-give a vent to treable. Eaig-would the 
ſhuffling Sinner conceal and hide his ſhame, but the 
- - word follows him through all his ſinful ſhifts, and 
brings him at laſt to be his own, both accuſer, wit- 
-neſs, and judge. ' "avg 
( 5. ) The work of the Plow Is but opus ordinur- 
bile, a preparative work in order to Fruit. Should * 

' the Husbandman plow his ground never ſoften, 
yet if the Seed be not caſt in and quickned,in vain is © 
the Harveſt expeQed, Thus Conviction alſo is but 

© a prepative to a farther work upon the Soul of a - 

"Singer. If it ſtrick there, and go no farther, it 

| own but an Abortive or untimely Birth. Many 
| have gone thns far, and there. they have ſtuck 


- & they have been like a Field plowed, but not ſowed, - 
F which is a matter of trembling conſfideratio 
{| hereby their Sia is greatly aggravated, and-thej 

. Y ernal Miſery ſo much the more increaſed. Q 


bes 


2when a poor Damned Creature ſhall with. horror 
© zefleR upon himſelf in Hell, how: near. was I once 
- under ſuch a Sermon to Converſion? fl y,van 
. were ſet in order befor me,my | 
kened and terrified with the guilt of, 5 many 
- purpoſes and reſolves I had then to tyra to 
which had they been perfeRted by anſwerable Exe- 


entious,l had never come to this place ofTorment; 


8 
. 


Many Souls have I known ſo terrified. with 


ing, 
the guilt of fin,that they-have come roating under 
| anon, rreagtqregs | ©; ſahato_s 
Mold Qind-thcks breach. ad bormmage borne 


np earn -ahd yet | 
were" inthat fit with fin, they 
add inbraced 'them again, 

(6; ? plowing when the Earth's prepa- 
r6d ant mottified by the Showers of Rain,then the | 


I 


work $665 6h AectIy and early. And neyer doth 
the Heart ſo kindly melt, as when the Goſpel 
- Olbuids Uiffolve, aid the free Grace and Love of 
PeftrsChrift comes ſweetly ſhowring down npon it ; 
theh trelents and mourns ingenuovuſly, Exek, 1 6. 
65, Thi thou meaiſt. remember, aud be confounded, 
ind never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy 
Phttiie, when 1 uk pacified towards thee for all that | 
thou nb we Hone. So it was with that poor Penitent, 
Dilſee 7. oe when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered 
=_ —$—x ye -aboumding, riches of his Gracein 
manifold Abominations ; her. 
andy melted within her, ſhe waſhed. the Feet of 
Ub} with Tears. And- indeed, there is as much 
hd wee _— the Tears which are forced by 
' and thoſe-which are ex- 
EE bY the Grice ofthe Goſpel, as thete is be- 
(:'of aCondemiiedMalefetor;who 
he& nnder, and thoſe o 
by;that recives kis pardon at the 
adder, afid is melted by the” = 
Prince x ienl's bi 
Plow Kills thoſe rink” Weeds which. 
| thei {Ns by the POS | 


— 


DD wr ft A A 6 w$S_a 


{ 2 "na Rr Ae Roma 


——— — 


FR OST TRIS Ov 3-8” 


ad 


' ner, occaſions, This and thas hive £: G08 1 20"the 
{ fin of native, as well as pr aife . Bubold 7 was Jhayhn 
in iniquity, Pſa. 51. 3. There muſt be' 6 


- eult to the Plowman, © This ol 


————— 
refigious wrath Tien ary ens the. J6ul 


carimot'' endure Sin,ttemblecat'e.' 7nd bwoman 


more'bitrer thew dearh Cluith penivetie Solo 


mon) :Epel. 


7/26. Convidon;Bie Spt feit Faukev The Soul to 


joath what it fotrherlyfoved and deliphred inc + 


(8.) That Fietd is not well plowed, there the = 
/Plow jumps and skips over 


£00 und 
makes baulksitmsft run wp the whole Field alike; 
and that Heart is not ſaviii gy convicted where a- 


oy Luſt is ſpared'and jefr artonched. Sing Cit- 


viction extends it ſelf toallſins,frot'only wy fid in 


general, with this cold wonfeſſion, I am a ſinner ; 


bit to the particulars of ſin, yea, to the partievtar 
crrcamſtances and aggravations of time, plitte 1AN- 


of any ſin; the ſparing of one fin, is a far® Argu- 
ment thou art not truly humbled for «vy av. Is 
far is the convinced Soul from ftudions cOnteal. 


- ment ofa beloved fintha tv weepuover that Wore 4 
than over any other tal ſin. 
(9) New groutid is much more eafily; jones 


than that, which by long lying Nie b/% 6f'T 
more conſolidated and lung 
rooted Thorns and Brathbles, hs SH reps i 
prod is like W 
old Sinner, that nana: Ry Har 
wn pt means of Grace. O the difflcilty of 


ſuch a Perſon ! Sin hath got Tuck 
fn tfcart hot { habitonted to the reprook 
ek of theWard; that few ſuch are wrought yo 
W 


. bi a Ste ES - I _— , ——=— I 
- k ' 2 | 4 hu « be ' \ = 6 & : 4. XY 
—-— 


 theStomach, and'bei 


x X 


; Or; 


SAD; _ - A = _ = n »4 
f c uy a - - . : < 
o 0 er - © 2, * - 
Jos . 
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% 


_— home ſuch a-Soul at-jthe 


Solomon Eoc. 7 28; One man among 4a 
ſand bave I found, ke. Few that have lon 
ed the Goſpel that come afterwards to 
ving ellcacy efficacy thereof, 

REFLECTIONS. 

+. O Grace, for ever to be admi- 
The true Con red f that God ſhould ſend forth his 
we: Word and Spirit to plow up my hard 


refiſt- 
the ia. 


ke hath left ſo many of more tender, ingenuous, 
ſweet, and T 
ture, or means of Graee: Oh bleſſed Goſpel ! 

Heart-diſſotviag Voice ! I have felt thine Efficacy, 

Ihave experienced thyDivineand.Irreſiſtible Pow- 
er ;. thou art indeed ſharper than any. two-edged 
_and- woundeft to the Heart ; but thy 
are the wounds of a Friend. All the 


i in my Soul, were ſo many 
Goapagal to let in Chriſt; all the blows thon 


gaveſt were but to beat off my Soul 
fin, which 1 


embraced: and had -retained to 
my everlaſting ruin,hadſt theo not ſe them 


didſt indeed bind me withCords ofConviQtion and 


ys. 


> GAS uShae called to one obdu: 
tavetarate Singer? I-do not ſay but God 
eleventh Hour, 


but 1 may ſay of theſe, compared with others, >; 


A R = " =o ones 


and. ſtony Heart { yea, mine, when. 
S, without any Cul- | 


3 andme. \ O Wiſe and . Mercifol Phyſician, thou Þ\ 
| ' forrow; bat icwas only to-cat ont thatStonpin my . 


1SnCoOonooamn, mn o0wf 0 ooo... wa 3. 5 


Heart, which had killed me if it had contianed } 
- there.. Oh, how did I e and oppole thee, 
| Sao: wi eSword ofan-Eno- 


- 


- 
- 
, 


\ how to quench thoſe flames they warne me of. 


ther than the ' Lance; and; of: | | 
| aoetions que day k 


"wherein -my fin was diſeaveredand imbiftered ? 
happy Sorrows which prepared-for ſuch; matchleſs 


"Tho hhews 


13 Joys! O bleſſed Hand oehich: turned my Salt Wa- 


ters into Pleaſant, Wine ! And after-many. 
and forrows | of Soul didſt bring/foxth the > 
child-of Deliverance-and Peace..; / ;-= - 

2-But O, what'a;Rock of Ada-- | 
mant is this Heart of mine 4that ne- 7he Subbers 
-ver yet was wounded and favingly 4**7* Afec- 
pierced for ſin by theTerrors of the ©"... 
Law, or melting voice of the Goſpel! long have I 
fate under the .but when di d iedle relegt- 


{og pang ? O my Soul /. _ my ſtupified Soul / thou 


haſt got an Antzdote -R epentance, but, haſt 


- ainſt Hell Jl Caf k out the 
ſenſe of ——— but art thou ble to = 
Torrors of theLord hereaff, thn 6 


Tee he 
the day of 


a deaf Ear tothe ſeatence of Chriſt 1 


- Judgment, as eaſily as thou doſt tg. e intreaties 


of Gariſt in the day of Grace, it were, JomeneR ; 


but ſurely there is no defence. ainſt that. Ah, Fool = 


that I amsto quench theſe Convidtians,unleſs I 


3. And may not ] challenge the. 


firſt place og.e theMonrners in 7h Miſcary- 


the World, 
Lf - Convictions "which at ſeveral times 


have loſt thoſe 4%, Soxts Re- : 
came vpon me under the Word? 1 haye been of- - 
fonemokencd by it, and figled with terrors and 
under it; 3 but. thoſe troubles haveſaon 


—_—y _ and. my Heart ( like Way re 


- Hiokinaby SyMibaihieed; Or, 
Avorad frommthe Fire) retarn'd to itsmative-cold- \ * 
neſt” Lord, What a difmal caſe.am Lin? Magpy | * 
(2 Convitions have” 1 rhoaked and ſtrangled, which | - 
It 'may be ſhalliiever more be reviv'd; until thou | | 
boy mango mem Jodgnieiit. per 


3rpatigys, {aid brooght'forth. nothing but Wind 
-rmy Froubles Have: mo deliverance,” naj- | - 
ther have my Luſts falldwbefore thein': My Con-| | 
ene indeed*hatH deen ſometimes ſick-with ſin, | ;, 
""pExZſofick as torwomit them up by an external, i 
*puttial reformation /but themwith the-Dogyhave [ir 
) tomy Vomit,'and now'I-dovbt$.ug 
Hr phe S anos, Innes repent.Oh -t 
"Lin "Br as Be 04. Tots he « Pris * 
' Her Eſcaped, arid?a) rad recovered, whom the Jay-P :þ 

"160: th'd Irons: ' Surely, O'my Soul ! | *1 
Be Spititual Trombles' return not; "again, they 
As with: 


7h Back to'bring Eternal Tronbles.'It | 
"thee, 'O my Soul'as/ with a'man 'whoſe 5 
Bones have' Been broken, and not well-ſet ; 'who} 
ft; Chow terrible ſoever it appear to him) en-[/ 


I returned 
' ypivent 64 


__ 


ret e pain of breaking and ſetting them again, | "9 
If ever he be mide a'ſound man. ' O that I might| 49 
rather" ch\ſe” bo be the'Obje& of thy wounding [*! 
erp thantf hy ſparifig eelby's '[f thou plow[* 

Not -v my Heart apain” by compuſſQiion, 1 ay 

nal be refit in pieces at '1aft by deſperytion, | 


The POEM. 


C-. | ®s 143 in Plowing that the Pons, 4 
No ' For if tooJhallow, Boo tech bbgolY” lf 


Jh 


7 
a-J- 
* 
z 


The ſeeds is titber buried, or. elſe 

To Rooks and Daws betome a = _ 

"This, as a tively) 

 Deſeribe the bleſſed Spirits ht way 
Whoſe work on Souls, we this oth nibol . 
Betwixt them both, "thus the reſemiblaniee byes. 
"Sorts are the-Soyl; Conviilion-i+the-Blow.-. 

God's Worktnen draw, the Spit ſlents them bow, 


; " 73 T 
1Tbe heart pep ſoattersintbe(ſetd, 


aff#breb sf $.4no. fowl morPVeed. 
(Shall Peony ae writ eh firdepinCin.:. 


5 14+ by the! Fields, 


i ſeas hePlow." 
"Sometwies this Plow- thin) el gant drm 3 


ef That little feed which fyrings the Si beanis burn 


— "Ih 


| 7 5 ports and +444, be 5 ner _ a ha 


The reſt uncovered yes, tb Fowls Bevour : 
"las! their bearts were toucl/, buet mot with porter. 


The cares and pleafares of this worid' bazie trownu 
"The feed, beforeit'prefd abwve the prota. 


| CG me- ſprengs-mdeed; the Seriptuyt ith! NE 


, \Dorefterke powers of tre V/Forld to ome 


"Thee: Ermbrio's never come to timely 
Becauſe the ſeetl that's ſown wants oY 
Turn up, O God, the bottom 9 heart ; 
 #nd, ;tatbe cd that [#4] thou re 


ebotceſt leſſon 
Tit this m altmne; or 


we 7 


CHAP. 


"he — Hukandry 


| "EH'A P. Vu, 
Upon the Seed-Corn. © | 


The choiceſ Wheat is ſtill reſervd for Seed, 
f HOON Fe are choice mdeed, 
EE CER Aha — Y TO 
"OBSERVATION. _ | 
admen are-very careful and curious aj! 
' bout their Seed-Corn, that it _—_ X 
be clean and pure; but the beſt and le 
in- HP, i628. 23. He Be caftth in the pri 
anyÞbe more full and rwonl than 
ther; _ trend -tor Seed, Fiz -uſral wit 


apes to-pickand leaſe their Seed-Corn þj 
ſeparate the Cockel and Dar 


hter and hollow Grains Tate 

| anpifet their diſcretion, for a 
0 the yigour and neſs of the Seed, 1 
and produdtion is like to be. 

_ APPLICATION. F 
Ba choice | and- principal Seed-corn. withf 

which the Fields are ſowed, after they: 
red. for it, doth admirably ſhadow orth}, 


Sponge I 'Pri 2, tes Grace infuſed I 
grommets as they 


Dobriows in the: api | F 
r excellency above other Prince 
s in Seven more. ; 


The Earth at. firſt naturally broyght for 
d.Cver bor ie reg. Ba wikout k 


0 *. T7 


LETS 
es 


If 


Hel 


A 
x £ 


F Tos hravenly ofenf earthly things. 93) © 
peQed, So Man at firff had all the Principles of / | 

{Holineſs im bis nature, but now they muſt be in- 

" Ifuſed by Regeneration,or elfe his nature is as void 

| of holineſs 5th barren and untlled Deſert io 


2; "he earlier the Seed is ſown, the better it is 
Frooted and enabled to endure the Aſperities of 
the Winter ; ſo when Grace is early infoſed, when 

natursis ſanRtified in the Bud,Grace is thereby EX= 
x lingly advantaged : - >Fwas Ti imothys ſingular 
advantage, that he knew the Scriptures of aChild. - 

E Froſts and Snows conduce yery much to the 

-reating of the Seed, and makes'it ſpread,and 
Root much'the better. So do- Af- 
lictions, which uſually the -People of God meet 
ok after their Calling, and in their very 
ie eed-time, 1 The. 1.6. And you becarne” followey's- 
Tl, us and of the Lord, baving received” the - word'mm 
relluch affti But if they hve fair Weather then, 
Tho be fore they ſhall meet with Weather hard c- 
ic ug afterwards, Heb. 10. 32. Fut call to remens- 
Jirance the former days, wrongs þ he were illumi- 
ejutted, ye endiered a great fight 
\{ 744. When the Secd is ta ot into-rhe ante muſt” 
je covered up by adorn ny the uſe whougFin in 
| __ ndry,is not only to lay a plain floor(a 
ak) but to open and let in the Corn to 
i® of the Earth, and there cover it up foy 


w-FOrac mapdriraogey Her nkedear on _ 

it Þ! TI 15as well the finiſher as the An" _ 

or Grace, Heb. 12. 2/*And of this they". © 
t. - t may 


94% — HuchoveyoShaitunkizeds: Or" 
ragy be.confidens, thay ke that hath boegn a £d0d-. 
work-inthem, will. perform--it.unto the day of 
Chrjlt.. The, care of-God gver-tha Graces of his 
Peoplezis like the covering gf theſecd for ſecurity. 
5. Seed-cornis in its own nature,of much more”; 
value and worth than other Cogn y-the Husband- 
mag catts inthe-principal-W heat.So axe the Seeds, 
o-Grace ſowa injthe .renewed: Soul;: for it's cab- 
ledy The ſeed of: God. 1 Jahn-3. 9. The, divine -na-; 
2. Pet; 1', b«- One. dram of-Grace is far. be--|| :; 
4 the glory 07 this World ; ; It's more preci4 T0 
qua -than' Gold which periſhes, 1 Pex. 1; 7 be $o 
proce-of it 15 above Rubies, gn all-that thou canſt dem 2. 
ſr tor 1b compared with it, Prov. 3.315 
6,:TherSis a great deal of ſpiric and vigour in 
aJizale Seed, though 4g .be-ſmallin: bulk; yer it 89h 17 
greaby1n- vergueiand efficacy, Gyaciouz habits are?} ' 
al{o\,vigorous and-efficacious things. Suchis theifyf /' 
eftcary.that they oveicame-the Wonlgas. John 5. 
4 Vatfoever4ts born of God, overcomatb:the Worldo: 
Theyorallyalter and change the Pexſanimm whom] | 
T re, dc tnat. per ſe cited US 111. thine 0) hp S 
Pragchcth the Kgith whigh once þe. dire + They 
\ eagle 4he Squi 40.40 ang duljer- 8x64 khings for 
GodgHeb, 41. Gabe > Ls 
2'Lb ear are potentially. andwvintually 
I zall Grain of Coxn.$9 are-allthe-fruits of 0s 
Ik ;Fhich;Beligyers: aftgrwards:bring forth! 


\ 


w by mega men eres 
£005 abi Sr OR en 


EY: ea Nee ahem: 
Surely, 


t2 


ice 


.Þ <1ely,. the Heroicaland Famous AQts and.. Ats.\ 
f | --+:vements / of the: moſt| renowned . Believers. 
$ ng, from: ſmall = ao at firſt; .to- that. 
+ | - : nency: and. 
1 |: Fhe foui nels of© the Seed depends upon. 
- Sun and Rain, by which: they are quickaed, as 
$4] :: penned largely in-the next. Chapter. And by... 
- | | {1ciples of Grace. in us have- as neceſlary a.de-. 
-j |: lance upon the aſliſting and exciting Grace 
-| + 10ut ns. For:though it be true, they are. Im- 
4Þ :o-+tal Seeds ; yet that'is not ſo much frem their. 
e $01 "ſtrength, as from the Promiſes, made tothem, 
| i. that conſtant influx from above, by, which: 
| © are revived and preſerved from timg:to time, 
iy The Secd is fruitful in ſore Soyls more than- 
814 | + hers;proſpers much better,and comes ſooner - 
92} '- | 1aturity.. So doth Grace thrive betiers and; 
fol 11:7 faſter in-ſome Perſons than; in others... 1; . 
vil | iii groweth exceedingly, | 2 The, 4. 3; Whuft. the. 
lo: ' 1's that are in others are ready to dye,; Rev. 3: 2. 
mf | -2agh-no- man's Heart:be naturally a kind: Sopl,, 
wif © race, yet doubtleſs Grace is-More edyarae., | 
Jr me diſpoſitions: than in others+-7:;#.n,7 _ x] 
r , *And-laſtly; 'their Aguermeyt 906 | 

. ; in this, the Seed-corn is-ſcattereq into 
yi +: of the Field, as 'proportionably and: 1 only. 
s 5 7: vy-be;-$0 + —_ key into.all chef, 

"| (94E ment; a © Afiectigns-Bre-. 
1 BY lh theſe-new Pri TherGod of po 44h: 
wo (1 frye whelly,11 Theſiigei23070 Rnd nf, 
Dj © 6 thos you fee,whby 55209: AFP, 
aol tal 1-Seed;: Now in-the.noxt: pens os Fg 
4)" dahing promiiedand mainlydelignadnanisn- 

Chapter) 


gt arbindey Speſiewalecad:; «Qr;. i * 
: er) to ſhew you the hatciaels and excellen».Þ#; 
| jy of theſe holy Principles with: which SanQified «fx 

Souls are embelliſht and adorned ; and to.convince * y 
yoa that-true Grace excels all. other Prirciples,byry F 
which other Pevſons are ated;even as the-princi- 2 
"pal Wheat-doth the:ChafF, and refuſe ſt » I ſhall h 
ere inſtitute'a compariſon betwixt Grace 2nd the if ; 
moſt ſplendid, common Gifts in the World, and-if ( 
its tranſcendent excellency above them all will I ( 
evidently appear in theſe _ following Parti '4 
calats. 
_ _ 47 Themoſt excellent common Gifts comeput! a 
of the common Treaſury of God's bounty andthat oþ 
ina'natural way. They-are but the Improvement. 
of Man's natural Abilities, or (as one calls they) 
NE TS up by ow Wind- of a 
e benign and li acation ; but Principles #of 
F ce 'are of -a Divine and Heavenly originab Ng 
*% acid exten not enduced or raiſed from Nature, + 
bue ſeperngtocaily infuſed by the Spirit from on : 
John 3.6. That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, oi} 
avd that which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit. When a;/|pr 
\ Soul is ſanQified by:rhem, be 'partakes of the devine-/| dig 
| _— 1445 "reap fleſh, pior of blood, nor |\y! 
the will of Man, but of God, Sk 13; In this: 72; 


| they differ. from Gifts, as the heavenly" [11; 
ras hey which was rained down from Heavea dif- : 4 


F- fers fromcommon Bread, which by pains and in-'He: 


duftry: the'Earth In a natural way: 'tfof 
2. . The beſt natural Gifts afford not that ſweet= com 
nefsand ſolid comfort to the Soul that Grace doth 3 5 
they ate but a dry ſtalk that affords no Meat. for a: ſera 
Soul to feed on. A Man may have an underſtand-"Fhe 

{TOM iog 7 


\ 


TFT The 5e4v2n!y uſe of earthly things. 97 
*Fiog full of light, and an heart void of comfort at 
"Frhe ſame time ; but Grace is a Fountain of pureſt 
"Fliviag ſtreams of peace and comfort, 1 Petr. 1.8. 
I Bdicving we rejoyce with jqy unſpeakable and-full of 
Pabry + Light is - ond for the righteous, and joy for the 
Mwrobt i beart. * All true pleafores and delights 
tart ſcminally in Grace, P/al. 97. 11, They are 
0 (own for them in_theſe Divine and Heavenly 
2} Graces, which are glory in the Bnd. 

"4. <3. Gifts adorn the Perſon, but do © 

«*$xot ſecure the Soul from wrath. A w< @® Pc. 
"min may be admired for them” a- gb ue" Sher. 
monz men, and rejeted Eternally 

L Jy God, Who can-conſiderately read thatfixth 
) FChapter of the Hebrews, and. not tremble to think 
11 what a forlorn caſe a Soul may be, thongh ſer 
$ $f 214 accompliſht-with the rareſt Endowments 
b:Yofthis kind, 22at. 7.22. We read, that many ſhall 
7 

1 

© 

a 

e 

4 


+ Bay to Chrift in that day, Lord; Lord, bave we not 
t :Ypropbe "ed 17 thy name, and in thy name caſt out Dar 

J*is, &c. and yet themſelves at-laſt caſt out as a 
prey to Devils. How Divinely and Rhetorically 
"did a Balaam ſpeak atid prophefie; Numb. 23. 
What rare and excellent Parts had the Scyribes and 


O 
y* [trincipes ſeculi, the Princes of the World," 1 Cop. 
- $2.8. What protound and excellent Parts had the 
-"JHeathen Sages and Philoſophers ? Theſe things are 

JI far from ſecuring the Soul againſt the wrath to 
- J<ne. that they often expoſe irunto wrath;and are 
13-4350ylto increaſe the Eternal Burnings;” but now 
a-Eracious-Principles are the 74 Ixoume ooJugiery ag 
I-"Fhe Apoſtle calls them, Heb,6, Things that accom- 
g y G "| pany 


S|Phariſces? Who vpon that: account were ſtile” oY 


93 Husbandry Spiritaalized ; Or, 
pany and have ſalvation in them. Theſe are t 

- things on which the Promiſes of Salvation ru 
and theſe Treaſures are never found but in El 
Veilels. Glory is by promiſe afſured and m: 
over to him that. poſſeſſes chem. There is bu 
little polut of time betwixt him and the glorif 
Spirits above, And how inconliderable a matte 
a little time, which contraQts and winds up apa 
For now 15 eur ſalvation nearer than when we belic? 
And hence the Scriptpres ſpeak of them as alre: 
faved, -Rom. 8. 247 We are ſaved by bope, bec: 
its as {ure as if we were in Heaven, Wearem 
£0 {it ia heavenly-places, 

4. Gifts may damnife the Perſon that po 
thera ;. ahd It may be better in reſpect of a V 
own condition he had never bad them. Know! 
(faith the Apoſtle) puffeth up, 1 Cor. 8. 1. m 
the Soul proud and-flatnlent. *Tis a hard thin 
know.muchy-and not to know It too much. * 


heavenly things, though conjeQtural,is better 


_ by wiſdom knew not God, ( ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 
 1712.).(4.e. ), Their Learning hanged in | 


reticks, did but ſerve to Midwite into the W - 
the Monſtrous Birth of Soul-damaing Hereſie 

pit abs te ornari diabolus,as Zuſtin ſaid'to That in 
ons young Scholar; The Devil deſires to be ac 
ed.by thee. But now Grace in it ſelf is not ft 


"Ya — 
yo - J 


Saiuts knowledge 1s better than the Scholars . 
he hath his own heart inſtead of a Commentaa » :: 
, help him. Arsfotle ſaid, A little knowledge a ++: 


much of earthly things, though certain, The 1: | 


ligat they were too wiſe to ſubmit to the ſimj/ | 
- ty of theGoſpel. The excellent Parts of the olc '-: 


" ' The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 99 
to ſuch abuſes, -it cannot be the proper univocal 
cauſe of any evil effe&: It cannot puff -up the 
Hea't, but: always humbles it ; - nor ſerve the 
Devils deſigns, but ever oppoſes them. 3 

5. Gifts may be given a Man for the ſake of 
others, and not ont of love to himſelf, they-are 
but as an excellent Diſh of Meat” which a Man 
ſends to a Nurſe, not-for her ſake ſo mach as for 
his Child that ſucks her. God indeed makes vt 
of them to do his Children good, the Charch'ts 
benefited by them, though themſelves - are 'but 
like Cooks, they prepare excellent Diſheson which 
the Saints, feed, and are nouriſhed, though them-" 
I felves taſte them not. . They are donammiſtrantse- 
non fandtificantia, miniſtring but not — 
Gifts, proceeding not from the good will of Goi 
to him that hath them, bnt to'thoſe he benefits 
' by them. And Oh, what a ſad conſideration will 


"this be one day to ſuch a Perſon; to think; T belp- . - 


ed ſuch a Soul to Heaven, while 1 my ſelf muſt 
"lodge in Hell ? 2030 , 
6. Sinin the raignand power of it, may cohahit 
with the moſt excellent natural. Gifts under the 
ſame roof. I mean in the ſame Heart, A Manmay 
have the Tongye of an Angel, and the Heart of 3 
[Pevil, The wiſdom of the Philoſophers" ( faith 
- LLatantius ) non excindit vitia ſed abjcontdit, did not © 
+ Froot ont, but hide their Vices, The Learned Pha- 
iſces were but painted Sepulchers ; Gifts are but 
38 a fair Glove drawn over a foul hand. But now 
Grace is incompatible with fin in dominion it pu- 
"Vrifies the Heart, 48s 15.9. cleanſes the Conſei- 
Pace, Heb. 9.14 gs — AfeQions and _—_— 
p- —_— 


- 


i100 FHusbanary Spiritaalized;. Or, 
of the. Fleſh, Gal. 5. 24. is not content with the 
concealment, but ruin of corruptions. | 
-1{7.: And laſtly, Gifts muſt leave us at laſt, Whe- 
ther there be knowledge, that ſhall ceaſe. All fleſh is 
graſs, and the odianef of it as the flower of the 
graſs ; the graſs withers, the flower fadeth, but the | 
word of the Lord abideth for ever, lia. 40. 6.8.1 
Many times they leave a man before Death. Onef - 
kaock, if it hit-right ( as one ſaith ) may make af ' 
Waſe man a Fool. But to be ſure, they all leaye us 
at tteath. Doth not his excellency which 15 in him go 1 
away? Hob 4. 21. yea, then all natural excelle Ko 
departs. Death ſtrips the Soul of all thoſe ſplendid} C 
Ornaments, then the Rhetorical Tongue is ſtruck; * 
Dumbz the nimble Wir and curious Fancy ſhallen- $ 
tertain yourEars with no more pleaſant diſcourſes]; P 
Nunquam jucos dabis, as Adrian aid to his departsſ/*: 
- 20g $oul ; but Grace aſcends with the Soul intef ® 
Eternity, and there receives its perfection and'acy 7 
liſbhmeat. Gifts take their leave of the Soul = 
as Orpba did. of Naomi ; but Grace ſaith then a! 
- Rath, Where thou goeſt I will go, and where thay Dp 
* Jodgeſt I will lodge, and notbing ſhall ſeparate thee and] ©_ 
ane. , Now put all this together, and then judg I's 
- whether the Apoſtte ſpake Hyperboles, when 
Jaid, Covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, and yet Iſhew un on 
you 4 more excellent way, 1 Cor. 12. ult, And thiy7 4 
_ you have the choiceneſs of theſe Principles alſo. | E 
| REFLECTIONS... bane 
EIT) The Lines are fallen $0 me l, Je 
\ 2 Sracious pleaſant, place,may the gracious Souſe.* 
| - ->ly R” iay. How defective ſoever I am y _ 
Gifts, yet bleſſed be the Lord, m 2 
, 100 ' 


\ 


What thopgh I amnot famed and honoured among 


of the Lord. Though he hath not abounded to me 
in Gifts of Nature, yet bleſſed be the God and Father 


all ſpiritual bleſſings, im hexvedly places, in Chriſt Te- 
fus, Eph.1.3. Is not a true Jewel, though ſpur 
in the-dirt, more precious than a falſe one,though 
ſt in Gold ? Why art thou troubled; O my Sonl, 


have? And aft not rather admiring and blefling 
God for thoſe things which none but the Darlings 
v0 and Fayourites of Heaven can have ? Is not an 
$-Ounce of pure Gold more valuable thap many 
4 Pounds of gilded Braſs ? What thongh the Dewsof 
JJ Helicon deſcend not upon my Head, if in the meer 
to me the: ſweet influences of Son fall upon my 
L Heart » O my God } how mueh ſoever others axe 
al tlated by the light of their knowledge] have caufe 
with humility to adore thee for the heavenly heat 
with which thou haſt warmed my Afﬀections. * 
ws Pauſe a while my Soul upon this ; 
vel Point. With what Seed is my Heart. ns ag 
Pp n, and.of what kind are thoſe OE 
| Angs wherein 1 excel others ? Are 
le - axe ſpecial Seeds ofGrace,or CommonGifts 
| an 
0. 1 


natural Excellencies ? If the latter, little cauſe 
have Il to pride my ſelf in them, were they ten thou- 


indeed the things that accompany Salvation, the 
\ {>< of God, the true and real work of Grace, 
en ( 3. ) How comes It to paſs, that I neyer 


4 The heavenly aſe of earthly things. 7 
hath ſown the Seeds of trne Grace in my- Heart, | 


' men, let it {uſficeme that I am precious inthe Eye ;” 


of my Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath abounded to me 5s © 


for the want, of theſe things which Reprobates may - 


and times more than they are. If theſe things be 


a - G 3 found - 


— 


F 


Toz2 '- Flusbandry Spiritwalized; Or,  * 

 » "found any throws or. travelling pangs inthe. pra- 
duQion of them 2? 11's affirmed, and generally ac- f | 
- knowledged, that the new Creature is never-brought | | 
forth without ſuch pains and compunCtions of heart | | 
A&5' 2.37, I bave indeed often felt an aking Head, | t 
whilſt 1 have read and fludied to increaſe my | 

h knowledge 3 but when did I feel an aking Heart 
+ - torn? Oh, I begin to ſuſpeR,that it is not right, 

1 Yea, ( 2.) And my ſuſpicion increaſes whiles:l 
- Ftonfider that Grace is of an'humbling nature, 1 Cor, 
 \.*,,4$. 10, Lord, how have I been elated by myff 4 
. Gifts, and valued my ſelf above what was meet! 7 
O tow have Ldelighted in the noiſe of thePhariſceuff 1 
Trumpet ! Mat.6.2.' No Muſick ſo ſweet as that} 7 
Say, O'my Conſcience, have I not delighted moref' 
Þ in the Theater, than: the Cloſet ? In the praiſe 
—-- #609; than the approbation of God ? Otr, how 
- _ Mmanyevidencesdoſt thou produce againſt me? In- 
deed theſe are- ſad ſymptoms that I have ſhewed # 
thee, but there is.yet another which readers thy}. 4 
caſe more ſuſpicious yet z yea, that which thouſ 
canſt make no rational defente againſt, even theig-| # 
effetuajneſs of all thy Gifts and Knowledge toſ 4 
mortifie any one of all thy Luſts. It?s beyond all} 6 
diſpute, that Gifts'may, but Grace cannot conſiſt i” 


without mortification of ſin, Gal. 5. 24, - Now. 
what Luſt hath fallen before theſe exceltent Parts| 1b 
of mine? Doth not Pride,Paſſion,Covetonſaeſs, and] 
indeed the whole body of fin live and thrive in me Th 
as much as ever? Lord, 1 yield the caſe; I canſl 
defend it no longer againſt my Conſcience, whichſ. Th 
caſts and'eatdemns me by full proof, to be but inÞTh 
- a wretchedfeurſed, lamentable ſtate,notwirhſtand| 
= oy 1171 


"th, 
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" The heevenly aſe of earthly vl 


- | ing all my Knowledge and flouriſhing Gifts. 'O -* 
- f ſhew me a more excellent way. ' Lord ! that 1 
t | had the ſincerity of the pooreſt Saint ; chongh 1 
t | ſhould loſe the. applauſe of all my Parts * With 
i, | theſe I ſee I may go to Hell, -but- without, ſome 
y# better thing no hope of Heaven, X% 


f f jj " 
© 


4 
| The P Q E M. - 
1 Reat difference betwixt that Seed is ſound; 


r.4 \ JWith which you ſow your ſeveral plots of ground. 
wi Sced-wheat doth far excel im dignity, 
2 The cheaper Barley, and the courſer Rye. 
# Though m themſelves they good and wholeſom are ;, 
tA Jet ite e with cboiceſk Wheat may not compare. 
I Mens bearts like fields are ſow'd with different Grain 
"Some baſer, fome more noble, ſame again 
; hrng; both the former, more than Wheat 
nd Excels that Grain, your Swine and Horſes cat. 
{0 For Principles of meer Mortality, 
Juke Cummin, Barley, Fitches, Peaſe,,or Rye, - 
' In thoſe mey's bearts are often to be found, " 
Vhom yet the Scriprure calleth curſed ground. 
And nobler Principles than, theſe. ſometime 


In ſome mens beads, where is their babitation., 
Tot they are no companions of Salvation.  — 
'Theſe-purchaſe bonour both from great. an {mall ; 
But 1 muſt tell thee that if this be all;  _ 
Thougb like an Angel in theſe Gifts thou ſhine, - 
anl Among blind  Mortals far. a little time, : > = 
ich]. The day's at hand, when fuch as thou muſt take .- 
- inſ»Thy Lot with Devils-in. th infernal Ste... 
11 | —_— G4 - » St 


_ d * 
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- 
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all 'Calld common Grace," and Spiritual Gifts which ſhine - J 


164 © Husbanary Spiritaaltzea., Or, 
od Principles of ſpe None ſaving Grace, 
ſeat 1s in the heart, not head or "Face: 
VP heat ſowen in a fruitftl field 
ball ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 
| lorious Harve of Eternal Reſt, 
< T o him that nouriſtd them within bs breaſt. 
O Grace | how Orient att"thou ! bow Divine! 
 #bat is the glory of all Gifts to thine! 
I 1{ſeetnate this Seed within my heart, - 
Aly God I pray thee, though thou ſhouldſt impar þ 
-  Tyeleſs of Gifts , then I may truly fay, 
Fbat os bf ſhew' d me the more exlent way, 


b 


—"_ _— 


%  —_— Y" —IoY 


| CHAP. Ix. | 
Upon Springing Weather after Seed. tims. | 


i 


fy Heavens influence, Corn and Plants do ſpring, 
roman of Grace ds make bis Valleys fg. 


* - OBSERVATION. 

THE Earth after that it is plowed and ſowed, 
muſt be FAALE xd warm'd with the Dens 
yen, or no Fruit can be ex- 
open to you his good Trea- 

nnto the Land in 
work of your hands, 
£ »_ SE The Earth cannor yield er 
| - /: The order and de ndance of natural 
| - <auſes in the produQions: of Frois; is excellently 
deſcribed, Hy. 2. 21,22, 4 will. bear the ages: 
-” i 


IEEE 2 
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T .- 2.F eventy Je of bartht Hua OT. Is, | 
and they ſhall bear the Earth ; and the "Earth (hall 
bear the Corn,and Wine, and Oyl, and they ſhall beay 
Jezreel, Jexreel muſt have Corn, and Wine, and 
Oyl, or they cannot live; they cannot haveit. ug- © 
leſs theEarth bring it forth, theEarth cannot bring: 
it forth without the Heavens, the Heavens cannot 
yield a drop unleſs God hear them ; | 
that is;unlock and open them, * Na- * Nature i 4] 
ture and natural Cauſes are nothing _ eſt ater; > 
elſe but the, order in which God \o ments. -v 
works. This ſome Heathens by the Brentius. + 
light of: Nature 'acknwledged, and | 
therefore when they went to plow in theMorning 
they did lay one hand upon the Plow: 
F'(to ſpeak their own part to be pain- Weem's Ce- 
fulneſs) and hold up the other hand. 7<m Law. 
to Ceres the Goddeſs ofCorn;to ſhew, .” 
that their. expeQation of plenty was from-their 
ſuppoſed deity.Ifear many Chrifians lay both-hands- 
to the Plow, and ſeldom lift up heart or hand to- 
God, when abont that Work. There -* - _.. + 
was an Husbandman(faith Mr. Smith) - Smith's Efex*'- » 
that always fowed. good Seed, but P%V-. _— T 
| never had good Corn, at laſt, aNeigh-  *. +> - 
? | bour came to him, and ſaid, I will tel} you what” --* 
bly' may be the cauſe of it-; it may be( 5 j 


3 


e) you-do not ſteep your-Seed ;: notraly,. is 
SE CITI 
_ [ſteeped ; yes ſurely, faid his Neighbour, ang I will, 
r tal you how,it muſt be ſteeped in Prayers When: 
the party heard this,hethanked him fos Þ1s Coop-- 
SS IE 
in- whatſoever... Surely, it is. not the Hot-- 
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mator terra, the Earth indeed isa fruitful Mother, 
but the Rain which fecundates and fertilizes it, 
hath no other Father but God, Job 38, 28. 


APPLICATION. 
ſible it is (in an ordinary way) for 


| Sim 
ET Souls to be made fruitful in Grace and Holi- 


'neſs, without the Dews and Influences of Ordi- 


' Dances, and the bleſſing of God upon them, as for 


the Earth to yield her Fruit without the' natural 
influences-of Hzaven; for look,what Dews,Show- 
ers, and clear ſhinings after Rain are to the Fields, 


that the Word and Ordinances of God are to the | 


Souls of Men, My dodrine ſhall drop as the rain, m 
ſpeech ſhall diſtil as the dew,as the ſwall rain upon the 
$ender berb, and as the ſhowers upon the graſs, Deut. 


32.2, For as the rain and ſuow cometh down from h:c< 


wen,and watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud ;, ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my 
mouth, Iſa. 55.10,11, And as the Doarine of the 
ſpel -is* Rain, ſo Goſpel Miniſters are the 
uds in which thoſe heavenly Vapours are 
bound up, The reſemblance Iyes in the follow- 


+388 particulars. 


#1, -The Rain comes from Heaven, Ads 1 4. 17. 


Fe gavensran from beaven,and fruitful feaſons,&c. 


The DoQrine of the Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly 


_ AxtraQion and deſcent, they are heavenly Traths 


which are brough to you incatthen Veſſels, things 


that were. hid in God, and come from his Boſom, | 
£p*; 3.8;9. What Acodemes faid of Chriſt, is in a | 


 p-oportioa true of every faithful diſpenſer of _ 


4 P ” 
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bandman's, but God's ſteps that drop fatneſs. M- . 


4 P42 S þ w _ 
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| Goſpel, Thou art 4 t:acher cone from God, Job, 2.2” 
' You are not to look upon the Truths. which Minj 


{rs deliver, as the meer effe&ts and fruits of their 
Inventions aad Parts, they are but the Conduirs. 
through which thoſe Celeſtial waters arc conveyed 


. to you. Tis all heavenly, the Officers tron Hea- 


yen, Eph. 4, 12. Their . Dorine from Heayen, 
Eph. 3.8,9. The Effitacy and Succeſs of it from 
Heayen, 1 Cor. 3.3: What 7 received of the Lard 
( faith Paul ) that bape 7 delivercd unto you, 1 Cor. 
11. 23, The ſame may eyery. Goſpel Miniſter 
ſay too. That's the firſt. Fi Sh 
And then ( 2dly. ) The Rain' falls by Divine 
direion and appointment 3. He cauſes it to rain 
rpon one City,and not upon ano:ber Amos 4. 7. You 
ſhall often ſee a Cloud diſſolve and ſpend it ſelf 
upon one place, when there is not a drop within a 
few Miles of it. Thus is the Goſpel ſeat to ſhed 


its rich influences upon one place,and not vp2n a» , © 


nother ; it pours down ſhowers of bleſſings up>w 
one Town or Pariſh, whilſt others are dry like the 
ground which lay near toGideon's wetFleece. To you © 
ts the word of this ſalvation ſent, AQs +3. 26, Sent, 
it comes not by chauce, but by conmifſmon and ap« 
pointment,and it's ſent to you by ſpecial dire&tiom 


- miniſters Tan vo more go whither they pleaſe, then.--. 


the failing Clonds can move againſt the Wind... 
Paul and Timothy, two fruitful Clouds (that ſent 
down many ſweet refreſhing ſhowers npon every 
place whither they came ) the 'Lord: ſent them. 


- through Phrygia and Galatia, but forbad them to- 
preach the Word in} Afia, As 16; 6. And when 


 they.eſſayed to go intg Bithy nia,ghe ſites ſofferey eve L 
| 2 1 
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TEN _R- - 6 CC TIKS WE METS ta =o 
3 | Fiusbanary Spiritaalizea; Or, 


Fot.9.7. But aMan of Macedonia appears to Paws in: 
_ aViſion,and prayed him, ſaying,Come over toMace-. 


donia” and belp us, v, 9, Thus you ſee how the 
miſtical, as well as the natural Clouds, are moved 
according to Divine Counſel ; and though. Mifi- 
Hers are not now-diſpoſed to their reſpeQive 
places, in ſuch an extraordinary way, yetthere is 
Bill a ſpecial hand of theSpirit guilding their mo- 
tions, which is ſeen partly in qualifying them for 


ich. a- peopk, and partly in drawing out their 


hearts to ele and call them, and inclining their 
hearts to accept the-Call. _ 

\ $3, There 1s a great deal of difference in the 
ſhowers of Rain that fallupon the Earth. Some- 
zimes you havean haſty ſhower, whichmakes the 
ways float, and the Streets run, but it's gone Pre- 
&atly, the Earth hath bot little benefit by it ; aud 


_ fometimesyou have a ſweet, gentle, ſoaking rain, 

=. that moderately ſoaks to the Roots, and refreſhes | 
” the Earth abundantly. This is called the ſmall 

- . Rain, and the formerythe great rain of bis ſtrength, 


. FX 37.6. 50 It is in theſe Spiritual ſhowers, the 
effe&s of ſome- Sermons, ( like a ſudden. ſpout of 
Rain )-afe very vranfient, that touch the heart a 
Rttle for preſent, by way of Convittion or Com- 
fort, but it fleets away immediately, Jam, r. 23: 


Atother times the Goſpel like a ſetled moderate 


Rain, {oaks to the Root, to the very Heart, So 
ad that ſweet ſhower which fell, 4s 2. 37. It 


Earched the Root, it went to the Heart ; the in- | 


Foences of it are ſometimes abiding, and do much 
| Junger remainin, aad refreſh the Heart ;than.cie 
- Rajadaththe Earth. There be effefts left in ſome 


ng 


hea1 ts, 
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|Phearts, by ſomeermons and Duties,that will ne- 
- ſrer ont of it' as Tong as they Hve, 7 will never for- 


7 28 IT > » + p 4." 5p : 
ſe of earthly ps. Fog. 


get thy precepts, for by. them thou baſt quickned me, 
Plal. 119593. + ©. | wy : - 

The Rain is-moſt_beneficial to the'Earth, when 
there cotne fweet, warmSun blaſts withzor after it. 
This the Scripture calls, z clear ſhining after rain, 
2\Sam. 23.4, by which the ſemmal' virtue of the 


, Earth is drawn forth, and then the Herbs and 
7 JHowers, and Corn ſprout: abundantly. So it is 


with Goſpel-ſhowers,when the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs opens upon poor Souls under theWord;dart- 
mg down theBeams of Grace andLove upon them, 
whilſt they are attending on itz(juſt as you ſome- 
times ſee aſweet ſhower fall white the Sun ſhines 
out ) O how. comfortable is this ! and effeRval to 
melt the heart ! And as the warm Rain is moſt re- 
freſhing, ſo when the word comes warmly; from 
the melting AﬀeQtions of thePreacher, whoimparts - + 
zot only the Goſpel, but his own Soul with it 

t Theſ. 2. 8. This doth abundantly more good - 
than that which drops coldly frotn the Lips of 
the unaffeted Speaker; . 

*- 5. Showers of Rain do exceedingly refreſh the 
Earth,as a Man is refreſhed by a draught ofWater, 


. | when his Spirits are even ſpent. O how welcome 
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$a ſhower to the thirſty ground! Hence the little 
Hills are faid to rejoyce on every fide,yeato ſhout 
for joy, and fing when-a ſhower comes, Pa. 65. 


(12, 13. But never was ſhower-of Rain ſo ſweetly 


refreſhing to the thirſty Earth,as Goſpel- ſhowers 
are to gracious Hearts,C9). 4.8. it comforts their 
very, Hearts, What joy was there in- Samaria, 


L 
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o ter; thou prepareſt them Corn, when thou baſt ſo pro- 


| Lich ann — SoSteralsoea + Or 
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when'the Goſpel came £0 that place? AZs 8, 8, 
It revives the Soul, *tis mel 52 ore, melos in aure, ju- 
bilumn in. corde, Honey in the Mouth, Melody ia | 
the Ear, and a very Jubilee in the Heart, - ; 
6. Raia is neceſlary at Seed-time, to make rea- 
dy the Earth, to receive the Seed, P/a. 65. 9, 19, 
Thou. vi/iteſt the earth, and watereſt it ; thou greatly 
inricheſt it with the River of God, which ts full of wa- 


vided for it; thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundant-« 
Iy, thou ſetteſt. the furrows thereof, thou makeſt it ſof 
with ſhawers, thou. bleſſeſt the Ipringing thereof. And 
this the Scripture calls the former Rain. And as 
this is neceſſary. aboutSeed-time, ſo the latter RainF 
is as needful abort earing-time,to diſcloſe the ear, 
and to bring it to perfeQion 3 both theſe are great 
Bleſlings to the Earth, and conduce to a plentifulF,., 
' , Harvelt, Joel 2, 23. 24. Be glad then ye chilaren of 6 
+ {- Slon, and reyorce 1m the Lord your God, for bz bath || 
"given you the former rain moderately,and he will cauſt } ,;, 
to come down for you the rain,the former and the latter} yg; 
rain #n the firſt month, and the floors ſhall be full of 
Wheat, and the fates ſhall overfiow with Wine and 
Oyl. Thus the Goſpel hath a double uſe and bene-| 4, 
fit alſo, It's neceſſary as the former Rain at Seed-| ph 
time,it cauſes the firſt ſpring ofGrace in theHeart, | 7, 
 P[a;19.7. And there could be, (in ah ordinary to 
way ).ns ſpring ofGrace without it, Prov: 29. 18. | 4, 
And as this former Rain.is neceſſary to cauſe the Tl 
firſt ſpring of Grace, ſo alſo it hath-the uſe of theſ 51, 
 Htter Rain toripen thoſe precious Fruits of the A 
Spirit in, the Souls of Believers, Eyb. 4. 11,1 2,13: © | 
He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, -_ ome} 
Th Van- 
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' {Enangeliſts, and fome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
perfelting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, 
w the edifying'of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come 
mthe unity of the faith, and the knowledge-of the Sou 
© Yof God, to a per fetF man, unto the meaſure. of the ſta- 
y | titre of the fulneſs.of Chriſk, Were all the ele& con- - 
Y | rerted unto God, yet” ftill there would be a ne- 
* | ceſſity of a Goſpel Miniſtry> - 1 
*| 7. After a'great glut of Rain, uſually there 
comes a drought; *tis a common CountreyProverb 
Wet and drygpay one another. And truly when a peo- 
ple are glutted with a fulneſs ofGoſpel-mercies,it's 
vſual with God to ſhut up and reſtrain the Goſpel- 
clouds, that for a time (at teaſt) there be no Dews 
m=_ them, and thereby teach them to prize their 
eſpiſed_ ( becauſe common ) mercies at an higher 
nte; For as a good man once ſaid, mercies are 
beſt known by theBack,and moſt prizedwhen moſt 
wanted. 11 thoſe days the Word-of the Lord was pre- 
cjous, there was no open Viſton, 1 Sam. 3, 1. It is 
with ſpiritual as with temporalFood, flightedwhen!/ 
| plentuovs, but if a Famine once come, then-every 
it of Bread is precious. Jeruſa/em remembred in 
*| the days of her affliQtion, and of her miſery;all her 
h pleaſant things that ſhe had in the-Gays: of old, 
: Lam. 1.7. *Tis both a ſinful and dangerous ſk 


to wantonnize with Goſpel-mercies, and deſpiſe 
\ | the ptaineſt (if faithful ) miniſters of the Goſpe 
© | The time mav chme when you may be glad of the 
©\ plaineſt Sermon; from the mouth of the meaneſt 
© Embaſſador of Chriſt, _ 

3-| B.*To conclude, the Prayers of Saints are the. * 
£ Keys that open and ſhut the natural Clouds, w 

a Ca 


for us,thas the word of the Lord may have free . 
.. | and be glorified;even is 5t is -mithyou, And thus you 
* have the, the Metaphor opened. Now, Oh! 
--, that theſe Truths-might come down in ſwect: 
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cauſe them either to give;out, or with-hold their'|. 


influences, James 5.18. Elias was a man ſubjet to like 
paſſions a5 we are, and he prayed earneſtly that it might 
not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the ſpace of 
thyee years and fix months ;, and be prayed again,and 
the "heavens gave' ram, and the earth brought forth 
fruit. God hath ſubje&ed the works of his hands 
to the Prayers of his Saints; 1/a. 45. 11. 

- Prayer is alſo thegolden Key which opens theſe 
Myſtical Goſpel-clonds and difſotves them into: 
* ſweet gracions ſhowers. God will have the whole 
work of the Miniſtry carried on by the Prayers of 
his people;they firſt obtain their Miniſters by pray- 
er, Luke 10.2. Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſtyto fend 
forth labourers into the vineyard; It is by the help of 
Prayer,that they are carried on,and'enabledqto ex- 
erciſe their Miniſtry. They may'tell their people: 
as a great Generat once tokd his Soldiers, That be 
Flew upon their wings. Pray for me ( ſaith the you 
' Apoſtle) that utterance may be given me, that I may 
oy my mouth boldly, to make known the myſteries of 
the Gofpti, Eph. 6. 19. Yea bythe Saigts Prayers 
 i&is,that Miniſters obtain the ſucceſs and fraits of 
their Labours, 2 ' Theſ. 3. i. Fmally Cn We 


ſhowers upon the- Hearts both of XMmiſters- and 
People, inthe: following Refletfons 
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7 -REFLECTFONS. 
'r. AmTI then a Cloud 7 And is eo 5 
my Do&trine as Rain to water the 3MoieBioge 
Lord's Inheritance ? And yet do-l Micifen 
think it much to be toſſed up and 
down by the furious Winds and Storms of 'Perſe-. 
cution.? Do not I ſeethe Clouds aboye me in eon- 
tinual motions and apitations ? And ſhall I Dream 
of a fixed ſetled ſtate? No, falſe Tezchers,who are 


Clouds without Rain,are more likely to enjoy that 
than I. Which of all the Prophets: have not been 
toſſed and hurried worſe than I ? 48s 7. 52. He 
that will not let Men alone to be quiet in their 
-Luſts,muſt expeR but little quiet from Men in this 
Life. But it is enough Lord, that'a reſt remaineth 
for thy Servant, let me be ſo wiſe to ſecure a reſt 
'to come, and not ſo vain to expect it 8n Earth. 
2. And, O that I might ſtudy thoſe inſtruding 
Clouds, from which, as from-the Bottles of Hea- 
ven, God, pours down refreſhing ſhowers -to 
quench and/fatisfie the thirſty Earth ! In this I may 
reſemble them; and\come amongſt che people 'of 
the Lord, #1 the 'fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Gofpel of 
-Chriſt, Rom. 1 5.29. *© let not thoſe thirſty Souls * 
that wait for me as for the Rain, Job29. 23. Ke- © 
turn like the Troops of Temajaſharsed, with their heads 
eovered, Job's.” 1 5. - O'that my Eops might refreſh 
many ! Let me nevefdelike thoſe empty Clouds, 
'which deceive the hopes of: thirſty Souls ;. but let 
my Doarine deſcend as the Rain, and diſtil as the 
 Pew;and let thar plot of thine Inheritance, which 
thon haſt afligned to me, be as a Field-which the 
"Lord hath dleſſed. 


3. Once 


+ 
.f 
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3. Once more, lift. up thine eyes to the Clouds, 


and behold, to how great an height the Sun hath ' 
mounted them, for-by reaſon of their ſublimity it | 


is that they are called the Clouds of Heaven, at. 


24. 30. Lord, let me.be a Cloud of Heaven too ! 


Let my Heart and Converſation be both there ! 
Who -is more advantaged: for an heavenly Life 
than 1? Heavenly Truths are the ſubjefts of my 
daily ſtudy, and, ſhall earthly things. be the objeQs 
of my daily, Delights and Loves ? God forbid that 
ever my earthly Converſation ſhould contradid 
and ſhame my heavenly Calling and Profeſſion”, 
Shine forth thou glorious Soun- of Righteouſneſs 


. - and my Heart: ſhall - quickly be attrated an 
mounted- aboye theſe vitble Clouds, yea, and a- Þ 


bove the aſpetable Heavens. | 
- I: Is the Goſpel Rain,and its Mi- 


private my ' Habitation is upon the Moun- 
Chriſtians. tains of-G:lboa, where there are no 
For thoſe that Dews.! Ahſad Lot.that I ſhould be 


want-'a Goſpel like Gideon's dry. Fleece, whilſt the 
-Miniftry, _ F 


ut me 1s wet with 

the Dew of Heaven / O thou that 
commandeſt the-Clouds above, and openeſt the 
Windows of- Heaven z remember, and refreſh this 


: 


ground round 


parched Wildergeſs,-whereinI iive,with ſhowers 
© of Grace, that we may not. be as. the-Heath in the | 
Deſart, which ſeeth got when good.cometh, nor 


inhabit the parched places of the Wilderneſs. 


| 1... - *- 2; O Lord, thou haſt cauſed the |. 
mjbyie Goo Heavens above me to be black with |. 
Muaiftry, 


Clouds, thou openelt the Celeſtial 
Caſe- 


- Refletions niſters Clouds? Woe is me then, that 
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, | Cafements from- above,-and daily ſendeſt down 
| | ſhowers. of Goſpel-blefſings ; O that Imight be 
 Þ 2s the- parched Earth under: them-! not- for 
barrenneſs,” but for thirſtineſs. Let me ſay, 
My ſoul lowgeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of 
the Lord ; that I might there ſee the. Beauty of 
the Lord. Doth\ the Spungy Earth ſo go 
ſuek up the ſhowers, and open: as many Mouths 
as there are clefts in it.,to receive what the Clonds 
diſpenſe? And ſhall thoſe precions Soul-inriching 
_ feet away unproftably from.me ? If fo, 
then 
3. What an account have I to | 
make for all thoſeGoſpel-bleſſings For unprofita- 
that I have enjoyed ?.For all thoſe Þlce Hearers, 
Goſpel-dews: and ſhowers where- - _ KEY > 
with 1 have been watered ! Should I be fonnd 
fruitleſs at laſt, it will fare better with. the- bar- 
ren and uncultivated Wilderneſs than with me-; 
more tolerable for Indians and Barbarians that 
never heard the Goſpel, than for me that haye 
been ſo 2fſiduouſly and plenteoufly water'd. by it, * 
Lord ! What a difference wilt thou put 'in the 4 
great day, berwixt ſimple and-pertinacious bat- 
reaneſs? Surely, if my root be not barregnels , 
ſuch heavenly waterings and. influences as theſe , 
will make it ſprout forth into fruits of obedicace; 
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The POEM. 
Hle Vegetables here below depend, | 
- "þ -Ujon thoſe Treaſures which the Heavens do ſpend 
. Moft bounteoufly uton them ; to preſerve 
Their being, and their beauty. This may ſerve 
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, To ſhadow for th a beavent Myſtery, 

thus ye Sb it ſel before your Eye. 

As when the Sun draws near us im the Spring, 

All Creatures do rejoyce, Birds chirp and fing- 

The ace of natteye miles, the Fields adorn 

Wves with rich Embroideries. The Corn 
, and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet Rain 


Walk but the Feelds in ſuch a bogs 
How do the Birds your Ears with Muſzok Charm ! 
The Flowers their flaming Beauties do preſent 
Unto your Captiv/d Eyes 3 and for their ſcent, 
The ſweet Arabian Gums cannot- compare ; 
. #FVhith thus per fume the circumambient Ar. 
So, when the Foſpel ſheds its chearing Beams 
On gracious Souls ;, like thoſe ſweet-warming gleams, 
Which God ordains in nature ;, to draw aw fore 
The virtue ſeminal that's in the Earth : 
It warms their Hearts, their languid Graces chears 
=> on ſuch Souls a foring- -like face appears. 
acious ſhowers theſe ſpiritual Clouds do yield, 
> cages them with ſweetneſs ;, like a Field 
* PPhich God bath bleſt. Ob "tis exceeding ſweet, 
. Ven gracious bearts and heavenly truths do meet. 


V Fhen they bebold the Meſſengers that bring 

. © Theſe gtadſom Tydings ? Tea, their very Feet 

Are beatiful ; becauſe their meſſage ſweet. 

-. - Oh what a Mercy do thofe Souls. enjoy, 

- On whom ſuch Goſpel-dews fall day by day | 

Thrice bappy Land which in this pleaſant Spring, 
Can hear theſe Turtles in her Hedges ſing. _ 

- O prize ſuch Mercies, if you-ask'd me, wby # 

. Read on, you'll ſee there” $ reaſon ” and by. - ' CHAP. 


Pr, Trees and Herbs prout forth and Jprong amarn,'| 


How ſhould the bearts of Saints within them foring, | ; 


aw”. 


z 


CAAP. KX. 


Upon a Dearth through want of Rain, 


If God reſtrain the ſhowers, you howt and ery ;, 
Shall Saints not mourn when Spiritual Clowds.are dry? 


OBSERVATION. 


© — 


"called to mournin 


which God' inflitts npon the World. 


when God ſhuts up the Heavens over our. 


'T: deſeryedly accounted a ſad Judgment ; 
ea 


Heads, and makes the Earth as Braſs under our 
Feet, Deut.28. 23. Then the Husbandmen are 
Foel 1. 11. All the Fields do 
languiſh, and the bellowing Cattel are pined with 
thirſt. Such a ſad ſtate the Prophet Rhetorically 
deſcribes, Jer. 14. 3, 4, 5,6. "The Nobles have ſent 
their little ones to the V/V aters,they-came to the Pits and 


found no VV ater, they returned with their Veſſels emp 
ty, they were aſhamed. and confounded, and covered 
their beads : becauſe the ground-1s chapt, for there". ' 
was 10 rain #1 the Earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed, 
Þ- they covered their beads : Tea, the Hinde alſo cabved 


in the field,and forſook it, becauſe there was no prafs : 


>And the wild Aſſes did ſtand in the bigh places, they 
. ſuffed 'up the wind like Dragons, their Eyes failed 


becauſe there was no graſs. 


- And that which makes the want of Rain ſo ter-__ 
ent, is the Famine of Bread, which - 
neceſſarily follows theſe extraordinary Droughts, . | 


rible a Jud 
and is one of the ſoreſt Temporal Judgments 
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, APPLICA TION. 
Nd truly, as much cauſe have they to weep 
and tremble,over whoſe Souls God ſhuts up 
the Spiritual Clouds of the Goſpel, and-tkereby 
ſending a Spiritual Famine upon their Souls; Such 
a Judgment the Lord threatens in Amos 8. 1, 
Bebold the days come, faith the Lord,that I will ſend a 
famine in the Land, no: a famine of Bread nor a thirſt 
» for Water; but of hearing the //ord of the Lord, | 

The meaning is, 1 will ſead a more fearful Judpg- 
ment, than thar of the Famine of Bread ; for this 
Particle [_not] 1s. not exclufzve, but excc/sive ; 1m- 
plying,that a Famine of Bread 1s nothing; or but a 
light Judgment, compared with the Famine of the 

Word. Parallel tro which is that Text, - 7/a..5. 6. 
1 will Jay it waſte { ſaith God of the fruitleſs 
Church.) it />4ll not be pruned nor digoed, but there 
ſhall come up briazs and thorns ;, [ will alſo command |} 
” the Clouds, that they rain not upon it. And we find + 
# both ia Human and Sacred(Hiſtories, that when 
*, £.Gcd hath ihur up the Spiricual Clouds, removing 
- or fitencing bis Minitters ; ſenſible Chriſtians have 
- . - ever beea deeply affeted with it, and reckon'd 1t_ 
- ® a moſt tremendous Judgment. Thus the Chriſtians 
+ . of Antioch, when Chryſoſtom their Miniſter was ba- 
| niſhed, * they judged. it better ro 
* Satius eft,ut Joſe the Sun out of the Firmament, 
Jet non Juce#t, thanloſe that, their Miniſter, And 
3g; oo Chry- when 1NVazianzen was. taking his 
” Fſtbmus. - leave of Conſtantineple, as he was 
_— \ + Preaching his Farewel-Sermon, the 
- people were exceedingly affected with his Joſs;and 
| among 
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-ong the reſt, an old man in the Congregation 
| into a bitter paſſion,and cryed our, Hude pater 
p | © tecum trinitatem ipſam ejice.” (i.e,) Go farther, if 
p [ca dare, and take away.the whole Trinity with 
7 {| (00;,meaning,that God would nor ſtay when he was 
h | :'me. How did the Chriſtians of. Antioch alſo 
t. | tep and lament, when Paul was taking his-fare- 
11 of them? As 20. 37, 38. He had been a 
oud of Bleſſings'to that place,but now they muſt 
pe& no more ſhowers from him, Oh, they 
new not how to give vp ſuch a Miniſter } When 
e Ark of God(which was the Symbol of the Di- 
ne Preſence among the Jews) was taken, all the 
ty cried out, 1 Sam, 4. 13. - O, the loſs of a Go- 
el miniſtry is an ineſtimable loſs! Not to be re- 
ired but by its own return, or by Heaven. 'Mr, 


ution, when godly Miniſters were halled away 
om their Flocks to Martyrdom,rhe poor Chriſti-. 
s would meet them in the way to the Priſons or 
ke, with their little ones in their Arms, and 
rowing themſelves at their Feet,would thus be- 
e © [deak them: ** What ſhall be our Eftate,now you 
t | [are gone to Martyrdom? W ho ſhall inſtru@ theſe .-- 
s | poor Babes? Who ſhall eaſe our afflicted Con-.7 
- | iciences ? Who ſhall lead us in the way of Life? - 
*Recompence unto them, O-Lord ! as they bave 
*deſerved, who are the canſes of this, Lord give 
*them fad Hearts. Quis talia fando, t et-a- 
a4chrymis ? And to let you ſee there is ſufficient 
Found for this ſorrow, ' when God reſtrains the - 
Spenaes of the Goſpel, ſolemnly conſider the 
bllowing particulars, SW 
My" 1, That 
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cenbam tells us,that in the Times of Popiſh Per- --* 


 *,I20 » | Hasbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
1. Thatwit js a dreadful Token of God's greatFj 
anger againſt.that People-irom whom he removes. J, 
the Goſpel. The anggr af God was fearfully in-J; 
cenſed againſt the Church of -Epheſws, when he did Ig 
\ but threaten to come againſt her, and remove the 
_ * Candleſtick out of its placs, Rev.2.5. *Tis a ſtroke g 
at the.Sou}, a blow at the Root ; uſually the laſt 
and therefore the worſt of Judgments. There isa fy 
Pedigree of Judgments, firft Gomer bears. Jezrcel,f 
- Next Lorubama, and at laft brings forth' Loammii 
Hol. 1,4, 6, B, 9. | , 
2. There is cauſe of mouraing, if you conſider 
W-. the deplorable eſtate in which all the unregenerareh 
 . "Souls are left, after the Goſpel is removed fromly 
__ them; What will become of theſe ? Or by whomſ 
> -. ſhall they be gathered? It made the Bowels offiy 
- DChritft yearn within him when he looked onpon thelly 
ſcattered multitude that had no Shepherd, at. Wi 
36, What an eahe Conqueſt doth the Devil now 
x Wake of them ? How faft doth Hell fill in ſuc 
x mes ? Poor Sovls being driven thither in droves 
and none to reſcue them ! Matthew Paris tells vs, 
that in the year 1072. when Preaching was ſnps 
reſt at Rome, Letters were then framed as comin 
2m Hell ; wherein the Devil gave.them thank. 
the multitude of Souls they had ſent to him that. Jay 
year. But truly we _need not talk of Letters fromJG 
Hell, weare told'from Heaven, how deplorabk "4 
- the condition of ſuch-poor Souls is.” SE Prov. 24 fm 
-19. Hol, 4. 6. 'Or, "$zon 
_ 3. The. judgment will yet appear very. heavy, ÞÞr: 
if you confider the loſs which God's own People filha 
ſuſtain by the removal of the Goſde] ; for thereF | 
| _ . k | Y 
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Jthey loſe ( 1.) Their chief glory, Rom, 3. 2. the - 
5. Jprincipal thing ia whicythe peculiar glory of //rad 
t> [conſiſted/was this, That mito them-was committed the 
d Joracles of God. On that account it was called the 
© [gtorions Land, Dan. 11.16, This made them 
& Lareater than all the Nations round about them, 
te Dent. 4. 7, 8. ( 2. ) By loſing the Ordinances, 
'aſthey loſe their wpmgere> comforts, and Soul-re- 
1 ffeſhmears ; for all thete are ſweet ſtreams from 
1,Ithe Gofpel Fountain; Pſal. 119. 50. Cd. 4.8: Na + 
Awonder then to hear the people of God'coimplain * 
"rWfdead hc: 5 when the Goſpel is removed. (3.)In 
[oelhe 1o{s of the Goſpel they loſe their defence-and 
mfery. This is their Hedge, their Wall of-pro- 
mgtion, 1/2. 5. 5 Walls and Hedges ( faith 14/- 
«dw; in loc. ) arc the Ordinances .of God, which 
Sirve both ad /cperationem, & munitionemgto diſtin- | 
AIniſh, and to defend them. When God'plucks vp 
"is Hedge, and breaks down this Wall, all mi(- 
thets break in vpan us preſently, 2 Chron.15. 3;4, 
5,6. Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael bath been without 
5, tre God, and without a teaching Prieſt, and with- 
Palit Law And in thoſe times there was no peace 
bi: that went out, nor- to him that came in, but 
WIRt exations were upon all the inhabitants of the 
dl Iantrics, and Nation was deſtroyed of Nation, and 
"Jy of City ; for God did vex them with all adverſity. 
»efow. long did Jeruſalem remain, after that voice 
4 Is heard in the Temple,1premu bine ? Let us be 
one? ( 4. ) Wittrthe Goſpel, we loſe our Tem- 
Pal lnjoyments and Creature-comforts. Theſe - 
Ye-pbally come and go with the Goſpel. When Ged 
Rag once written Loammsi upon /ſrael, the next 
| 2 | H * news 
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> "news$14s this, I will recover my Wool and my Fl, 
Hof. 2.9. ('s5. )-And laſtly, - to come up to | 
very cafe in hand, they loſe with it their Spirit 
Food and Soul-ſubfiſtence, for the Goſpel is tt 
feaſt of fat things, 1/a.25:6, their Spiritual We: +, 
_ J.n2.3.adolediſtributed among theLord's po-!, 
Rom. x. 11. Ina word, it is as the Rainand De 
. of Heaven. as hath been ſhewed, which being -+- 
trained, a-Spiritual Famine neceſſarily follows x 
Famine of all the moſt terrible, Now to ſhew y 1 
the Analogy betwixt this and a Temporal Famie, 
that therein you may ſee what cauſe you have ts 
be deeply affected with it, take it in theſe x 
following Particulars. 

3. A Famine is cavſed by the failing of Bread, 

that which is in the ſtead, and hath the uſe of Bre; 
- Daintiesand ſuperfluous Rarities may fail, and 1: 
Men may ſubſiſt comfortably. As long as peop + 
have Bread and Water, they will not famiſh ; b- 
take away Bread once, and the Spirit of man fa: 
eth, «Upon this account Bread is called a Stz/. 
Pſa.-105, 16, becauſe what a Staff is to an apg* 
- or feeble man, that Bread is to the faint and feel; 
Spirits, which even ſo do lean upon it. And lo 
what Bread is to the natural Spirits, that,and mc 
th , the Word is to gracious Spirits, Job 2 
12." 1 have eſteemed the words bf thy mouth, more th. 
my neceſſary food. If once God break this Sta! 
- the inner man, that hidden man of the Heart, w' 
quickly; begin to fail and faulter. 

2, It is not every degree of ſcarcity of Brei 
that preſently makes aFamine, but a general faili'! 
of it; when no Bread is to be had,or that which", ae; 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 12.1 
yields no nutriment. For a Famine may as well b: 
occaſioned by God's taking away pants nutrime!n- 
tw, the nouriſhing vertue of Bread, that it ſhall 
ihe no more as to the end of Bread, than a 

| Chip, Hag. 1.6. as by taking away panem nutr :c:1- 
| tem, Bread it felf, //a, 3. 1. And ſoit is in ::, 
| Spiritual Famine, which 1s occaſioned either by 
God's removing all the Ordinances, and making 
Viſion utterly to fail; or elſe, though there be 
Preaching, Prayer, and other Ordinances left, (ar 
laſt, the names and ſhadows of them ) yer the 

eſence of God is not with them. There is aa 
Marrow in the Bone, no Milk in the Breaſt; and  « 
Þ, as to Soul ſubſiſtence, tis all one, as if there 
were no ſuch things. 
3; In a Corporeal Famine, mean and courſe 
; things become ſweer and pleaſant ; Famine rai 
; the price and eſteem of them. That which before 
you would have thrown to your Dogs, now goes 
\- down pleaſantly with your ſelves. To the hungry- 
Soul every bitter thing is ſweet, P;.. 27. 7, *Tis 
- Ithe Dutch Proverb, and a very true one, Fungey 
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Fejunts ſtomachus raro vulparia temnit. Horat, 


| 
"| In time of Famine courſeſt fare-contents, 
1, $ The barking ſtomach ſtrains no complements, 

'Tis ſtoried of Artaxerxes emer, that when he 
©. Masflying before hisEnemies,he fed hungrily upog 
I'S Brley-bread,and ſaid,Cujuſmod: voluptatss baens 
,* Juexpertys fit? Oh, what pleaſure have 1 hitherto 
51} 1-2 SR = been 


124 Hausbandry $ viritualizent's or, 
-bcen ignorant of ? When great Dari drank the 
puddled Water, that had been defiled with dead 
,  Carcaſes, which had been-flatn in that Famous Bats 
.te!, he profeſſed he never drank more pleaſant 
*Driak. And Famous Hunniades ſaid, He neyer 
fared more dainrily, than when ( in a like exi» 
gence ) he ſapped upon Bread, Omons, and Wa- 
ter, with a poor Shepherd in his Cottage, | 
Juſt fo dorh the Famine of rhe Word raiſe the. 
price and eſteem of vulgar and deſpiſed Truths f - 
O what would we' give for one of thoſe Sermong ſl +- 
one of thoſe Sabbcths we formerly enjoyed ? i. 
thoſe days the Word of the Lord was precious. W hen.< 
God cafts to the Enemy to take away and remoneſ#:6 
PE  aitdec but precious Dainties, from his” 


bo 
ton Children, and a Spiritual Famine hathaF tl 
little pitched them, they will then learn to prize} U 
{heir Spiritual Food at a higher rate. » 24. 
4. In time of Famine ſome Perſons ſuffer moreſ G 


Khan others.- Ir falls heavieſt and pincheth hardeſÞ 7 


* 


upon the poorer ſort, as long as any thing is to be; Þx 
had for Money, the Rich will have it. © So it fall © 
.Qut in a Spiritval Famine ; although the molt exp of 
Tienced and beſt furniſhed Chriſtian will have Hl 
novgh to do to live in the abſence of Ordinances} 


yet they are like to ſubſiſt much better,than weak +. 4 
32norantzand nnexperienced ones, Some Chriſti 4, 
ans. have husbanded their time well, and like 7 
Jepb in the ſeven years plenty, laid up for a ſcarci 
he Word of God dwells richly jh them. Som# 

if ch there are, as Jobs calls young Men, who ar} Mare 
ſrrong, and the Word of God remaineth in thenſ{-fal 

- £f whom it may be ſaid, as Jerom ſpake of Aj Me 
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- _ fed. es OG | , "© : : 
'. The beavenly aft of cartþly things. 125 
tianus, that by long and aſliduons meditation of 
\the Scriptures, he had made his Breaft-rthe. very 
Library of Chriſt, Bur athers are Babes in Chrift ; 
and though God will preſerve that good wor k. 
which he hath begun in them, yet thoſe poor Babes 
will ſooneſt find, and be moſt concerned in the 
toſs of their Spiritual Fathers and Nurſes, 
-. $5. Intime of Famine there are pitiful cries,and 
heart-breaking complaints where-ever you go. O 
the many pale Faces you ſhall then ſee, and the fad 
$f Language that rings in your Ears in every place ! 

& One cries, Bread, Bread, for Chriſt's ſake one bir 
a. of Bread ; another faints and falls down at your 
.door. All ber people. /igh, Lam. 1.11. Yea, the 
$-poor little ones are brought in, v. 12. crying to 
11} their Mothers,where is the Corn and Wine ? And 
#Þ then pouring out their Sovls into their Mothers 

I Boſom. Juſt fo ic is in a Famine of the Word; poor 
# Chriſtians eyery-where nghing and crying,, O 
where are our godly Miniſters? Our ſweet Sah- 
xd baths, Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fa- 
1& thers,theChariors of 7/raeland theHorſemen there- 

'of? How beautiful were your Feet upon the Moun- 
tains! And then weeping, like the people at Paul's 
«8 departure,to think they ſhall ſee their ſacesno more. 
6. Laſtly, Intime of Famine, there is nothing” 

:$ {0 coſtly or precious, but people will part with it 
4 t purchaſe Bread. They bave given their pleaſant * 
ll things for meat to relieve their fouls, Lam. 1, 11, 

& And donbtleſs when a Spiritual Famine ſhall pinch 
& hard, thoſe that have been cloſe handed to main- 

ol-tain a Goſpel-miniſtry, will accodnt._ it a choice 
zo4-Mercy to. enjoy them again at any rate. Though the- 
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126 *Hubandry Spiritadized ; Or, 

Lord feed you with the bread of affli®ion,and give ya 
1; waters of adverſity, yet it will ſmecten that bread 
14 water to you, if your teachers be no more removed 
11:0 corners, Ua. 30. 20. 


REFLECTIONS. 

| 1, Is the Famine of theWord ſuch 
75 iUngrate» a fearful Judgment ? ThenLord par- 
'u; Se's A don myunthankfulneſs, for the pley- 
PETE tiful and long-continved injoyment 
of ſuch a precious- and invaluable Mercy. Hoy 
lightly have I eſteemed the great things of the Go- 
ſpel? O that with Eyes and Hands lifted vp to 
.-- Heaven, I might bleſs the Lord, that ever I ws 

brought forth in an Age of ſo much light / Ina 
b- Valley of Viſions, in a Land flowing with Goſpe- 
mercies. Hath not God made of one Blood all the Ns 
tions of Men, to dwell on the face of the Earth ? and 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation ?"As 1-7. 26. Many of thekſ 
great and populous Nations are involved in groſ 
darkneſs. Now that of all the ſeveral Ages of the 
World,and places in it ; God ſhonkd eſpy the beſt 
place for me, and bring me forth into ir, in ſuck 
an happy nick of time, as can hardly be paralleſd 
19 Hiſtory, for the plenty of Goſpel-mercies,that 
this Age and Nation hath enjoyed ; that my mo- 
ther did not bring me forth in the Deſarts of Ara-I 
bia, or waſtes of America, but in England, whete 
God hath made the Sun of theGoſ] pel to ſtand ſtill, 
as the natural Sun once did oyer Gibeos ; and that }- 
Crock a mercy ſhould no more affet my- Soul, let 
ſhame cover my Face for this, and trembling ſeize 
any Heart, 2, Is} 


ES... ao sSmamaiar 60 con os, Cnr Ego tre == on pi* a0 wat we wn, es. a 


The heavenly ufs of earthly things, 125 
2, Is the Goſpel mdeed departed ? 
Its ſweet influences reſtrained ? And 7 /Peprived 
a Famine worſe than that-of Bread © plan Wb: 
come upon us. Mas !' for the day, oY 
"for it 15 a preat day, fo that none 1s like it ;, it 15 even 
the day of Jacob's trouble, Woe is me, that ever 
I ſhonld ſurvive theGoſpel,and the precious Liber- 
ties and mercies of it! What horrid ſins haye-been 
harboured amongſt us, for which theLord contends 
by fach an unparrllel'd Judgment ? Lord, let me 
-juſtifie thee even in this ſevere diſpenſation ; the 
ovocation of thy Sons, and of thy Davghters 
ave been very great, and amongſt them none 
{ greater than mine, May we not this day read our 
int in our puniſhment ? O what nice and wanton 
Appetites, what curiors and itching Ears had thy 
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#peſtures, were more regarded than the excellent 
Treaſures of Divine Truths. Ah my Soul ! 1 re- 
member my fanlt this day, little-did I then confi- 
"ger. that Sermons work not upon Hearts, as they 
are thus elegant, thus admirable, but as they are: - 
Inſtruments in the Hand of God appointed to ſuch 
an end. Even as Auſtin ſaid of the Conduirts of 
"Water, though one be in the ſhapeof an Angel,a- 
'nother of a Beaſt, yet the Warer refreſhes as it is- 
"Water, and not as it comes from ſuch a Conduit + 
By this alſo, O Lord, thou rebukeſt the ſupineſs. 
and formality of thy people. How drowſie, du}, 
and careleſs have they been under the: moſt ex- 
- cellent and quickning means? Few more than 1, 
Alas! I have often preſented my Body before the 
Eord in Ordinances , #5 445 155"; bur my Sovl 
EE H. 4. hath 
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people in the days of plenty ? methods, tones and ].- 


& {6 Husbanary Spiritualized ; Or, 
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hath been wandring abroad, as Chryſo/tom ſpeaks. 
1 ſhould have come from under every Sermon as 4 
ſheet comes from the Preſs,with all the ſtamps and 


lively impreſſions of the Truths I heard upon my 
Heart. But alas, if it had heen demanded of me, | 


as once it was of Ariſtotle, after a long and curious 
Oration, how he liked it, I might have anſwered 
as he did, truly I did not hear.it ; for I was all 
the while minding another matter. Righteous 
art thou, O Lord, in all that is come upon us. 

: - 3..-l am now as a Spring ſhut up, 
The Silent that can yield no refreſhment to 


rag IRe- thirſty Souls ready to periſh, Thou 


haſt ſaid to me as once to Ezekiel, 


Sow of Man, bebold, I will make thy Tongue cleave to 


. the roof of thy Mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This 
5a heavy Judgment, but theu muſt be juſtified 
and cleared in it. Although Men may not, yet | 


God, if he pleaſe, may put a lighted Candle yn- 
der a Buſhel. And herein I muſt acknowledge thy 
Righteouſneſs. Many times have I been finfully 


+ © __lent,whea both thy Glory and the intereſt of Souls 

- © "10ngaged me to ſpeak. Moſt juſtly therefore haſt 
 thoumademy Tongue to cleave to its Roof, [.it- 

_ tledid 1 conſider the preciouſneſs of Souls, or the 


tremendous Account to be given for them, at the 
appearing of the great Shepherd. I have now time 


- enough to ſit down and mourn over former miſ- 
- carriages,and loſt opportunities. . Lord reſtore me 


once again to a ſerviceable Capacity,'to a larger 
Sphere of AQivity for thee, for I am now become 


-- - 882 broken Veſſel, It grieves me to the Heart, to 
.* Fethy Flock ſcattered, to hear thy People cry to 


+ | me, 


— 
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Je heavenly ofe of rerehiy rage. Tag, 
"me, as once to Joſep, Cave us Lread, for why 
ſtould we die in thy preſer.ce ? Thy, Word is like. Fi e 
hut up in my Bones, and | amweary with tor- 
bearing. O,that thowwouldſt once again open the 
Doors of thine Houſe, that there may be Bread e- - 
$ aough in'thine Houſe for all thy Children. 
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T1981 EOEM : 


HenGod doth make the Heavens above us Braſs 

The Earth's like Iron. Flowers, Flerbs andGr«fs. 
Have loſt their fragrant green ;, are turned yellow. 
The Brooks are dry, the pining Cattel bellow. 
The fat and Flowry Meadows ſcorcid. and burns. -. 
The Countreys marth is into morning turn'd. 
The clefted earth, ber thirſty month ſets ope . 
Unto the empty Clouds ; as *twere mm hope. 
Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay.- 
Her fiery thirſt ;, but they ſoon paſe away. 
The penſtve Husbandman with bus onn Eyes... , 
Bedews bis Land ; becauſe he ſecs the Skies. | 
Refuſe to do it ;, ; juſt ſo ſtands the caſe. - . 
VrY ben God from Squls removes the means. of: Grace-e.” 
- | God's Miniſters are Clouds, their Dottrine. Rain. -- 
» | /Phbich when the Lord in Judgment ſhall reſtram:- _: 
> | The peoples Souls in ſhort time will be found. 
» | In ſuch a caſe, as this dry parched ground., _. 
. | When this ſad Tudgment falls n any Nation, .,  \ 
e | Let Saints there take up the lament ation. 
r | -O dreadful, dark, and diſmal day | 
> '| How is our glory fled away ? ; 
» | Our Sn gan down, our Stars o'reeaſt; 
» | God's. Heritage. is now laid waſte. 7 ah 
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Our pining Souls no Bread can get, 

With Wantons God bath juſtly met. 

When we were fed unto the full, 

This Man was tedious, that was auT. 
But they. are gone, and there remain 
Now occaſton to complain. 

Stars are not now for lights, but ſicns , 
{God knows of what, beart -breaking times. 


Sure Heaven mtends not peace, but Wars ; 


Ja calling home Ambaſſadors. 
- How long did Sodom's Judgment ſtay, 
When righteons Lot was ſnatcht away ! 
How long remand that ſtately Hall, 
d/hen Sampſon made the Pillars fall ? 
Then Horſemen and Commanders fy, 
Woe to the helpleſs Infantry. 
Thi 1 a ſad and fatal blow, 

A publick loſs and overthrow. 

T6u that ſo long bave wiſh d them gone, 
Be quiet now, the thing ts done. 

Dd they torment you ere your day? 
£ 6d bath remov' d them out Oth* way. 
Now fleep in fin, and take your eaſe ;, 
Their DoB#rine ſhall no more diſpleaſe. 
Hut Lord |. what ſhall beconze of us ? 

2ur Teacher's gone, and left us thus ? 
To whom jhall we our ſelves addreſs, 
When Conſcience labours in diftreſs ? 


-.. O, whoſhall bely us at our need? 
Or powr in Balm when wounds do blead ? 


He'p Lord, for unto thee our Fyes 
Do pour ons ters, our groeans, our Cries 
+» $hat} never ceaſe, till dbou reſtore 
_ *"The Mercies nhich we 14d before. 
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Till Sion*s paths where ak NOW grows 
Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 2h 
That love thy Name ;, and long t' enjoy © 
The Mercies they bave {inn'd away. 


— — 


CHA P., XI. 


Upon the Corrupting of the Seed before - 
it Spring. | 


Seeds die and yot, and then moſt freſh appear, 
Samts Bodtes riſe more Orient than they were; 


OBSERVATION. 


| Fter the Seed is committed to the Earth, &- 
{ \. ſeems to periſh and die, as ourSaviour ſpeaks, 
Jolm 12. 24. Except a Corn of YVVybeat fail mtothe- 
ground and die.st abideth alone : but if 14 die, it brings: 
forth much fruit, The death of the Cora inthe. 
Earth is not a total death, but only the corruption - - : 
or alterration of it : For if once: the ſemingl Life * 
8nd Vertue of it were quite extinguiſhe, it covld - * 
never put forth- blade or ear without a Miracte. . - 
Yet, becauſe that alteration is a kind of dear#, . 
therefore Chriſt here-uſcs it as a fit lluſtration's*: . 
the ReſurreQtion. And indeed there is nothingan *' 
nature more apt to illuſtrate that. great Myſtery. +» 
What a fragrant, green and beautiful bladedo we 
| ſee ſpring up from a-corrupted Seed ? Hew-blackz,, © 
and movldy is that ? -How- beautiful, and-verdant- | 
1s this ? . - i} JO. Fa 9 
it - FP 


rye, 
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APPLICA TION. 
Ven thus ſhall the Bedies of the Saints ariſe in 
', beauty and glory at the Reſurref&ion. They 


T2 


-- are ſown in diſhonquy,, they are raifed-in glory , they 


are ſown natural bodies, they aye raiſed ſpiritual bo- 
dies, 1 Cor.15.43, 44. The Husbandman knows, 
that though the Seed rot in the Earth, yet it will 
'tiſe again. And the Believer knows, That though 
af ter bis in worms deſtroy his body, yet in his ſbeſh be 


- ſhall ſec God, Job 19. 25. @e. And the reſemblance 


betwixt the Seed ſown, -and ſprining up ; and 
the Bodies:--of the Saints dying, and riſing again, 
lyes tn Thee following Particulars. 

Firft, The Sed is commired to the Earth from 
vw hencelt came, {o'is the day of a Saint ; Earth it 
was, a2d to Earth-it is again reſolved, Grace ex- 


 empxs not the Body of the beſt man from ſeeivg * 


corruption, Rom. 8. 10, Though Chrilt be in, him» 
ver the Body is dead; that is, ſentenced to death, 


_ becauſe of fin, Heb. 9. ſlut 1t is appointed for at mea 


ore. to dit, 

Secondly, The Seed is caſt into the Earth in 
Hope, 1 Cor. 9.10, Were there not a ReſurreQi-- 
on of it expected, the Husdandman would never 
be willing to caſt away his Corn. The Bodies of 
Saints are atfo committed to the Grave in hope, 
3: Thef. 4. +3.14. But I would not bave you to be ig- 


. . worant brethren, concerning thoſe whiod are aſleep, as 


them which bave no hope 5 ſor if we believe that Jeſus 
i! e& and rofe again, eveniſo alfothem which ſleep in Je- 


* fix ſhats the Lord bring with-bim. This bleſſed hore 
-. ot a ReſarreRtion, ſweerens not only the troutles 
of Life, but the pangs of Death. 


&-- 
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Thirdly, | 


The heavenly twfecof carthily things. 1, 
\ Thirdly, The Seed is caſt into the Earth ſeaſon- 
ably, in its proper ſeaſon: So are the Bodies of 
the Saints, Job 5. 26. T bou ſhalt come to thy prave 
in a full age, as a ſhock of Corn cometh mm, in ris fea- 
ſm. They always die inthe fitteſt time, though 
ſometimes they ſeem to die immaturately. The 


time of their death was from all Eternity prefixt 


by God, beyond which they cannot go, and ſhort 
of which they cannot come. | 

Fourthly, The Seed lyes many days and nights 
under the Clods, before it riſe and appear again. 
Even fo man lyeth down, and riſeth net again till the 
Heavens be #0 more, Fob 14. 12, The day of dark- 
neſs in the Grave are many. | 

5. When the time is come for its ſhooting up, 
the Earth that covered it can hide it no longer, it 
cannot keep it down a day more; if will find or 
make way through the .Clods. So in that day 
when the great Trump ſhall fonnd,Bone ſhall come 
to his Bone, and the Graves ſhall not be able to 
hold them a minute longer. - Both Sea and Earth 


| muſt render the dead that are in them, Rev. 


20, 13, 

- 6, When the Seed appears above-ground again, 
it appears much more freſh and orient then when 
K was caſt into the Earth. God cloaths it with 
fuch beauty, that it is not like to what it was be- 
fore. Thrs riſe the Bodies of Saints; marvelloufly 
improved; beautified, and perfe&ted with Spiritual 


' | Qualities and rich Endowments; in reſpe& where- 


of they are called Spiritual Bodies, 1 Cor. 15-43: 


ngt properly, but Analogically Spiritual; torlook 
$Spirits ſabGiſt- without Food, Raiment, Tat. 
*. - Ve. we 


A 
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dies after the Reſurre&ion/ſhall be above theſe ne«, 


cellities and Deſtempers; for we ſhall 'be as the 

Angels of God, Mat, 22, 30. Yea,our vile Bodies 

Tious Body ; which is the higheſt pitch, and aſcent 

of Glory and Honour, that an human Body is ca- 

: pane of, Phi, 3.21, Indeed the glory of the Soul 
a 


11, be the greateſt glory ; that's the Orient inva-{ 


luable Jem ; but God will beſtow a diſtin glory 
upon the Body,aqd richly Enamel the very Caſe ig 
which that yraneny yore ſhall be kept. In that 
lorious Morning of the Reſurre&ion, the Saints 
Il put on their new freſh Suits of Fleſh, richly 
laid and trimmed with glory. Thoſe Bodies which 
in the Grave were bot duſt and rottenneſs, when it 
delivers them back agaif, ſhall be ſhining and ex: 
cellent pieces, abſolutely and everlaſtingly freed, 
(1.3 From all natural Infirmities and Diſtempers; 
Death is their gogd Phyſician, which at once freed 
them of all Diſeaſes. *Tis a great afflition now 
to many of the Lord's people;to be clog'd with is 
many bodily Infirmities which render them very 
unſerviceable to God, The ſpirit indeed is willing but 
the fleſh is weak. A crazy Body retorts and ſhoots 
back its Diſtempers upon the Soul with which it is 
{o cloſely conjoined 4 but though now the Soul (as 
Theopbraſtus ſpeaks) pays a dear rent for theTaber- 
nacle ia which it dwells, yet when Death diſſolves: 
- that Tabernacle, all the Diſcaſes-and. Paias under 
' Which it groaned ſhall be buried ia the Rubbiſh of 
its Mortality ; and when they come ts be reunited 
again; God will beſtow rich Gifts and Dowries,, 
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.- Know no laſlitu . wearinels or pain ; {o our Bo- 


be changed, and made like unto Chriſt's glo- 
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0-F:ren upon the Body,in the day of its Re-eſpouſals 
{tothe Soul. (2.) It ſhall be freed from all defor- 
NI} mitics, there are no breaches, flaws, moatrokities 
Stig glorified Bodies z but zof them it may much ra- 
ther be 'ſai& what was once ſaid of Abſolom, z 
Sam. 14. 25. That from the Crown of bis head, to 
the ſol of his foot, there was no blemiſh i him. 
{ 3ly. ) Ir ſhall be freed from all natural neceſſi- 
ties, to which it is now ſubjected in this its A- 
nimal ſtate. How is the Soul now diſquieted and 
tortured with cares and tronbles, to provide for 
a periſhing Body ? Many vnbelieving and unbe- 
coming, fears, it is now vexed with, What. ſhall 
it eat ? And what ſhall it driak ? And wherewith- 
al ſhall it be cloathed ? But meats for the belly, and 
the belly for meats ;, God. ſhall deſtroy -both it and 
them, 1 Cor. 6. 13. (4.e.) as to their pre- 
ſent uſe and office ; for as to its exiſtence, ſothe 
Belly ſhall not. be deſtroyed; But even as the 
Maſts, Poop and Stern of a Ship abide in the 
Harbour after the Voyage is ended, ſo ſhall theſe 
bodily Members, asTertwlian excellently illuſtrates 
it. ( 4/y. ) They ſhall be - freed from Death, :to 
which thenceforth they can be. ſabje& no more ; 
that formidable Adverſary of nature ſhall aſſault it 
no more. For they which ſhalt be accounted worthy to 
odtain that world, and the reſurretion- from the dead ; 
neither marry, nor are given 1n marriage, neither can 
they die any more; for they ſhall be equal to the An- 
gels, and are the Children of God, being.the Childrens © 
wf. the ReſrarrefFion, Euke 20. 35, 36, Markit( <- 

qual to the Angels)not that they ſhall be ſeperate, 


and 
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and ſingle Spirits without Bodies, as 
Tewyytx&; the Angels are, but equal to them-ig/ 
Bl6Y)es the way and manner of their living 
and ating. We ſhall then liverupon. | 
God, and a freely, purely, and delightfully for 
God; for all kind of iving upon,and delighting in, 
Creatures,ſeems in that Text (by a Synecdoche of 
the part which'is ordinarily in Scripture put for all 
Creatvre delights, Dependencies, and Neceſlities) 
to be excluded. Nothing but God ſhall enamour 
and fil the Soul, and the Body ſhall be perfeQly 
..- ſubdued to the Spirit. Lord, what haſt thou pres-. 
- = pared for them that love thee ? 


REFLECTIONS. 

The Hetl:bſul 1. If I ſhall receive my Body again 
Saints Refle- ſo dignified and improved in the 
ion, ' World to come, then Lord let mg 

F never be unwilling-to uſe my Body: 
now for thc Intereſt of thy Glory.or my own Sal- 
vation, Now, O my God, it grieves me to think! 
how many precions -oppertunitis of ſerving and 
Hononring thee, 1 have loſt under pretence of ea 
* - dangering my Heath, | bc 
- T have been more ſolicitons- to live long and; | li 
 healthfully, than to live uſefully and fruitfully; and” |. 
- like enovgh my Life had been mere ſerviceable to, | tl 
thee, if it had not been ſo ſondly overvalued by: | hz 
2 Rob th 

Fooliſh Soul, hath God given thee a Body: for a 
liviagTool or Inſtrument ? And art thon afraid to | th 
uſe it ? Wherein is.the Mercy of haying a Body,.ib | hi; 
-* motin ſpending and wearing it out in a+ of hi 
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as 1 God? To have an active vigorous Body,and not | 
{to imploy and exerciſe it for God, for fear of en- 
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davgering its Health,is, as if one ſhould give thee 
a handſom and ſprighttul Horſe, upon condition 
thou ſhouldſt not ride or work him. O ! 1f ſome 
of the Saints had enjoyed the bleſſing of ſuch an 
healthy aRive Body as mine, what excellent Ser- 
vices would they have performed to God in it? 
- 2. If my Body ſhall as ſurely riſe 
2gain in glory, vigour and excellent” 7.06 Sickly 
endowments, as the Seed which I gig. 
ſow doth, Why ſhould not this com- 


fort me over all the pains, weakneſſes and dnl- , -- 


nels with which my Soul is now clogged ? Thon 
knoweſt, my God, what a grief it hath been to 
my Soyl, to be fettered and intangled with the Di- 
ſtempers and manifold Indiſpoſitions of this vike 
Body. It hath made me ſigh and fay,with holy 41- 
felme, when he ſaw the mounting Bird weighed 
down by the Stone hanging at her Leg. Lord, thus 
it fares with the Soul of thy Servant ! Fain would 
I ſerve, glorifie, and enjoy thee, but a diſtemper- 
ed Body will not let me. However, it is reviving 


| to think, that though [| am now forced to crawl 


like a worm, in the diſcharge of my Doties, I ſhall 
Hhortly fly, like a Seraphim, in the execution of 
thy. will. Chear vp, drooping Soul, the time is at 
hand, when thon ſhalt be made more willing than 
thou art, and thy Fleſh not ſo weak as now It Is, 


3. Andis it ſo indeed ? Then let A 
Dyin 


the dying Saint, like Jacob, rouze up I'* g 
himſelf ppon his Bed, and incovrage =rrang Refles 
himſelf againſt the fears of death by 


this 
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> this refreſhing Conſideration. Let him fay with 
holy dying Muſculus, Why trembleſt thon (O- my 
Soul) to go forth of this Tabernacle to-the Land 
of reſt ? Hath thy Body been ſuch a pleaſant Habi- 
tation to thee, that thou ſhould'ſt be ſo loth to part 
with it, though but for a time ? And with afſu» 
rance of receiving it again with ſach a glorious Im- 
provement ? I know ( O 'my Sovl)) that thoy 

haſt a natvoral. inclination to this Body, refultin 

from the dear and ſtrict union which God himfe 
hath made betwixt-thee and it ! Yea, even the ho- 
lieſt of men do ſometimes ſenſibly feel the like in 
themſelves but beware thou love, it not immode- 
rately or inordinately ; *tis but a Creatvre, how 
dear ſoever it be to thee : Yea, a fading Creature, 
and that which now ſtands in thy way to the full 
enjoyment of God. But ſay my Son], Why are the 
thoughts of parting with it ſo bardenſom to thee? 
.Why fo loth to. take Death by its cold Hand ? h 
"this Body thy old and dear Friend ? True, but ye 
thou. parteſt not with it upon ſuch ſad terms, # 
ſhould deſerye a Tear at parting. For maiſt thon 
"Not fay of this departure,as Paul at the departure 
of One/amus, Philem. v. 15. 1t therefore departeth far 

_ a ſeaſon that thon maiſt receive it for ever, The day 

,of Re-eſponſals will quickly come,and in the mean 
j 
In 
In 
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time as thy Body ſhall not be ſenfible of the tedious} 


length of interpoſing time, ſo neither ſhalt thou be 
ſolicitous about thine abſent Friend : For the Frot- 
tion of God in that. thine unbodied ſtate, ſhall fil 
thee with infinite ſatisfa&tion and reſt. 
Or is it not ſo much ſimply for parting with it, 4 
8s for the manner of thy parting,either by the = 


Di- 
fil 


it 
ow 
od 
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and lingring approaches of a natoral,or the quitk 
and terrible approaches of a violent Death: Why, 
trouble not thy ſelf about that ;. for if God lead 
thee through the long dark Lane of a tedious Sick- 
neſs, yet at the end of it is thy Fathers Houſe. And 
for a violent death ?ris not ſo material, whether 
Friends or Enemies ſtand weeping or triumph- 
ing over thy dead Body. Nibil corpus. fentit 11 ner- 
v0 011 anima fit in catlo. When thy Soul ſhall bein 
Heaven,”twill not be ſenſible how the Body is uſed 
on Earth. | | 

4. Bat Oh ! What an uncomfor- | 
table parting will mine be? And £ he Wngecly 
how much more ſad our meeting a- gz. 
gain | How will this Soul and Body 
{{1ſh, yea tremble, when they meet, who have 


bean Co-partners in fo much guilt ? L Damn'd my 
98 $25u], to pleaſe my Heſh, and now have run'd 


both thereby : Had I denied my Fleſh to ſerve 


'Chriſt, worn out my Body in the Service of my 
x& Soul ; I had thereby happily provided for them 


both, but T began at the wrong end, and fo have 


ej ruin'd both eternally. 


The POEM. 
TD Arc Seeds have no great beauty, but mbum'd 
That which they had ss loſt, and quite conſwn'd : 
1 hey ſoon corrupt, and grow more baſe by odds 
Vhen dead, and bury d underneath the clods. 
It falls in baſeneſs, but at length doth riſe 


In glory; which delights bebolders Eyes. 


ow great a difference have a few days made 
twixt it, ts the Bufhel, and the blade ! _ 
5 


. 
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| — lovely, lively emblems aptly may 
ye e out tbe glorious Reſurrection day. 
en the Saints that in the duſt do lye, 
Shall riſe in glory, vigour, dignity. | 
With Singing in that morning they ariſe, 
And aazling glory ;, ſuch as mortal eyes 
Ne're views on Earth.” The ſparkling beauties here, 
No more can-equalize their ſplendor there, 
Than glimmering Glow-worms do the faireſt Star 
That ſhines in Heaven, or the Stones that are 
In every Street, may competition bold 
With glittering Diamonds in Rings of Gold. | 
For unto Chriſt's moſt _ Body they tt 
Sball be conform? d in plory at that day ; fc 
- VVhoſe luſtre would, ſhould it on mortals fall, co 
vY 
ne 


"Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paul. 
*Tis now a courſe and crazy bouſe of Clay ; 
-But O! How dear do Souls for Lodging pay ! 
Few more than I, for thou, my Soul, haſt been 
FVithin theſe T ents of Kedar C00 ped. in, [7 
VV here, with Diſtempers clog:d, thou mak thy Moan, 
41d \ for ua with tears and groans, ti 
Haſt often ſu'd ;, Cheer up, the time will be, 4 
VV hen thou \ from all theſe. Troubles, ſhalt be free. [| 
No jarring Humours, cloudy V apours, Rbeums, Þ 
Pains, Aches, or whatever F conſumes 
My days in grief , whilſt in the Chriſtian Race, 


Fleſh lags behind, and can't keep equal. pace 
VVith "Ihe more equal Spirit ; none of theſe ] 
Shall thenceforth clog = or diſturb thine __ I; 


CHAP. 


&* 


| 
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CHAP. XII. . 
Upon the Reſemblance of Wheat and Tares.. 


As V Wheat reſembled is, by wiler Tares, 
So, vile Hypocriſte, like Grace, appears. *- 


OBSERVATION 


T is Jerom's Obervation, that Wheat and Tares 
are ſo much alike in their firlt ſpringiag-up, 
that it is exceeding difficult to diſtinguiſh the one 
for the other, Theſe are his words, -/nter triti- 
cum & lolium quamdiu berba eſt, & nondum culmus 
venit ad ſpicam ;, pgrandis (imilitudo eft : &: mmdiſcer- 
nendo aut nulla, aut perdifficilis diſtantia. The diffe- 
rence (faith my berween them, is either none at 
all, or wonderful Cifficult to diſcern, which thoſe 
words of Chriſt, at. 1 3.30. plainly confirm, Let - 


them both alone till the Harveſt; thereby intima- * * 


ting, both the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing the Tares 
and Wheat; as alſo,the unwarrantable raſhneſs of 
bold and haſty Cenſures of Men's Sincerity or Hy- 
pocrifie, which is there ſhadowed by them. 


APPLICATION. 
[ = difficult ſoever it be to diſcern the diffe- 
rence betwixt Wheat and Tares;yet doubt- 
leſs the Eye of Sence can much eaſier diſcriminate 
them, than the moſt quick and piercing Eye of 
Man can diſcern the difference betwixt ſpecial and 
common Grace ; for all ſaving Graces in the __ 
Ve 


” . have their Counterfeits in Hypocrites. There are 


ſamilar works in theſe, which a Spiritual and very 
judicious Eye may eaſily miſtake for the ſaving and 
genuineeffe#s of the SanQilying Spirit. $1 
Both the Spirit of God convince the Conſcien- | :1 
ces of his People of the evil of ſin > Rom.7.9. Hy- | 1 
pocrites have their Conyiftions too, Exod, 10.16, 
Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte, 
and he ſaid, I bave ſinned agginſt #he Lord your Goa, 
and againſt you, Thus was Saul alſo convicted , 
_ 1'Sam. I5. 24. . . 
Doth true Conviction and CompunQion- work Þ} '1 
q 


Reformation of Life in the People of God ? Even 
Hypocrites alſo haye been famous for their Re- Y. 
formations. The unclean Spirit often goes out of II 
the formal Hypoerce, by an external Reformati--} © 
on; and yet ſtill retains his propriety:in them, } 4 
Aﬀat. 12. 43, 44. For that departure is indeed-no; & #* 
more -than-'a politick retreat. Many that ſhall Y '* 
\ Never eſcape the Damnation ot Hell, have yet e- } / 
: "ſcaped the pollutions of the World, and that by © - 
the knowledge of the Son of God, 2 Pet. 2.20. 's 

-Doth the Spirir of the Lord produce: that glo- Þ} | 
rious and ſupernatural work of Faith .in convin- 
ced and humble Souls ? In this alſo the Hypocrite 
apes and imitates the Believer, As 8. 13. Then 
Simon” bimſelf believed alſo, Luke B. 13. Thſe are 
they which for a while believe, and in time of tempta- 
tion fall away. . | | 

Doth the precious Eye of Faith, diſcovering the {| " 
tranſcendent excellencies that are in Chrift,inflame - |. * 
. the AﬀeCtions of the believing Soul with yehement 
deſires and longings after him ? Strange motio 


of 
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f Heart have alſo” been found in Hypocrites to- 
,ards Chriſt and heavenly things, Job 6. 34. Lord, 
-yer more give 1s this bread, Mat. 25.8, Grve us of 
wr Ol, for our Lamps are gone out. With what a 
pture was Balaam tranſported, when he faid , 
[ et me die the death of the righteous, and my laſt tnd 
ike bis, Numb. 2 3. 10, 
Doth the work of Faith in ſome Believers bear 


| ln its top Branches, the full ripe Fruits of a 


ed aſſurance 2 Lo! What ſtrong confidences, 
high-buile perſwaſions of an igtereſt in God, 
ie Dmetine been found even in unſanRified 
nes? John 8. 54. Of whom you ſay, that be 1s your 
"od, and yet ye bave not known bim. 'To the ſame 
"4ght of confidence arrived thoſe vain Souls, 
Y vention'd in Rom.2. 19. Yea, fo ſtrong may this 
TJ {fe aſſurance be, that they dare boldly venture to- 
4 to the Judgment-feat of God, and there de- 
ind it, Mat. 7. 22. Lord, Lord, bave we not prophe- 
ltd in thy Name ? 
| Doth the Spirit of God fill the Heart of the aſly- 
'$d Believer with joy unſpeakable and full of glory,” 
:.ving them, through Faith,a prelibation,or foretaſt 
{Heaven it ſelf, in thoſe firſt-fruits of it ? How 
-ar to this comes that which the Apoſtle ſuppoſes 
"ay be found even in Apoſtates! Heb.s. 8, 9. who 
i'8 there ſaid, to taſte the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come. What ſhall 1 fay,if real 
Cariſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are 
*1ne may alſo delight in approaching to God , 
"ok. 33. 32. It may be you will ſay, though the 
"\fference be not eaſily diſcernable in their ative 
"Ydience ; yet, when it ſhall come to ſulffring : 
| & 
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there every Eye may diſcern it : The falſe Heart, 
will then flinch, and cannot brook that work. And; 
yet even this is no infallible rule neither; for the 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes, that theSala:manger ofHypocriſie'Fh 
may live in the very Flames of Martyftdom, 1 Cor,'Þ7 
13. 3. If IT give my body to be burnt,” and have not ty 
charity. And it was long fince determined in this ſth 
caſe, Non pena, ſed caufa facit Martyre ; fo that 
without Controverſie,the difficulty of diſtinguiſhelt 
ing them is very great. | Fi 
And this difregcewill yet be more ſubtle an 
undiſcernable, if I ſhould tell you, chat as'in fo mad 
ny things, the Hypocrite reſembles the*Saint :'$ 
there are other things-in which a reaÞ Chrilti 
may act too like a Hypocrire. When we find 
Pharaoh confeſſing, an Herod prattiingy as well wi 
earing, a Zudas preaching Chriſt, an Alexanda 
venturing his Life for Pau! ; and on the other fd 
ſhall find a Pavid condemning that in another 
which he practiſed himſeif; an Hezetrab glorying'hs 
in his Riches,a Peter dillem>iing,and even all rhe 
Diſciples fortakingChriſt in an bour of rrouble an{ ” 
danger.O then/how hard is it for the Eye of Ma 
to diſcern betwixrt Chaffand Wheat ? How manf 
upright Hearts are now cenſured, whom God wi 
clear!How many falſe Hearts are now approved,” : 


; 


whom God will condemn ? Men ordinarily have {3 

no clear convittive proofs,but only probable ſym- 3 
ptoms, which, at moſt can beger bur a conjeturl JS 
knowledge of anothers ſtate. -And they that ſhall I 
prmpecrty judge cither way,may poflibly wrong” 
the Generation of the upright 3 or on the other n, 


ſide, abſolve and juſtific the Wicked, And truly, 
conlider- 
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tendering what hath been ſaid,jt's no great won- 


{ir that daggerous miſtakesare {o frequently made 
el this matter. + But though man cannor, the Lord 
both can, and will perfectly diſcriminate them. 
The Lord -knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19, He 
t {will have a day perfeRaly to fever the Tares from 


s Ithe W heat, to melr off the varniſh of the moſt re- - 


t Eſplendent and refined Hypocrite; and to blow off 
the Aſhes of Infirmities, which have covered and 
Sabſcured the very. ſparks of ſingerity ih his People. 
& Will make ſuch a diviſion as was never yet 

de in the World, how many diviſions ſoever 

fre haye-been in it. 4nd tben ſhall men indeed 
urn, and diſcern betwixt the righteous and the wick- 


Cbetwixt bim that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 


as 20t. Mean, while ( my Soul ) thou canſt nor 
Altter-imploy thy ſelf, whether.thou be ſound or 


Nt "57S than in making theſe RefleQions upon 
ay elf. _ -" k 


T REFLECTIONS. 
$/And is this ſo? Then Lord.pardog.,.. > 4 
& raſhneſs and precipitancy of my. The Cenſori- 


Gaſorious Spirit ; for I have often oupyou!'s ae 
Sdldly anticipated thy Judgment, - | 
md afumed thy Prerogative, although thou haſt 
F ' Why doſt thou judge thy brafber ? and.why doft 
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buy ſet at nought thy brother ? we ſhall all ſtand before 
tle Tudoment-ſeat of Chriſt ; for it 15 written, as 1 
ve ( /aitb the Lord ) every knee ſhall bow to me, 
"ad every tongue ſhall. confeſs to God, Let us not 
5 [refore-judge one another any more,Rom.14.10,17, 
12,13. And again, He that judgeth me us the Lord. 
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Let us therefore judge nothing before the time unt1 
Lord come, who both will bring to Jight the hi 
things of darkneſs,.and make manifeſt the counſe 
the heart 3 and then ſhall every man bave prai 
God, 1 COI. 4. 4, 5: | 

What if God will own ſome of them for his $ 
to whom 1refuſe to give the reſpe& ofBrethre 


may paſs haſty and headlongCenſures upon oth 


but, where is my Commiſſion for ſo doing? Iv 1 


.not only a Commiſſion, but fit Qualifications 
fuch a work as this. Can I pierce into the Hea 


God? Can 1 infallibly diſcover the hidden moti + 


ends, and principles of ations? Beſides, O 


= SESSERDS 


Cy % 
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Soul + Thou art conſcious of ſo much falſene! bie 
- thy ſelf, that were there no other conſiderat - 1} 
that alone might reſtrain thee from all uncha1 +} 


_ ble and haſty Cenſures. If others knew but-v | 


1 know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſe 
- ly of me, as I'do of other? 

2. Though I may not judge 
The Preſump- . figal ſtate of anotber; yet I may 
Nan. - Ought to judge the ſtate of my ( 


ceſſary and concerning work to me. For ſince i 


ry Saving Grace in a Chriſtian hath its Counter 


in the Hypocrite, how needful is it, for thee, 


my Soul } to make a ſtand here, and ſolemnl - 
' Ponder this great queſtion ! Whether thoſe th 
whereon1 depend as my beſt evidences forthe: * jj 
£o come, be the real,or only the common wor} :' 


- Soul; which is doubtleſs a more 


#.. the Spirit ? Whether they be ſuch as can now - Jt 


dure the Teſt ofthe Word and abide a fair T 
at the Bar of my own Conſcience ? 
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- Come thefi, my Soul /. ſet the Lord before thee, 
>whom the ſecrets of all Hearts are manifeſt; and 
inthe awful ſence of that great day, make true an- 
fver to theſe Heart-diſcovering Queries ; for 
though thou canſt not diſcern the difference be- 
twixt theſe things in another, ”7yet thou mayſt and. - 
odphteſt to diſcern it. in thy ſelf 3 for what Man 
knows the things of a.Man, fave the Spirit of Man 
'Y that is in him? 
Firſt, Is my obedience uniform? Am l the ſame 
Man at all times, Places and Companies? Or ra- , 
er, am-I not exaQt and curious in open and pub- 
Flick; remiſs and careleſs, in private and ſecret Du-' 
"Fties ? Sincere Souls are uniform Souls, P/al.1 1 9.6. 
\Fthe Hypocrite is no Cloſet-man, At. 6. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which 1 call Grace in me, 
"Joppoſe and mortifie, or doth it not rather quietly 
conſiſt with, and protect my Luſts and Corrupti- 
ons? True Grace tolerates no Laſt, Gal.5.17.No, 
' Bnot the Boſom Darling-corruptions, P/al. 18, 2.3. 
'F Thirdly, Doth-that which I call my Grace, 
humble, empty, and abaſe my Soul-? Or rather, 
"Weoth it not puff it up with 'Self-conceitedneſs > All 
; \ Foops is humbling Grace, 1 Cor. 15. 109. 
But 
2 


Soul which 15 lifted up, 15 uot upright, Hab. 


«46 | 
"Laſtly, Canſt thou (my Soul) rejoyce and bleſs 
© JGod for the Grace imparted to others ? And re- 
 Hojee, if any deſign-for Chriſt be carried on in the 
forld by other hands ? Or rather, doſt thou no. 
' [Envy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt for no work 
{which thon art not ſeen ? - 
Buy ſtay my Sou], it is enough ; If theſe be the © - 
bk I 2  Jabſtantial 


' 4246 * Huthandyy Spiritualized ; Or,” 


Let us therefore judge nothing before the time unt1 
Lord come, who both will bring to Jight the bi, 
things of darkneſs, .and make manifeſt the counſe 
the heart 3 and then ſhall every man bave prai 
God, 1 Cor. 4. 44 5: 
What if God will own ſome of them for his $ 
to whom 1refuſe to give the refpe@ ofBrethre 
may paſs haſty and headlongCenſures upon oth 


but where is my Commiſſion for ſodoing? Iy 1 


.not only a Commiſſion, but fit Qualifications 
fuch a work as this, Can I pierce into the Hea 


God ? Can I infallibly diſcover the hidden moti + 


ends, and principles of ations? Beſides, O 


mg --I ST» 


Soul + Thou art conſcious of ſo much falſens! = t 
- thy ſelf, that were there no other conſiderat - : Fth 


thatalone might reſtrain thee from all uncha1 


_ ble and haſty Cenſures. If others knew but-v + 


1 know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſe 
+ ly of me, as I'do of other? 
2. Though I may not judge 
The Prefump- . figal ſtate of another, yet I may 
= arc ought to judge the ſtate of my ( 
- Soul; which is doubtleſs a more 
ceſſary and concerning work to me. For ſince 
ry Saving Grace in a Chriſtian hath its Counter 
in the Hypocrite, how needful is it, for thee, 


my Soul ) to make a ſtand here, and ſolemn! -» 

' Ponder this great queſtion ! Whether thoſe th 
whereon1 depend as my beſt evidences forthe: '* J 
£0 come, be the real,or only the common wor) 5 

the Spirit 2 Whether they be ſuch as can now 


dure the Teſt of the Word and abide a fair T 
at the Bar of my own Conſcience ? 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 147 
; Come thel my Soul /. ſet the Lord before thee, 
towhom the ſecrets of all Hearts are manifeſt; and 
inthe awful ſence of that great day, make true an- 
fer to theſe Heart-diſcovering Queries; for 
though thou canſt not diſcern-the difference be- 
twixt theſe things in another,”yet thou mayſt and _- 
ovghteſt to diſcern it in thy ſelf; for what Man 
knows the things of a.Man, fave the Spirit of Man 
'Y that is in hm 7 
Firſt, Is my obedience uniform? Aml the ſame 
"Man at all times, Places and Companies? Or ras , 
ther, am-I not exact and curious in open and pub- 
lick; remiſs and careleſs, in private and ſecret Du- 
"Files ? Sincere Souls are uniform Souls, P/al.1 1 9.6. 
\Fthe Hypocrite is no Cloſet-man, At. s. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which I call Grace in me, 
"Yoppoſe and mortifie, or doth it not rather quietly 
conſiſt with, and protect my Luſts and Corrupti- 
0s? True Grace tolerates no Laſt, Gal. 5.17.No, 
' not the Boſom Darling-corruptions, P/al. 18, 23. 
Thirdly, Doth-that which I call my Grace, 
hamble, empty, and abaſe my Soul-? Or rather, 
oth it not puff it up with Self-conceitedneſs > All 
- Some is humbling Grace, 1 Cor, 15. 109. 
But 
2 


Soul which 15 lifted up, 15 not upright, Hab. 


«4 | 
' $ Laſtly, Canſt thou (my Soul) rejoyce and bleſs 
* JGod for the Grace imparted to others ? And te- 
' Þojee,, if any deſign-for Chriſt be carried on in the 
World by other hands? Or rather, doſt thou nor 
 Ifnvy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt for no work 

{which thon art not ſeen ? w 
_ |} Bub ſtay my Soul, it is enough ; If theſe be the © - 
= I 2 ſubſtantial 


145 * Husbanary Spiritualized; Or, 
ſubſtantialdifferences betwixt ſpecialand common 
Grace, | more than doubt, I ſhall not endure the 
day of his:comingy. Wheſe fan is in bis band. Do 

.nor thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which are not the} 

ſpots of his Children ?. Woe is me, poor Wretchyf 
. #he-CharaQters of Death are upon my Soul ! Lord,J* 

add-power to the Form, Life to the name to live 


—- 


© Practice to the knowledge, or [ periſh Eternally! 
-O rather give me the Saints Heart, than the 4 
&#is Tovpue 3 the-poorelt breathing of thy Spirit; 
-than the richeſt Ornamentsof common Gifts ! Le 
me neither deceive my ſelf or others, in matters 
ſo deep and everlaſting conſequence ! 7 


"The POEM. 
NF Faſtern Countreys,"a5,g60d Authors write, 


by 
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% Fares in their ſpringing up appear to /1ght ; R py 
FR 0: 
Sry 


Tot Ihe it {1fF, a V Weed, but reab Wheat, 
Vtolc thare and form 1s counter ferts;fo'neat, + 
That "to cid require a 1:98 judtcaes Eye, 
p W E FIC TT + te t9 1 orpfie,- cnmen 
; as4 , rl ho "OOO" a 
14 boto to (04 mM3%R'y oe grome, | 


And then the driferimce 37 £481y known. 
Freu thus Tiy5cutse tat carfed YVeed, I 
$211 's 112 7 1 ke fie Graee, that he will need | V1 
AG eti211-5 CC  1nj1gbt in this caſc,. 
et Yoit” i545 v2t, Fat 4s real Crace. 
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47+ 23 Sen Prnncooily Robcs. bimnſelf behave ', 


hes ttt 7 


G; fevikenorac, by 45 deep bellsſb Art. 
Dos prucou Sas melt; mourn and weep for [n? 


"te tithes © oopites obſer fd bath been, - 
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TW The heavenly afe of earthly things. 149 
Have they their comforts, joys; and raptures ſweet 
ef //ith them in comforts Hypecrites.do mees. 
of 1# all Religious Duties, they cam go* 

8-45 far as Saints ; in ſome things farther #90, 
'Þ. They ſpeak like Anvels, and you'll themk within 

1 The very Spirit of Chriſt, and Grace bath bin; | 
\Tbey come ſo near, that ſome like Vaag take - , + 
cob for Eſau ; this for that nuſtake. " a. 
And boldly call ( their Eyes with his being dim Y* © L 
. Y:True Grace Hypocriſte, and Duty: Sm. | 
tf Fea, many alſo; Jacob-like, imbrace 
Leah'for Rachel, common Gifts for Grace, 
*#14 in their Boſo ms bug it, till the light 
- Diſcover their miſtake, and clear their /3ght. 
"And. then like bim, confounded they will cry, 
Mas ) *tis Leah; curs'd Hypecrifie 

Buide me my:God; that1 may not in ſtead 
Of ſaving Grace, nurſe up this curſed Weed. 
OJet my Heart by thee at 14ſt be found 
Sincere, and all thy workings on 4: found, + 
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CHAP: XH0ML 


Upon the: Dangers incident to Corn from. 
Y Seed-time to Harvelt. 


Powls, VVeeds, and Blaſtings do your Corn annoy: © 


I fx — 


| Even ſo Corruptions would your Grace deſtray'. nt oY 
OBSERVATION, Yrwone® © 1 


T Here are(amongſt many others)threeTritical 
4 and dangerous periods detwixt theSecd-time 

and Haryeſt. The firſt, when Cora is newlyggms 
| «# ; | . - GJ 


w_ 
o 


PE Ee Fronts, &, W 
mitted to the Earth, all that lyes.uncovered Fj 
quickly pickt up by the Birds ; and munch of that 


which is but ſlightly covered, is ſtockt up as lacnſl.y 
as it begins to ſprout, by Rooks and other devour 
ing Fowls, Mat. 13. 4. bot if it'eſcape the Fowl I 
and gets root in the Earth, yet then it is hazard 
by noxious Weeds, which purloin and fuck aw 
rs nouriſhment,whilft it is yet in the tender bladgy 
If by the care of the vigilant Husbandman ith & 
frecd from choaking Weeds, yet laſtly, as great,” 
danger as any of the former ſtill attends -it-; 
ofcentimes,whilſtit isblowing in theear, blaſtingiF'ol 
2:4 mildews tmite it in the ſtalk, which cats ou 
jetceand ſep that ſhould afcend to-nouriſh the earl 
and {o ſhrivels agd dries wp the Grain whildt it 
yet immature, w y it like thoſe eanfj 
cf Gorn in Pharaob's Viſion, which were thin, ant # 
- Yiaſted with the Eaſt-wind ; or like the ears theff* 
- Y-ſalmiſt ſpeaks of upon the Houſe-top,wherewith J* 
the Reapet filleth not his Arms. Ft 


APPLICATION. tx 
"F"Ruc Grace from the Infancy to thePerfeRtia]] 3. 
'# thereof,conflits with far more greater day}: 
geis,amongſt whichit anſwerably meetswith thin] 
_ © dangerous periods-which marvellouſly hazard it} Bf 
*So'that it is a much greater wonder 'that it everþ-l 
es oc its juſtperfe&ion. For, ( 1. ) No ſoon 
th the greatHusbandman diſſeminated theſe hols 
Seeds. in. the regenerate Heart, but multitudes 
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' impetuons Corruptions immediately afſtult, aaa 
would eertainly devour them like the-Foyls of theþ& 
*AirzCid not the ſame Arm that, ſowed them, alfope 
* w, bf: Ns prot a 4 


” o ; As _ 


% 
; : Ip 
of we - - 


F' The heaven uſe of earthy thing®. 151 
Fprotet them. It fares with Grace, as with Chriſt | 
atf its Author, whom Herod'fought to deſtroy in his 
an.very Infancy. The new Creature is ſcarce warm 
pivits ſcat, before it awſt fight to defegd it. ſelf. 
\ Thi: __— — a» mods os famous 
Text. Gat. s. 17. F th agamſt the Spirit, 
Spin againſt the Fleſb, ps br are 15.0uap. 
the 0170 fo the dther ; ſo that ye canmot do the thin;s 
that ye wonid. 79 | 
t{h,-Þy here, naderſtand the corruption of-nx- 
ay tare by Original Sin, and the finful motions there- 
| of ; Sport, not the Soul, or natural Spirit of 
ma, but the Spirit of God ia man, zz. thoſe 
Graces. in man which are the Workmanſhip of the 
| Spir; and thereforecallcd by his. Name. The op- © 
r otic betwixt cheſe-two is expreſſed by Inſting, 
WE. c. ) deſiring the mutual ruin and deſtruQion 
wheach other ; for even when they are not acting, 
thi yet then they are luſting, there is an oppoſite dif- - 
F poſition againſt each othor ; which oppoſition is 
both a formal and an effeFive oppoſition. There are 
two contrary forms, two men in every Saint, Cd. 
od}-3. 9, 10. From hence an effeftive oppoſition muſt 
ds follow ; for as things are in their Natures 
Had Principles,;fo they are in their Operations and : 
4 Efeds ; Workings always follow Beings, Fire 
Bd Waterare of contrary qualities,and when they 
2, they effeively oppoſe each other, .Sin and - 
x are" fo oppoſite, that if-Sin ſhould-ceaſe to 
poſe Grace, it would ceaſe to be Sin 3 and if 
Grace ſhould not oppoſe Sin, it would ceaſe to be 
Grace. And this doth much more cadanger, the - 
work of: Grace, than any other Enemy it hath; 
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hecanſe it works againſt it more inwardly, conſtant- FF: 
ly, and advantapiouſly, than any thing elfe can do. 
( 1..) More inwardly, for it hath irs-being and 
working in the ſameSoul where Grace dwells ;yea,- 
19 the ſelf-ſame Faculties, fo that it. not only- ſets © 
one Faculty-againlt another, byt the ſame Faculty Fj 
againſt ir telf, the Underſtanding againſt the Un-'F 

derſtanding, and the Will againſt'the Will; {} 4 


© * that ye cannot do the good, nor yet the-eviltharye. 


would ; not the good that yeawonld becauſe when J 
the Spirit moves to-good, and” bates pon tity. 
Heart by Divine Palſations, exciting-it: #0 Duty 

the Fleſh croſſes and oppoſes it there z-and'ifit canal x 
not totally hinder the performance of aDuty;yeritÞ * 
tames the Soul upon the working hand, wherebyÞ; 
the performance is not ſo Spiritual, freeand comeF'p 
poſed, as it defires ; nor-yetthe evil - that yay: 


would-commitr, if-Grace were not there, becauſtF 

when Luft ſtirs in-its firſt motions, Grace puts a { 

rub in its way. How can 1 do this great wickedneſs,Þ lt 

e1d-/In againſt God ?-Gen. 39. 9. And if it cannot; 
O 


(which for the moſt part it. doth) minder the attingFe 
of ſin, -yet it ſo engages the Will againſt it, that it 


is not, committed with complacency and full cons} pj 


. ſent, Rom'7. 15: hat T1 do T allew uot. (2. ) | 

. oppoſes it more..conſtantly, it's-like a contin 
dropping; a Man can no morefly from this EnesI 
my, than from himſelf. There is a time when tha 
_- Devil leayes tempting, /2t. 4. 1 1.. but; no tim 
when Corruption ceaſes fromworking. And-laſts 
. Iy, it oppoſes Grace more advantagioufly than ar 


other Enemy can do, for it is not only always 1aF* 


the: ame Sopl with it, but it is there-naturally ; irF- 


hath. 


» 
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The heeventy uſt of earthly things. T5 
"hath the advantage of che$oy) which ſuits witi-it,* =» : 
And yet, Oh the wonder of tree Grace ! It 1s 
'$ not ſwallowed vp, in Viftory, it eſcapes this ha- 
i *zard. ot | E 
3% Bot (ly.) it ſoon'-mezts wich ano:her,thon th - 
FJ iteſcape this, even by Temptations which ſtrike: 
FF deſperatly at the-very Life of it.; for theſe, like - 
&f the Weeds, which feemingly loving imbraces, : 
Ee 


4 daſp about it; and did not the faithful God now - 


$ make a. way to efcape, inſtead of an Harveſt, we 

S ſhould have an heap ? For alas, what are we ! ro-- 
{wreſtle with Principalities and powers, and Spi 

F ritual Wickedneſſes1n high places > | 
rg” Laſtly, Sad Relapſes, like blaſts and ruſtings, do » 
Doren fade, and greatly endanger it. when it's even - 
wiFready for the Harveſt, Thus it fell ont with Da- - 
W3#d, whoſe laſt ways were not like its firſt; and : 
whyet-by this, theſe. holy Fruits are not ntterly de- - 
aF froyed, becaule it is the ſeed of God ;, and-[o is + 
*$lamortal,: Jobn 5.4,5. And alſo becauſe the Pro-' © 
*tFhiſes of Perſeverance. and ViRtory made 10 it, , 
SF annot be - fruſtrated, amongſt which the are-: 
uy txcellent, J/2.. 54. 10. Fer.:34. 40. 1 Con i. 3 
#*I Hz. 1,.3.Pſax.125. r. Fob! 4. .14..50 that here is, - 
v9 matter of unſpeakable Comfort, , though Fhe Heſii > , * 
FI &y, Ego deficiam,. I will fail thee ; uglythe 
eWorld fay, Ego deciptam, 1 will decchye thee ;;.. 
nMough- the Devil ſay, . Ego eripiam, 1 whtl Tnatch : 


ee away 3 yet as long as Chys faith, 1 wilk.ge- - 
© leave thee nor forſake'thee , thy Graces 2re- - 


y ein the midſt of all theſe Enemies., ; 
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REELECTIONS. 
1, This Soul of mine was once 
ae Apoſiates. plewed up by Convition, and ſown 
kef-etion, (as I thought ) with the "Seed of 
| God. In thoſe days many purpoſes 
- 2nd good reſolutions began tcechink and bud forth, 
- promiling a bleſſed Harveſt :. But O ! ( with what 
| conſternation. and horror ſhould I ſpeak it ? ) the- 
Cares and Pleaſures of this Life, the Luſts and 
© Corruptions of my baſe Heart ſpringing up, have, 
| quirodeſtroyed and choakt it; by which it appears 
-  I6 was-not the Szed of God, as I then imagined it 
to-be and now my cxpeRted. Harveſt ſhalt be an. Þ 
heap, in the day. of grief and deſperate ſorrow, 1ſa.” 
:7..11.. F had Convictions, but they are gone 
© Troubles for Sin, Conſcience of Duties, but all is 
+ \ blaſted, and my Soul is now as a Barren. Field, 
” - which God hath curſed. | 
. Woes me | I have rovolted from God, and 
now that dreadful word, Jer: 1 7.5,9. is evidently 
foifilled vpon: me-z For I am like the heath in the de» F 
"feat, that: jecth not when pood cometh ;, my Soul nha- 1 
ice 3be parched places of che wilderneſ?. Alas !' all 
my formal and heartleſs duties were but as ſ@ many 
{tare- crows-in the Field, which could not defend | 
" theſe flight workings from being devoured'by the | +? 
Inferngl Fowls. Had theſe Prigciples been the Seed | © 
of God; no.doubt they. would have continued an@&þ< 
overcome- the World, 1 Jobm-2. 19. Wretchedge®6 
Jouk!: thy Caſeis ſad; it will be better with they”'T 
- _ wncuyltivajed: Wilderneſs, than with ſich a miſcar-ſ* Þ 
| - sjing, Sorh, ua the great Husbandman-plowſ+ K 


pt PR _ 
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a 
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The ln avanly «fe of earrily things.” 1 


-Þ thee vp. the ſecound time, and ſow thy" Heart 

with ray Seed. 5 | 

2. And are the Corruptions of my ,, 
Fi 


Heart to Grace,what Fowls, Weeds, Sduls | 
and Mildews are to the Corn ?' © on. - 
what need have 1 then to watch my 
Heart, and keep/ it with all diligence ; for-in the 
Life of that Grace is wrapt up the Life of my Soul, 
. | He that carries a, Candle in his Hand in a biufſtring © 
4 Sormy Night,had need to cover it cloſe, leſt ic be 
 $ blown out, and -he left in darkneſs. O let me ne- - 
ver ſay, God hath promiſed it ſhall perſevere, and 
'F therefore I need not be ſo ſolicitous to preſerve ic; . 
for as this inference is quite oppoſite to the nature - 
4 of true Grace and Aſſurance, which never igcour- 
age tocareleſneſs, but provoke the Soul to an in- | 
duſtrious ufe of Means to preſerve it; $0, itis in + - 
ie ſelf anſirrational and fenſleſs Concluſion, which 
will never follow from any Scripture Promiſe: : 
+ for although it is readily granted, that God hath,, . 
;F made many - comfortable and ſweet Promiſes to - * 
, F the: Graces of his People, yet we mult expectto- 7 
| enjoy-the Benefits and Bleſſings of all thoſe Pro- -” 
miles, in that. way and order ' in. which; God-2 
hath' promiſed / them ; . and- that « is*in -the - > 


: 

| Zareful and diligent uſe ,of thoſe means whichhe = * 
1 
t 


+ hath preſcribed," Ext: 36. 36, 37. for Promiſes | - 
+do nat exclude, but imply the uſauptmeans;-. 
© 4G 27.31; I know-my Life rr-determined fo a i 
$: day, to-an hour, and 1 {hall live out every? mi. 2 
mate God hath appointed 3 - but:yet, Lam bounc 
.þ- to- provide Food,. Raument. and Physck to pre- 
j- feveits. | 
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TW Doubting 


Soul's, Re fiee 
engthen and eſtabliſh 


Sphitualizeds Or 


To ao -Let® all oobtit 
Chriſtians refte&t ſeriouſly upon this 


_ out of it to ſtr 
them againſt all their fears; your Life, your Spiri- 
tual 'Eife, hath for many years banged in ſuſpence 
before ' you : : and you hare ofrenfoig with David, I 
thall _ day fall by the Hand- of Saw. Defpond- 
wg, trembling Soul, lift up thine Eyes and look 
vpor: the: Fields, the Corn lives ſill, and grows 
vp; though Birds have watcht to-devour it .Snows 
have covered it ,Beafts have cropt it, Weedshave 
almoſt choackt it yet It's preferved. And hath 


200d" work in. thee, be will 'perfe it tothe day of 
Ghriſt ? Phil. 1. 6. Hath he not ſaid, I give unto 
 themeternal life, aud they. ſhall never periſh? John 
50: 28, . Haſt thou not many times , and 


: n ©. hat matter of unſpeakable joy and comfort is 
Rav upright Souls-4 Welk then, be not. diſcou- 
for thou doſt aor run as.one uncertain,nor 
"*Right asone that beats the Air, 1.Cor. 9-26. "but 
the Fonndarion: of. God ſtands ſure , having this 
- -- ealpthe Eord: Tom, who are his, 2 Tin. 2 19. 

Ihe Stream ſeem ſo 


mesto fail, yet it's. 


Fruth, and ſack Marrow and Fatneſs 


norGod-more care of that precionsSeed of his own. F 
- Spirr 1n-thee, than any Husbandman hath of his Þ 
- Eorn ? Hath he not ſaid, That baving begus the. 


be. ought of it, as thou doſt now, and yet it lives? 


gthy God: is ſtrong; ; 
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The P O E'M. © "A 
IS juſtly wondeped that an ear of Corn; 
WT Should come at laſt imafety to the Barn. 
It runs throwgh manbatards, threatning harms, | 
Betwixt the Sower's Handy; and Reapers Arms, 
The Earth no foonevtakes * from the ſack, - 
But yau may ſee behind the Sowers back 
A Troop of Thieves, which would at once 
That Seed in which lyes bid the -Seed-of joy 
This dangerous period paſt, it ſoon doth fall 
Tuto a. ſecond; no leſs critical. 
| It /hooteth forth the tender blade, and then 
| The npxious Weeds endanger it agen.” 
- | Theſe claſp about it till they kindly choak 
J The Corn, as flattering Toy doth the Oak. 
fre VVeeds deſtroyed, Jo's all that danger paſt ? 
Lo now another cones, the worſt at] wy 
| Eor when 7th? ear it blows » begrs.t0 kern,” 
| Amildew ſmites it which you can't diſcern ; 
! Nor any way prevent #4ll all be loſt , 
The Corn deſtroy'd, with all your bopes. and coſt. 
Thus ſaving Grace, that precious Seed of Js -. 
FV hich. Hell and Nature plot how to deſtroy, - 
Eſcapes ten Thouſand dangers firſt and laſt ' + - 5 
© wbo can,ſay now all the danger's pap, > = b- 
"Tis like a crazy Bark toft in.a Sor. , EI: ' 7 
 Or.like a T aper which is. ſtrangely | born. 
. #Vithout a. Lantborn in. a blu fs | | 
Or like to limmering ſparks, 1 whoſe dying light | 
Is ll prejeru',: The roaring : hr, a} high 4 
Zh emguing. Mountains in 1 the darkned Sky 
IS; pn hal proud backs, the little Bark is cuem > ts 
"our unto. the Battlenients of Heaven, * ". 
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TT If x _ 
=  Gerituakized; Or, © 
pn ther dans the Deeps doth ſlides 


Water ry fade; 
4 Ike iy We © the jrudeſ Waves obey, 
Brmgs it at laſt untothe K 


vet Key. 

The bluſting Winds ſtrive with a «al puff, 
To bring the Tapor to a; 
Their churliſh blaſts extenguiſh it, md then 
Our gentle breath recovers it agen. 
\ The fainting ſparks beneath the Aſhes ly s, 

' VVherechoakt and ſmother'd they ro. to die ; 
But theſe calleed, we do gently blow , 
Till from faint ſparks to 6h ly flames they grow. ' 
Even thus 1s Grace preſersd thus kept alive ; 
By _—_ Sos, Grace doth live and thrive. 
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= Cc H A P. XIV. C 
1 -Upoo che Ditigaes of the Husbanman for [: 
| to 

" Our Hubandmen for Marveſt wait and ftay: Ik 

| Or tne Nene na Fe 'm 

. OBSERVATION. hf 


' The hetoonly aſs of carchly th 


yand when it's fully ripe, pac =o, 
Fiato their Fields and reap it down with joy, = 


APPLICATION. 
AN a little Corn cauſe Men to'digeſt ſo mary 
difficult labours, and make them wait with 
[eticible patience tall the Ru time come”; 
Much more ſhould the ex Eternal Glo=- * 
ry ſteel and —_— m _ Die ani all intercur- - 
fent "hardſhips Ities. It }e:ft of all be- 
Feomes a Chrſſtiant to be of an haſty a1! impatient 
Epirit. Light #s ſown for the righteous, roy 
"Ft wright m beart, Pſal. 92. 11. Bebold the Huſ- 
Shardman wait:th, &c. Jam.” 5. 7. Be patient theres 
-Ffwe 1y Brethern, for the coming of the Lord draws 
wear. There are three greatAr — to'perſwade 
FChriſtians to a -long-ſuffering and patient frame 
Finder ſafferiags. (1.) The example of Chriſt, /a. 
FT 53: 7. to think how quietly hecuffered all i injuries 
'nd difficulties wich invincible patience,is i 
#$ to ſhame the beſt of Chriſtians, who are of ſach 
Þ ſhort Spirits. I have read of one Elezarius a Nable- 
man, that mm his Oo == = exceed- 
ing great ence in injuries; he thus all” 
FAS her, Yon know ſomet a. 
meet with 


” "xbo — Hucbavdry Spiritudlized; Or, *© 


Fuch time as my niind be-ſtill'and quiet.” To this 
"Purpoſe it was well noted by 'Bernard ſpeaking off 
Chriſt's Humiliation; Was Chriſt the Lord of glo-Þ 
ry thus humble and emptied of his foineſs of Glo- 
ry ? And ſhall ſacha worm as I {well ? (2.) The 
deſert of ſin; Zam. 3.39; V/hby 'doth the Irving may 
complain ? It-was a good ſaying of- bleſſed Green- 
bam: When' in lyes heavy, afflition 1yes light, 
And: it is a famons -inftance which: 
De, Taylo's Dr. Taylor gives us.of the Duke of 
Ore4r Exen- Conde. 1 have: read (ſaith he ) when 
P'©,P-103* the Duke of. Conde had voluntarily 
entred into the Incommodities of a Religious Pc 
verty and Retirement ; he was one day ſpyed and 
x by by a Lord of Ttaly, who out of teaderneſpF 
wiſht him tobe more careful and nutritive of his 
Perſon; the"good Duke anſwered, Sir, be not 
troubled, andthink not that I am-ill provided of 
Conveniences, for I ſend ah Harbinger before mg 
that makes ready LN OUP ALT care that. 
F be Royally entertained. The Lord asked him, 
who. was his-Harbinger? He anſwered, the know- F 
ledge of my felf, and the conſideration of what 1: 
deſerve for my ſins, which is Eternal Torments; 
and whewirh this knowledge I-arcive at my 
ndgingghowunbrovided: ſoever'l find it, mes 
ow £18 ever better/than I deſerve; and as the 
-- Tenſe of fin, - which merits Hell, ſweerens preſent 


0 x3 SBOoOmQTt act omM,omwman fs wo. 
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difficulties; fo, (to come home-to the preſent fi» | 
militude) do the expe&ations and hopes of ableſ-; 

-. fed Harveſt. and Reward in Heaven, This made YE 
; Abrabars- willing to wander. upand down many 
| years asa Stranger-in the World: ;, for-he 100) Dp Fe 


_— - 
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The heevenly uſe of earth c 
for a City-that hath Foundations, whoſe Builder 
Rnd \Maker is God, The hopes of ſuch a Haryeſt 
js encouragement enough to work hard, and wait 
long z yet ſome Chriſtians are ſo impatient of it , 
that they would fain be reaping before:the time ; 
Þut as God hath,by an unalterableLaw. of Nat 
appointed both the Seaſons of Seed-time-a 
Harveſt (which are therefore called the appointed 
Weeks of the Harveſt) Fer.$.24. and theſe.cannot 
be haſten'd ; but when we have done. all-that.we 
@n-0g our part, maſt wait till God ſend. the for-- 
mer-and the latter Rain, and given every-natural 
cauſe ts effec. So is it 1n reference to our Spiri-"- «. 
{tual Harveſt ; we are appointed to ſweat; mn.the'\ 
" uſc of all God's appointments, and when we have - 
fone all;muſt patiently wait till the DivineiNes + | 
/ grees be accompliſhed, and the time-of the-Pro- | 
' miſe be folly come;, # due time me ſhall reap, off 1, © 
'we faint not, To which patiegt expeQation,. agd * 
| quiet waiting for the Glory ts come, theſe follow- | 
ing Conſiderations are of excellent uſe. | 
'4 I, As:the Husbandman knows when” the Seed- 
time is paſt, it will not. be long to-the Harveſt; 
and the longer he waits, the nearer ſtill it is. So 
the Chriſtian knows, 7t 15 but: yet alittlewhile, and 
be-that ſball 6ome wiil come, and will nat gry, Heb. - 
10: 37. £nd that nuw bis ſalvation as Tearcr than 
when be firſt believed, Rom. 1 5; 11, What a ſmall 
Þoipt of time 15 our waiting time, compared with 
Etergity ? 'Yet, a few 'days more, and then comes 
whe long expected and welcome Harveſt. . | 
5-2, The Husbandman . can find other work to 
Bo,betore.the reaping time come;he need got fl 


£ 
3% 


— - 
"7 + 


—E 3a 7 7. 


<2 = 


—————... OO CI. wh 5 0, 700 oC» 2 Ip? © 


le, 


" 
. : 
«4 Ld 


T62 Hubandry Spiritualized; Or, 


idle, though he cannot yet reap. And cannot a 
Chriſtian find any work to do for God, till he 
come to Heaven ? O, there is much work to do, 
and ſuch work as is only proper to this Seaſon; 
You may now reprove fin,exhort to duty, ſucconr 
the diſtreſſed ; this is good work; and this is yoor | 
only time for ſuch work; the whole of Eternity 
will be taken up in other Imployments. 7 think it 
meet (faith Peter) as long as I am in this Taberna- 
cte,to ſtir up your minds, nt ſhortly, that I muſt 
off <this T abernacke., 2 Pet. 1. 13, 14. 9.4.1 
Fhavebut a little time to work among you, 
I am almoſt at Heaven ; and therefore am wil--' 
ling to husband this preſent moment as well as I F 
can for you. O Chriſtians ! you need not ſtand i- F 
© die, look round about you upon the multitude of | 
forlorn Sinners, ſpeak now to them for God, ſpeak | 
ow*to God for them; for ſhortly you ſhall fo 
k no'more, you ſhall fee them no more till 
you ſee thetn at Chriſt's Bar 3 God leaves you here 
for their ſakes, up and bedoing:: If you had done 
all you were to do for your ſelves and them, he 
would have you to Heaven inmediately,you ſhould 
; not wait a moment longer for your Glory. 

3. Hosbandmen know, though they cannot yet 
gather in the precious Fruits. of the Earth, yet all 
this while they are ripantng and preparing for the 
Harveſt {they would not houſe it green, or take 
it before irs'time. And is not this alio my prepara- 
tion time for Glory? As God prepared Heaven for 
his People, by an Eternal Decree, Mat. 25. 34. by 
an Aﬀeof Creation, Heb. 11. 10. bythe death of. 
Chriſt, which made = purchaſe of it, Heb.,10,1 9,20, 

- - an 
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' might the interpoſing time, even all 
{oor patience here, be ſweetned with fuch pre- 
 libations of the Glory to come! 
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the reaſon why weare kept here, is in order to our 


fitting for it, Heaven is ready, but weare not fal- 


ly ready ; the Barn is fit to receive the Corn, but 
the Corn is not fit to be gathered into it. But for 
this ſelf-ſame thing Ged 45 now working us, 2 Cor. 

« 5. he is every day at wark, by Ordigances,and 
[4 Providences, to perfe& his work if us ; and 
as ſoon as that is- finiſhed, we ſhall hear a voice 
like that, Rey./11, 12. Come up h 
diately we ſhall be in the Spirit , for how ardently 
ſoever welong for thatdefircable day,Chrift longs 


for it more we can do. 
4. The Husbandman is glad of the Firſt-fruits, 


{| that incourages him, though the greateſt part be 
q yet out; And have not ou Cecive-tahe Eirff-froits | 
of that Glory ? Have you no earneſts,P 


Firſt-fruits of it ? *Tis your own fanlt, it every 


day you'feed not upon ſigh bleſſed comforts of the 


Spirit, Rom. 8, 23. Kom, 5. 2. 1 Pet, 8,97 -O haw 
$ voy 


5. Husbandmen know *tis b 
it to reap.; one handful fully-ripe is. worth many 
Sheaves of green Corn.. And you know, Heavens _ 
will be ſweeteſt to you,when you n1 forit's: 
the Child would pluck the Apple while ifs green,” - 


I but he might gather it eaſier, and taſte it ſweeter, 
'by tarrying longer for it. We wouldfaio/'be glori- 
hed per /alturn. When we have got a taſte of Hea- 
Fen, we are all in haſte to be gone. Theny 
thad'Wings as a Dove! 1 wauld fy away and be 

at 


that 


Fznd by his Aſcenſion into it, Zobu 14. 2,3. $0 


bither, and imme- 


reap, when 'tis .* 


164  Hatbaniry Spivitwalized, Or 
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-at reſt. Then we cry tos God for. our ſelves, as bh 
Moſes for tis Siſter XMiriamgHdeaFber [ow] 0 on , 
I beſeechthee;* Namb.r2. 13. Glorifie me now, Of; 
 *Lard, Uprity thee 1 But ſarely,-'as God hath con. Þ ,; 
rived thy Glory in the beſt of ways, ſo he hath | 1, 
-appoiated” for thee the *fitteſt of Seaſons ; and Þ 1, 
-whenever thou art gathered anto Glory, thou F q 


 Hhalt come as a ſhock of Corn in its Seaſon. t 
REFLECTION |} 


| , t 
$1.3. © 'f haye' waited" for thy - Salvation , 
ho Lhng- - O GodT Having received: thy Firſt» - 
- of froits, my Soul longs to fill its Bo«fj , 
, © ITE ſom © with. the full- ripe  Skeaves of Þ + 
Glory, As the Hart panteth for the water-brooks, ſo Þ , 
x tx" ur for #hee, O God! O, when ſhall IF 
come and appear before-God-? I deſire to be diſ-F 
Jolved; and to-be-withChriſt. When ſhall I ſee x 
£Ahatmoſt lovely Face? When ſhall I hear his Soul- F x 
rtiftg voice ? Some need- patience to dye, I Þ 
need-4t..as much to live! Thy ſights, O God, by ; 
Faith,have.made this World a burden, this Body | - 
a burthen, and thisSoul to cry like thirſty David, P 
| Athat-oge would'give/meof the Waters of Beth-| 
rem to drink ! The Husbandman 41ongs for his $ 
Harveſt eit-is the reward of all his toyl and F 
- --Jabour 7but what is hisHarveſt to mine ? What is Þ | 
- alittle Corn tothe enjoyment of God ? What-is 
theyoy of Harveſt, to the joy of Heaven? What are } 
the ſhoutings of Men jn-the Fields, tothe. acclama- F 
tions of glorificd Spirits in'the Kingdom of God? Þ 
Lord}, Lhave gane forthbearing more precious F - 
Seed than:they? When ſhall 1: retura rejoycing * 2 
ing- 
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inging my Sheaves with me-?--Their Haryeſt 
comes. when they. receive their Corn,mine comes. 
when 1 leave it. O puch deſired Harveſt LO day of 

ow 


the gladneſs of my Heart! How long Lord ! 


long\Herel wait as the poor Man at Bethſaida's Pogl, 
looking when my turn will come, but every one 

ſteps into Heaven before me;yetLord,l am content 

to wait till-my time be fully come.I would be con-: 
tent to ſtay for my glorification, till 1 have finiſht 


the work of my Generation; and. when I have 


thou have any work on Earth to uſe me in, 


* ment, and bleſſed are all they that wait for 
" 2, But how doth my ſlothftul Soul 


\ he be content to wait alway$O wy ſenſual 


the Saints by their earneſt looking for the 


3.12. What 1s the matter. that my Heart 


Is this Life of Hope as contentful to thee, as the 
" Life of Viſion will be ? Why doſt thou noggroan ..* 
| within thy ſelf_that this Mortality .might Be fwale 
| lowed up of Life ? Doth not the Scripture deſcri 


done” 


the will of God, then to receive'the Promiſe. If 


I am 


| content to abide : Behold, the Husbandman wait- 


$eth, and fo will I; for.thou art a God of Judgs: 


thee. 


| fink down into the fleſh, and ſertle it. os Sos 


{elf in the Love of this Animal Life ? Refic&ion, © 
$ How doth it lmg, and wrap up'tt ſelf gy 
T in the Garment of this Mortality, not dvliring yo 
| be removed hence, to the more perfeft andbleſſed 
4)-ſtate ? The Husbandman indeed is content: to ſtay 
j till the appointed Weeks of the Beryef pgs, youl 
q Ar 


"* of 


our Lord Jeſus vnto Eternal Life ?. Jude 21.-By 
| their baſtenmmg unto the coming of the day of God,z Pet. 


- back ? Doth guilt lye upon my Conſcience ? Or 


have 


; % 


4 


166 "FHurbandby Sirienalizet;\ Or, 
have 1 gotten into. a pleaſant condition in the: ; 
World, which makes me ſay as Peter on the Mqunt: 


1Ps 200d to be befe' ? -Ofr want I the aſſurance of a 4 


- , better ſtare? Muſt God make all my Earthly Com- 


forts die, before 1 ſhall be willing to'die? Awake J 
Faith, awake- my Love ; beat up the drow'7zy de-' 
ſires of my Soul, that I may ſay, make haſte my || * 
Beloved, and come away, 

x TO pruden Taken ens 

of t Husbandmar expetFs 

b The fruit of what be ſows 

Tilbevery cauſe baye its effets ; 

And then be reaps and moms. 
' He works in hope the year throughout, 
And counts no bot 3 


| ; rf when the Seaſon comes about, 


* 


His Harveſt quit bu coſt. 


His tare examble ju 
KRebuke, i hams : 


"Soul which ſows its Seed one d 
"5 looks to reap the ſame. 4 


+ - | Is curſed Nature now become 


80 kind a Soyl to Grace, 


* That to perfedFion it Jhould come 


: Like 24 oorns in a Night, 
| Let 

_ mng-light. 
' Is Corn ſo dear to Husbandmen ? 


Anech more is Heaven to me, | 
TEE I bave patience thence 7 
'0 wait as well as be. 


To 


"The brevenl wfe of earth chings ww 


{» Promiſes appointed years, 

'- \By God's Decrees are ſet ;,' 
'heſe once expir'd beyond its fears 

, } 249 Soul ſhall quickly get. 

, | "ww ſmall a part of haſty time 

8 Which quickly will expire, 

, | Vth me within this World confine, 
And then comes my defare. 

"me, Lord, how Jong Soul bath gaſp d, 
Faith my Aﬀethions warms 1 

') when ſhall my poor Soul be claſp 
In its Redeemers Arms, 


'neTs5 bere Pll 
FT thumy Gel bed 


| Ala Dd a 


CHAP. XV. 
Upon the Harveſt Seaſon. 


Corn fully ripe, is reap'd, and gather'd4 mm, 
Sy muſt your Selves, when ripe in Grace or Sin. 


- OBSERVATION, - 
Hen the Fields are White to Harveſt; then 
Husbandmen walk through the 


-4rs ; and finding the grain full and foli pre- 
-atly prepare their Scythes and Sickles, ſend for 
tir Harveſt-men, who quickly Reap and Mow 
ttem-down ; and rater theſe folow the Binders, 
*o Kitch it up ; from the Field —_ 
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carried to-the Barn, where it is thraſhed out ; the 
good Grain githered into-an heaps the Chaſf ſepa 
rated and burnt,or thrown to the Dunnghil. Holi 
bare and naked the Fields look after Harvelk 
which before were pleaſant to behold » When ti ; 
Harveſt-men enter into the Field, -it is (to 8 

to that, Joel 2. 3. ) before them, like, the Gard 

of Eden; and behind them. a deſolate Wildeznbl 
and in ſomeplaces g's uſval to ſet.aFire to the, 
Stubble, when the Corn is houſe 3 wich 2 
furiouſly, and covers it all with Aſhes, 25a 


APPLICA TION, A 
He Application of this, I ind made ton 4* 
hands. by Chriſt himſelf jn Mat. L3+:33, 3% 
The-fieid ss the world, the good ſeed are the cbaldr | 
the kingdom , the tares are the children of hg wick n 
one, the encmy that - ſowed them is the Dewi, "4 
harveſt is tie end of the world, the Keapers are t 
Angels, 
he Field is the World there, both the god] 
and nngodly live and grow "together; till rhey | 15 
both ripe,and then they ſhall both be reaped dow 
by deaghzDeath is the Sickle that reaps down. botl 
I vil open this Allegory in the following Parth 
culars. 


i. Ina carching; Udrveſt, when the "1 


man. ſees the Clouds begin to gather and gr ; 

black, he hurries in his Corn with all poſſi 

haſte, and houſes day and night, ori 
..So doth God the great Husbandinan, he burrie. | fi 

the Saints into their Graves,when Jud ments are | 5a 

coming, upon the Warld, Ita. $7: 1. The righteow'F* 


jeriſt; 


T7 The heavenly uſe of earthly thimgs. 169. 
b and no man layeth.it to heart, and mereifut 
gk taken. away ; none con/idering that the righ-- 
frous is taken away from the evil to: come. Methuſelah 

) bo: the your before the Flood, Auguſtine alittle 
ng; of Hippo, Pareus juſt before the 

P 'E. of Helge Luther a little before the 
Wars brake out 10 Germany ; but what ſpake 1 of 
ale Saigts? Sometimes the Lord reat 
mbers together, before ſame ſweeping Judgment 
cames.. How many bright and glorious Stars did, 
i Nlmoſt together, within the compaſs of a few 
years, to the aſtoniſhment of many wiſeand ten- 

er hearts in England. I find ſome of them thus | 

Taoked in a Funeral Elegy. 


4 L arty Twille went firſt, ( it was bis vight ) 
boly Palmer, Burroughs, Love, Gouge, White, 


Wl, Whitaker, grave Gataker; and Strong, 
SRrne, Marſhal, Robinſon, all_goxe a vs: 4 
Shave not nam "4 them half, therr only ſtr 


þ been (of late ) who Pond hart wa Life 


4 7% te few who yet ſurvive, ſuk of this Ape, 
{4 7 to have done their parts and leave the ſtage. 

| The Lord ſees it better for them to be yader- 

g pund than Above-gr ound, and therefore by 2 
ul Providence fets them our of harms way, 

" Neither the Corn, or Tares, can pollibly re» | 

| the ſharpand keen Sickle, when it's a lyed { 

| by the Reapers Hand ; neither RN Y: 
|| alan reſiſt the ſtroke of Death when rg 

4 fits ur, Eccleſ; 8. 8. No man can keep alive bis own 

| Saud 51 the day of death, and there is no diſchar wart” fan in 


\Fthat par. : "The frail Body of Man is as 
x | K with- 


170 Husbandry Spiritualized'; Or, 
withſtand that ſtroke, as the weak Reeds, | 
feeble Stalks of the Corn are to reſiſt the 'ke 14 

 Seythe and ſharp Sickle, 4 I: 

> _ 3. The Reapers receive the Wheat whichth 

"mu br —_ and 010m Hen 
at on by way of imprecation upoh't. 
|. wicked, P/al. 129. 7. Teh them be at the praſrup 

.*. "the bouſe-top, which withers before it grows up, wher 

2f ada mot his hand, nor be that binde 

b..* ſheaves; bts boſom. Such withered: Graff are t| 

" wicked, who are never taken into the 'Reape 

Boſom 3 -but as ſoon: as Saints are cut down | 
death,they fall into the Hands and Boſoms of t! 
- Angels of God, who bear them in their Arms a. 
Boſoms to God . their Father, Luke 16,227 F( 
look, as theſe bleſſed Spirits did exceedingly 
joyce at. their Converſion, Zuke 1 5.10. and thoug 
4t no diſhegour to miniſter -to them whilſt th 

ſtood in the Field, Heb. 1. 14. So when they 4: 

cut .dowa. by death, they will rejoyce to. be the! 

Convoy to-Heaven.. oo + a ts, 

4: When the Corn. and Weeds are reap'd i 
mowed down, they ſhall never grow any more 
theſe, "neither ſhall we ever returntolive ;” 
An Life any more after death, Job 7, 9,10. 
the cloud is conſumed aud Yaniſheth away ;, ſo be th- 
A foal ron fo the grave, ſhall come up no more, / 


ol reruaey mo mare to bis-bouſe, ncitber ſhall bis pl4 
ow him ay more. 4, 1-68 
'Laftly, (zo come home to the particular ſubje* 
of this Chapter) the Reapers are never ſent roo. | _ 
down the Harveſ,, till it he fully ripe; neith' Þ| ®l 
will God reap down Saiats or Sinners,cill they t 
com 
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|| cometoa maturity of Grace or Wickednefs. Saints 
. CF. are not reap'd down till their Grace be ripe, Fob 
'Þ. 5:26. Thouſhakt come to thy grave in a Full age, as 
® a Fhock of , Corn cometh in its ſeaſon. * Not that 
Cevery godly Man dies-in fuch a fall old Age 
< faith Mr. Caryl an the place ) but yet in one 
© ſenſe it is ag univerſal truth, and ever fulfilled ; 
© for whenſoever they die, they die in a good Age 
6 yea, though they die in the ſpring and flower 
| their youth, they die in a good old Ape, (5. e.) 
t they are ripe for death whenever they dye: 
' * When-ever a godly Man dies. it's Harveſt time 
* with him,thopgh in a natural Capacity he be cut 
* down while he is green,and cropt in the bud or 
* bloſſom; yet in his ſpiritua]-Capacity, he ngver 
C dies before he be ripe. God ripens Wis iy 
\*when he intends to take them vur"of the 
*Worlkd' ſpeedily 3 he can let out ſuch warm Rays 
'* and Beams of his Spirit upon them, a$ ſhall fon 
© maturate the Seeds of Grace into a prepared- 
nels for Glory. t 
>The wicked alfo have their riperifig timefor 
Hell and Judgment ; God doth with much long- 
'{iffering endure the Veſſels of Wrath prepared 
for Deſtruction. Of their ripeneſs for Judgment 
the Scriptare often ſpeaks, Gen. 1 5. 16. The ſin of 
the Amorirtes is #ot yet full: And of Babylon it's 
ſaid, Jer. 51.13. O thou that dwellefs upon many 
waters, thine end is come, and the meaſure of thy 
| | cevetonſneſs. 
\_ Tis worth remarking, that the meaſure of the 
vin, and theend of the Sinner come together. So 
Joel 3. 13. Put ye 71 the (tle, for ibe harveſt of the 
2 earth 


192 " Hubandry > mituaizd; Or, 
earth is ripe, for the preſs « (0, acer Rao, 
fur their wickedneſs is great. 

not cut-down ill chey be ripe and Ay: Taderd, 


they are neyer ripe for dea Wer ready for the 
Grave, that is, fit to de” He wlwuys 


ripe for wrath, and ready for Hell before they | 


die. Now as Husbandman' judge of the ripeneſs of 
their Harveſt, by the colour -þ hardneſs of the 
Grain; ſo may we judge of the ripeneſs op 0+ of 
Saints and Sinners, for Heaven or Rell, by 
following'Signs. 


T7. hree "Signs of the Maturity of Grace. 


FHen the Corn is near ripe, it bowes the 
- -head, and ſtoops lower than when i | 
ons oem, _ thePeople ofGod are near ripe | 


wi 


uy mar in — ays of their firſt Profeſſion. The | 
a Saint ows inthis World,the better he is 
acquaint with his own Heart, and his Obli- 
both-which are very humbling 


caſt into the Sea, the-more it fills, the deeper it 
ſiaks. "Thoſe thai went to Study at Athens (ſaith 
PlutarchY ar firſt coming, ſeemed to themſelves to 
dewiſe Men; afterwards,only Lovers of Wiſdom 
and after that, only. Rhetoricians, ſuch as Could 
ſpeak of Wiſdom, but knew little of it,and oY 
. al 


Som _ 


row more humble and felf-deny- | 


. Paul had one foot in Heaven, when he || 

alted himſelf the A of Sinners, and Jeaſt of \}. 

wy, Tan. 1.15. 3.8. A Chriſtian in the 

| prog of bieKole geand Grace,is like a Vek- || 
l 


| 
{ 
4 
4 
w 
is 
.# 
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all, Ideots in their own A fions ; ſtill with 
the _ of Learging, laying afide their Pride 

rr 


. _ 2, When Harveſt is nigh, the Grain is more 
ſolid and. by ever it was before ; green: 


Corn is 
| old ES W Lo So it is with Chriſtians; the 
 Aﬀe& a young Chriſtian perhaps are more 
(Krocrows nad. ht y,. but thoſe of a grown 
- Chriſtian are more judicious and ſolid 3 their Love 
' to Chriſt abounds more and morein afl Judgment, 
Phil. 1. 9. The Limbs of a Child are more ative 
le, bot av he grows up to a perfect ſtate, 
the parts are more conſolidated and -firmly knic. 
Fc of an old Muſicign are not fo nimble, 
33 a more judicious Ear in Muſick, than 
his Youth. 
.3. When. Corn is dead ripe, it's-apt to fall of 
: its own accord to the ground, and. there ſhed ; 
\-whereby i it doth as it were anticipate-the Harveſt- 
man, and. calls upon him to put in theSickle. Not 
£ | oulike to which are the lookings agd longings, 
[Ye gros rome nings and haſtenings of ready Chriſtians 
þ Hed Glory ; they to the 
Saine of 4 the Lord, or as Montanus more fitly 
renders it, They haſten the coming of the.Lord ; 
6 e.)they are urgeat and inſtant ia their deſires, 
cries to haſten his coming ; their deſires ſally 
forthto meet the Lord, they willingly take Death 
by the Hand; as the Corn bends to the Earth,ſo 
| do theſe Souls to Heayen. This ſbews apr Haz-- + 
| veſt to be near. 


"IP "ru 


1 


R 3 Six 


ſpungy,bur ripe Corn is ſubſtan- - | 
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Six *Sipns of the Maturity of Sim. 


Hen Sinners are even-dead ripe for Hel), 

theſe Signs appear. upon. them, or by 

theſe at leaſt, you 'may_ conclude. thoſe Souls not 

to be far from--wrath,'upon whom they,apper, 

1. When Canfſcicgce is waſted and grown pal 

feeling, having nd remorſefor ſin ; when it ceaſes 

to check, reprove and ſmite;for ſin any more, the 

dayof that Sinner ts at hand; his Harveſt is even 

come. The greateſt violation of Conſcience is the 
greateſt of fins; this was thieCaſe of the for 

Gentiles, among, whom Satan had ſneh a plentituty? 
Harveſt ; the patience of God ſuffered- them -toJ 

. grow: till ' their* Confciences- were grown ſenned. 

and paſt feelin £pb. 4.19, When a Members }* 
ſo mortified, that it you lance and cut it never ſo Þ 

much, no-freſh Blood, 'or quick-Eleſh appears, nor 3 

doththe Man feel any pain in all this, then 'tis| © 

- riine to cut is off. SEITERSIINTT 

2. When men give themſelves over to- the. 4 

1 

: 

] 

4 

} 


CT ——— 


Sa MM nw .__-< 


fatisfatiogn- of their Luſts, ro commit /fin with} 
greedineſs, then are they grown to a maturitydt | | 
Sin; when” Men have flipt the Reins of Conſei- | ' 
ence, and ruſh headlong into all Impicty, then the 
- -Jaſt Sands of God's patience are running dowh. | 
- Thus Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities about | 
them, in like manner gave- themſelves over to{ +, 
wickedneſs and ſtrange fins 3 and then, Juſtice, 
quickly-truſt them up for an example, ſuffering] 
the vengeance of Eternal Fire. | I 


3. That] 


, 
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3. That Man is even ripe for Hell, that is-be- 
tome a Contriver of {in, a Deſigner, a Student in 
- wickedneſs ; one would think it ſtrange, thas any 
17. | Man ſhould ſet his Invention oa work, upon ſuch 
? | a SnbjeR, as ſin is5 that any ſhovld ſtudy to be- 

| come a dexterous Artiſt this way, and yet the 
Scriptore frequently ſpeaks of (ach, whoſe bellies pre- 
Fi have deceit, Job 15. 35. who travel in pain to briup 
forth, this deformed Birth, wer. 20. who-wink wit! 
their eyes, whilſt plodding wickednefs, as Mea. uſe 


I of any knotty Problem, Prov. 6 1 3. Theſe have 
#5 moch of Hell already ia thera;-that they are 
T.more than half in Hell already: +, - 
"1. 4. He that of 'n forward: Profeſſor, is; turn'd a 
-1 | ditter Perſecutor, is alſo within a few ronnds of 
 {ithe top of theLadder ; the content of their light, 
heLord hath already puniſhed upon them;in their 
*obduracy and madnefs againit-the light,-- Reader, 
:#thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt gone be- 
-yond all hope of recovery. Towards other Sinhers, 
* aa vſvally exerciſes more patience, bot with ſuch 
"ke makes ſhort work, When Judas turns Traytor 
- 20 his Lord, he is quickly fent to his _ — 
Soch as are again intangled and overcome of thoſe 
Luſfts they once ſeemed to have clean eſcaped, theſe 
bring upon themſelves ſwift Damnation, and their 
*Jdgment lingers not, 2 Pet. 2. 3, 30. 
- _ x. He that can endure fv roproof or cofitrovl in - 
| the way of his ſin, but derides all counſel, and like 
..a ſtrong current rages at,and ſweeps away alt ob- 
ſtacles in his way, will quickly fall into the dead 
Lake, Prov. 29. 1, He that being often reproved bar- 
K.4. dencth- 


_ 
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5 


— 


nat. 


todo when they are mott intent apon- the Study © | 


ke bares long, to be ſure theſe are none of them, (4, 
\ You ſee now what are the ſigns of a full ripeÞh, 
Sinner ; and when4t comes to this, either withyJi 


Nation, or with a fingle Perſon, then ruin i 


r, Joel 3. 13. Gen. 15.16. It is in the oy , 


"nea 
wpof the meaſure of ſin, as in the filling ofa Ve 


caſt into the Sea, which rowls from fide to fide, _ 
Aaking in the Water by little and little, till it be 
4oll, and then down it finks'to the bottom.” Mean [* 


white, admirable'is Divine Patience, which bears Þ 


with theſe Veſſels of Wrath, whilſt fitting far 
Deſtruction. | , 


REFLECTIONS. 


. 1, Chear thy ſelf, O my. Soul! 


- : TheRefledti- with theHeart-ſtrengthening Bread 
Shes” ofthis Divine Meditation. Let Faith 
-—- - tornevrerydropofthis Truthintoa 
' . Souk-reviving Cordial. God hath ſown the preci- 
aus Seed of Grace upon my Soul; and though my 


Heart |. 


220052 = 


— at * 


= 


= Q 


" The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 19> © 
Heart hath been an-unkind Soyl which hath ke 

it back, and much hindered its growth; yer bleſſed 
be the Lord.jt ſtill grows on,though by flow de- 
war ; and Iirom the ſpringing of the Seed, and: 
ſhootings forth of thoſe gracious habits;I may con- 
clude-an approaching Harveſt : Now is my Saly=- 
tion nearer than when | believed ; every day I 
come nearer to my Salvation, Rom. 13.41. O 
that every day I were more ative for the God of 
my Salvation ! Grow v0 my Soul, and add to thy 
FaithVertue,to thy Vertue rang <p $a 
pn from Faith: to Faith ; keep thy {elf under the 
gpening influences of heavenly Ordinances; the 
%Iaiter thou growelt in Gracezthe ſooner thou ſhalr 
0, | e reaped down in Mercy, and'bound-upin the 
Sundle of Life, 1 Sam. 25: 29. Thavenotyet at- 

Fi Rined the meaſure and proportion of grace afſign-- 
4) to me,neitheramlalready petfeQbutam reach-- 
«7 ing forth to the things before me,and prefſing to-- 
© $.wards the mark for the prize of my heavenly Cal- 
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X E- ng. Phi.3.12,13: O Mercy to be admired ?!' that: 
1iwho lately -had' one Foot. in Hell, ſtand .now- 
$f with one Foot in Heaven ? 


C2. But the on is 'far different. hes 
with me, whilſt others are ripening If &y mo 
Chriſtian, 


apace for Heaven, I'am whithering ;. 

many a Soul prone up by Convitti- 7 
00,and ſown by SanRtification long after me, hath 
quite over-topt and out-grow me; my ſweer ant: 
early Bloſſoms are nipt and blown off, my'bright- 
1 | Morning overcaſt and clonded ; had I'kept. on ac-- 
- | cording to the rate of my firſt'growth;I had ether: 
/ | now been in'Eeaven,or at leaft in theSuburbs oft” 
* oP ES ON 
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on Earth; but myGraces whither and languiſh,my 
Heart, contrafts and cools to, heavenly things; | 
the Sun.and Rain of OrGinances and Providence 
improve. not - my Graces , how fad therefore is 
the ſtate of my Soul ? | | 
3. Thy-caſe, O declining Saint, is 
The Refle8i. Tad! but not like mine; thine is but a 
rn of a ber | comporary remiflion of the AQts of 
ning 97% Grace, which is recoverable; but | 
am judicially hardening, and treaſuring up to my fe 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, Rom. 2.5. Tim 
was, when I had ſome tender ſenſe of fin, when} 
canld monrn and grieve for it, now I have none at 
al. My Heart is grown ſtupid and ſottiſh. Time 
was when 1 had lome conſcientious care of Duty, 
and my Heart 'would ſmite me for the negleQ j 
it ; but now none at all, Wretched Soul / what 
wilt thou 40? Thou are gone far indeed, a fewy* 
ſteps farther. will put thee beyond hope ; hithertof: 
FItand in the Field,the long; ſuffering God doth}! 
ret ſpare me; yea, ſpare me, wliile he hath cat 
down many of my Companions in fin round about} 
m2. What doth this admirable patience, thi | - 
loag- ſuffering drawn out to a wonder, ſpeak con- 
rerning me ? Doth it not. tell me, that the Lord} 
- is notwilling 1 ſhould periſh, but rather come toj: 
Repentanee * 2. Pet. 3.9. And what Argument 
xs HK His pity and. patience, to lead a Soul tof 
Repentance # Rom.-2.4,, Oh that 1 may not fruſ-F * 
trate at laſt, the end ofa long-ſuffering God F_ -; 
teſt he proportion the degrees of his wrath, ac : 
cording tothe leagth of his patience. $ 
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| THE POEM... 
i W%; felds gre white to Harveſt, du Fr 
With Seythes and Sickles to reap down and 
£0 the dan ears fiat to the ground, (mow. 
| Which Thoſe that follow havmg Nitths and bound, 
1s] It's carted bome unto the Barn, aud ſo 
ta | The flelds are rid where lately Corn did grow, 
of | This world's the field, and they that dwell therein ; 
The Corn and T ares, which long bave ripening been,” 
: Angels the Reapers, and the Judgment Day 
my The times of Harveſt, when like Ing and Hay, . 
uf The fading Flower of earthly y 
ay; Be mowed down, and levels ao the duſt. 
neg! The Barns are Heaven and Hell; the time draws-nigh-/ 
v. 4 When through the darkned Clouds, and troubled Sky - 
0$1-The Lord (hall break, a dreadful Trumpet ſhalt - 
a] Sound to the dead, the Eg + om Heaven fall. 
Wi The rowling Spheres with horrid flames ſhalbburn, 


r ; _ then the vo 01 era gs wie Tie mourn. 
' The Judgment ſet, before Chriſt's aw 08. 
1 Wy ry op; and every one © 

ty "Receive bis doom © which done, the juſt ſhall be. 

6 | - Bound 1m Lifes bundle . even as 


The full ripe ears of Wheat bound 8p, and bers - 
| In Sheaves with joy unth the Owners Bara.” 
©, This done, the —- ed fnoret ag 


The Tares together, as hy hat hmbh. 
: 2» cvag es nd 


To burn to in one miſery 
; Are » with. Drunkards Caars Palos 


To Hell together in one Regiment. i 


A eas 1 © ww © Fe © 


 Adukterers and Swearers- there [h 
. In Flames among their old 


- 


-p « Ky Fg © 
SDA lizen Jr, 


2 dreadful bowling 1 ! O the hideous moans 
Of fetter'd Sinners | © the tears ' the groans ! 
The doleful lamentation as they go, oo 
Chair faſt togetber to their place of woe, = 
The'world cho clear'd, as fields <2 barveſt's in, 
Shall beno more aſtage for aGin 
With purifying as at i be arrs 
Trs ſtately Fabrteks into Aſhes turn'd 
Ceaſe then my Soul. to dote on, or admire 
This fpendid world, which is reſers/d for fire. 
Decline the company of Sinners bere, 

s thou-wouldſt not be papel d with them ore, 


—— 
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CHAP. XVE 


Upon the Care of Husbandmen to provide! | 


for Winter. 


Winter ſtore in Summer you provide ;, 
brifian. Trudg this _ be apphy'd. 


OBSERVATION. 


\ OodHusbands are-carefil in Summer to 
JF vide-for Rieger thea they gather in their 


My 


tel that gathers in Summer 
+ that ſleeps in barveſt is. a Son 
that cay Frov:'3 0,5, A well-choſen: Sca- 
faqs -greateſt advantage of- any to. Aftion, 
- Which as it. is ſeldom fougd in haſte, f@ ic is often 

- 4oſt by, delay; "Tis good Proverb which the ab 


a wiſe Son; but 


J lever hore. Fewelfor themſelves,and | 


al Dutch have among them ; Bonys Servatius, facit 
bonum Bonifacium, a good Saver,will make a good 
BenefaQtor, And *tis a good Proverbof our own ; 
he that_neglects the occaſion, the occaſion will 
L i him. Husbandmen 'know that Summer 
will not laſt all the year, neither will they truſt 
to the hopes of a mild and favourable Winter, 
but in ſeaſon provide for the worft. 


APPLICATION. 
Hat excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were 
we but as'provident and thoughtful for 
= #. our Souls? *Tis doubtleſs a fingular. point of 
| Chriſtian wiſdom, to foreſee a day of Spiritual 
4; Straits andNeceſlities,aad during the day of Grace 
_\$\ to make proviſion for it. This great Goſpel-truth 
6337s excellently ſhadowed forth ih this natural Oh- 
$: ſervation, which'T ſhall branch ont imto rheſe Se- 
F: ven Particulars. —- 

4 2. Housbandmen know theretsacchange and vi- 
'ciſfitude of Seaſons and Weather ; t it be 
pleaſant Summer Werther now, yet Winter will 
tread upon the heel of Summer: Frofts,Snows,,nd 
great falls of Rain muſt be expeCted. This alternat 
= | -couſe of Seaſons in nature is ſetled by a firm Law 
r | of the God of Nature, tothe end of the World; 
1 | Gen. 9. 22. YYhilft the earth remaineth, ſced-times 

R 

t 


"and barveſt, cold and beat, winter and ſummey, day 
and night, ſhall not ceaſe, | 

| And Chriſtians know,that there are ahanges in 

, | the Yr Hand of the moſt High, in reference to 

L | their COSE ies If there be a Spring+ time of 

4 the Goſpel.there will alſo be an. Autumn; Wa dd 


f 


of SEE it will ſet. in an 


. Husbanar Spirits nakeed ; Or, 


t of ty z for 
God et the one over againſt the other, af "I 
14. 19 Heayen t of everlaſting fore. 


re is 

aity, in Hell a night of Foc and endlefs horror 
darkneſs 3. on Ear and darknels take 
their turas, proſperity and adyerſity,even to Souls 
as well as Bodies, ſucceed each other. 1f there be 
a Goſpel-day, a day of Grace now current, it wil 
have its period an determination, Gen. 3.6, * 
2.Common prudence and e rience inables the 
Husbandman ia the midſt of Summer to; foreſeea 
Winter, and provide for it before he feel it ; yea 
natural Inſtin& teaches this to the very Birds of F\' 
the Air, and Beaſts of the Field. 1 
And Spiritual Wiſdom ſhould teachChriſtians to} | 
exerciſe their, foreſeeing Faculties, and not ſuffer] 
them to feel evil before they fear it. But O the'} 
ſtupifying nature of fin | Though the Stork in the. 7 
Heavens knows her appointed time, and the Tor- |. 
tle, Grane and Swallow the time of their coming, I* 

yet Man whom God hath made wiſer than theJ : 
j Fanls of the Air, in this a&s quite below them, | -: 


3. The end of God's ordaining a Summer Sea- 
ſon, and ſendingWarm and papa eater, isto 
ripen the Fruus of the Earth, and give the Huſ- 
- bandman fit opportugity to gather them in. ? 

And God's deliga in giving men a day of Grace, | - 
isto furniſh them with an opportunity for thee- | _ 
|  yerlaſting. happineſs and ſalvation of their Souls, 
[Kev 2, 21.1 gave ber a ſpace torepent. It is not a 
reprieval of the Soul, or only adelay of the} + 

Gaocution of threataced wrath, though there be by 


W + = \ % 7 q 
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: 

or | 

4, } mvch Mercy in that; ; buy the mathe aim of - 
&. | {patiencea bounty « of God, is op no for them a 
or | way to- efcape the ny to come, y leading them 
ke | ro repentance Rom: 2. 

ls 4. The Cincbandinks: doth not find all Harveſt- 
be | ſeaſons_alike favourable, ſometimes they have 


much fair weather, and meet with no hindrance in 
their buſineſs ; - other-rimes is a catching-harveſt, 
but now and then a fair day, and then they muſt 
be nimble, or all is loſt. 
Thiere is alſo great difference in Soul-ſeaſons, 
| Tothe have bad a long and a fair ſeaſon of Grace ; 
j hundred and twenty years didGod waitupon the 
.q1d World, in the Miniſtery of Noab.- Long did 
od wait on the gainſaying fraelites, Ia, 42. 14. 
iT bave along time beld my peace, I have been ſtill and 
} refrained my ſelf, Others have a ſhort and catch- 
| ing Seaſon, all Tyes upon a i Cay, upon a nick-of 
; 


time, Ads l 7. 30. 
$. 'A proper Seaſon negleQed and loſt,is irreco- 
+ yerable. Many things in Husbandry muſt be done 
In their ſeaſon, or cannot be done at-all for that 
- | year; if he plow not, and ſow not in the proper 
| time, he loſes the Harveſt of that year. 
- *Tts even ſo as to Spiritual Seaſons. Chriſt 
| Trfted, and Grace deſpiſed, in the ſeaſon when 
, | "God offers them, are irrecoverably loſt Prov.1.28. 
, | then( tbat is, when the ſeaſon is over ) they ſhall 
call me, but 1 will not hear. . O, there is a 
- great deal of time in a ſhort opportunity } that _ 
may be done, or prevented, in an hour y 
timed, which *cannot be done or preveated in a 


| Mans Life-time afterwards, There'was one ve- . 
ſolved. | 


" _ = _ v5 we ww — 
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'folved to kill Fulius C4ſar ſuch a day ; the night 
_ before, a Friend ſent him a Letter to acquaint him 
with it, but he beiag at Supper, and buſie in Dif. 
courſe, faid, To morrow is a new day, and -indeed 
it was, dies noviſjma, his laſt day to him ; whence | 
it became a Proverb in Greece, To morrow ts anen 
-day, 'Our Glafs runs in Heaven, and we cannot 
ſee how much or little of the Sand of God's pati- 
ence is yet to run down ; but this is certain, when 
that Glaſs is run, there is nothing to be.done far} F 
our Souls, Luke 1 9, 42. O that thou. badſt known, at} ® 
teafſt. -in- this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, but now they are bid from thine eyes, N 
'6. ThoſeHusbandmen that are-careful and-lal 
rions in > woman by the comfort and ben 
of it in Winter 3 he that then provides Fewel,J! 
ſhall ſit warm-in his Habitation, when others blow} 7 
their Fingers. He that provides Food for his Fa- |; 
mily.and Fodder for his Cattel in the Harveſt, ſhall: la 
eat he Fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his j 
labours, when others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and. | / 
traits. And he that providesfor Eternity, and | 7 
lays up for his Soul'a good Foundation againſt the 
time to come, ſhall- eat when others.are hungry 
and fing when others-howl, Xa.'65: 13. .A'day ot 
Death will come, and that will be-a day of ſtraits 
"to all negligent Souls; but-thea the diligent Chri- 
ſtian ſhall enjoy the peace and comfort: that ſhall 
"flow in vpon.his Heart,from his holy.care and fin- 
cerediligence in Daries 3 as. 2Cor, 1.'1.2., This is our | 
rejoycing the teſtimony: of our conſciencegthat in all /in- 
ty and godiy ſamplicity,we have hadour conver ſati- | 
onirths morid..Soe Hezckiab,'2 King 20.3. —__ 
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The heavenly uſe of earthi mes. 105 
ber now, 'O Lord, how -I have walked before thee in 
.Puth, and'with a perfe# beart.. A Day of Judg- 
ment will-come, -and then fooliſh Virgins, who 
negleRted the ſeaſon 00 ge gOy in their Lamps, 
| will be put to their ſhifts 3 then they come to the 
wiſe, and ſay, Give us of your Oyl, 24at. 25.8, 
9. but they have none to ſpare, and the ſeaſon of 
buying is then over. 
7. No m_ 6-115" STE _ ape pb fit op- 
portunity © ering in his Hay and Cor 
Z tha ger pov fair weather to be 
will not ſay, The weather is ſetted, and ].,need 
not trouble my ſelf,though my Corn and Hay be 
for the Houſe, yet 1 may get it in another time 
well as now. | | 
'> Andnowiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent ſeaſon 
for his Soul, upon the hopes of much more time 
yet to:come.; but will rather ay, Now is my time; 
Land lknow not what will be hereafter ;- hereafter 
+} may-wifh to ſee one of the days of the Son of 
Man, and not ſee it, Luke 17. 22. *Tis fad- to 
hear, how cunning ſome-men are to diſpute them 
{res out of Heaven, as if the Devil had hived them 
to plead againſt their own Souls ; ſometimes urg- - 
ing the example of thoſe that, were called-at the 
eltyenth hour, fat. 20.6.and ſometimes that of the 
niteat Thief : But, O /! to how little purpoſe is 
eformer pleaded ;. they that were called at the 
eleventh hour, were never called before, as theſe 
have been; no-man had hired , that is, calle&or 
4nvited; them - to Chriſt, and for the Thief, ({ as 
Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves ) it was a ſingular and 
extraordinary Example. I; was done when SUE 
F: g' 


© 
o 


Tho "Herhandry Shantenalized.; Or, 
hang'd on the Croſs, and was.to be Inaugurated; 
then Kings ; manifeſt ſuch. .Bounty, and pardon f , 
ſuch Crimes,” as axe; never pardoned afterwards, | 
Beſides, God was then in a way of working Mi- |. 
racles ; then he: rent the Rocks, open'd the{ 
Graves,  raifed the Dead, and converted this 
Thief; but God is nay out of that way. 


nt net. nin rnes good Hus | 
74, 1, I havei a go -& 
The Care- band for the World ;with what Care 
-- {5 . fermy uy, to provide 
Food tonouri and Cloaths todefend them} 
area GE en Be ? Mean while, | 
take care for my Soal. O my deſtitute Soul? ho | 
moch . have 4 lighted and underyalued thee ? If} 
have taken 'more care for an Horſe, or an Ox ,J} 
than for'thee; 2 well-ſtored Barn, but an I 
Soul. Will it got ſhortly: be with me,as with he 
eareleſs'\Morher, who, when ber Houſe was on 
-&re, baſily beſtir*'d her ſelf to ſave the Goods, 
bot forgot the Child 7Coboug it were ſaved by 
another: hand)-and then minding ber Child, ran 
; a F like one | _ Jy es 
Hands, and crying, O my Child, my Child ! I haye 
'- dived my Goods and loſt my Child. Snch will be 
the caſe 'of thee, my Soul, Mat. 16. 26. Beſides 
how eafic will my Conviaion be at the bar of 
Chriſt? Will not my Ptovidence and Care for 
thethings of this Life; teave me ſpeechleſs and 
Elf condemned in that-day ? What ſhall [ _—_— | 
G whe } 


t—_ a+ Go —— aoeLaS as woo noo ——»& > 3 


The haevenly uf 


when-the Lord ſhall Cap, Fhou conld'ſt foreſee a 
| Winter, and aſonghly-provide for arm 
hadſt fe anwob eare-of thy yery Beaſts,"t 
Þe their Nooddwics ;  And-why: tookeſt Tow no 
cate for thy Soul? ac ha ls RI ON RS the 
aring for? 


ibs rc 


s-þ What hen have L done, who hey 
[7 red many ſuch ſeaſons to Mn 
& ( & in mybang, vpog 2 = | 
at | ifeppofition fait * 30 Vnot-ag L-thep, Þ! 
:ord of time, neither am I ſure, that he who is, 
vill ever vouch ſafe ax hour of Grace i in old Age,to 
im that hath negleQed many fuch hours in n_ 
neither indeed: 18 it ordinary for God: i 
Tis ſtoried of Caius Adgriue Fiflorous, who 
out Three hundred: years after Chr and to his 
« d Age continued a Rayiws, but-at Jaſt con- 
vinced of the Chriſtian-verity, he- came 40 
fanus,and told him, He would bea Chriſtian ; 
neither he, yor the Cnurch could believe ir, > be- 
mg ſo rare an exaryple for any: to be converted 
at his Age : But at laſt; ſeeing it was real, there 
Was a ſhouting and lacaeſs, and ſinging of Pſalms 
In all Churches, the: People:cryingy Caiun Afarius 
'Viforius is become a Chriſtian. . This was' written 
'for a wonder, And what ground /have-I to-think, 
that God will work ſuch'wonders-for me, -who 
*have neglected his ordinary wm EIN ? 
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-Spiritadlized ; Or, | 
3. Bleſs" the Lord, O my Sl}: 


The little Auts and painful Bees, | 
By Natures Inſtind led ;, 
 bave their Summer Granaries, 


orvh ofe of rervidipabim 


, ature arg to e. 
Tor y prepar 


ſad will be my caſe?” 
ES 
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| Lo "is 
Souls, as TA 
[enir ang” done 
k once to ſee t cr 
Betwixt elders. 0s 
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Upon Reaping the fame we'Sow. -- |. 

VV ben with Tare Seeds yoa ſee vice YVheat to grow, [| 
Then from your Luſts may Joy ant} Comfort flow. 


OBSERV'A TION: 
Od gives to every Seed its own Body, 1 Cary! 
TY 15.38. At firſt he Created'every Free an? 
Herb of the Field,having itsSted'in its FeIf, for thei 
Conſervation of the pee and they all inviolablg 
obſerve the Law of theif®Ctextion, All Fruits ng 
turally riſe out of the Seeds afid Roots proper tt 
them, Men do not gather grapes of thornes, 15x Yigl 
of Thiſtles, Such pagtattions would be tn>nſtrow'y : 
in Nature; and altho” the Joice or Sap of the Fart] 
be the common'marrer'ofall-kind of Frojts, yet 
is ſpecificated according to the different ſorts 
- Plants and Seeds -it n@iſhes. Where Wheat 1 
ſown, it*s turned intro Wheat; in"an Apple-rres,' þ 
it becomes af! *AppleJ and fo in every fort of J " 
Plants or Seeds, it's conooQed"inro Fruit proper 
to the kind, | | 


APPLICATION. | 
TRanſlate this into Spiritual, and the Propofi- $; 

K tion ſhadowed forth by it,is fullyſexpreſſedJ 

the Apoſtle, Gal. 6.7. Yhat a man fows, that 

ſhall be reap ; they that fow to the fleſh, ſhall of the 

- Feb mo ; end they that ſow to the ſpirit, 

| ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And as ſure} 

a | as| 


- 
- 
* 
4, 
_ 
- 


}4the Harveſt follows the Seed-time, ſ fare ſhall 
fruits and effe&ts reſult from the'Sceds of ſuch 


) He that ſoweth iniqus Sh van fa 
os. 8: as y har ww ro b oy ME... 
prin again 


mg overt ny eras or | Pfal.1 26. 
of all is this, That our preſeat actions 
ve the ſame refpeRt and relation to future Re- 
rds and Puniftiments,as the Seed'we fow in bur 
Ids, hath to the Mlarveſt we reap from it. Eve-/ 
| ious ation is the Seed of Joy, and- every 
ful ation the Seed of anguiſh a forrow,-to 
-Sul- chat ſowed it. Two things are ſenttbly 
4 | Feſented to vs in this Hmilitude. 

07 $7. That as the Seed ſown is preſently covered 
ig! 8 Form our fight urider the ods, ah for {ont tine 
ter we ſee-Tio'more of ir,and" yer at laſt ir np 

(in, by which it's evident to us , thatit is 

ly loſt : So our Prams aftions, Jrpos 2h 

ſy tranſient, and per 


Hut after a time ae again, in wo 
þ+ retribution. hacker ——q 


f this were'not ;/ all good a ly ig 
rod be to the oſs fm hee yer 
Wt the ſelf-denial, ſpendin ties, 'and arp 
offerings of the People © Jars Fowpt re 
a of though not in point of honeſty, yet'in 


aa gore bode wee wW 
the ations 


192 FTiubindy Spiritualized;, Of, 

" and. where then would Religion be fqund in 

-- World ? 'Tis an excellent - note n 
| pn myo de ton $7 0s wotkeL faith he 
: .* do not Away as 100n as ; 
pre bv. < are done, but as-Seed ſown, | 
« after. a time, riſe-up to all Etergity .; whatey 
we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought t 
done, is Etergal, and abides for ever. 

What Zeuxes, the RG dhe ſaid.of.h 
Work, may be trol ſaid of alt our Works ; 
ferniteti pingo, I Paint for Eternity. © /how cared 
ſhould Men be of what they ſpeak and do, wh 
they are commanded {o to ſpeak, and ſo to dp, 
thoſe that ſhall be judged by the perfect Law « 
libergy, Fam. 2.42. more tranſient than 
Ws 7 As. r ſuch words, Men ſha 
- give an account in-the day of Jud Mat. 1 
Lice rag appar the firſt thigg s Aapns, like 

— order $0-aretribatic 
eos hinge held forth in this imilituc 


Hſhracordeg tothe nature ofoyr actions now 
the Eg or hh of them then. ep p 

= GT CO r Ine Np $ 
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be fn there-is nothing more ceſ 
an,th het? has iroits ſhall be according 
to their nat nature and quality, 2Cor,s. 
Thea fius ſhall ; that a 08, Eove 11 


jauhets navigate het bara nt bow 
hs =O % $ Sianers 0 req 


haz  fawn.s 
dar, a ee erty ne Punill 


men 
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nent, - Tt. openly confeſſed by Adonibezck, 
wits. 1. 7. FT hayE done, ſo hath God requited 


i 1 SCH Biſtsry furniſhes us Jvich 
ape g&to thispurpoſaeencerning Va- 
1 the Emperor who was an nun 4 bitter 

rſecutor of the Ghriftians : This gan,when eigh- 

$ of the Qrthodox Chriſtians failed fronPConftay- 
b0;16%0" Nicomedia,” to feat with him 'aboux, the 
; YT ats of Arridyiſm/and toſertiethe matter: rey 

Uſpore;, the Emperor hearing ofthoir ar 
, ile they-w ere. yet in the Harbour RS not a on 

fe Hed, cauſe&the Ships. tobe fired wherein they 

ſo rinbTT Fall. Not lang after, 

Irs againſtt the G@bs,he was oGtown, 
Js ſelf in a'Jitwle Cortageaghe Enemy 
pi Y Fo durnt it and. hirff” x0 Thus 

UW retch reap'd;whar he Tp *Harning for- 

| to e very ſame inkind paid him 12 bo z It 

| ay $ ſo in this World, bot Git ſhall be in 
£Tablc ſhall then be 5 
* 


* Cum video Ma- 


he com Th altered ;*for . 1 ; 
Jatl not the jog all the World ppl: —_ 


dfghtcoully ? Rs - It - Solliczor 
$70 think, "chit God had caſt off © WL pr 
{> Fovernm: nr of theWorld, when} - 

the wicked proſper "un [their 


kedncfs. On'The ſan uad wany Rave 
EF X ut- edt World be 
| wife pot ew Iining out in its glo 
and wrath, toFvery ſoul. Pa man a 
{4 mi-4 Tut 2i#y, hohour and - pegre,, to eyery m 
wor keth £008, rom. 2, 9.10, Then "twill - 
T L 
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- 194 Hubandry Spiritaalized'; Or, . | [| 
pear. what Seed we ſowed; what. liges.we liv | 


For God ſhall bring tvery-mork- into judgment, 1 | 
. every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil, Ec: 


F261 467 \ * | 
; REFLECTIONS. - 
1. This Meditation may be tc 
ENS what the Handwriting -upon 
Keftion, * Wall, was. to that profane. Pri 
244, » Dan. 5.5, 6. and a like effec 
have vpon me ; for ifall the ations of 


Tho 
Life be Seal ſown for the next, Lord,what a C: 
what a dreadful Harveſt am1 like.to have? t 
many_Oaths and: Cufſes, aLies and;vain Wo 
have I ſown with my Tongue? How have,l wre 

.ed, oppreſſed, and ovaſreached -in my-Dealii p 
Ruſhed into all Profaneneſs, Drugkenneſs, |, 
cleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, &c. as the boyſei | x. 
eh into the battle ; and what ſhall I reap from Fa 
> Seed as this, but vengeance and fury ?._ Theſe | 
" Teemed Pleaſant in the Commiſſion, but O,, |; 
: bitter will they be in their accougs ? What /? w 
do when God rifeth up? and when. he viſateth, ' 
Jhall I anſwer him ? Job 31. 14. 1s It not re: (6 
able-and juſt, (O my Soul that thou ſhon 

cat the fruit of thine own planting, and reap \ 
thou haſt ſown ? 1 thoyght nothing but prof 
pleaſure would ſpring from my Laſts, but.n | 
Fee *cis a Root bearing Gall and Wortnwoad, ! 2 


a TD ER 
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29.18. 'Wretched Soul, what ſhall I do ? It! © 
a&ions be not,-then.am I undone. I-have bee! þ 3 
Avthor of mine owRuin, twiſtedan Halter |, - 
mine ownFingers, for the Execution of mjne ary 


Soul 1 O, let me rather taſte the bitterneſs of 


; 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 19 q 


by Repentance now, than enjoy its preſent plea- 

ſures; which betray the' Soul to endleſs wrath ? 
*-2, How havelI alſo been deceived 

in this matter? I verily thought that _ The Moral 

Glory and Immortality would have —_ $ Rehie- 

been the fruit and product ofmyMo- = 

ral Honeſty and Righteouſneſs, that joy and peace 
had been ſeminally contained in thoſe ations 3 but 
now I ſee ſuch Froit can ſpring from no other Root 


nt ſpecial Grace, Glory is diſcloſed from no 0- 


ther Bud but Holineſs. Alas! all my panting 
and ſowing was to little purpoſe, becauſe I ſowed 
rot the rizht kind of Seed; the beſt Froitl can ex- 
he& from this,is but 2 leſſer degree of Damnation. 
DeludeJ Soul, thy Seed 1s no better than what 
the 1-oral Heathens, fowed ;, and doIexpett better 
fruic than what they reaped ? Civility withont 
Chriſt, is but a freer Slavery ; and Satan holds me 
3 faſt in Captivity by this,as he doth the prophane 
by the pleature,of their Luſts ; either I muſt fow 
better Seed, oMook to reap bitter Fruit, 
3, Mean while, bleſs the Lord 
(O my Soul ) who inabled thee to + The Holy 
ſow betrer Seed! Who kept thee 2201s Refles 
. * he 
matching, hvmbling thy ſelf, and 
praying,vrhilſt others have been Swearing, Drink- 
Ing and Blaſpheming, This will yield, thee the 
ruit of Joy in the World to come ; yea, it alrea- 


ly Fields preſent peace to thy Conſcience. Theſe 
Revenues are better than Gold, iweeter than the 
Honey, and the Honey-comb ; not that fuch 
reits are meritoriouſly contained in theſe ations, 
ſow to my ſelf in Righteonſneſs, but I reap in 


L 2 Mercy, * 


x96  Hebindy Spirinullietd 5 Or, 
Mercy, Hoſ.-30. 12; This is:#he, way in-which g 
God will fave and glorifie-me;”; © then, lerme[# 
be ever wen Yome N. the work of the Lord, know-J' 4 
. ing that” my labour ſhall” nor” be; in vain in the: 
Lord, - + 1Þ x 1 
- The + T 0, 'E: ore r- 51.53 © fb 
VVould be a ſtr * 
. Cherries, of Pl 4 pe. gages dos. | | 
V/ boever gather'd from the Thiſtle, Figs ? 4 : 
.Or fruitful Grapes from off the worthleſs Twigs -\ſ 
Of pricking Thorns ? in nathire ſtill we find Fe 
All its produdFions anſwering to their kind. . XN [ 
'fs are the Plants we fet S Seeds me ſows. + | 


Such is the Fruit we e, and Corn we mow. '# | 


And canft thou' think that from. Corruptions root, 
"Thy Soul ſhall ptuck the ſweet and pleaſant Frut "Sg 
Of ſpiritual peace 2 who ever that was wiſe, «309, 
Abus'd bimſelf with fuch abſurdities ? © ©... 11 
Look what you ſow, the very ſame'\youll reap, 
The Fruit of what you plant be ſire phi "I eat, © 30! 
+ w are they baſfitd by a ſubtle Dro ? TPP 
That bopes for Heaven, wbilſt &- 4 ways are evil, 
Subb reafonings here their cre Souls beguile MLM 
At which in — 3x things themſelves would ſmile« 1 *þ 
Our preſent atFs though ſlightly paſſed by, 
Are ſo much Seed. foun for Etermty. | 

| The Seeds of Prayers, fecret Groans and Tears 2 

*- Will-ſhoot at laſt inte the full blonn cars 

4 Fi Peace and Foy. Bleſſed are they that fow 

_ VE: theſe Waters, yea; thrice bleſt that go 

ſuch precious * Sees d; though now they mou 


Vs Cy Fbeawes they Jury "hal return. of 
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The heamwly ufe-of-exrthiy thiwes. »gp -? 
h Needs muſt the full ripe Fruits in Heaven be $000," | 
| ben' a5 the Seed was glory.in the bus - 
v-j Bit O, the bitter, baneful-Friits of 
be all the-ple e Sinners bave t 
Like faded Bloſſoms to the ground ſhall 51 
I ben they. will taſte the Wormwood and the Gall, 
| | What God and Conſcience now of ſin report, . 
dou /ight, and with their dreadful threatnings ſport. . 
t he'll conwince you then your ways were nauyht, 
Ar-Gideon the men of Succoth taupbt, 
Bf Sermons cannot, Fire and Brimſtgne muſt” 
Tech men how good it 1s to pamper Luſt. © 
SI #7 ben Conſcience takes thee by the Throat, and cries, . 
SI Now YPretch, now' Sinner, thou that df deſpiſe 
; v5 warnings 5 learn, and ever learning be | 
i That Leſſon, which thou #c're #$0u1d/t learn of me. 
t frouteſt Sinner _then W#uld bow] and roar, 
18 fn 1 7 never ſam; Ay [eee before.” 
FÞ this the fruit of an 7 is this the flace- 
WHEY bere 1-mmuſt lye ? is this indeed the baſe 
b i my poor Soul.! 1nuſt I be bound in Chains 
4 Picb theſe Companions? Oh, is this the pains- - 
Liget by /an ? _ VVretch, 1 that wat never 
1! Noh befores am 108 undone EVP ever”: oi 
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© Upon the Joy of Harvelt- men.” | a 

2.0 

Great is theeJoy of - oſt-men, yet. lefs *[f 

: Than theirs, whom God doth with His favour bi:fuÞ fo 
| © OBSERVATION. "P5 


Mong all Earthly Joys, theſe faur.ſarts arg 
*noced 4g, Scriptvre, as the, moſt excellen 

2nd remarkable... ( 1. )+Nuptial Joys; the day of Bi 
Elponſals i is the-day of the gladneſsof a _y n 
Heart, Cant, 3. 4. (2) The: Jay. of Chilareg | 
4 Though now.it ſeem but Feon Mercy ta. pas | 
-_ burden to ſome,yer the people.of God-we 
F”. wont to.elbeeny, it a, chaſte Adercy,. and rejoyes 
greatly init; Jobs 16.' 21," theye's Joy: that am; 1 
is Born intothe World: (4,).The Joy of: Cont 
”, queſts nnd Vifories, when men divide.the Spoyl 
By 1 laſtly, The Joy of Harveſt ; theſe two we fin 
put together;as prigeipal matters of joy, //a, 9. #1 
Fhey joþ  thee,arcording $0 the joy in Harveſt, ay 
when they asvide: - Theya 


Har lt is no ſmall bor Gaudimm meſſis, s, eff kl | 
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5 - :the joy of elt, is the Harvelt of their 
== 2 'Tis uſual withtmen, , Wheggchey have reapeJ; 
-. "ed down their Harvelt, ( or cutYhe Neck, as they it 
- callit ) to demonſtrate their jy by ſhouting and C 
*- Joud acclamations. 'Ith 
EF 94 4A APPLICATION. is 
b, 3 en and unſpeakably more than thus, £8 & 


aints rejoyce and ſhout tor jay, when they 
reapPt 


-1Jreap the fawbor ef love of God, for which they 


kboured in many 7 weary Duty. This Joy of Har- 
| reſt, as great as it is, angyas much as carnal hearrs 
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$ and" returns of their Duties with 


her the full Harveſt infYleaven, or but the Firſt- 
wits of it off —— ,ofte. with joy unſpeakable 
d full of glory, 1 Pet, : 9+ This putt move Phan eſs 
bi to' their bearts, than when Cory and Wine incyeajſes, 
Pa'3. 7.- Carn Joys are but Sonl-Fevers,” the 
fof theirdio there a great t Viffer- 
ce bernixr —_ | moos ih Fever- 
dy which wa e Spirits rinks o 
F Rad ical'moiſtvrE; he Shiga kind 7 hed, tripe. 
feat of art healthy Body”; and as 
veet, ſerene-and heayerily 


if 
vr 


y Which flow 


ehe2hts:'which ca 


hoſe eartNty deti 
of7 eature-efi- 


il he ws L fog? way ſuck 
, Fe ments, T will ſew you the t# 


; 
"yn 
4 Lion 


tParticolars fBllowing. 


$129; becauſe "YF you have Foog T8r your ſelies” 
Ind Families toive ypon ll the year ; but the - 
dE Chriſtian FejoycetN}; becauſe he hath Bread to eat 
[that the World knows not of, Rev, 2:19, "Chrift * 
is the Food of his Soul, and his Pleſtt is Mear in- 
feed,” and his. Bood drink indect; - Johs e. v6... 
"I 4. e,) the moſt real and excell3ns Food. You. 


Li: | "YI 


5. 299: © 


| ate lifred; np with jt, isbut a' trifle, -@ thing of 
:] fought, compared” with n after they have 
mſclves in gbtecouſnefs, and waited 


tence, and - at laſt come to reap in Mercy, . 


between 

n theBoſom of Qtr into the hearts Fob | F 
ſs | 

cyof - 

Pritval Joys, We the Joy of Hyrvs ingghoſe | | 

*1. Youthat Joy with the Joy of Fitreſts are © | 


: v4 
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reed, Mal 78.25; res man did. eat Alan Food? ol 
(5.4 ). Manna, which was ſecty excellent Bread 0 
Luatat Angels did live ygon echa Food, this: [tb 
would be@oſenfor tl et this'is but-a!J ic 
'.  Lypeafd dack ſhadow & Sf brit, the Food| 6 
of Believers, , 
| 2. You. rejoyce when your Harveſt in bDecanſe. 6 
Cornis virtually ww orher things beſides Food 4 
yoh-can turnit into C t& keep you warm, ane |: 
raany other necellaria y be purchaſed by ita 
1b yeeht is noc-like Chwiſt, the.objct of a Saint ; K 
Joy 3 "though it anſwers muany things, it doth not? 
a werall Things'as GEES og ra it into what? I | 
on wif, ithath ht a 11, reſpettive uſe-J8 
L-- black © Bat Jeſus Chriſt all to Believers/\ 
b- ayd out of Him-their-Faith ran{etch all {upplies ;# & 
E beistheir healthin ſicknefſthcls ſtreagthin weaks I. 
f nzlb;5 their ea{Tin pain, their r ig reproa | 
#_ cigir wealth) erty pes cad in Friendief? 
ngls, their habitation w urlefs, their er i j 
| ement in boyds, Re redrh of their hearts, 
#4- life of -1 ife. -O- he 154 TullWhrift, a 
| whatg rerEX are ſcatiei ed among. all the} Qt 
ures, Bc Scgall in-him, as more. - JE 
dit rejoyte when you otten im-yourÞ 
Harveſt bagaſe now you.can free no ngage- 4 gr 
+ mgyts,- afid- paythoſe Dubts whi Ye con; U 
- Er -?Tis.a convort- to be "of Debr, and *y* 
b Jaouky lawfully rejoyce thatGodgives! vonwhere-4 . 
. with to quit your Engagements, that you-may owe FÞ 
> noMan any thing þut love : But till the joy of Har- 
*-yeſt falls ſhort of the Joy of Saints ; for you rejoyce , 
E Lat you are,or hae wherew uh ©o helgyour lelyes / 
$ Our + 


| s he avenly:uſe J "C27 IE things. ZOF + 
a mbof v mens Debts : But they rejoyce that;they are - 
4.0 out. of God's Debt; that his Books cancelled; and - + 
is; {their Sins pardoned ; by reaſon of the impu- 
a/jted Rghteonſney of Chr , the Law can-demand .. 
" nothing from them, = 8. 1. Oz, whatmatter : 
>| of Joy is this ! 
#4. You'-xe)oyce; becas now your Corn is\opt | 
0 0t.-danger, -all the while it was abroad-it wayin+ + 
ard, but now it's. houſed you fear not the Raio.. - /, 
Chriſtians rejoyce, not.hecauſe their. Cornis:» 7 
bat becauſe. their Sonls are ſo. All thewhile - 
y. abode in an vnregenerate - ſtate 3 they-were: | 
31 ry. momentin ganpger of the-ſtorms of wrath ; 
2 now being it, Chriſt, thaydanger is Oyer..;/. Rh 
p md what compare is.thitre betwixt the af:ty. of ; 
g. I Corg, . and. Re TEn; A Tan $$ 


Y | . Your Joy is but i in a nnd” + of common;Proyie+. 
Twksand  Heathens. can-vejoyee with your; 4 
"Yo ; but.the Joy of a Chriſtian is qr nents. « 
[anc "gift of God.. © Corngs given to. all Natios 
ee ot kc ca del hre ore hy 
T, itz- but Chriſt is the portion but and-* «1 
thoſe the dearlygbeloved of God. Luther a of. _- 
<Jtbe whole Twkyh. Empire (here is th [. - 
re of Corn ) that-it is-bg 


wh 

1} Dl 
- == 
Fit 


Is w , 
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& © 
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1 Jore Sato! | 

., bich-.the M ..of the: Family throw 5th bs - 
At Bogs, He that Bad more- Gora. thaw tis E | 
' oo hold, now.. wonts: a drop of Wathn co cheLA 


Penn: Chriſt is .a Gift beſtow only. vRALer 'y 
Pp it '4 %G Ele ; 
Th Your Joy will have anend ; thetime 15 com -*- 


$ that when you have reaped down your bars, 


- 
' 4 


> 


"be * 


| yn nk a z + bart "Y - ” Fr - EE ; . ("4 ' js T_ 
: | F. 


3 volts your: ſelyis ak be reaped down by death, 
©, and then. you ſhall rejoyce if thefe things no more.' 
' bue* when your joy is ended, then is the joy of- 
Szints-perfete$4 "they reap their Harveſt; when” 
iy og your Harveſt ; their Conſolationis ever" * 
48 rl 
*; Gad-can ſeparate your Joy from theſe EnjoJ- 3: 

' ments. even while you have them, as well as when” 
- "you leave,them, ' *Fis onething for a man to haves |: 
o 


iehes and full Barns and another thing to hav 
+ romforr' in them, Focleſ,' 3. r9;20. Bur now the 
'# Joy of Chriſtians 1 15a thing inſeperable from theit 
ment of Chriſt;Indeed the ſenſe of thei inte« 
felt] ro feta and fo theA®s of their Joy inters 

'byt hey always have i it 'in-the Se, 1 
got” wot iy th Froit, PſA. 07. 11. Foy is ſown for I 
phe he- hath jt Till its the Principle, and in 


b 


omile. 
e Joy of Harveſtmen, for-the moſt part, 
+ - oniyiatheis Harveſt; andt in ſuch earthly inet 
| Sh th that away, and their: Joy ceafes.* © Farthly* 
| WF 5 pho quainted with no higher Confiforts; 
| hxaeng > of .God can Joy 1n himzand take 
0N4 in ; cheir Earthly tnj>yiyents £003 and 
+ they take in — is much 
and Tweet than et they en- 
AHefe rh ings Mm God,an his love in giw 
td, , puts” a FrectneRs* i thein, that you 
Cpnzequainted with, Thus you ſe, how fa 
ley wn, ſhort of theirs. | 
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REELEGTIO Ns. 6 


1, How have 1 rejoiced ceqin athing, - 


;Fofnopght, and: pleaſed my,ſelf with, 4 {Refied; on” 
"10 avanity ? God hath bleſled me in my 07 "one "that 
OV 
”.- 


Fields, and 4n-my Stores ; but. not.” 
; with Spiritual Bleſſings in heavenly \Chth, Sho 
| pipes in Chriſt. My Bargs arefu 
20 Corn, but-my Soul is empty Nd Mes 
mon Bounty-hath given me- a folneſs wy 
ofthis Life, but what if the-mneanin ng, of Fd 4 
to fat mefor the-day-of lavghte Wha 
Sethe whole of my rtion from theLord? V i 
Withe Languape  of- bis Tadap rent, » 
| ba ald be this ! Lochae Thee Ke ICY | 
atl) the fat eſs. of the Earth: ; 
7, but tNov h iff taſted of thy Rd, 2 IJ 
&-mike the molt of it, for this js all UBS, 
a ſhalt have fron» me); : There be 

| World, to whom 1 F have denied ap Niles iy 
l fr cen Fhave reſerved better; for the molk panty +: 4 
b are poor in this World, s, borrich.n ith; 
dd Heirsof the. Kingdom ? Is'not. this eapyghito- > 
p'all my carnal mirth > Should my, 
bo meſych a momento,as Abrabans 
gave to Dives; £ Remember that 
tocrivedſ® thy good things. vo what a cut. growl 
# that be to all my Comforts 2 . A-man ina Fi \ 
hath alively Colour, but a dying Heart, -1 


an appearance, a ſhadow of Comfor bot. 4 ſac | 
fate of Soul. - I | 


2, " : 


LS 


anary S; ir thanks 2ed;/+C 
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= *  _. _,-4.-2, Bleſſed: be: the God the Father of Þ 
wm —eÞ *y Lprs Teſas Chriſt, who bath bleſſed Þ'a 
ger me with all. {piretual bleſſings in hy | 

| jon Barns. _ Bejily a 4 Chriſt, Eph. 
3 Thoy he, bath not ſeen. t-to gk | 
 m&nnch of his Wall 3 inland,yet.it hath pig f 
bir to oe, a 2 SARS v P98408 IN | 


my Str FEE 


(as done. Bleſk 1 F 


» © 
ww 8 


Wa oe w/o 1 haye.no Barns; 1 h 
= EY worn Fol thingss# '} 
rejpycein their Earah- oa! 
EE I'wi Bk in. the, fulnef of my# | 
i"; they have: 1 be oleh nov)# 


L | 
al nt W S arhn aint T bc 
4 ; purchal Faqs chaſ 


EET Sn 
ES FT on 
-” prefer , 4nd go Foam haſt not Sag 
© wh al, no, not with” all of: _ own people ;. } 
" many of them are Strangers to the mercies which » 
* Tenjoy. *Gothath done Goo things for-me, O;/ ( 
| apy Wh wilt thou 0 for/God? The "ef 
T4 4 


 "w*. tua ay dof ATT 


Tthe conditioni 5, -k6 bh placed-me in, © more 
{am 1 both' obligedund adyantaged for his {ervice ; -* i 
and yet I doubt it will be found, that 'many a-poor - | 
| Chriſtian -that-labours witt'this Hands-to-ger his - 
: | Bread, redeems+ more hours fox. God than 1.do, 
& Eord, make- me wiſe to* underſtand, angh 20{ HET 
j { double end of this gracious diſpenſation ! Levt- 
beſtow che (fmore-of my time dn. God,-and - 
and ready t6' miniſter to the Neeeſlies of his 


© 1s : (TY what an unhappy Wretch-. | 
Fam 1! that have edehin either in . 4 agfolinn » 
nd, or. in hopez - am” miſerable; ff E Fang? + 
*Fhere and like to be ſo for ever: Had "395, "Mr 6 
Jbur 3n -Intereſt in Ghriſt, as-the ; Hb 
j| godly-poorhave;rhat'wouldTWeeteg. 4s 
$4} preſent ar-troubjes, and ſhew methe.end of chem,” 
Mc alas! -I am poor and wicked, contemned:s 
len;andabhorred of God ; an object of contem 
| xh to Heaven and Earth. Lord, look npory ſucts 
i þ truly miſerable Obje& with Co acl one me 
d | ion with thy people in the World to T 
{tthon never rg onde condition 
F 11 Fſandife- - bleſs theſe ſtr 
ants, that they may” ace my Soul $0 OW 
Chriſt ; make this poverty the way — antes and-'7 
ſhall 'vieſs thee to Eternity that A > 
wy World: 
The - POE M 


JET bewe 1 ſeen aber HarveſPs ali 
The laſt Load, coming, bow ſore 
"oe #þ+ with joy;"as if that welcome Cart 
ww. hams | Very treaſure of their beart;. 


SP? ' RES bw SH ks mg 


Jopfut outing beeping inllrng moſes 


Da ES mt ed? 


T5 carnal. mindsthere ia wrabye © 


.J at 


 Afulſftuft Barn,zov which you ſexywur heart; 

- But glean perhaps the ears bebindyour.Cart -. 
- Tet are the gleanings of their c more; '-. d + 

- Thaiiall your Harveſt, and dined ſore. 7 

Tow mirth is mixt'with forrom. theirs 15 pure, if 

b rok like Fl Rr fe, but theirs endure. - 


. Ado beart-ſti ds adds ny wo Þ :þ 
. Þ, at the Gr death they they ſametimes mourn, : | ib 
I ooner doth the Lordto them return,” i Þ 
E > Bug ſorrow” s banifht from their penſove Breaſt, 


3 ys hs errand moe.” 


| Have 
$A 
iy * ON TY 
. o 
bs T4, : Ls 'T % 4 Ns 
"a 


I Colin wag bud *þ 


jm Beg mo this lower, a bro 
Cells, - bn 
Ye Fe erpprary and confuſzon poi bhp lis 
by, Owle, and del Creatures fy awry, | 
Ng to pe ac; Lon Birds of day,; 
ind _ can ſit anti chant, 
adereatures kegs their haunt: 


ET 7, tears 


%. 


Thus 


b. tef re 
« ES 


"he heavenly whe of : I» 85. lt? 6 4 


5. 2 

bo matchieſs 4 O'counten ance q a i I 
{bat aye tho wifler>tenbeſe: ſuviles thine, 

I ay I with poor-Mephiboſheth be bleſt.r + 
| Fvith theſe ſwertsſmates,; let Tiba'take a jary 
p My Life, my Treaſure; thou {bait uere beſfold - - 
Þ For Siver Hills, :or Rivers pad with Gold, : ISS. 
| hore rocany: woridlings;tbey ara $9 oe 
'Þ To ftoop theimbearts to. ſuch anger nA +. 

For ſo they do; becawſe thou. art above '* - - 
yy youe ae got low mn ow 
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CHAP XIXT "3 
\ Vponthe/Thraſting ourof Corn.” 


: t Hore fot Crain with greater Math you Yiraft, | 
/ I ' The "7%, Chriſtians have the bardeſt laſh. * "ul" 


4 "OBSBRVATION + 4% 
Udinaen having to do with Hh divers forth of: , 
IT] Stain) ſome more topgh and ſth o- 
7] thers moreFree and tender :do-not beat all- 4 
f the Threſkii Moor; Yate they haveThreſlials 
'T ſeveral frzes,fo they beſtow on ſon more; . 
| on'others fewer ſtrokes, ,according tothe different = 
| alivies of the Grain ro be threſtied. "This ob! mA 
"| ration | the "Prophet: 1/aiab hath, chap. 28. v, I 
'The / itches ave* nbt threſhell with a threſhing +» ar 
| ment, naither is the Cart-wheet.turw'd about rt 
L Cunmin but the Fitches are beaten” out with 2 
| 1d the Cryin wmth a ro.” Phe manner of be 


Pens” "iD gee Ui for fr fe | 


: 5 208 _ "$4 du rbbs by $ 09) che _ Or | 
rent from that yhiclvis nowin uſe among ys; they; 
had the Cart-wheel,w bich was full of Iron Spokeg 
or'Feeth; andthe Hoofs.of : Beaſts for the hardegy 
fort; of Graln;/as ' W heat; -Rye.-and Barly; a Staff 

- _ or Flaibforthe Ficchegaud/aRod-or T wig for thathyi 
_ - Cummin all whjoh«Inftruments were proportizf 
' one according tothe nature ofthe Grain: - - + 
10D having to-dv ina way ofCorreQion with 
A_F divers ſorts of Oftenders., doth not uſe theill 
like ſeverity with them all, but proportions his he 
+ _ © Corretion to their abilities and ſtrength. 7er.30.llt « 
14, will not makea full ead of thee, but willile: 
LeorreGthee in meaſure Jiand willnat leave theeffth 
altoget heranguaiſhes, (4. d.) afflicted thou mull; 
be;-my -reſpeX'to: my own glary ant thy.good 
puts- a- neceſlity upoa that 3- but-: yet I-will do-itif 
| moderately, 1 will not lay on, without meaſure or ih 
 -. Iercy,..as 1 imtendirodo-upat;. the Enemies ; butts; 
will- mete out your ſufferings in a ot Papere or 
on, even as a carefal Phyſician in preſcribing Pills F'2 
or Potions to his-Paticat, hath regard as well to«per, 
theability of the Patient,as:to the nature and qua- hs 
lity of the Diſeaſe; even fo thy God, /rael,will-fani 


- not- alli papain 66 the greatneſs of his. 

+ power and/his-wrath anfwerable tbereunto, P/a. nd 

- ger. that would. break: thee to pieces, P/q. 78., $0 

| demexit ofthy fig... As-it fall be much. leſs than. ſug 
what I could.inflie. £ it fball be-leſs than thine ſiher 
iniquities deſerve, Exra-g. 13. Neither. my pow- Þ #k 


£rnor. thy, .deſert,; ſhall be.che rule, of my pro-$1p. - 
$4... area T 7 / CDS.” 


| | F 


ith 


| F 
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Bigetings 3 / byt1 will:do it with moderation and 
mercy, as thoh-art able to- bear. 1 that have-in- 
Eghructed :the Hysbandman-to proportion his In« 
Mroments to theiquality of the Graig before him, 
eIyill exerciſe the hke wiſdom and mildnefs towards 
hee, - Andithe fimilityde betwixt-the Husband- 
:nan's threſhing his Corn, and-the Lord's afiting: 
iFHis People ſtands in'theſe Particulars. 

'$ 3. The Husbandmans end in threſhing the Corn, 
vI8- to ſeparate it- from the-Husks and Chaff.; and 
eged's end in oflGrng his People, - is to A, 4 
Wea: from-their fins, 1/a- 27.9. In-meaſure-w 
at ſhooteth. forth, he will debate With. it; (4. e.-) 
Ihe will moderately correct 'them ; and what the 
Sad of thoſe Corrections ares. the next words in- 
vm us, 2y this therefore sball the iniquity of Jacob- 
BR purged, 41d this is:al} the. fruit. to take-away his fin.. 
L Bod uſes-Atilictions, .as/we uſe Soap, ta:cleanſe. 
ray filthineſs, at ont- ſpots, Dan. 11:35: 

= aims not -at- the ſtruction of . their Perſons $.. 
yy of their-Lylts. -5S£ 2c. | $ $54 ; 
$. Z If the Hisbandmaa have Goptte Darnel, or 
"Jp nicions Tares- before him inthe Floor amon 
Corn, he little regards whether ic be-brui 

nd battered to pieces by the Threſhold or no;'tis 
.\Þworthleſs thing,and he ſpars 1t.aot;Such Gockle 

nd Tares are the Enemies of God;and'when theſe” 
,Fame rſnder bis Flail, he ſtrikes them without wy 
' Siifor theſe the Lord prepares 20G HED threſh- 
L.$08- 1 gat, having Teeth, ,vbich ſhall: beat. 
bem to dt, 16.41.15. The daiightarpf Babylon - 
;Þþ ite 4 Thredbing-floor, "ti time 0 thrath ber, Jer... 
"*Þ*+ 33> "An&mhen that CLINE 15+ COIN, On (ts | 
Y SRIEPE ubon + 7 


| 
» 
- 


[ 


F, "2s -  Horbanobry Spedrwdiltzed; "Or," 
- allufion'to the-Beaſf that was totread-ont- theh#l 
 Corn)Siow's born ſhall be'of ifon, and ber.boofs bra FT [ 
Mic.4.1 3: He :ſmites not his FONG, according al 
the ſtroke of them that 'ſmote't the- mean-{J/o 
Theft ſtrokes on them ſhall bedeadly ſtrokesJ# 
ſhewed" Tio- mercy-ty So, and God will 4 
ſhow 1 no mercy-to'them.- /” © - 

3. When the Husks'and Chaff are petfealy ſepa 
rated from the Grain then the Husbandman beats 
ieno more. When God hath perfetly porged andFt 
ſeparated the ſins of his people e-then afi@ions ſhall} 
cone to a Fend,he will never ſmite them! 
again there 1310 noiſe of the threſhing Inſtry 
ment in Heaven ;*he that beat them with his Flai 
on Earth, will put : them into his rp in od bal 

4 'T Though/the Hnebandman $£ on, and” 
FCor,as if hewere: 


angry with ft; yet ie-t6ye 


rHihy prizes 1t3 ahd-thov and 
'his*pebpl6, Fer'hie Bis iſ eat valhe upon 
"them; and it 1s equally: abſert t God's Ha 
fred to his people from-bis aſfili&# is of therh*a F 
the Middadids hatredof his" | becauſe he 
 threfhes and beats"it Heb: 72:6. WY the Lord | w 
veth he corredheth, ing chaftontth every Joi whomn'bd 
- , reteiverh; © 4 | 
> al Tho® the Hutiihdywiin. thief and beat cu x; 
Gorn, , yet he wr Wh fiot $a tae hurt"1t;"if te canJ, 
it ; thongh ſome” require more and harde 
kes than Ot, yetnone' ſhall hayexnoxe thanÞ® 
ian etidore” And "hs" the Lord his Serif b 
vants, yet"Ye_ will'do"them no hitrt, 28, 6:1 
Some need more Rods than others Bat none ſhattf- 
—_ more than " can bear ; rhe Lord knonsPþ £ 
the 


— 


The heawenty. aſs of carthly things. 231 * 
Fjhe meaſyres: a 008 degrees ,of ; his; Servants. Faith %! 
Faland Patience, a Lg Et yall theix tryals be,; 
1 al 1934/1:3g1 4, Jthe as 4 Father er. pities bis children, 
1 - | pf Lord pitieth;them that fear bins: for be knomg | - 
wy frame, he remembers #bey are but. duſt ;e makes 
i: 4: wy to eſcape, that they, may be -able. to-brar it's 
Zap 10; 13« This care'and tenderneſs of God 
& hi ailiged;is eminently. diſcovered 1 in three 
AG 249 2:74 
$ "" )-o not expoſing them to +ill he haye pre< 
tihred: them forzheir iryals, Luke 244.494: Try 
1Þv-<t Jervialem, w1tsye be endued with powe from 
$6-b/2b.. He gives them ſometimes eminent diſco» 
ries of his-love- immedjately ' before. ,-and-as.@ 
paraUrg to their ſufferings 3 in the, __ 
excof; they are.carried thraughalb:.-:.; + 
| a Or it not ſdthem ho dnvurminath ſup 
rs Comfort; with 4heir-.1 roubles, as | 
a es. ſce the Supſhine out-while the.; Rain: falls.: 
;& as ſo-with Pawl,yAQs 27: 23. This night (and: 
was-a'{ad. mght indeed) there ſtood by moths An-, 
of the-0rd, whoſe I -am. *, 4, 
(3.9 jn.takingoffthe Afiiction, wheh "thycon. 
y 01 wituelonger, + Cor. 10, 13. He makes 'a way * 
beſcape;:that they may be able. to bear it, Plal.:12 54- © © 
* The-Rodi$taken off, :mben. the righteous ts even © 
yr. 40 putforth his bahd torimiquity. Tis a Fewyb, 
rb. When the Bricks are dcubled ,-4 
= mes. / lofes, And. it:4s/a Chriſtian experience; 
Gi $1 (ben-the Spirit is ready' wo fail, then, comes Je- 
51% Ro £0 ay Py 9: Ha'F7 4Y Ti. 
0 o 14" : | 2:47 37 
d / 


| . | 264. NT 
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REF 'L ECT ION S: 
15M hr arn 1. 1©-God, 

| - his. People£ Ihe | 4 

| Penn rd 1 he ſmites them; 
but 1 wentnesaucld Hoe kind to them, when | 4 
molt ſever <;but the beſt-of my kindneſſes to then; Þ; 
may fitly enough: be called ſeverity. God ſmits Fx 
_ itJove, F have fuittcp them-in hatred. Ab, Þ'n 
What have done? God hath uſed me as his hand Þ & 
| 


Pfal: 171; 4; or as his Rod-to afflict them, Jer: 10, 
7: but ibis cyd and "mine. have-ygdely differed i6F; 
that aGion,i1/2,10.7: tam but rarer pts | 
ther the Whiſp to fconr and-cleanſe theſe Veſaſph: 
ſels of: Glory; Fond. when 1 haye done-that dirty! 
| var abate bright Souls hab beer up in Heaveny 
. and I caſt into-the Fire. 4fhe ſhall haye Judgme 
withqut\Mercy,that ſhewed no4Mercy'; How canlÞi 
oxpett mercy from the Lord,whoſe People 1 haw 338 
om mercileſly for; his ſake ? **k 
P12. Is the Lord's Wheat thos th ſv: 
IJ - - ;then ſhall: kthink-of my condition If 
- s. © © who proſper andam;tec alone-in | 
s | 8  way-of im-?. Surely. the: Lord: looks F's 
| an me-as on a Weed;:and;not as” his-Corn - an&F? 
"tis! too, probabl that Lam rather reſerved, tor 9 
by "Thin oheVking;= mu cgper enlrys.” 
x loves not ſo well asto ſpend a:codopont em, 
- but faith, Zet thens alone, Hol. 4. 17. but miſerable 
 isRheir condition,notwithſtanding their impunity;Þ NY 
' For what is the interpretation but this? will come 
to a reckoning-with-them for altogether in Hell] 


LOCO much bettep.is thy affliting eeey. 1 "inf; 


- 
i = 
"- 2 
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bs things. 213 = 
ris makes condition ofan y © 


Well then;; deſpt 
ny Soul Thoy heareſt the Fotband- "> xj 
Oman loves: -hisVorn. &ho”be threſh« flted Satnt. 
Y *h it;;' and 4urely the Lord loves -+ 444 5+ 
thee not 'the leſs, heafflits thee” {ſo mavate. 
i Jf Affliction thegpbe-the way to Heaven, bleſſed be 
FGod for Afiitidh. .Thethreſhing ſtrokes of God 
Thave come thick opon me me, by: which-I 
yÞwhat a tovgh-and bbarg Hears L have: | 
ſtroke would have done:thework, he Fer 'not _ 
Mare lifted op his, band the ſeeang ime. . 1 have , 
——pofyoremrerarh Park had need of, Aw 
1 | an means he wi e myMn; 
0 Tec be God for that: The Damned / 
vvore and'harder ſtrokes than I, and yet their fig 
alt never: be ſcyarated.by their fufferitity- 
F... 4 n, curſed fin, 'Þ amo much out of 1ove.with 
2 thee, that'4 am; willing to endure more thanall 
s tO bewell rid of thee ;albthis Hoffer for thy - 
te, but the time is cominghen | ſhal be-xid of 
or [is:: ſafferingaogether.. 1 while, 1-am vas» 
T my own Fathers Hand. e.me he mays but 
» in : me hecannot. a Sore * ot 
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HE. faered Records, tell us, derewefire: i"; G1 
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> Anotion expo of Threhvld Heel iP 
Than-all bis Cory 4'and make tw? underſtand 
That Soul=jn nem biband. 
With fewer ſtrokes," and tighter will you, b 
The:Oates und Barley than the ſiÞbor 
VV hich will requite. and ende” mh 

Than freer Grain. Thus tleals the Pad wt 
PF/Ybonr be affitks. He doth: 


Ne whe die Corn with bis Rod 
on 


_ The beavief 
A oils rf ews himſe MT 
| Of Fudgments this ang of SY 
God Fz & Rate -book by him, wherein be To. 
Rel m_ bow ik Vis Peopte be". © 


" 
2 * 
9-1 _ : 
%. + Pp * ts 4 
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boulders dot 4s 4p; 
repo, a the leſs Oh Auſe- 


Suffer the leaft addition to bis Bill 
or ACN + mercy be ob eres 


WED Eons 


'” 

| 

' 

| 7 9h Pitience, more or lefs, *! | 
Fecbone GE 1'Joth them & ef” | yl 4 
OR * Si" Boe mt 0 oy 
pombe 5 Faith, [08 hav 19 G4 fot. "s ſ 
The kinds, "de yees, and the continntance ©” * ” 
all their fu LE Fora Crew? an, | 

| eferibed are by bit, eta  =y x 
The PPorld, and- bans r1g Po Mem bays. £ 

| Be 1", or Devil, P 
£4 Piyfaiat P 4 ary ” 

ay band? b# never did, or will © e 


R " 
x 


us 


ce in ike manner thrashi d, and winnowned were. 
. ; = * {IS 4 $ -;% ; Ko 


"11 Sion's Cad, 1m: meaſure; will debate, a +379 
is Children be may {mite, buticannot hate, 77.4; - 

; beats them, true: to.make their. Chaff to fiy, -.i* 

jt theyy like purged Golden Grams, may bye © - \. 

one fair heap, with thoſe bleſSd Souls that bere.. 


' "a 17 \ « 
P 4 i Y , 


' Upon the&w inmowing of Corn. % & ; | 


| be ' els ons w_ FA 2 
'Tbe Fan doth tau ec hbt Chaff to fly. 1 ay, = BE I 
So Shall thungoaly in GoF's winmoning day." wh 


| KT 


| OBSERV/A'TEON. 


\& Hen the. Corn is threſhed out in,the Floor . 


Y where it lyes mingled with emptyiegrs: 
4 worthleſs: Chatf; WS. ocban Rn it 


t altogether-into ſome open: place, where ha- 


ng ſpread his. ſheet for the. preſervation.of'the . # 


fain, he Expoſes it-all to.the Wind; the. 
Freaſon'of its ſolidity, remains upon the 
it the, Chaff being 4ight and empty, is partl 
ried Los away by the Wind, and all the reſt 
parated from 


Dunghill as a worthleſs thing. 


APPLICATION. 


from 
the 


* 
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VL hath his; aday to ſogaratethe 


'Thebeevenlymſe earthlyef things: = any © 


e.good- Grain into 4 diſtin. 
tap, whichis carried 4542364 the" Fire or 
: ; 


En have their winnowing ne, and God : 


F 4 


4 "Ws wy Harhondpy 5 Wk - Or, 


the Wheat, the- godly rom the —_ who hut 


be held: up to- the Wing, ly- the i wi 
ſhall be Uives away by ow 
in this World, wherein kh wor = 


and ſeparates the Chaff. There is a double fann 
or -winnowing of Men here ir this World ; onggF; 
doFrinally, in-wh oe k erſtong that Scts 
prure,” Mat. 3:12. f-CHYHE when he w it 
entring upon his' Kory al Wotk. His fan io 
bs hand, +a be ſhalt throughly purge his- floor, '; 
Var bis wheat 1uto_the garner. wt he will burn 
Goh wy -unquencbable fire. The preaching | 
as 2 Fan in Chrift's Hand,and it 15 wh 


Sg bo. thus told the Jews; that tt 

ra ek hypocritical \ ne among the ud 
that” had now:: fin and name, among the F 
Nao and gloried in their Chore 

_ fedges; yer theres 2 purging blaſt-of trn 
ing, which ſtall 'makerhgny fiy out of the Chor 

tafbas Chaffour of the Elgor. Thos Chriſt w 

fans the World doctrinally: The other 


judiciatly, by bringing ſore and grierqustryals al If * 
og Girch [is 


ſufferings upon rches,” for tMs very end 
that thoſe” which ure but” Chaff, (5.e, Yempty © 
vain Profeſſors may. by.ſach Winds as theſe be 
-parated from His. Pebple; , 
- The Church increaſes two ways; and by: twod 

vers means , extenſiughy, mn, breadth and numt 

. and mienſroely, {ol vigour and power 3 "peace af 
proſperity cauſes the firſt, ſufferings and adyerſit . 
the laſt; and'well may a day. Perſecution. be 
ted a jyinnowing day, for. thenare the People & 


-God toſſed to purpals,z3 Potwin the Sivke 1OUZUNTES 
; : nothing 1 


70! 


* The-beavenh. aſe of earth things. 17, 


; WG Chaff be loſt thereby, Of ſuck a win- 


g da Prophet ſpeaks, 41 9. 9,1 0. 7 
Fats oy el Ark al nate ike as 


7 ji te ue e, of -Jira 

in a/1e e yet [hal mo not the leaſt grain Jall 
Wren all the. /rnners of my, people fhall die. 
Fy | P US L will ; cauſe, eat agitations and toſlings 
+ i anc one, your Nos s of the Aſſrians and Baby- 
| late, whoſe eys you ſhall be diſperſt 
% rety yet I; will ſo govern thoſe your diſ- 
lions by myPro vidense, that not one good grain, 
pright Soul ſhall eternally periſh, butt cſig- 
' | of in L.peopEe ,the refuſe ſtuff,that "ſhall periſh. 
"D the ſame, purpoſe ſpeaks arg Prophet, 

\by2: Gather your clue? together, ( Or as ſome 

5 your ſelves," yea, fan your 'Trlves, before 


decree ba 40K Pit, "and the day, par as the chaſp 


goth nor mean, that the time Il paſs as. 
6 but there.is a day. of aſflition and aiſtrets 
ung, in, which the wicked ſhall paſs asthe Ch 
orc the Wind; and yet notwithſtandin 
' Ego RIEgg, aponEarth,mych Chaff vn 
alF We among, the Corn.;, therefore God hath ap- 
WI anted another day tr the winnowing of the 
W/W 1 1d,even the da 29.of of Ch pips in reference to 
h it-is ſaid, The ungodly are not ſo, 
7 elike the chaff which 4; Lg dre ves away ; there- 
: ungodly } nall not ſtaud in judgment nov Tuners 
the congregation of the rightegus ; (1. e,) God hath 
AB wherein he will Tift the World, like Corn in 
w 4 Eve.and then the wicked ſhall appear to be bot 
g t io, Malek God will erernally ſeparate from His 
I will not train the ſimilityde, "but faicly 


by It. in theſe Seven Particulats, | ” 
"M | i. The 


Wo 


"vs Hitharty Spirtualitel: AY 
1; "Tn at Whew xo@'rn 


| *þ game Field, and: vyo 


In.this, wicked Men ppt oh CHA ha ada ; 


| Ss thee ym ar bur 'oftentii | 
Fpriog vp with' them in the: une. Families, { |. 


otn.the ſame Root, or! mediate Parents, 'A 
'B.3 Lt Els hes other 2: Yer! the | 
was Wheat, the. 0 other Calf, "Unſtances' ot 


be infinite. 


2,” The Hosbendma would: never dure (4 
-YusksChaff and dry Stalks to remain inthe Fl 
af. it were not for. the good Corns fake; hea 


7 perſed > oP them: "E 
ORs to ir be would 


[nf 

11.9 

a OL avery Sorted xn 
'cafes-niot what becomes of it, and 

« worth ard; wicked Men; Prov. 10. 20.,' 

- ddr bo little worth. "The Heart ij 


the Mat znd'yer thats but C * £ 


; his. Lands, his Cloaths, ©. : | 
* YÞ | IT worth not} ; 
=+. Though ChaFin {cif be nothing worth be: 


F "gh > ane 4he Coin whiles 'tis ſtandi! Bite 


* 4be Field ; the ſtalk 5 np dans the\ 
coversthe Grain ends it from the inji 


- ”2xhe Weather, Thus God' makes wicked Mg - 


uſe. to his people, oy porward ſociety ; they 


z ®.. 
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, a "y - 
*- 5 


". The heavenly afe of earthly things. 219 = > 

| to ſupport. and 'protet them in-this World Rev. 
12.' 16. The Earthzhelped tbe: Woman, (5, e, } 
worldly Men for-carnal ends helpt” the-Church, 

when a Flood of Perſecution was poured'out. "The  -- 

Church often helps the World, it :receives mary - 

| benefits from the people of God ; nnd hacer _ - 

God over-rules the World to help his Charch, © 

5. When the Thaſfaad Wheat are both by 

forth and held np to the Wind in'one: Sieve; they 


F 


fall crivo'-ways 5 the Wheat falls down upowithe © - 
i | 


Floor ot” Sheet, the Chaff is carried quite away? 
$o-a!thoigh for a time godly and ungodly abide 
wether; yet, when this wignowing time comes, 
God's Wheat ſhall be-gathered. into, his Garter 
of Heaven; the Chaff fall go the other way, #daty 

| : | | a $459 >a 


[L #FÞT taf* »* 5.8 
» © bs - 
? the.Cornzit will 


| oc If there be any Chalf among! | 
1 \{ppear when is. is ſifted in a. windy day, it:candos . 
| Ppoflibly eſcape if it be well wingoweds much more 
wpoſlible. ir is for any wicked man to git 6 - 
wical ſexrch'of God inthat day ; theclaſeſt By- 
price ſhall then” be deteted, for God will judge 
þ the ſecrers of mien, 2 Cor 16,7 He mill the brand to 
14 - hot the bidden things of darkneſs; and mgke manifeſt 
0 "le comſels of the bears, ' Cori 4's; | 1: ++ 
e. $39. Laſtly, After Corn/and Chaff are ſeparated 
rt Þby' the winnowing\ Wind, they ſhall never 1 


1h Fpether in one any more. The wicked ſhall 
Il Bee Abrakbam,. and 1/aac, 8nd 'Facob, and all the 
e { Fbrophets in the Ringdom of God, but themſelves 
1 Riruſt our ; there is nEChaf.ia-Heaven,* > 

Mr C32” | PETS #34 3 bong ;4 2* x 
ey errant, apt 
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220 -Hulbandry Spirituatized”, Or, 
2 REFLECTIONS.” 4 
EeS c- ers bro of val Profeſſ Þi 
A Tele that want-the Ne and fubſtancewlF 
| $5 HY- | real godlineſs' en am I but Chatth* 
1. ES +42" in God's account, though T'grow af$.' 
mong his Corn; the Eyevt Man cannot diſcern myþ>" 
_ Hypocniie, bur, when be comes whoſe Fan is in byÞ$” 
then how. plainly will it be detedted? 
.":gels.and Men: ſhall diſcern ity and ſay, Lo, thirh |: 
* "thtnor that made: yot God bis bope ; how ſhall 18] 
q - bidethe day of his coming ? Chriſt is'the gre 
 _ Hoarc-Anatomilt; things ſhall aor be if * 
by Names and Hinſon they are now why WIE! 
he w ina Juſt ballance,and' a Mene We fi . 
every falfe Kcart great will 
rhe SETS Bp Myra Conley | 
PrP # my+-Jjadge, and then ackne 
6 £96, arebere ts nora 2:3 45juftice-in! 
of wrath ;.an 1am Damned,y 


mm ” wronped, the Chati cannot ſtan bet 
= 1 meh. I hefore the Jud 


of Liesr? ee b bet berrer | 
; | .in featching 8 own(Eſtat > 411 referen 
Lothar day than in prying ABTVBy 1 
EE 
World ; thework indeet Tis difficult, but the ng 
le dangerous: Were Twithin a few daysto . 


LO 
2 ©" 
o , = 
ae 6% hs 


Pro The heavenly aft of earthly things. 
Fat Mars Bar, thereto be tryed for my Life; Fas 
I bufie ſhould l be every hour of the day in writing 
o any that | thonght could'befriend me ?:And ftn- 
dying eyery advantage to my ſelf? And yet,whar 
is; difference 18 there betwixt Man's Bar: and 
$$ Cod's ? Betwixt a tfyal for my Life, and for'my 
i Soul? Lord, rouze up my Quggtſh Heart by aw- 
"8 ful and ſolicitous thonghts of that- day, left I he 


found among that Chaff which ſball be burat vp 


with nnquenchable. Fire.! 
3. Fear not, O-my Soul !. though 


( ! ere de a blaſt coming which. ſhall A Refleftion 
rive atlghe Chaff into Hell; yet ir” ye Sincere 


| WE blon thee no harm. 7 know that 00... 
1 be bath tryed me, I ſhall come fortb- ar Gag, 
| þ 23. 10; Iconfeſs Thave too muth ' 
6. but _ not altogether Chatf; there is a £2 
d work: of Ew 2 ppc wx Soul that wi wi abide 
T tris): 4 r'to ons oe ne 
Land exat my g0 aid ot eto | 
po hy amore apr It; AY Sar caft 


222 Fubandry Syiritaalized;, Or, 
The-Corn far uſe is carefully preſer?d, 
The u foo for Rnkrnr4 þ >a reſerw” d. 
No Wind but blows ſome good, a Proverb is, 
Glad ſhall F be if it bojd true m this. 

O, that the Wind when you to winnowing go, 

This ſpiritual good unto your Souls might blow ! 
 To-make you pauſe, an ſadly ruminate, 

in what a doleful plight and wretched ſtate 
T heir Souls are in, who cannot hope toftand | 
When be ſhall come, whoſe Fan is in bis h.mg: | 
His piercing Eyes inf iably di/cloſe © 
The very Reins, and inward parts of thoſe +. 
Whoſe outfide feemmg Gros Jo neatly pain's, ÞF 
That with the beſs they paſs for real A 08 _- .. 
Wo . oe = God acceptance fings, 


pan, ys nidure, 


tneſ'wak Cd con 


= > 
X as « 


The heauenty, uſe of earthly + wy 
: FO'make my beart ſincere, thas 1 may never 


Prove ſuch light Chaff as then thy Y'Vind will ſever” 
- t | From ſolid yer & !'O let my Soul deteſt 


nyt an, d abige t Gries Toh, 
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c H A P. 7Y | 
Vpon the Ingraffing of Fr vit-Trees.” 'T 


”—- - Aoe 


-Q norafted-Trees-can never bear good Fruit. — IT 
Nor we, till grafted.on q better Root. 


CHLENSTR BETION: = F 
Tree naturally'ſprih it 
Wood or Hedge, and never grafted Or IC» : 
: 2,08 from its nxtive Soyl,,may bear ſome Fruit, 
znd that: fair and beantiful to the Eye ; but it wilt 
pre) you no content at all in cating being ed - 

ſower-and unpleaſant to the taſte ; bat if Þ 
ke Sa be removal into a good Soyl. an& q 


bp : 


with a better kind, it may become a goo þf 

C3 EE 
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pt eden 


bt -_ Tv th en an! | 
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'Fruits of natural men, and thoſe ofa witduograti- 
"ed Tree, ©.” 
1, The Root that bears this wild Fruit isa des 
erateRoot and that's the cauſe of all this ſower- 
| eſs arid harſhnefs in theFruit it bears; it's the Seed | 
'of ſome better. Tree-accidentall blown,os.caftin- 
to ſome waſte and bad Soyl, "hex © not betng,ma» 
ured and ordered aright, it's turned wild: Soalh * 
the Fruits of paregenerate men floweffrom-the firlt © 
j Hers acorrupt and deg acrate. Root; he-way ide - 
planted a it Bec oX ſoon turned-awild - 
and degenerate Plant ; | he being, the. Raot froph - 


ich. every man naturally, Ee Hap * 
; | the Frjc ary map-/heary-frambigx.. kc | | 


| 


| ar Gre Linient. to. my 
&+[ | fwd hn Po parenge , primo, 
is ? Mankind was rnd a tha | FT 
t, + hank, at bee 13, omg I cam 


oo IE oF ſpoils ewe Fobigb UiferranÞs 
a4 Piiſion: of- —_ and naughty-Sap ina al th 
f lt anches and Froits.that growon them ; theyuge 


other noriſhmenty but hav the RoEt 3 
A m, and that. being bad ſpoils all: ko the fame - 
iſe: and- reaſon, no-meer natural UNFEgErALS = 
Kancen ow: ocuehlp oracle ion tion, uh- *- -> 
' uſe che. corruption of theRoot:is in.allthole ate. 
| - RM y ore IN Ok LK 
44 a. our - ationagdrom this curſ Aga bh 
$þ Epreſſed by a-quick and fmart [nterrogation, Jer 
1 =p Wbo can a clean-thing--out ofran unclean... ' | 
$0: one,.- The ſenſe of it-is-welb delivered vs ( br 
Rl Me. Cori oc.) _ 
yo" 


G 


F "2926 "Hubs bo Og y Soitukt * "= 08 ” 
| undergo a. "checcfold CoultraAitn'; Firſt, thats | 
Who can bring a morally clean Perſon, out of x |. 
Perſon originally unclean? And ſohe lays hisHand. | 
upon-bis.Birxth-lin. - Or, Secondly, ( which f 
tomy-purpoſe,) it may. refer.to the aQtion of t 
Gupe-gaan, man. being vndlean, catinot bring forh| 
g-clean: WS (54..)-. 2, cleanor holy ation; 
Pp which 1s el gioted, 15 like t$.original. And 


- — thatthis: vil of the firſt ock( 1mean 4 
=_.Y ited. irito all Mankin@, nog: 
: gall = oy 


their- Ernit, but ruining and wh i 
ranches ;- the Apoſtle ſhews us ij 

f pager rekar the two Adams; F 

. #V herefore as.by one manſCone,not on 
fed in ſpecie,, one repreſenting th 


N entred inte the worltl,Ne 
only; .but-by. propagation ; and thi 
ath and Ruin ppon all the Branches; 

the EPS II en 
leaſz , yet they are fair 
eautiful”. ; a man that Jooks up 
,and doth.notknowe: what Frvit it. is, woult 7 
ge > dby its ſhewand ow to be excellentFrutt'}. | 

Rakes fairer ſhew oftentimes than the beſt] $ 
wdmoſt wholeſom Frnitdoth- Exen fo, thoſe na«[ 4 
eaiGils node ments.which ſomer naregene-F” 
xa: c Pexidns ave,leem.exceedingtairto theEye,J 5 
© "Dy Sou to be.delired, What 9 pp alities} 
| have ſ me meer natural men.and women ?.What Þ 
a:Wingin Affability hambleCondeſcention, Meck] 7 
.nEfs, Rig eouſneſs, ingenious Tenderneſs and{ 
'Sweetneſs of Nature. !* As it was ( Hyperbolic. "| 
anangh), oo of one, 1n hoc homine, non peccavs 
| *  Hddans 
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Ao as. erect nh Ie nx BP. 4 
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us 


| Bi? LY art 


gs and fit 
them- 


LQOt © SEiS7 of 
Tv jy 'own en ; 


Eg W 
ebanFaks cots Jowhj —__ 
I: ts dowa theſe Crab-ſtocks With-+2 
reſt,by cauſe he values then notan more then © 
| oOrns and Brambles amon whic 549 3. ne 

as as little will God regard or ha- > 
Eerie how much ſoever they. are laden 


Juch Fruit,  . The .threatning js ww ty 
6:p/1 
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bkey 7 F haerer ic be pgs rey advantage oo 
pl ANG "SIONAL 
* nn Towapoks 


Fo 03s 


1h To Ware ethendo I 26s 
{7% in my naru ripe ſhmetirs2 
Thaygh Iha have a-hetter attire thay 
Riad wb NT 5 Go bers have, yet-it is4 curſed 
_ 7 , Ba re Gl." Theſe: ſweet Qualitics 
is, do on! ag. but not Killthe- 


| 5 PI witore) | am” ut a relied UG 
4 bay = S, 
; 3 5 'Y 'F , $ by 
3 3.3 HB p hg 34 
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Tor > tt wt Ae 4 oo oe 


he Day. op udp; Ar 
 Fhaveantimble m 
*< nee es wi | Rig 
| ef Th RN nk carried 1. 
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| Fin as 168 > a5 Tam ignorant of Chriſt and the 


eneration? my hes often aked 
My ay, dope / 


whe hen did my PÞ » for Sin 
& O iny Sout, thou Eriogclt a pity yr 
tk ic {cher amevts to appeat befo 


i re God, 
0.4 Muck as that ate Agas. did, when he was to 
* | Eme beforeSzhuel,and fondly conceitly that theſe 
2 will procure *favour'or (at From 


- but hink not- for all that,the bit 
of Dexh Fc Sy nat withta. thy . elf, Wl 
a<caft fuck'a one as I into HelP Shall a manof 


d fach Parts be.'Damned? Alas ! Juſtice will hew 
thee to pieces,as Samuel did that ſpruce Kinggand 
| wor abate thee the leaſt, for theſe EE 5, .1Nany 
4 | Thouland Branches af Nature, as. itful 
\ | 2s thy felf, ate row. blazing in HAY, e not 
fraaſplanted by Regeneration 1ato Chriſt; ind if 
je ſpared.not. them, neither will he ſpare thee, 
il "2.1 am a poor | deſpiſed Shrub, _ _ _ . 

| barchess no 0 ory at all in me g- Reftefiion, 
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TI if lefrmany Toe Bens Br anal al on kheir 
one ſtack.to Piet of} is wrath to allEternity! 
[/D Grace ! for ever to be b, #4 / Ah, what ht 
tuvel to be thankfol to\free Grace, and for eyer - | 
5 | to walk humbly with my God; .the Lord 4 

; | ava choſey an vnlikely,: rugged, uapolliſht 

reas I at, that Pride may or.cter he hia 
$ 1] from mine Eyes, ind that L may ; Bloxy 3 in his 
$1] preſence, 1 Cor. 1. 29. I now. ha ve e advan & 
14 ofa better Root and Soyl walls any. carnal P 

-Y | Inthy i it. will theref6re: be'a greatar \Mame to me 
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e common my ſcituation good, _. 
His branches many, of bimfelf Wood.” 
And luke a Cedar by River fed, © 
Unto the Clouds. f 3 ample bes fits. 
Sin ſmote bis ice, We bin 
And levePd ih » wi his lofty. 
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+] Leſt I for ever be cut off from thee.- 
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] PV hertere yout Puid or Graſt;thereim you ſte, 1 
' rake Chriſt ay adder a4 annes Fe. | 


: OBSERVATION. '1 
W* en the Husbandman hath prepared his- 
Graffs in the Seaſon of the year, he carries 
- | them, with the Tools that: are neceffary for that 
work, to the Tree or Stock he intends to i 
and having cut off thi top-of the Limb, in ſome- 
ſtraight ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his Knife 
or Chiſſel a little beſide the pin knocks in his - 


| Wedge to keep it open, then ( .baving-prepared. 
2 #he Graff,he carcfully ſets it intathe cleft, Pants 
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Theſotender" Clogs + quicdy take hold of of 
Stock, ant” having” i Coalition wit 
| drigksin Its Sap, concoQt it rmeruy aye 
- thrive better, and_ bear mareand be 
| _ Fruits than ever they world have done npalſy 
their natural Root; yea; the ſmalleſt Bud, cigh | 
carefully inoculated and bound cloſe to the Seoy ; 
- will -ia ſhort time becomea wagn and fru 


» ad 
| APPLICATION; - - I 
THis carries a meſt ſweet and lively reſeny 
blance of. the Souls Union with Chriſt "N 
\Fliths and i there is nothing in hature Tha; 
ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-myſter y like itgys 
'Tis a Thoufandpities tliat-any who are implopyy 
- ed about, orars bur: Spettators of ſuch an. Toa fer, 
-- ſhould terminate their thoughs ( as too many doJfp: 
in that. natural- objet}, -amid' not raiſe up th | | 
bleaom to: theſe Heavenly meditations, which 
pau emmy eh "5 'G 
- :£47When' a a mdernren to bengrafted. or a Budh: 
iinoccalardd7ioiwf cut- er reg. ons Knife from 
_the_'Freg.on which it naturally grew. 7” 
4} : And-when-the Lord intends to-geafta Soul i r 
Chriſt, the firſt work about ivis:gutting AK, 4 Lo 


2- 37; their Hearts were cnt by. —_  y— 4 
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Tho hiwoenty'vofe of. earthly tings. 243 
fetcortine; nb Sout united with Chriſt without a 
reins fond of ia miſery; Jolorn6's, g..: 
begs: 2. | When: the tender '{hoor-is cut off from the 
ryan ary 
ry as promiſing and'vigo- 
Jha ys © thay wich 3s taken; barlir: Rd No 
ig band Han-ro cliuſe this;and Jeave them, { 
Pt bs v6rf6 irisin'the removing, or tranſplanting 
$3 Soul by Converſion;it texves many. behind it in 
ſtate vttNatyreas: liketyand: promiſing as it 
AN but ſo it pleaſeth God' to take this Soul, and 
$ nieny: others 35 yea; oftenſuch av-grew upon 

x ſarne 'Root ;lmean, the immediate” Parent-, 
al. 21: 11/245! not Eſau Jacob?s brother ( ſaith the 

4 oh loved Jacob, and. 1 hated Eſau. 1: 5 
hen Xhe-Graffs are:cut off; .in order to 
.4CErtical Fae with themg fthey 


x | tharafted, take not 
| te the det, as peel NE be 
and w rem ſbck A white , 
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j&5s0 when Xevdera work of Convition, - 
Fit i a Critical time P+ contymat fron 2 one havie 1 | 
TIYowa thin <O i ++ ep never: recovered. a 


# >aho} Thats incieed a-time ſtood like dead 
[% ffs in the Noek; by: an external: dead-hearted 
eame to any thing's and as 
win err off _ Nw ſtork;ur 

«+ ran do theie; 1 2: 19.41 
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as they are. And truly it-concerns the Servants of 
the Lord, who are imployed in this work of ins. 
grafting. Souls i into Chriſt, to make all the haſte 
they can;to the convicted Sinner-to a cloſure 
with Chriſt, As ſoon as ever the trembling Jaylor 
cried, hat $hall- F do'to: be ſaved? Pan, and Silas 
immediately dire& him to Chriſt, A+ -16. 2-20;30 
They do thy: it's too ſoon for thee-to a& 
Faith on Chriſt, thou art not yet humbled enang 
but believe in the Logd: Jejus Chriſt, and thou thats 
be ſaved. 
.' Fhere aniſt-be ariinciſſion madcin the ſtock 
before any Bud can be /inocculated,. or the ſtack 
muſt be cut and cleaved, -before- the Cyon cay 
be ingrafted, according to.that in the Poet. Feng 
rit in tio, fac ramunt ramus adoptes. (i: 
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The heawenly. uſe of earthly things. 35 
by to another ;- o that, look as the Graff is really 
in the ſtock, and the Spirit. or Sap of the ſtock is 
really in the Graff, ſo a Believer is. really (thovgh 
myſtically). in Chriſt : : and the Spirit of Sant 
really communicated- to a Believer. 7 };ve, 
Paul, yet net I, but Chriſt liveth in me, Gal:2.20. He 
oe dwelletb in lour, dwelleth m God, and God m- 
,1 John 4.16. + 
= Graffs are bound to the ſtock by Bondsmade 
of Hay or 'Flags ; theſe keep it ſteddy, elſe the 
Wind would loofe it out. of the-ſtock. --- 

4. The Believing Souls alfo faſtened to-Chriſt_by 

Bands, which will ſecure it from all danger of be- 

ing looſed off from bim any more, There are twe 

Bands of this Union, the Spirit on God's part, 

this is the firm Bond of Union; without. which 

we _ ones be —_ one: ior parry gs > 

9. If any man bave not Sperit of Chrs 15. 1098 

of bis ng Faith on 68r: party, Eph. 3. 17. That 

4 }ukh my dwell in. your bearts by Faith. Theſe hold 
on 

vt 8. Tho the ſtock be-ano and-the ſame, yet alt 

f Graffs do not thriveand flouriſh -alike in:itz; fome - 
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row thereſt;and thoſethat grow. nota. well 
others.do,zthe fault is in them,and-nat inthe 
' Kock : So it is my Souls really-united to'Chriſds - 
M-donetfieuriſh alikean him, the Faith of ſome - 

__ (execedirigly, 2 Thefc 1.3. the-things/that- 
wKjiaothersare: GEIVE Rev. —— | 
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Fa ine Chriſt, Q my Soul ? fall down and | 
SES moved fo freely] 
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"wu of earth chives. : ty | 
ml iod-eo tho ond a5 dirt pure "i 
Bs _ PHow dear aft thou then, ©. 
pl, to the God and Father of -my Lord; 
: Kept his dear Son ! What 
| wit ingratiated ? 
nw | £6; All is yours (ſalth'o1 etl )for ye are Che) 
4+ i God's, 1/Cor.' 3; 23; 5 
Js, ote-theh w-matter of Inſtracipg, 
l Jy! A Cofort optthie rac ervation'Se 
&] — Proc on Honour 1 
is moſt intimate Union with his DO 
my SodfY-that thou five'and EY | 
thus one” with the Lord thou tender 
x Gloty ; | Doth not —_ 7 Rr Rrikes op at 
"Nook ftrike at the very Li of the G 
Mod ſhalt not that which ſtrikes-ar the yery: 


» of Chriſt, tenderly'touch arid affect hee ?Yes. 
Ke cho: tenderly affe&ed with all the'Reprodches - 
; fall upon? hiny from abroad, but. 1Pcal 2 
ID wich thoſe that redound 2o'hinvfroin thine 0 | 
| dfraltfalnchs, diſgrace not- the; ae | 
; Woes thee Ter #-whRt it fiid; that 'I 
ex | 
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2 Me from my native place, 

\ - This was itht'whndes of thy love, 
"The triumph of 
Thit 74 wild and turſed Plant 

_ -* Should thus preferred-be, ** | 

Who a thoſe Orfiaments do waxt, 
© Thow miſt ir others fee, © 

As long as &re'the Root doth live, 
' The. Brinches are 110t dry ; 
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ſtones opon the ground below,  whichr beir 
I'd to a heap,arecarried to the Poun; 
to pieces in; 'a'T rough, and ſqueez'#to- "es" 
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* pdo Husbantry Spiritudized Or, 
APPLICATION. 
His ſmall remains of:/Fruit; which are eithg 
left upon the Tree, or gatner'd in for 2 

hoard;do well reſemble that-ſmall number of Go 
Ele in the World, whickt Free Grace hath re 
ſerved out of :the general ruin of Mankind. Foy 
things are excellently ſhadowed -torth, to us b; 
this ſimilitude. | 

x. You ſee in a fruxful Autumn,the Tree evet 
opprelſt and over-laden with the weight, of thei 
own Fruits before the ſhaking time come,and the 
they are eaſed of their burden. They the whok 


Creation groans under the weight of their” ſins 


who inhabit it, Kom.8,22.the Creatures are 1n Bog 
dage,and by an Elegant Proſopopera, , arg ſaid, bo 
to-groan and wait for. deliverance. The Origina 


Sin of Man'brought an Original Corſe,.which hur 
dens the Creature, 'Gen.3.17. Curſed 1s the ground 
for thy ſake ; and the AQuval Sin of Man brings Adti 
val Curfes-upon the Creature, P/al. 107. 34, 1-buy 
the Inhabirants of the World load and burdeq ih 

” as the Limbs of a Tree are burdened, and ſome 
>. times broken with the weight of thair own Fruit? 
.* 2; You may obſerve it in your Orchards every 

=» year, what abundance of Fruits daily fall, eithe 
by Storms, or of their own.accord ; but, when the 
ſhaking time comes,then the I covered al 
over with Fruit. Thus-it is witMhe World, that 
Myſtical Tree,with reſpe& to Men that inhabit it; 

- there is not a year, day or hour, in which ſonic 
- drop not.as it were,of their own accord by a na 
” turaldeath ; and ſometimes Wars,andEpidemical 
.. Plagues blew down thouſands together into thels 
AMES. * * Graves; 
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” . The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 241 
3raves ; theſe are as high Winds in a fruitful Or- 
ard, but when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of 
e World comes, then all its Inhabitants ſhall be 
ken down together, either by Death, or a 
franſtation equiyolent thereunto. | 
#3. When Fruits are ſhaken down” from their 
rees, then the Husbandman feparates them ;'the 
ar greater part for the Pound, and ſome few he 
eſerves for an hoard, which -are"brought to his 
able, and eaten with pleaſure, This excellently 
dows forth that great ſeparation, which Chriſt 
nll make in the end of the World, when ſome 
ll be caſt into the Wine-preſs of the Almighties 
rath, and others preſerved for Glory. 
4. Thoſe Fruits which are preſerved on the 
xee, Or in the hoard, are comparatively but an 
;dful to thoſe that are broken in the Pound. 
as ! *tis ſcarce'one of a thonſand, and ſuch a 
N D—— of Elected Souls hath God reſerved 
 G10TY, 
Tlook apon the World as a great Tree, conſiſt- 
of four large Limbs or Branches ; this Branch 
EDiviſion of it on which we grow, hath doubtleſs 
greater number of God's Ele& upon it, than the 
her three 3 and yet when I look with a ſerious 
conſidering Eye upon this fruitful European 
anch, and ſee how much rotten and withered 


wit there grows vÞon it,it makes me ſay as Chry- 
om did of his populous Antioch, Ah, how ſmall 
remnant hath Feſus Chriſt among theſe vaſt num- 
$1! Many indeed are called, but, ah, bow few 

choſen ! 'Mat. 20, 16. Alas! they are but as 
eglcanings when the Vintage is done; bereand 
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that ſearching Scholar ( Mr. Zrierwood ) long fir 


made npon the World, that dividing it into thit- 


.equal parts,he found no leſs than nineteeu of th 
wholly overſpread with 1dolatry and Heathen 
-darkneſs ; and of the eleven remaining parts, 
Jeſs than fix are Mabometans : fo that there rema' 


"but five of thirty, which profeſs the Chriſtian R. 
_ligion at large ; and the far greater part of thi 
remaining five,are invellop'd and drowned in #: 


Piſh darkneſs; ſo that you ſee the Reformed P 
Feſtant Religion is confined to a fſinall ſpot of grou 


indeed, Now, if from theſe we ſubſtra@. all 
-grofly ignorant, openly profane, meerly civil,a 


Jecretly hypocritical ;. judge then in your ſelv. 
how ſmall a ſcantling of theWorld falls to Chrili 


ſhare ? 


and few there be that find it  And'again, Luke 1 
32. Fear not, little, little flock. - The large pit 
goes to the Devil, little remnant is Chriſt's, 
9. 27. Saints in Scripture are called Fewels, M 


3. 17, Prectous-Pearls and Diiamonds,which & 


Latines call Vniones. Qui aulli duo ſamul repert 
tur ( faith Pliny ) becauſe. naggre gives them 
by pairs, but one by one. How many Pebbles 
© one Pearl? Suitable to this notion, is that 
plaint of the Prophet, 2c. 7.1,2. Wo is-me, 
am as when they bave gathered the Summer Fruits 


ol 


the Grape gleanings of the Vintage, there is no clufl 


#02gt ; my Soul red the firſt ripe fruits ;, the g1 
m 


there one uport its outmoſt Branches. Toally/. 
.t0 that, 1.17.6. It was a ſad Obſervation whi- Þ. 


Well might Chriſt ſay, Mat. 7. 14. Narron' 
#be way, and ſtrait 15 the gate,that leadeth unto Ii” 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 243 
man is periſhed out of the earth, and there is none (i.e. 
- |-none comparatively ) upright among men. The 
Prophet alludes to a poor hnngry man, that after 
-/Þ& the gathering time is paſt, comes into an Orchard 
defiring ſome choice Fruits to eat, but- alas ! he 
'"Bfinds none ; there is no Cluſter ; pbſſibly here and 
J there a ſingle Saint, like a ſingle Apple, here and 
'"Fithere one after the ſhaking time. True Saints 
e the World's Rarities. 2h 


REFLECTLONS: 
'$* 1. Whatthen will be my Lot, 
when that great ſhaking time ſhall _, A Refledion 
'Ftome,who have followed the multi- me 
\ Finde,and gone with the Tyde of the ample. df tho 
World !How even when I bave been multitude. 
|: [_- to ſtrictneſs and fingular di- 
| 'Fligence in the matters of Salvation,and told what 
'Fa narrow way the way of Life is, have I put it off 
'Ivith this; if it be ſo, then wo to Thouſands. Ah, 
1} fooliſh Heart ! Thouſands and ten Thouſands ſhall 
CY be wofal and miſerable indeed to allEternity. Will 
adYitbe any mitigation to my miſery,that I ſhall have 
Thouſands of miſerable Companions with me ig 
& FHall ? Or will it be admitted for a good pleaat the 
Jadgment- ſeat, Lord, 1 did as the generality of my 
Neighbours in the World did; except it were here 
and there a more preciſe Perſon, I ſaw none, but . 
lived as I lived. Ah, fooliſh Sinner ! Is it not bet- 
fr'go to Heaven alone, than to Hell with Com- 
pany 2 The worſt Courſes, have always the moſt 
hitators, and the Road to DeſtruQtion is throng- 


coed with Paſſengers. 
m__ - N 2 2. And 


"9 


"24% Hubaridry Spiritualized 3 Or, . 
2. And how little better is my cop-$ © 


| _ARefleftion dition? Who have often fathered the 
for an Abuler vickedneſs of my own Heart, upc | 


& 
-— 
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OY” the Incouragement of Mercy. Thu 
.bhath.my Heart pleaded againſtStriftneſs and Duty 
(God'1s a merciful God, and will not be fo ſevere On 
with the World to.Damn ſo many Thouſands we” 
are in my condition ; deluded Sonl, if God talff 
Damned the 'whole Race of Adam, he had de 
them no wrong ; yea, there 1s more Mercy in {ant7; 
ing but one Man, than there is of ſeverity and tl” 
gour in Damning_all : How many Drunkards aw 
Adulterers have lived and dyed with thy plea ult$ 
their Mouths > God 15 a merciful God ; but yet Wi 
Word expreſly ſaith, Be notideceived, ſuch ſhall 
merit the kingdom of God,z Cor.6:9. God indedlift 
is a-God of Infinite Mercy ; but he will never el$* 
erciſe his Mercy to the prejudice of his Truth. "B$ 
7H 3. O, what rich Grace is heres” 
or wes That in-a general Shipwrack Merl 
Sp, ſhould caft forth a Line or Plankt 
| | ſave me / That when millions periſh 
1 with a few more ſhould. eſcape that perditio 
Was it the Fathers good pleaſure to beſtow th 
Kingdom upon alittle Flock, and to make me onej® 
of that number ? What ſingular Obligations hathſ 
AMercy put upon my Soul! The fewer are ſaved, the 
-- "more cauſe have they that are,to admire their $x[* 
- viour ! If but one of a Thouſand had been Damnq®* 
£d, yet my Salvation would have been an at alt” 
infinite Grace ; but when ſcarce one of a Thouſand} 
are ſaved, what ſhall I c.1l that Grace, that-< Uh 


my Lot among theny? 
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I that with Dru Eyes in Autumn ſees 
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The heaps of Fruit which fall from ſhaken Trees, 
ftorms of Hail-ſtones”; 2 can bardly find 
F One of a thouſand that remains behind. 

# Metbjnks this Meditation ſhould awake 
if His Soul, and make it like thoſe Trees to ſhake. 
Of all the Cluſters which ſo lately grew 
Upon theſe Trees, bow few can they now ſhew ? 
| er one, and there another ;, two. or three 
a8 0)0n the outmoſt branches of a a Tree, 
al [rooree numbers - the Pound are born, 
weez'd im the Trough, and all to pieces tors: 
is little bandfuls s be to ſhadow forth 
b me God's remnant in. this peop'd Earth, 
Fore the whole Terreſtrial Globe 7 look, 
Tk Goſpel viſits but a little nook- 
T e reſt with borrid darkneſs overſpread, 
| faſt aſleep, yea, in tranſgreſſions dead. 
droves to Hell the Devil daily drives ; 
; Not one among ſt them once reſiſts or ſtrives. © 
; in this little Heaven-inlightned ſpot, 
he vaſt an intereſt bath Seto oo! »a 2 
«IH of Holineſs Profeſſwon 
A's, aſp that do profeſs I I take 
by Hypocrites, I fear 
o EET _ 
tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo fem, 

brather wonder that the Lend ſhould ſhew 

tercy to any ;, qarrel not. with grace, 

wo thy ff Gods gracious terms embrace. 
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When all were Shipwracht, thou ſhouldſt wonder mij 


To find thy ſelf ſo ſtrangely caſt aſhore, * Ji 


Lad there to meet with any that can tell de 


How narrowly they alfo ſcaf'd from Hell, 
T he ſmaller numbers mercy ſaves, the higher 


Ingagements [ye on thee ſbull to admire. ſel 
Had the whole ſpecies periſh'd 1m their /in, 105 
nd not one invididual ſaved been ;, ed 
Net every tongue before him muſt be mute, 
Confeſs bis righteouſneſs ; but not diſpute. F 
Or had the band of mercy which is free © ns 
Taken another, and paſs'd over. me 3 T - 
7 ſtill muſt juſtifie bim,, and my tongue 23- 
Confeſs :my "= bad done me no Gene - ith 
But if my name he pleaſe to let me ſee 
Enroll'd among thoſe few that ſaved be, 1: 
that admiration wucb mercy move 1 th 
What thanks, and praiſe, and everlaſting love, + L 
CHAP. IV. : 
Upon the Cutting down of Dead Trees. | 9 
| n 
Dead barren Trees you for the Fire prepare, | ( 
"in ſuch a Caſe ali fruitleſs Perſons are; \. 6}? P 
»e J 
OBSERVATION, | 


" A Fter many years patience, in the uſe of alt[- 
| rfieans to recover a Fruit-tree, if the Hu 
bandman ſee it be quite dead, and that'there an 
be no. more expe@ation of any Fruit fron it, he] 
brings his Axe and bewsit down by the Root ; and 


from = 


. lhe beavenly uſe of earthly FDIRgs. 
rom the Orchard it's carried to the Fire, it being 
*Fthen fit for nothing elſe ; ke reckons it impru- 
{dent to let ſuch a uſeleſs Tree abide in good ground © 
*Iwhereanother might be planted in its room that 
J will better pay for the ground it ſtands in. I my- 
»} ſelf once ſaw a large Orchard of Fair but fruit- 
Þ& lefs Trees, all rooted up, rived abroad, and rick- 


ed up for the Fire. | p 


APPLICATION. 
|; i ly deals theLord by uſeleſs and barren Pro- 
| feſſors, who do but cumber his ground, at. 
$3.10. And now alſo the Axe 15 laid to the root of 
F ithe trees ; therefore every tree that brings not forth good 
Þ fruit, is bewn down and caſt into the fire, And Luke _ 
F 13. 7. Then ſaid the + oa of the vineyard, Behold, 
this three years I came ſecking fruit on this fig-tree, and 
1 find none 5 cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground ? 
& Theſe three years, alluding to the time of his Mi- 
J niſtry, he being at that time entring upon his laſt 
half year, as one- obſerves, by harmonizing the 
Evangeliſts ; ſo long he had waited for the Fruit - -- 
of his Miniſtry among thoſe dead-hearted-Fews,z / 
now his patience is even at an end,cut them down 
F- ( faith he ) why cumber they the ground ? 1 will - 
- plant others, ( viz. the Gentiles) 19 their room. 
This hewing down of the barren Tree doth in a 
lively. manner ſhadow forth God's Judicial: Pro- 
x[-- ceedings- againſt formal and empty Profeſſors 
under the Golpe'3 and the reſemblance clearly 
holds in theſe following Particulars. be nee. 
-1-. The Tree thbat-is to be hewn down for the 
| Fire, ſtands in the Orchard among ogher flouriſh-. | 
FF | : N 4 ing? 
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ing Trees, where it hath enjoyed the benefit of 4 

= good Soyl, a ſtrong Fence, and much Culture 3 
# burbeing barren, theſe priviledges ſecure it not 
from tlie Fire. It is not our ſtanding in the viſible 
Church, by a powerle({sProfeſſion among real Saiats: 
with whom we have been allociated, and enjoyed 
the rich and excellent waterings ofOrdinances, that 
can ſecureus from the wrath of God, Mat. 3.8,9. 
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance,and think not ta 

fay within your ſelves, we have Abrahanvto our father.: 
Neither Abrabam, nor Abrabam's God, will ac-! 
knowledge ſuch degenerate Children ; if AbrabanrsFe 
Faith be not. in your Hearts,it will be no advantage} 
that Abrabam?s Blood runs in your Yeins. *T will be 

a. poor plea for Judas, when he ſhall ſtand before" 
 Ebriſt. ig Judgment, to ſay, Lord I was one of 
thy Family, I Preached for thee, I did eat an@ 
drink in thy preſence. Let theſe'Scriptures be con-" 
fulted, Mat. 7. 22. Mat. 25. 11,12, Rom. 2. 17.) 


and oe | 

2. The Husbandman doth tot. preſently cut 
+, down the Tree, becauſe it puts not forth as ſoon as 
' other Trees do, but waits as long as there is any” 
 hope,and then cuts it down.. Thus doth God wait. 
| Uvpon barrendead-hearted Perſons, from Sabbath 
; to Sabbath, and from Year to Year; for the Lord- 
bs long-ſuffering to us-ward, and not willing that 

23ny ſhould periſh, but all come toRepentance, 2 Pet. 
3. 9. Thus the long-ſuffering of God waited in * 
the days of Neab upon thoſe dry Trees, who are 
- now {moaking and flaming in Hell, 1 Pet. 3. 20, 
' Newaits long on Sinners, but keeps exat accounts * 
| year-and day of- his patience, Like 13.7. 
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The heavenly wſe of earthly" thugs. 249 ” 
Theſe three years. And Jer. 25, 3. Theſe Twenty 
three years.. ES” 
t | 3. When the time is come to cnt it down, the 
le | dead Tree cannot pofſifly refiſt the ſtroke of the 
$4J:Axe, but receives the blow,and falls before it; No- 
d || more can the ſtonteſt Sinner reſiſt the fatal ſtroke 
it | ofdeath, by which the Lord hews him down, ce). | 
2. | 8.8. There is no man tvat hath power over the Spirit to 
jo | retain the Spirit ;, neither bath be power in the dy of 
ij death, and thefe 15 10 diſcharge in that war, When 
;- {the paleHorſe comes,away you mult ints the Lang - 
Fo Darkneſs : Though thoucry with Adrian,O my 
joor-Soul, whither art thou going! Die thou muſt; 
thou barren Profeſfor ; though it were better for- 
Fthce to do any thing elſe than to die. What a 
dreadful ſcreech will thy Conſcience give,when'it 
wes theAxe at thy Root ! And-ſay to thee as it is, ©.. 
gEzck, 7, 6. An end is come, theend- is come ; it 
Yaatcheth ſor thee, behold it is come; O, ſaid- Henry . 
Reanford, ( that rich and wretched Cardinal, Bi- 
ſhop of YFinceftcry, and: Chanceller of England: -. 
when he perceived whereto he: muſt.) wherefore. 
I die? If the whole Realm would ſave my 
fe, I am able - either by Policy to-get it; or by 
IRickes to buy it,. Fye ( quoth he )- will-not Death: - 
be hired ? Will Riches do nothing ? No, neither; © | 
FRiches nor Policy. can then avail... - « | 
4. : That fide to-which the Tree leaned moſb-: 
ile it ſtood, that way it will fall. when is is cut. - 
 Jdown ;...and as it falls ſo it; lyes, whether-tothe. © 
-Fdath..or North, Ecclef; - 11. 3. © So it-fates-witht «- 
| Ftheſe Myſtical Trees, | mean fruitleſs Profeſſors: -. 
| Jilad theichicarts and AffeRtion iaclined'and begs, | 
ef: 4 A” 
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e& Heaven-ward whilſt they lived, that way no 
doubt they had fallen at their death 3 but as their 
Hearts-inclined to fin, and even bended to the 
World, fo when God gives the fatal ſtroke, they: 
muft- fall Hell-ward and Wrath-ward; and how 
dreadful will ſuch a fall be ? 

5. When thedeadTree is carried-ont of the Or- 
ehard,it, ſhall never be among the living Trees of 
theOrchard any more; many years it-grew among 
them, but now ii ſhall never have a place there a-{ 
gain. And when the barren Profeſſor is carried} 
' ont of the World by death, he ſhall never be affo-J 
ciated with the Saints any more. He may then ſay," 
Earewel all ye Saints among whom I lived, an& 
with. whom- I ſo often heard, faſted. prayed. IF 
ſhall never ſee your Face more, Mat. 8. 11, 12, } 
fay:unto you, that- many ſhall come from the Eaſt, and 
Weſt, and North, and South, and ſhall [it down with : 
AbrahamygIſaac and Jacob,in the kingdom of Heaven 
kut the Childrn: of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt forth intoÞ 
et? darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping, and wailing, 
aud gnaſhing of Feeth. 

* 8, "When thedeadTree is carried ont of the Or- 
or are Husbandman cuts off his Branches, and |. 

_ nives him aſundey with his Wedges. This alfois] 
the'Lot of barren Profeſſors. Thr Lord of that Ser- 
warns will: come in a day when be looketh not for bim,, 
and will eut him aſunder ;, he ſhall, be difſeRted, or | 
cnt abroad Zuke 1 2, 46. EU! 

Nhys therefore conſider this, ye that forget God; 
itt Ftear Cor rend ): you. in pieces, Pſa. 50, 22: 
©:direfot day when the ame hand which-planted, 
peaned, and watered. thee ſo lopg,and ſo ys . 
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-F ſhall now ſtrike mortal ſtrokes at thee, and that 


| without pity : For be that made them will not have © © 3 
mercy on them, and he that formed them will ſhew 


I them no favour. Ia, 27. 11. For the day of mercy 
a 4s over, and the day of his Wrath isfully-come. 

7, When this Tree is cleav'd abroad, then it's 
rotten, hollow inſide appears,which was the'cauſe 
j | of its barrennels ; it looked like a fair and found, 
o bodied Tree, but now all may ſee bow rotten it is 
| at the heart : So will God in that day, when he 
{ſhall diſſect the barren Profteſſor,diſcover the rot- 
LS tenneſs of his Heart,and unſoundnefs of his Prin- 
T | ciples and End ; then they who never ſuſpeted 

4 him before, ſhall ſee - what a hollow and rotten < 
{hearted Profeſſor he was; | | 

8, Laſtly, The fruitleſsTree is caſt into theFire. 

. This alfo is the end and fad iſſne of formality 
* 15. 6, Mets caſt forth as a branch, and 1s whithered, 
| and men gather them. and caſt them into the fire, and 
"they are burned. This is an-undoutbed truth, that 
7 there is no Plant -in God's- Vineyard, but he wilt * 
'F have glory from it by bearing Fruit, or glory on 
2 | is-by burning in the Fire. * In'this Fire ſhall = 8 
& | lye gnaſbing their theetb, Luke 1 3'38; and that both + 
i 4 io indignation againft the Saints, whom they ſhall 
-. | ſee inglory, and againſt Jeſus Chriſt, who would - 
1. not fave them ; and againſt rhemſelves, for loſing - 
jr 1 fo fooliſhly the opportunities of Salvation; : -Do- > | 

4 you behold: when you fit by the Fire, the froth -? 
4 | that boyls out of thoſe flaming Logs ?- O think of =; 
+ that foam and rage of thefe undone Creattures,-, 
1. foaming- and gnaſhing their Teeth in that. Fire 2 
.- Which is not quenched, 04444 9. 44. er 
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How often have I paſſed by ſuch? 
A Refietion barren Trees with a more barren 7 
Heart?As little thinking fuch aTree "Ju 


fox & Formal 


Whore. to be the Emblems of my ſelf, as Ne- 
techadnezzar did, when he ſaw that Tree in a 


Dream which repreſented himfelf, and ſhadowed ' 


rth ro him his enſuing miſery, Dan. 4.'1 3. But, 
Oh my Conſcience ! my drouzy,fleepy Conſcience! 
"wet thou but tender and faithful to me, thou 
would make as round and terrible anApplicatt- 
ea of ſach a Spectacle to- me, as the faithful Pro- 
het: did. to him. v, 22, And thus wouldſt thou, 

my Soul, bemoan thy condition / 

Poor wretch, here I grow for. a litte time, a- 


Renown; but I am none of them, I was never 


planted a right Seed.; fome green and flouriſhing! 


Leaves of Profeſſion indeed I have, which deceive: 
others, but God camnpt be deceived; he ſees I am 
fruitleſs and rotten at the heart, Poor Soul, what 
will thine end be but burning } Behold, the Axe 
tyeth by. tay Root, and wonder it is, that there it: 
Hould lye ſo long, and 1 yet ſtanding ! ſtill mercy: 
pleads for a frai els Creature ; Lord, ſpare it one 
year tonger.. Alas ! he need. ſtrike no great blow 
- - $0; ruin. me, his. very Breath blows to.deſbruion; 
Feb 4. 9. A frown; of his Face can blaſt and ruin 
+ , me; 2/4. 30.6, He is.daily ſolicited by his-Juſtice 
to. hew.me down, and yet Eſtand. Lord, cure 
WY Barrenneſs.; I know thou . hadſt rather ſeo 
© Erwit, than Fire upon ae, Th 
F.-. 


mong the Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Plants of I 
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TF « vp bmgy and patiente you can ſee 
JF; hopes of Fruzt, down £0es the barren Tree, 
W 17 vil not ſuffer Trees that are unſound, 
Ard barren too, to cumber uſeful ground. 
be fatal Axe is laid unto the root, 
Wits fit for fire, when unfit for fruit | 
But though this be a dead and barren Tree, 
Reader, 1 would. not have it ſ0 to thee. - 
May is to thee this ſerious thought ſu gh eee; 
- | /1 all the Orchard this dead Trees t 
Think on it ſadly, lay it cloſe to heart, 
 Thts ts the ok; in which thou waſt, or art. 
If fo thou waſt, but now doſt Irve and grow 
And bring forth fruit what praiſe and thanks doftC. 
To that wiſe Husbandman that made thee ſo!(oweX, 
0 think when Juſtice lifted up its _ 
" "How mercy did then interceeding ſtand 
How pity did on thy behalf appear, 


To beg repriv "year. 
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al for ano | 
Stop Lord, forbear him ; all bope 1s not paſty 
He can but be for fire at the laſt. | 
Though many Sermons, many a gracious call . p 
He hath reſiſted like a brazen W, 
The next may win bim. when thy Grace ſhall. raiſe; 
Unto it felf a" Monument EF - ens 
How ſhould this Meditation 

' The heart of bim that hath ſuch mercy "1 | 

But if thou ſfill remain a.harren Tree, 

_ as in a-mirrour, thou maiſt ſet... 

wretched ſtate, when. Fuſtice at a blow, 
Het God's patience im hinge overthow.._ 


And canſt thok beart it.\.can thy bear indure 
To think of everlaſting -burnings * ſure 

This muſt thy lat, thy fearful. portion be, v1 
If thou continue ſtill a barren Tree, LV 
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INTRODUCTION 
| To THE 
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Husbandzy, 


l N OW from: the pleafant Orchard let us walk 


VN Aturn#ith' Fields, and there converſe and talk 
ith Cows and Horſes, they can teach us ſome 
Choice Leſſons, though irrational and dumb. - 
Reader*s weary, yet I do not fear _ 


| Tobe forſaken by oxe Reader be. - || 
' Hell dorbtleſs ſtay to hear what queſtzons-1 - 

| d to Beaſts, and bow they make reply. 
_The fatted Ox, and pamper d Horſe you ride; | | 

{ 


Their Cardeſs 74, er for bis care thus. chide. - 
Thi Cares Maſter fr is cre thus ide. 
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| Upon the Husbandman's Care for his Cattel 


' More care for Horſe and Oxen many take 
Than for their Souls, or deareſt Childrens-ſake. 


_ — 
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OBSERVATION. 


Any Husbandmen are-exceſſively careful-a- 
bout their Cattel, riſingchemſelves early,or 
cauling their Servants to riſe betimes to provinder 
and dreſs them. Much time is. ſpent in ſome 
Eonntreys,intrimming-and adorning their Horſes 
with curious Trappings and plumes of Feathers 


.and if at any time a Beaſt be ſick, what care is: 


taken to recover and heal them ? You will be 
fure they ſhall want nothing that is neceſſary for, 
them; yea, many will chaſe rather to want them- 
flves, than ſuffer their Horſes ſo to do ; and take- 
agreat deal of Comfort to fee them thrive. and 
proſper under their hands. 
ry APPLICATION.- 
Wat one ſaid of Bloody Herod, who-ſlew {o-- . 
' many Children at B#tblebem, That it were 
better to be his Swine,than-his Son, may be truly 
enough applyed to ſome Parents and Maſters, who- 
take leſs care for the ſaving-theSouls of their Chil-- -- 
dren and Servants, than they do for the Bodies of  ; 
thoſe Beaſts which: daily feed at their Stalls and 
Sn Many hoes de who-do lyrevragce $o that: 


*w—_ 


256 Hiaibordy Shiitaalized; Or, 
Souls, as Facob did, with refpe@ to the preſervati-[yea 
on of their Bodies, when he put all the Herds of for 
Cattel before,and his wive$and little ones behind, | © 2 
+ Whewent to meet his Brother Eſau, *Tis a weighs | anc 

ty aying ofa grave Anthor ; 7P:Jtel, 
Fenk. on Fude wile ingratitude to rejoyce when Cattel | ho 
part 2:P«170-. multiply, and yepine when Children in- | Ev, 
| —_ : 14s Heatheniſh diſtruſt fulnes to 
fear, that he who provides for your Beaſts, will nat 
provide for your Children, and it"s no leſs than unnatu- 
ral cruelty to be careful of the Bodies of Beaſts, and 
careleſs of the Souls of Children. Let us but a little: 
compare your care and diligence in both reſpeQs, 
and fee in a few. Particulars, whether you do in- | 
deed value your own, or vour Children and Ser- tab 
vants Soyls, as you do the Life and Health of a j- 


1, Your care for your very Horſes is expreſſed! 
early, whilſt they are but Colts, and not come to-Yu 
do youany Service; you are willing to be at pains Fi 
and coſt, to. hive them broken and brought to Fi 
their way. This is more then ever many of them 
did for their Chikdrer; they. can ſee. them wild 
and profane, naturally taking a ſtroke or way ak 
wickedneſs, but yet never were at any pains or 
colt to break them ;, theſe muſt be fondePd and 
cockered up in the natural way of their own 
| coruption,and wickedneſs, and. not a.Red or Rey 

" Proof uſed to break them of it. | 
| *'Tis obſerved of. the Perſians; that. þ hei 
_ Elei's Mir. p, they: -put out their Children. to. Þ fol 

496. Schoot as ſoon1as they canld fpeak,, 

and. would, not. ſee. them in- ſeven) 
YEarF-; 


T -. The heavenh uſe of earthly thinks. 57 
5 ears after, leſt their Indulgence ſhould do them 
ſt, 
dj 2. You keep your conſtant ſet times, Morning. 
and Evening, to feed; water; and dreſs your Cat- 
tel, and will by no means negle& it once ; but 
how many times*have you negleted Aornmg and 
Evening Duties in your Families? Yea, how ma- 
ny be there, whoſe very Tables, in reſpeQ of any 
Worſhip God hath there,do yery little differ from 
the very Cribs and Mangers at which their Horſes 
ed ? As ſoon as you are up in a Morning, you 
are with your Beaſts before you have been with 
your God ; how little do ſuch differ from Beaſts? 
And happy were it,if they were no more accoun- 
table to God than their Beaſts are ? 
= The end of your care,coſt and pains about your 
JCattel is, that they may be ſtrong for labour, and 
the more-ſerviceable to you ; thus you comply 
with the end of their Beings. But how rare a thing 
Sit to find theſe men as careful to fit their Po- 
ſerity to be uſeful and ſerviceable to God: in their | 
Generations, which is the end of their Beings ? 
Ifyou can make them rich, and proyide good 
matches for them, you reckon that you have fully 
diſcharged the Duty of Parents ; if they will Icarn 
to hold the Plow, that you are willing to teach 
{them ; but when did you ſpend an hour to teach 
| them the way of Salvation ? 
Now to convince ſuch careleſs Parents of the 
| heinouſneſs of their Sin, let theſe four Queries be 
{ folemnly conſidered. | 
Qu. 1. Whether this bea ſufficient diſcharge of 
that great Duty whichGod bath laid upon Chriſti- 
) | an 
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anPareats, in reference to their Families ? That 
- -God hath charged them with the Souls of -their 
Families is undeniable, Deut.6. 6,7. Eph. 6.4. If 
God had nat cloathed you with his Authority to 
command them.in theway of the Lord, he would 

_ never have charged them fo ſtrictly to yield you J t 
obedience as he hath done, Eph. 6.1. Col. 3. 20,f j 
Well, a great truſt is-repoſed in you, look to your I 1 
Duty, for, without diſpute you ſhall anfwer for Þ'1 
[ 

{ 

| 


IT. 
Qs. 2, Whether it. be likely, if the time off 
Youth (which is the moulding Age) be neglected, 
they will be. wrought upon to any good after- 
wards? Husbandmen, let me put a ſenſible Caſe to: 
you? Do not you ſee.in your very Horſes, that 
whilſt they are young, you can bring; them to anyJ; 
way ; but if once they have got a falſe ſtroke, and} 
by long cuſtom it be grown natural to them, theag 
there is no breaking them of it : Yea, you ſee iti 
your very Orchards,you may bring a tender twigh: 
to grow in what form you pleaſe; but when lf” 
grown to a:ſturdy limb, there is no bending it ab 
terwards to any other form than what it naturakJ- 
ly-took, Thus it-is with Children, Prov. 22.64 - 
Train up a-Child in the way he ſhould go, and when| 
'  beiis old be will-ust depart from it.. YL 
Qs. 3, Whether, if you-negleQ toinſtruQt them 
in the way of the Lord, Satan, and their own na 
tural-Corruptions:will not inſtru& them in the 
- Way to-Hell ? Confider this-ye-careleſs Parents; il -. 
you will not teach your Children, the Devil wif” 
teath them; at you ſhew them not: how to Pray, iq” 
will ſhew them bow to Curſe and Swear, and taxq 
L | ts 
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the Name of the Lord in vain ;if- you grudge time _ 
and pains abont their Souls, the Devil doth: nor, 
tf Oh, *tis a_ ſad conſideratign, that ſo many Chills _ _ 
'to | dren ſhould Þe.put to School to the Devil! 
uld } _ 2. 4 What comfort are you like to have from 
7/00 | them when they are old, if you bring them aot up 
20, 18 the nurture and admonition of the Lord when 
2ur | they are young ? Many Parents have lived to reap ., 
tor "in their 01d Ape, the fruit of their own folly and. - 
careleſsneſs, in the looſe and vain Education of 
ofÞ their Children. By Licurgus his Law, no Parent” 
dF was to be relieved by his Children in Age, if he 
cr-$ gave them not good Education in their Youth z - 
oF and it is a Law at this day among the Switzers , . 
(4 That if any Child be condemned to die for a Ca-.. * 
} pacal Offence, the Parents of that Child are to be 
eg "bis Executioners ; theſe Laws were made to pro- - 
eg yoke Parents. to look better to their Charge. Be- 
"lieve this as an undonbted Truth ; That that 
+ Child which becomes (through thy default ) an 
by” Inſtroment to diſhonour Ged, ſhall prove ſooner 
af or later a Son or Daughter of Sorrow to thee. 
"1 REFLECTIONS... 
6 1. God hath found out my ſin this A hates 
M 
1d 


day. This hath been my praQice e- 
'Ver ſince I had a Family Ry = OO 
nj to my Charge ; I haye ſpent more 

- time-and pains about the Bodies of my Beaſts,than 
ne- the Souls of my Children ; Beaſt that 1 am for ſo 
iJ-.gdoing ;-little have I conſidered the preciouſneſs 
ug of my own, or their Immortal Souls. How. careful 
ng” have1 been to provide Fodder to preſerve my Gat 1 
tel inthe Winter,whilſ 1 leave my.ownand En | 
WF: | $3 
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Souls to periſh to Eternity, and make no provili- 
on for them ? Surely my Children will one day 
- Curſe the time that ever they were born unto ſuch 
+ a cruel Father, or -of ſuch a mercileſs Mother, 
Should I bring home the Plague into my Family, 
and live to ſee all my poor Children lie dead by 
the Walls, if Lhad not the heart of a Tyger, ſuch 
a ſight would melt my Heart; and yet the death 
of their Souls, by the Sin which 1 propagated to 


that periſheth ! 
2. But unhappy wretch that I am 


for the Diſce® the Off-ſpring of Religious and ten- 
- a der Parents,who have Sn deeply 
laſting fate of my Soul ; many Prayers 
- and Tears have they ponred out to God for me, 
"both in my hearing as well as in ſecret ; many ho- 
ly and wholſom Counſels have they from time to 
time dropt upon me ; many precious Examples 
have they ſet in their own praQtice before me ; 
*. many atime when I have ſinned againſt the Lord, 
bave they ſtood over me with a Rod in their 
+ Hands, and Tears in their Eyes,uſing all means to 
| reclaim me, but like an ungracious wretch I have 
' lighted all their Counſels, grieved their Hearts 
and imbittered their Lives to them, by my ſinful 
., courſes, Ah,my Soul ! thou art a degenerate Plant; 
- better will it be with the Off-ſpring of Jnfidels 
| than with thee, if Repentance prevent not ; now [ 
- live in one Family with them, but ſhortly I ſhall be 
bg ſepgrated 


them, affeAs me not ! Ah, that I could fay, I had | 
done as much for them, as I have done for a Beaſt” 


A RefleQtion God caſt a better Lot for me, lam - 


Parent. concerned themſelves in the: eyer--/ 


", 
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' | ſeparated from them, as far as Hell is from Hea- 
ven 3 they now tenderly pity my Miſery, but then 
they ſhall approve and applaud the Righteous Sen- 
tence of Chriſt upon me : So little Priviledge ſhall 
'] then have from my Relation to them, that they 
ſhall be produced as Witneſſes againſt me,\and all 
their rejeted Counſels, Reproots, and Examples, 
charged home upon me, as the aggravations of my 
wickedneſs; and better it will be, when it ſhall 
4 come to that, that I had been brought forth by a 
-'/ Beaſt.than ſprang from the Loins of ſuch Parents. 


The POE M. 

'F Our Cattel in fat Paſtures thrive and grow, 

"| There's nothing wanting that ſhould make them ſo. 
The pamper'd Horſe commends his Maſters cate, 
©] who neither Pains or Coſt doth grudge or ſpare. 
But art not thou mean while the verieſt Fool, | 
| That Pamper'ſt Beaſts,and ſtarv {t thy Precions Sou? , 
| 'Twere well if you could die as now you live ' 


Like Beaſts ;, and had no more account to give. 
O that theſe Lines your folly might dete6 1 
Who both your own and Childrens Souls neglef# 
To care fir Beaſts. O Man, prepare to hear : 
The dolefuſt Language, that ere pierc'd thine ear 1 
When you your Children once in Hell ſhall meet, 
And with ſuch Language their Damn'd Parents preet, 
* 0 curſed Father, wretched Mother, why + 
- ©WasT your 0 f- ſpring ? FVould to God that 1 
& Had ſprung from Tygers, who more tender be 
* Unto their youngs than you have been to me. I 
* How did you ſpend your thoughts,time,care & coſt 
* About my Body, whilſt my Soul was loſt 4 vi 


Ll 
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* Did you not know I bad a Soul that myſt 

* Live, when this Body was reſold to duſt ? 
- ** You could not chſe but underſtand if 1, 

© Without an intcreſt in Chriſt did die, 

& It needs muſt come to this ; O how could you 

©. Prove ſoremorſleſs, and no pity ſhew ! 
* Oh cruel Parents | I may curſe the day 
« That I was born of ſuch as did betray 


—_— 
c_— _—— NN cage _ wn 


& Their Child to end!:ſs Torments. Now muſt I z 


« yPith, and thro:49h you, in flames for ever Iye. © 


Let this make every Parent tremble, leſs 


- Heloſe his Child, whilſt caring jor his Beſt. 


Or leſt his ona poor Soul do ſtarve ant pine, 


Whilſt be takes thoughts for Florfes, Sheep and Kine; 


pn eee 
—— 


CHAP. Il. 


Upon the hard Labour and cruel U ſage 
of Beaſts. | 


. V'Vhen under loads your Beaſts do groan, think then 


.. > How preat a mercy 'tis that you are Men. 


% 


OBSERVATION, 


Hough ſome Men be exceſſively careful and 
tender over their Beaſts (as was noted in the 


farmer Chapter) yer others are cruel and merci- 
leſs towards them, not regarding how they ride 
or. burden them, How often have I feen them 
fainting under their loads, wrought off their Legs, 
*and turned out, with galled Backs, into the Fields 


or 


' The heavenly uſe earthly of things. . 26} 
4 or -High- ways to ſhift- for a little Graſs ? Many 
times have I heard and piticd them, groaning un- 
der unreaſona ble Burgens, and beaten on by mer- 
leſs drivers, till, at laſt, by ſuch cryel uſage, 
th:y have been deſtroyed, and then caſt into a 
Ditch for Dogs Meat 1 
APPLICATION, 
AUch ſights as theſe ſhould make Men thankful 
for the Mercy of their Creation,and bleſs their 
untiful Creator, _tbat they were not made ſuch 
reatures themſe!yes. Some Beafts are made ad 
Jum, only for Food, being no otherwiſe uſeful to 
Man, as Swine, &c. theie arc only fed for flaugh- * 
ter, we kill and cat them, and regard not their 
cries and ſtruylings when the Knite is thruſt to 
beir very Hearts ; others are only ad «/um, for 
ervice, whilſt living, but unprofitable when deady 
i Horſes, theſe we make to drndge and toyl for 
vs from day to day, but ki!] them not ; others 
we both ad eſum, & uſum, for food when 'dead, 
1nd ſervice whilſt alive, as the Ox, Theſe we make 
toPlow our Fields, draw our Carriages, and after= 
! | wards prepare them for ſlaughter, £3» 
But Man was made for nobler ends,created Lord 
of the lower World;not to ſerve, but to be ſerved 
by other Creatures;a Mercy able to melt the hard- 
eſt Heart into thankfulneſs. I remember, Zatber 
preſſing men tobe thankful, that they 
are not brought into the loweſt con-  Zuther in 2 
dition of Creatures, and to bleſs #recepr. 
God that they can ſee any Creature 
below themſelves, gives us a famous inſtance in the 
following Story : Two Cardinals (ſaith he) riding 
in 


\ mm © IE CLE. 
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Ia great deal of Pomp to the Council of Com 


ſtance, by the way they heard a man in the Field 
weeping and wailing bitterly, they rode to hi 


" and asked what he ailed ? Perceiving. his Eye- ins 


tently fixed upon an vgly Toad, he told them t 


m 


his Heart was melted with the conſideration of thin 


Mercy . that God had not made him ſuch a de 


formed and loathſom Creature; though he werg 


formed out of the ſame Clay with it : Hoc eſt quy 
amare fleo, ſaid he, This is that,that makes m 


weep bitterly. Wherenpon one of the Cardinal 


cries out, Well, ſaid the Father,the unlearned wi 
riſeand take Heaven, when we with all our Learn 
idg ſhall be thruſt into Hell, That which meltec 


the Heart of this poor man-, ſhould melt every - 
Heart when we behold the Miſery to which theſe 


Poor creatures are fubjected. And this will appeaf 
a Mercy of no flight conſideration, if we but 
draw a compariſon betwixt oor ſelves, and theſ 
irrational Creatures, in theſe three Particulars. ; 


\- 1. Though they and we were made of the ſame 
mould and clay, yet how much better hath GodY' 
dealt with us, even as to the outward man ? The. 


- ſtruQre- of our -Bodies is much more excellent, 


, e 


God made other creatures by a word of Command 


bur 'man by Counſel ; it was not be Thou, but let; 
Us make Man, We might have been made Stones, 


without ſenſe, or Beaſts without reaſon, but we 
were made men. The noble ſtruQure and ſyme- 
- try of our Bodies invites our Souls not only t6 
-: thankfulneſs but admiration. David ſpeaking of 


the curious frame of the Body,fſaith, / am wonder-, 


- fully madey Pſal. 139. 14. or as the-vulgar reads 


Uh 


T he: hervenly uſe of - eardbh, hogs. 6G 
» Fit, painted as with a Needle ;" like ſome rich picee 
$, > Needle-work curiouſly Embroidered with - - 
t; INerves and Veins. Was any part of the common 
is | limp of Clay thus faſhioned ? Galen gave Epieurus, 
s phrondred years time to imagine a more commo- 
J 60s Situation; Configuration, or Cofripoſition'ot 
a one part-'of a humane Body - - and ( as one 
Igth.) if all the Angels in Heaven had ſtudied to 
gas day, they could not have caſt the Body of 
tinto a more curious Mould. + 
$52 How little cafe or reſt have they ? They hive 
n Fnany years, and thoſe they do is in, Bondage - 
pd Miſery, groaning vader the effe&ts of fins bur 
"60d hath: provided: better for us; even as to ont 
8 ward conditioh in the World ; we have the 
\gore-reſt, becauſe they have ſo little.” How many 
Safreſhments. and comforts hath -God provided 
W#.vs, of which they are-uncapable ?' if/werbe _ 
"Iary with labour, we can take our: reſt 3; hue 
| meſh or weary, they mult ſtand to it, or fink vis 
it from day to day. 
þ7 What a/ narrow capacity hath God given ta 
ny "y ts! What a large capacity to Man ? _- 
ly capable of alittle ſenſitive 
ul e ſometimes. ;how they will frisk in 
WFalkure, this is all they be capable of, &. this 
z puts-an end to; bathow comprehenſive are 
Wow in their capacities ? We are made intlg. 
ofGod , we can look beyond preſent thipgs,, 
dare capable of the'higheſt happineſs, and that. 
L ol ternity ; the Soul oF Beaſt is but a material 
arm, which wholly depending vpon, muſt needs 
Ewith ca butour wo are aDivige _ 


= 
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or blaſt 3 and when the Body dies, it dies ng 
with it, but ſabfiſts even in its ſeparated ſtate, | 


REELECTIONS 
1. How great a fin iSingratitue 
5 RefleQioa, to-God, for ſuch 4 Ciekagrut bl. 
| ate Fe i choice Mercy of Creation, and Pri 
ner. viſion for mein this World ? The 
is. no Creature matle'worſe by kin 
neſs, but Men. There is a kind of gratitude whit Þ 
I may obſerve even in theſe brute z they ( 
n'their-way acknowledge their Benefactors ; f: 
' - - Ox knows bis Owner, and the A(5 bis Maſters Cii 
How ready are they ro ſerve ſuch as feed and ch) 
Fiſh them? But 4 have beeu both unthankfu! 
 unſerviceable to my Creator and BenefaQor, th: 
+ hathdone me good all my days ; thoſe poor C kh 
_ that ſweatand groan under the 1 
'them, never finned againſtGod, 55 fu * 
= d the Laws of their Creation as 1 have dot: gee 
4 and. tad ye God hath dealt better with me than i 
| + Oh that the. Bounty of God, and his 4. mo 
Mercy between-me and the Beaſts th _ Nc 
move and melt my Heart into that 
)ohat'l might conkide? ſerioufly what tJ*!* 
=Y kigher = moreexcellent end of my Creation' I'* 
" and thight-more endeavour to anfwer and live! a 
$0.it+ Or elſe-(O'my Soul) ir-will be-worſe w/ 
thee:than with the Beaſts. *Tis true, they we 
der Bondage and Miſ ; but it is but for ali 
titne,death will end all pains, and eaſe rh" 
- of alll their heavy loads ; but 1 fhall groan t9þ7. 
- | Eternity, under a heavier burdea thaw ever by": Lis 
: ; 


NO 


he 


4 
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felt ; they have no account to give, but ſo have ]- 
What comfort js it that I have a larger capiteity 

-thatt a Beaſt hath ? That God hath'ehdowed me 
with Reaſog, which is denied to them? Alas ? 
this will but augment my Mifery, and enlarge me 
to take in a greater meaſure of anguiſh, 

| -2. But bow many ſteps CO my EN 

Soul ) maiſt -thou-/aſcend in the +, ARefle@ion 

raiſes of thy God, when thon-con- - ng Bet 

"Y fidereſt, the Mercies 'thar God hath 

| fowed uponthee ! Not only in that he made thee, 

, F'not a Stone or Tree without fenſe;or an'Horſe,or 

"Dog withont reaſon ; but that thou art not an 

:Elafidel without light, or an unregerierate Perfon 

Jvichont grace. What? to have ſenſtandalt the 

delights of it, which Stones have'not ; reafon,with 
the more high and noble pleaſures of it, which 
teaſts Have not; the light and knowledge of the 

reat things of the Goſpel, which the Heathens 

I 


Itave not; and ſuch an ex ciation hat ot 7 | 
; Finconceivable Glory and Felicity; which un- 
lanQified have not.” O my Sont?! how rich Phow ©. 


: 
| 


n bountiful hath thyGod been to'thee 1 Theſe 
yorerflowings of his love to thee,who 

{dont of the ſame lumb with the Beaſts that 

4 $2 Earth, yea with the Damned that how! inf 

+ Fell may 1 ſay, that God hath: beeti 
þ py 


, | kebold a tyed-Jad pet 0 (s 
A\AT Hen old a tyre on (zoe 
# VVith VV bp and Spur 7 his ſtrength be 


$i freams of ſweat ran down biis bleeding fades, 4 ; = | 
"bh litle mercy's ſhewn by bim that rides.” + © x 
| | >. -. i 
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"This Meditation duly to improve, 


= ngrateful, ſtupid Man, G, might have made | 


Jf I more thankleſs to my God don't prove, 
Than, ſuch a+ Rider's mercileſs, *twitl move 

My Soul to praiſe; for who ſees this, .and can 
But bleſs the Lord, that he was made a Man. 
And ſuch a (igbt the Riaer ought to move, 


V Vhat hath this Creature done, that be ſhould be 
'Tbus "beaten, wounded, and tr'd out by me ? 
He ts my F elow-creature, "tis meer Grace, 

1 bad' not been. 3n bis. be 1n 


Me bear the Saddle, as I ſee this Fade. 

He never ſd, but "for m ſn doth lye 
-Subjeited uyato all this miſery. 

Lord, make my. heart relent, that 1 ſhauld be 
'To thee more uſeleſs, than my Harſe to me. 
He did bs. utmoſt, went as long. as ever 
His Legs could bear him : : but for me I never. 


"Thus ſpent my ſtrength for God, but oft have bee 
Furs al thereof in ways of [an ; 
Fphe Horſe; and 1 the Man, "twill be 
with 'mpy Horſe one day than me, 
Et Grace prevent, and ſuperadd 
reation unto that 1 bag. r 
Culd every Rider fix a ſerious 
Onſcd «fu , and hereby be t 

Ly: wounty; it, and improve it thus ; 
EL et would tedious ; Yeats be to us? 
But ſuch atask, a graceleſs beart digs out 
«Miyv thay. the,1 tyred os 1 write about. 
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CHAP. I. 
Upon the ſeeking of loſt Catte!. 


*_ When ſeeking your loft Cattel, keep im mind 
That thus Chriſt Teſus ſeeks your Souls to fiud. 


OBSERVATION. 


"Hen Catte) are ſtrayed away- from your 
F Fields, you uſe all care and diligence to- 
recover them-apgain, tracing their footſteps, cry- 
'F ing themin Market-Towns, ſending your Servants _ 
abroad, and-inquiring your ſelves of all that you -: 
think can'give news of them. -What careand pains 
Men wilt take in ſuch caſes, was exemplifred in 
$824, 1 San. 9. 4, 5. who with his Servant paſied- 
+ through Mount Fpbraim, to feek the Aﬀes that 
af were ſtrayed from his Father, and through the 
"I. Land of Shaliha, and through the Land of Shalim, - 
'F and they were not there, and through the Land. -* 
'Þ of the Benjamiteshur found them not, | 


APPLICATION. | 
HE care and pains you take to recover your 
oo loſt Cattel, carries a ſweet and lively repre- 
ſentation of the love of Fefris Chriſtin the recovery; 
of loſt Sinners. Jeſu Chriſt came no purpuſe from - 
Heaven upon a like Errand, to ſeekand to ſave that + 
which was loſt, 2at. 18. 11. Theteare ſeveral 
Particulars in which this glorious deſign of Chriſt, 
M ſeeking and ſaving loſt Man, and: the care and 
; Pains of Husbagdmen in recovering their loſt Gat- - 
i ©O3 tel, 
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tel, do meet and tonch, though there be as many | 
particulars alſo in which: they differ ;--all which 1]; 

' thall open under the following Heads. . 

2, We ſometimes find that Gattel will break out 
of thoſe veryFields where they have been bred. aud 
where they want nothing that is needfv] for them, 
Faſt thus, loſt man departed from this God, brake 
qur of that pleaſant encloſure where he was abun- 
dantly previded tor; both as to Soul and Body; 
yet then he brake over theHedge of rem ran. 
and:went aſtray, Eecclef. 7. 29. Lo this only bave |, 

found, that God made man upright, but be ſought out 
to bimſelf manyinventions.. He was not content and 

Atisfied with that bleſſed ſtate God had put him 

-. mmto, but would be trying new concluſions to the 

\- tpfs and ruin both of himſelf and his Poſterity., 

>. $trazers are cvermore ſufferers for it ; all they 
get by it, is to be pinned and pounded ;. and what 

did Man get by departing from his God,but Ruig 

and Miſery to Soul and Body? Will you have ah 

Abreviate of his Sufferings and Loſfes ? ( the full 

acconnt. ndne' can give you YWhy ? By. Rrexi 

from his God, he loſt the reQitude and holineſs 
his Nature; (like a true ftrayer) he is all dirty 

- - and miry, overſpread and beſmeared both in Soul 

and Body,with the odious filthineſs of ſin ; heloſ, 
"We liberty and freedom of his will to pood ; a 
cious Jewel of eſtimable valne - Fhis is a real 

; y incurr'd by the Fall,'though ſome have {0 
far loſt their underſtandings and humility, as not 

to own it ; he hath loſt his. God, his Soul,- his 

; * Happineſs, and his very Bowels of Compaſſion | 
- towards himſelf ig this miſerable ſtate. 
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3. Wheal. 
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- 3. When. your Cattel are ſtrayed, yea, though: 
#4 be but one of the Flock or Herd; you leave ail 
the reſt,and go after that which is loſt : So didJe- 
ut} fs Chriſt, who in-the fore-cited place, Mat.18. 12, 
ad compares himſelf-ro ſuch a Shepherd ; he left Hea- 
M.} yen it lf, and all the bleſſed Angels there, to* 
te come into this World to ſeek loſt Man. Othe pre- 
I: Þ cious eſteem, and dear love that Chriſt had to poor 
3 | Man ! How did his Bowels yearn towards us in our 
I oft ſtate ! How did he pity us in our miſery! Asif 
'S he had ſaid, Poor Creatures they haye loſt them- 
ſelves, and are become a prey to the Devil, in a 
"2 periſhing ſtate ; 1 will ſeek after them, and ſave' 
*Y them. The Son of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave. 
T4. You are glad when you have found your 
'{ firayers ; much more is Chriſt, when he hath found 
FJ 3 loſt Soul, O 'tis a great ſatisfaQtion to him to 
*F ſte the fruit of the travel of-hjs Soul. J/a. 53. Yea, 
there is more joy in Heaven over 'one /inney that re« 
8 jentetb, than nmety ning juſt perſons that need no ye- 
I pentance, What demonſtrations of joy and glad- 
$ did the Father of the Prodigal give, when 
he had found his Son that was loſt ? Zuke 15. 20, 
' $. Whenyou have brought home your ſtrayers, 
you ſometimes clog them, to prevent their wan- - 
dring again, and ſtop up the gaps with Thorns; _ © 
and {o doth God oftentimes by ſuch Souls as ate _ 
: | - recovered and brought home to Chriſt ; he hangs + 
a clog of affliction to- prevent their departure 
fronj God again, 2 Cor. 12. 7. 
_* Byt then there are five Particulars in- which: 
_ Chrfſt ſeeking Joſt Sovis, and your ſeeking Joſt 
. Catrel differ. ; 


Os, I, Your” 


if 


| 27 2. Hu chandry Spiritualized; Of, 
1,” Your Cattel. ſometimes find: the way + home 


themſelves, and returrtoyouof their own accordz 


bir ft Man never did, nor cando fo; he was his 
* exyn Deſtroyer, but can never be his own Saviour; 
1£ was poſſible for him not to.have loſt his God, 
tot having once loſt him, can'never find hf again 
of himſelf. Alas ! his Heart is bent to backflidingy 
' Fe hath no will to return. + Hear how Chriſt com- 
vlains, Jobs x. 40. Ye will not come ttmto.me, Mans 
12covery begins in God, not in himſelf, - | 


no 
ral 
a 


2. Your Servants can-find, and bring back yoonr 


!o!t Cattel as well as you; but ſo cannot Chriſt's 
4crvants. Miniſters may diſcover, but cannot ve: 
cover them: they daily fee, but-cahnot fave them z 
tament them they can, but help them they cannot; 
atreat and beg them to Teturnthey can, and do, 


kut prevail with them they cannot. AMelanFbor | 


thought when he began to preach, to perſwade-ail; 
but ald-Adam was toa hard for young Melandhbon, 


'3. You ſeek allhe Cattel that are ſtrayed from 
you, eſpecially theS$eſt.; butJeſus Chrift only _ 


poor loſt Man. - There were other Creatures 


 - ſach-as by Nature were more-excellent, that loſt 


their” God: and themſetves ; 1 mean, the Apoftate 
Angels; but he came not to ſeek them; Herein 
his: fingular love to: Man appears. : 

- a you have recovered and brought home 
your loſt Cattel, you. may :lofe theny the ſecond 
"time, and never recover them again, but ſo cannot 
Chriſt. Man once recovered is for ever ſecured 
by him. - All that thou haſt piven me 1-hbave lept, 


-. and not one of them 15:1oſt,-but the Son of Per dition ; 


+ , aad he was never favingly found, John 17.12, 


— = 


5. Though 
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y. ThovgWyou prizegour Gattel, yet you will 
got venture your Life for the recovery'st them”; 
rather let them go than regain them with ſhth an - 
hazard ; but Jeſus Chriſt not only ventured, but. - 
aftually laid down his Life to recover, and ſave - 
lolt mani : He redeemed them at the pricifof his 
own Blood ; he'is that' good Shepherd that laid 
down his Life for-the Sheep. O the ſurpaſſing 
love of Chriſt to Joſt Souls ! rote 


EEFLECTIONS:.. 


- 1, Lord;I am a loſt Creature, an - 
undone Sout; and- herein lyes my 4 Refleftion 
miſery, that I have not only loſt my #*, © at 
God, but have no Heart to return to © 
kim / Nay, I fly from Chriſt, who is come on-pur--- 
po from Heavens toſeek-and to ſave me; his. . 

eſlengers are abroadſeeking- for ſuch as Lam, bus: 
Lavoid them, or at leaſt refuſe to-obey their call 
and perſwaſions to return. Ahwhat. a miſerable. 
ſte am I in ! Every ſtep I go isa a ſtep towards. 


J Hell; my Soul, withithe Prodigal is ready to pe- 


nſh in a ſtrange Countrey ! But I have.no mind * 
ith him to return home ; wretched Soulgwhat * 
mll the end of this be ? If God have loſt thee, the: 


- | Devil hath” found: thee . he takes up all Frayers - 


for Gnd : _ Yea, . Death, and Hell will ſhortly fine& © | 
thee, if Chriſt do not; and then thy recovery .-* 
(0 my I' will be impoſſible: Why fr © 
here periſhing and dying / 1 am not yet as ivre- - 
coverably loſt as the Daraned are, O ktzmade- 
lay no lopger; leſt. I be loſt. for ever; . ,. 


"0D 
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"x a 9 Or, ; 
2...0--mwy Sevll. for eyer bleſ 


4- Refelios and aimire-the Jove of Jeſas Chriſt, | 
ir we, "® who came from Heaven to feckand |" 
og wc fave, ſuch a loſt Soul as I was, 


| Loxd, how matchlefs.is thy love ! 1 
was loſbyagd am found, -- lam found, anddid not 
ek ; nay, 1 atafound by him from. whonr. I fled, 
Thy love, O-my Saviour, was. a preventing love, 
# wonderful love; thou lovedſt me much mort . 
than | loved my ſelf ; I was cruel to my.own Soul, ys 
hat, thou waſt-kind4 thou ſoughteſt for-me, a loſt 
$8ger, and not for loſt Angels; thy hand « 
Grace. caught hold of me, and hath let go. Thow 
© fthds, 'and the Thouſands, as g60d as my ſelf by - 
-» nature: Like another David, thou didſt reſcue my 
-- For loſt Soul out of the:mouth of the Deſtroyer; ſi -. 
T- >then ſo, thou didſt loſe thine own Life] j 
to. find” Mine: - And now, dear Jeſus, fince 1 an” 
wris marvellouſly recovered, ſhall I ever ſtragglt 
1zais from thee ? O ltt-it for:ever be a warning 
* me. how I turn-alide into by-paths of ſin any 
W9re.. | . 
| The P O-E M, 


"RF Hen Cattel from.yous Fields are gone aſtray 7, 
"+ Aud-you t0 /cek = through theCountry rids | 
 Enquiring, for them all along the way F, 


- . Tracking their footfeps mbere they turd aſide. 


0::3-Servant this way.jent, another: iy; 

' Seatcbing the Flelds and Countrey round about : - 

"hin. Meditation now falls.in ſo-pat; 
Ard Godt ſent. it $0.enquire you. out, 


— 


te 


o fy Beaſts are loſt, and ſo at 1 by ſm, 
AI - "My wretched Soug from God thus wandring went, 
? #s 7 ſeek them, ſo was 1 ſought by bim, S 
- Who from the Fathers Boſom forth was ſent. 


4 Purfi'd by Sermons, f allow'd cloſe by Grace, | 
%*} And ſtrong ConviGions Chriſt hath ſought for me, 
© Yres, chough 7 ſhun bim fill be gives mechaſe, | 


of 45 if reſoly'd I ſhould not Dammned be. | 3 


re 


1, When Angels left themſelves it was not ſo, 

| God did not feek, or once for them enquire, 
But ſaid, Let theſe Apoſtate Creatures go, 

"| 71 plague them for it with Eternal Fire, 


4 
Tf Lord, what am 1, that thou ſhould}} ſet thirit Eſtes: 
58 4nd ſtill ſeek after ſuch a wretch as. 1 3& © + | 
Þ Whoſe matchbleſs mercy, and rich grace deſpyſeg*. >. * 
Av if in ſpright thereof reſoly'd to die.” * «WM 


by Why ſhould 1 ſhun thee ? Bleſſed Saviour, why - 
WH fhould 1 avoid thee thus ? Thou doſt.not chaſe 
My Soul to ftay it 5 O that ever I 

Should fly a Saviour that's ſo-fulb of Grace: - 


ng baſt thou ſought me, Lord, 1 now-return'5 ©. 

| gy. og Bonels of pu Tar found, ', _ - - "7 

For:my departure I foncerely mourn , © -. "3-3 

_ nd let this day thy wandring Sheey be founds 4 © 
»% q | 


? 


| 
b 


] 
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-- 
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hs CHAP; IV. 
Upon the Feeding of Fat Cattel. 


Pat Beaſts you kill, the Lean you uſe to ſave ;,} 
God's Diſpenſations fome ſuch meaning have, 


OBSERVATION; 
T is a good Obſervation of a Father, and wel 
applyed 3 YVituli tritar ante&quotiflic Ngantur, Uſs 
* Ii maFandi quotidie in paſcuts libere relinquuntun, 
Cxea for -uſe are daily yoaked: and* kept-ſhort, 
"«Milſt thoſe that-are defigned for the Shambles, are 
a '% tet looſe in green Paſtures to feed at pleaſure, Store 
-  Beaſkstart .and are kept lean and low ; feed: 
54 excnfed from theYoke,whilſt orhen 
monred” and wrought hard every day; t 
one hath more- than he can-eat, the other. wouk 
Bat more if he had it. 
APPLICATION. 
ns-deals:the Lord ofr-times with his-own 
EleQ,whomhedeſigns for Glory; and-withY. 
| Bk wicked, whe are preparing for theday dy . 
h. Thus are they filled ed with earthly. Proſperi«| + 
and watt} - 
Paſture, } 


a, AI TERS © io r= ——” 1 4 8-5 


- - ty, and Creature-enjoyments, like r 
be. 4.201 Beaſts turned ont-at. liberty in-a 
hiift poor Saintsare hard and ſhort, Ames 
I Bearthis nord ye e of Bylhan, that are in 
h \ the mountains of Sa no a the poor, and 
F corfhvhe hob The Netapho phorical Kine of the 
6 the World, full fed, and. 
Crane mea.: ?Tiy true, Heaven daſh 


-, 


all the Poor, nor Hell all the Rich; bu 


common- diſpenſation of ek br 
olt of the things of this World. upon Theid that- 

ye no Portion in-Heaven'z and-to keep them - 
ſhort on Earth, for whom that Kingdom 1s pro- 
vided, Let” me draw forth the Simillitude in a 
few Particulars. 

1. The Beaſts of ſlaughter have the fatteſt pa- 
ſtures 3 ſo have the nhgodly in the World ; T bejr 
eyes ſtand b- fatneſs, they have more than beart 
could hee" | yet +, Their hearts are as fat as 
greaſe Pſa. 119. 70. Theſe be they that fleet off 
the Cream of earthly Enjoyments, whoſe bellies are 
filled with bidden. treaſures, Pſal. 17. 14. The earth- © 

"is given into the hand of the wicked, Job 9. 24- O, 
what foll Eſtates ? What an 2Muence of earthly de- 
| - ob hath-God- caſt in upon ſome witked men ? 

There is much wantonneſs, but no 1 their 

| anellings; - Some that now know not which: -way tO 
turn themſelves in Hell, once knew-not-where to 
beſtow their Goods on Earth; 

I © 2: Feeding, grow-wanton-in their foll paſtures; 
there you ſhall ſhe them'tumble and frisk,a k | 
. up their heels. The ſame effeR hath the 

if -of the wicked; it-makes them wanton; their 


—— -S-EEFR: 


6 but a diverſion from one pleaſure to mother, 


21.714, 12, 13; ſend forth their little ones - 
a fook, - chip 


/ and their Children dance; they take the | 
timbrel, and hat and"rs)oyce at the ſound of the ors | 
wealth, and in a mo-- 


| Kleen + on oth 


he. Propbet Amor pine; AMF'E; 4, $5.6; 
They fretob thenuſetyes yon bes af 4wory, ne 


Tobandry- Spiritaalazats .O 


——— 
. 


ws, &'c. and no ſorrow goes to their hearts, 


the Water, am, 5. 


«ted ,the ſooner they are ſlavghtered; and the pro: 
perity of the wicked ——_ ſame end.” The 
| * rity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them, (5. e. ) it 
{ hall de the means and Jaſtrument of heating and 
beightning their Luſts, and thereby fitting them 


* © their Corruptions. Many wicked men had not 
| Hbeet{o ripe for Hell, had they not grown in the 
- Sun-ſhineof Proſperity. 

* 4: Fatted Beaſts do not in the leaſt underſtand 


$ lowing them ſuch large and fat paſtures, which he 


do wicked men ugderſtand the ſcope and end 0 
God's  Providences, .in caſting Proſperity 


at all underſtand\the ten- 


vre.They that live in pleaſures upon Earth, 


&- Inele fat paſturesdo bie the ſooner haſteg 
the, death of theſe Cattel ; .the ſooner they are fat- 


.dzſtruQion ; their Proſperity is. f6od and fuct' 


- theiatent and; meaning of the Husbandman,in al-, 


wn 
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denies to his'other Cattel ; and as little as Beaſts, 
and! 


0 5» = a ©» ©» re 


—— 


S ling things, even-©o gracious 
| fits. To ſee wicked men, not-: 
| | from their Troubles, but even oppreſl 

v1 perity ; to ſce a godly man in-wants anFraits, 

'{:2ad a wicked man-have more- than his heart can 

wiſh, is a caſe that poſes -the wiſeſt Chriſtian, ill 

©F-he conſider the deſigns and ifſdes of both thoſe 

Cy} Providences,and ther he acquieſces-in theWiſdoem. . 

d Þ of God fo ordering it, Pſa. 73.. 5, 14; k$, 28: 


- WA REFLECTIONS bes: 6% I 

r. Doth my Prolperigy fat me-up 7 
6 hetiell and -porperentiee the day fo >, rea \ 
J of ſlaughter? Little cauſe have Ithen © oue.' worldliap. _ _- 
L toglory in it, and life up my heart 2 
" vpon theſe. things. Indeed, God hathgiven, ( I 
© cannot-ſay bleſſed be with-)afulneſs of Creature- 
F *©njoyments ;- vpon- theſs my carnal heart ſeizeth - * 

| breedily and ſecurely, not at all ſuſpeQinga Snare - 
' © lying- in theſe things, for the rin of my Soul. 
+ What are all theſe charming Pleaſures,but-ſo ma- 
A 


- 

. 

TRAM 
and wi 


ny Rattles to. quiet my Soul, whilſt-its Damnation-: / 
ſteals infenſibly upon:it? What are all my Buſineſſes 
ind Imployments in theWorld, but fo oC : 
. Gons from the Buſineſs of Life! There are but two > * 
| differences. betwixt me, and the pooreſt Slave the:: | 
" | Devil bath on. Earth, ſuch are whipt on to Hell - 

by outward miſeries, and Fam coached-to Hell in -- 
| alittte more Pomp and honnenr; theſe will have a: 7 
 } 1<fs,and Fagreater account int thes of R * 
| 10g. O that 1 had never known Prc 
| F © 


| ' , F >» & T be. 
| now tumblingans +, ſhortly | 
| be hanging vp in the Sbambles in Hl; f chis be. 


t 
- but'w atunderſtood, that the deſign of it-were 
to fol is: up like a Beaſt for them to feed upon ; 


how lutleStomach ſhould Fhaveto their Daintiey- 


© my Sov! 1 jt were much better for thee to have 
'& JRoRibed Po is the portion for- ma- 
Hh, ring Profperity, ſet as x 


E ed ene ever. 
W-.4 onde | , 
af oO A rj q 


2. The wiſdom of my God hath 
ZMotted me bot ſhort commons here, 
£2” .- Wis Providence feeds me bunt from 

. hand to mouth; but I am (.afid well 
may be Yeontented with my preſent ſtate ; that 
which ſweetens it, is, that I am-one of the Lord 


preſerved. How much better is aMorſel of Bread F 
er here, with an expeCancy oy 
a far Paſture given in,and $ 
xrome? Well, fince the caſe 
- ſtands thus, bleſſed be God for my preſeat- Lot; F 
4 eh have but little. in hand, 1 have much in | 


and a Draught of: 
'of Sire. hereafter 
fitring for the wrat 


5 - my: preſentFroubles'will ſerve to ſweeten 
; log Joys; andthe ſorrows of this Life will 
F- a luſtre to the Glory of the next ;/that-whick 
5 now hard to ſuffer, 


will then'be ſweet to re- 


| Groans now. , >. 


or” obibL ns | 
38 $i; Ap OE -M.: 
fe"? _— b forthe Shambls are defin'd 
pY an yy: Meadows you ſhall fond, 


eo ff 
rand bare, 


— 


member 5. my Songs then will-be louder than my | ' 


Thoje | 


the beſt fruit of myProſperity,ifI were = Tho 
cruelCambals,and fed with the icheſt-n Pro 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
Il Thoſe live a ſhort and pleaſant Life, but theſ®® © 
e | Protrat# their lives in dry and ſhorter leas. "on 
Tel Thus lives the wicked, thus they 'do abound 
ty With earthly plavy, and with bonour crothn*d; 
Sy Their lofty heads unto the Stars aſpire, 
vet Aud radiant beams their ſhining brows attire. 
&+| The fatteſt portions [erv'# upiin their Diſh, 
ay. Yea, they have more than their own bearts "as wiſh 
Diffoly'd in pleaſures, row d;#ith Sidta) 
T hey, for a time, in theſe fat Paſtitxes pi 
Frisk, dance and leap, like full-fed Beaſt 
Tarn up their wanton heels againſt the Fogwuetn: 
Not underſtanding that thus pleaſant life, _ 
Serves but to fit them for the Butchers 7? nife. 
In_ fragrant Meads they tumbling are to day, 
' To moyrow to the ſlaughter led away. 
+ Their pleafur's gone,” and vamſt d like a bubble, 
+ Which makes their future Torments on them double; © 
Mean while God's little flock is poor and leang” 
'» Becauſe the Lord did nerve miend or mean Ny 
This fot their por#ron'3: audbeſides doth-know 
+) Their Souls prove-beſh where ſhorteſt gr aſs doth grow 
- Chear up poor flock,” although your fare be thin, © 
«Tet bere t5- ſomething to take comfort in-: 
You here ſecurely. feed, and need not fear. 
»T} infernal Buther can't-approach you bere. 
Tis ſomewbat that, but O, which for tranſcends, 
- 'Lawr glorious Shepberd's coming , who 1ends . 
To lead you hence unto that f ragtant+Hill, - = 
- Where with green paſtures be bus flocks will fill... / 
On -which be from Celeſtial Caſements. pours |. 
| 7 be ſweeteſ} Dews, and conſtant | | 
TY banks Bavers of pleaſu 


" ole  Hurbandyy Spritudized; Or, | 

 O envy not the worldlings preſent Joys 
Wheeh to your- future mercies- are hes Tops. ef 
Their paſtiere now is green, yours dry and bur 
But then the Scens 1s chang'd, the T, ables wm 
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© 'Upon-the Husbandman's Care for Po- 
Good Husbands labour for Pofterity, 
To after- Ages Saints muſt bave an Eye, T 
OBSERVATION. Is 
ovident andWlteful Husbandmen do.net ons 
t0 


CE — 


| ly labour to fapply- their own Neceſſitie 

__ while living, but to lay upſomething for their Po 
”s Fferity when they are gone ; they do not onlylea 
Eo theirChildren what thei tors left them, 
Þur they defire to leave it improved and 2 
None but bad Hosbands and Spend-thrifts are of 
the Mind-with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius, 
' who having put alt into ſuch Confuſions in the 
Empire,that it, might be thought the World wonld 
\ end with him; yet pleaſed himſelf with this ap- 
| prehenſion; Phat he ſhould be ont of the reach of 
©; and wouldoften ſay, when 1 am dead, let Hes: 
-  venand* Earth mingle ; if the World will but 
* hold ny time, let it break when I amgone-: But 
| provient men lookbeyond their own- time, and 

lo! very"muci"concern themſelves in the good or 
evil of theiy-Poſterity, © ' A.PPLI 
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The hevenly uſe of earthly things. 283 


1 APPLICATION. _. 

7 Hat careful- Husbands do, with reſpe® to 

the proviſions they. make for their Chit 
dren, that all prudent Chriſtians are bound todo, 

—JInith reſpect to the Truths committed to them , 

| _e by them, to be tranſmitted to ſucceeding 

ints. . 

In the firft Ages of the World,even till the Law 
was given,faithful men were in ſtead of Books and 
records ; they did by Oral Tradition convey. the 

Tubhs.of God to Poſterity ; but ſince the Sacred 
Truth. hath been conſigned to Writing, no ſuch- 
1 radition (except full conſentient with that writ- 
Fen word) is to be received as Authentick ; but 
Jive Truths therein delivered: to the Saints,are by 
gbal Declarations, open Cenfeſions, and conſtant 
Sfferings,to be preſerved andUelivered from Age” 
Sto Age. This was the conſtant-care of the whole 
Eloud of Witneſſes, both Ancient and Moderg 
who have kept the Word of Gad's Patience, ang . | 

\would not accept their own Lives, Liberties ar E-- 

- NO, nor the whole World in exchange, for. 
that invaluable Treaſure of Truth; they have care- 
fully pra&tiſed Solomon's Counſel, Prov.23.23. Buy. 
the Truth, but fell it not 3 they would not alienate 
| that: fair laheritance for all the inheritances on. 
{|} Earth. Upon-the fame reaſons that you refuſe to 
, 


{ot with, or-imbezel your Eſtates, Goriſtians al- 
refuſe to part with the Truths of God _ 
1. You will not-waſte or alienate your Igheri- 
tance, becauſe it's precious, and of great yvalue-is. - 
your Eyes; but wuch- more precious —_—_ 


as 


Truths to his People. Luther profeſſed, he wouldl 


not.take the whole World for one Leaf of the Bible 


 Thongh ſome profane Perſons may ſay with Pld 


What is Troth ? yet know, that any one Tratlf ale 
the Goſpel is more worth than all the InheritancaF 
upon Earth; they are the great things of Gody D 
Law,end he that ſells them for the gfeateſt thing ha 
in this World, makes a Soul-undoing Bargain.: 

' 2, You will not waſte of part with your Inherir 

tance; becauſe you know your Poſterity will lely, 
much wronged by.it. They that baffle or drink 
way an Eſtate, drink the Tears of their ſad-Wi4$ 
dows, and the very Blood of their impoveriſhey- 
Children. The People of God do alfo conſider. 


| how much the Generations to come are concernei” 


in the conſervation of the Truths of God for then | 


It cuts thets t rt, but to think, that tha 


- their own Bodies to apparent dariger of Death wh 


- Eſtates, and become Bankrupts;-'tis a word that 


- -thehigheſt reproach in the World, to be a Trayto] 
- - t6,0r an Apoſtate from the Truths of God, W het 


E \ 
the 
© + Youareſo loth to. part with-youz Eſtates 
E-:.88/51 7] becauli 


Children ſhould be brought up to worſhip Dur 
Idols,;-and fall down before a Wooden and Bre 
den'God. + Phe very Birds and Beaſts will expol 
preſerve their young. Religion doth. much -morn 
mtender the hearts and bowels than Nature doth} 
3. Youreckon it a foul-difgrace to ſell youtY' 


hears il among you - And a Chriſtian accounts i 


=. Ms. lt "«% 66 a we 


the Primitive Saints were ſtrily. required to de 

liver up their Bibles, thoſe that did pet juſtly] © 

branded and huſht ont of their Company, under} | 
odious Title of T7aditores, or Deliverers. 
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cauſe you know its-hard recovering an Eſtate a- 
in, when once you have loſt it. - Chriſtians do 
Mo know, how difficult it will be for the People 

' 104,in times to come. to recover the Light of the 

Goſpel again, if once it be extinguiſh*d. There is 

- 110, Iruth of God recoyered out of Antichriſt's 

"Jhands, without great wreſtlings,and much Blood. 

'1-'JThe Church may call every Point of Reformed 

DoQrine and Diſcipline ſo.recovered, her 

ti ates ; for with great wreſtlings ſhe hath wreſt- 

x7:866 for them. Earneſtly contending for the Faith onee 

»{Þ a 

1 aivered to them, Jude 3; 

' $5. Toconclude,rather than you will part with 

T Syour Eſtates, you will chuſe to ſuffer many wats 

Sand hardſhips all your Lives ; you will fare. har; ; 

| d go bare, to preſerve what you have for-your . 

sFolterity ; But:the People pd have put theme, | 

*F {elves upon far greater hardſhips than theſe. topre». . - 

*0 ierye truth;they have choſen rofulferanyoacie - A 

*F foyerty, Priſons, Death, and the moſh cruel Tar» - | 

"F ments, rather than the loſs of God's: Truth. All 

+ te Martyrologies will iaform you what their Suf-. 

"I rings have been,to keep the word of God's Pati- 
"ce; they have boldly told their Enemies, that + 

1 they-might pluck-their hearts out of their bodies, 

: ſhonld -xiever pluck the truth out .of their 2 
8 7 REFLECTIONS. . +4 
i: Bafe unbelieving, Heart ! How Gtion 

have I-flinched & {hroak from truth *© 
when'it hath been-in danger ? I have. 
rather choſen to leave it, than my 


Life, Liberty or Eſtate, as a prey to 


*. , 


© the Enemy. I have left truth, and juſt itis, that| $7 
thee God of Truth ſhould leave me. Cowardly 
Sogl, that dorſt not make a ſtand” for Truth} 
Yea, rather bold and daring Soul, that wouk 
rather verture to-look a wrathfnul God, than an} 
angry Man in the Face.. I would not own and | 
preferve the truth, and the God of truth: will 1 


” 


not own me, 2 Tim. 2. 12, {f we deny bim, he wil 


deny #6. - ,- 
| : 2, Lord! unto me haſt the 
, ARefletion committed 'the precious Treafag 
ſuffer for / 23nd Truſt of Trach ; and as 1 rea 
Ta. ceived ir, ſo do I deſire to deliver 
it to the Generations to come 
| that the people which are yet unborn may praiſe | 
- the Lord. God forbid 1 ſhould ever part with 
ſack a fair Inherith, and thereby beggar my 3 
\  -own, and thouſands of Souls! -Thou haſt given }\- 
'- me thy Teeth, and the World hates me, I well 'J|- 
thaFI65s the ground of the quarrel ; would {| 
throw Troth over the Walls, how ſoot 
| Retreat be ſounded to alt Perfecutors ? } 
| | But, Lord? thy Truth is invaloably- precious ; | |; 
> what a. vile thing is my Blood, compared with, | 
the leaft of all thy Trpths? 'Thon haft charged” 
me not-to ſell it, and ja thy ſtrength 1 "reſolve 
- never to lift a Fine, and cut off that Golden 
” Line, whereby thy Troths are entailed upon thy 


- People, from Generation wo Generation: My 
 Friggds may go, my Eiberty go, my Blood may 
| FOO $34 


for thee, precions , thon' ſhalt 


3 How | 


- 


T The heeumdy we rarthly of things. 2by 
- 13. Howdear hath this itance 2 
5 f Truth coſt ſome Chriſtians ? How --- I 
3 | little hath it coft-ns? We areentred _.. ;1 oujet 
to their  Labours 3 we reap in pollefſon of 
ce, what they fowed tn Tears; .Truth. 
a in. Blood. O the grievous ſufferings that they 
Nof to endure ! rather than to deprive vs of ſuch 
| ® Inheritance, thoſe noble Souls heated with the 
Love of Chriſt,and care for our Souls,made 
{hold and brave Adyentures for it , and yet, at 
Shat a low rate do we value what coſt them ſo 
ad (ar ? Like young Heirs, that never knew the 
Jeetting of an Effate, we ſpead it freely. Lord, 
"help vs thankfully and diligently to improve thy 
f Truths, while we are in quaet, | 
2 Such Intervals of peace and Ty 
pg continuance with thy Pgeple. 


w 


] 
id 
Il 


J. TR» 


EI by POEM. 

Publick Spirit fcorns toplant not _ + 

"YL 3ut fuch, from which bimſclf may gather fot. 
thus hereaſons, if I reap the gains | 

my laborious Predeceſſors jains, 

p equal is it, that Poſterit 

' | Should reap the fruits of pate A maduſtry ? 

Should every Age but ſerve its turn, and take 

bt for future times > it ſoon would make 


's 
—_ 


No t 


A Bankrupt VYorld, and ſo entail a Cur 
wy, lee. to Age, as it grows worſe and worſe, 
Our Chriſtian Predeceſſors careful thus | 


'» Have been to leave an Heritage to us 4 
ChriſPs precious Truths conſerved in their Blood, 
' For no lefs rice thoſe Truths our Fatbers _— 


© Hunhuniey Spirjtaaliezd ;.Or, "i 

_ have tranſmitts not alienate 
us their. g+ tb a fair are 

We cat ci th ® | 
Imour days Pl ws .Cut 6 Ln 

t Line of Hh Ty Ps worſe 
Give future A gs ca cau e: bare nd curſe fy 
Our memories Naboth, may this Age 
Part with their ow ſoonty than Heritage. 
Let pity move us, let us think upon 
ee Idrens Sous when me-are dead and | one. 

00 Souls, in darkneſs 

Pat LIES by which. they way PORE 


to glory ? yea, what's wor ſe 
in Cs to rome, Cri des 


But we. "Tike Cowat, 


For carnal eaſe, tour elves, a 
O tet us leave, to ye Apes, more, 
Than ceiv'd from all that went ' before, y* 
That theft, to conſe, may. bleſs the Lord ro. | 
Or Names alive, whe in ns Pb free 
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" % 


CHAP. VI. 


j Upen the Husbandmans Care to prove ard 
4 preſerve his Deeds. 


| Deeds for your Lands you prove, and keep with care ; 
$0 that for Heaven you but as careful were. 


OBSERVATION. 


wW E generally find Men are not more carefal 
FY in trying Gold, 'or in keeping it, thad 
they are in'examining their Deeds,and prefervin 
them 3 theſe are virtually their whole Eſtate, ar 

ore it concerns them to be careful of them + 


Stthey ſuſpe& a flaw in their Leaſe or Deed,they 
pair to the ableſt Counſel, fubmitr it to his Judg- 
VImeot, make the worſt of their cauſe, and query a- 
bout all the ſyuppoſeable dangers with him ; if he 
Hell them their caſe is ſuſpicions and hazardous, 
Wow much are they perplexed and tronbled ? they 
an neither eat, drink, or ſleep in peace, till they 
Fave a good Settlement 53 and willing they are to 
7Þ* at much coſt and pains to obtain it. 


APPLICATION. 
Heſe cares and fears,with which you are pet- 
| w- in ſuch cafes, may give you a little 
pmpſe of thoſe-troubles of Soul, with which the 
rople of God are perplexed about their Eternal 
Padition, which perhaps you have been hitherto 
acquainted with, and therefore lighted them,as 
altes and whimſies, I fay, your own fears and 
P | troubles, 


, 
To 


290 FHusbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
-tcoubles, if ever you were engaged by, a cunnit 
and powerful Adverſary.in a Law-ſvit for you; [* 
Eſtate, may give you a little glimpſe of Spirity; br 
Troubles ; and indeed it is no more but a glimg” | 
of it : For, as.the loſs of an earthly (though fa | 
Inheritance, is but a trifle to the loſs of God, ar' I 
the Sonl to Eternity ; ſo you cannot but imagin, Þ* 
{that the cares, fears, and ſolicitudes of Sonls abo: 
theſe things, are much, very much beyond your F% 
- *Let us campare the Caſes,and ſee how they anſy BE 
:to each other. _ | - 
1, You have Evidences for your Eſtates,and | 
them" you hold what you have in the Wori'F 
They alſo haveEvidences for their Eſtate in Chri' F * 


and Glory to come ; they hold all  capite, 5 fl 
-yertue-of their Intermarriage with Jeſus Chrit #7 
:they come to be enſtated in that glorious Inhers-F? 
.ance, contained in the Covenant of Grace. YT. 
have their Tenure in that Scripture, 1 Cor. 3 4, 
23. All is yours, for ye are Chriſt's, and Chrifi yl 
God's, Faith unites them to him, and after th} 
believe, they are ſealed by the Spirit of Prom/; 

Eph. 1. 43. They can lay claim to no Prom! ta 


j 


” 
, > , 
* 


pon any other ground; this is-their Title to 1K; 
"that they own as theirs. | "y 
2. It often falls out, that after the ſealing auP" 
executing of-your Deeds or Leaſes, an Adverſ/ + 
finds ſome dubious Clanſe in them, and thereup1t 7 
*-  -cornmences a Suit of Law with you. Thus 1t Fr | U 
| - gquentlyfalls out with the people of God, who 
ter their believing and fealing time, have dou#F8 © 
--  -andſcruplesraiſed in them about their Title. N-$- 
|  thingismor6common,than for theDevil and th\Þ., 
| o\'y” 
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affn_unbelief to ſtart Controverſies, and raiſe 
| [ſtrong ObjeQtions againſt their Intereſt in-Chriit, 
- [ad the Covenant of Promiſes. Theſe are canning 

aad potent Adverſaries, and do maintain long 

bates with the gracious Soul, and reaſon ſo cun- 

dlagly and ſophiſtically with it, that it'can by no 
" Intans extricate and fatisfie it ſelf ; always alledg- 
"Þdx; that their Tirle is worth nothing, which they 
'Hoor Souls are but too- apt to ſuſpect, 

3. All the while that a Svit in Law is depending 
Font your Title, you have bur little Comfort or 
\Wenefic from your Eſtate ; you cannot look upon 
'&t as your own, nor lay out Moneys in Building 
$f Dreffing, for fear you ſhould loſe all at 1aſt, 
; Baſt thus ſtands the caſe with doudting Chriſtians, 
Whey have little comfort from the moſt comforta- 


,ariſt, the Promiſes are comfortable things, but 
*Fihat it they be none of ours ? Ah?! how Jittle 
"Fththe doubting Chriſtian make of his large and 
lf h Interitance ? 
104: You dare not truſt your own Jodgments ta 
{ch caſes, but ſtate your caſe to ſuch as are Learn» 
» Uinthe Laws ; and are willing to get the ableſt 
4 Funſel you can to adviſe you: Soare poor doubt- 
Pg Chriſtians, they carry their caſes from Chriſti= 
to Chriſtian,and from Miniſter toMiniſter,with 
\Þd requeſts as theſe, Pray tell .me, what do 
\\;Þ think of my condition ? 44 plainly and _ 
| 2 ht 


- 292  ÞJHusbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
'Fally with me ; theſe be my grounds of donbting, | 
.and theſe. my grounds of hope. O hide nothing|y 
from me! And .if-they all agree that their caſkgisj; 
£00d, yet they cannot be ſatisfied till God ſay fol f 
'£oo, and confirm the word of his Servants ; and{ og 
+therefore they. carry the caſe often before -himgaf 5c 
:ſuch words as thoſe, P/al. 1 39. 23,24. Search me Þ 41 
- +0 God, and know my heart ;, try me, and know my 8 
thoughts, and ſee if theres be any way of wickedniill jt 
.in me, o 
. You have little quiet in your Spirits, till th 
Ca be reſolved, your Meat and Drink doth jaſ 
little good ; you caunot ſleep in the Night, becaukto 
:theſe troubled thoughts are ever returaiag upoſ{yi 
you. What if I ſhould be turn'd out of all at laſtff an 
So it is with gracious Souls, their Eyes are helWfre 
waking in the Night, by reaſon of the troubla};@ 
of their hearts, P/al. 77. 4. Such fears as the th 
are frequently returning upon their Hearts. Whutſan 
if I ſhould be found a ſelf-deceiver at laſt ? Whalſ/ac 
-if I do but hug a phantaſm inſtead of Chriſſy 
How can this, or that, conſiſt with Grace ? Theit'«c 
Meat and Drink doth them little good ; thenthi 
Bodies are-often -macerated by the troubles afGt 
:their Souls, | | | ift 
. 6. You willnot make the beſt of your conditia.q 
- when you'ſtate your Caſe to a faithful CounſellonFf | 
neither will they, but oft-times ( poor penſin;mi 
Souls) they make it much worſe than-indeed it 8;Ar 
charge themſelves with that which God newdfhy 
charged them with, though this be [neither thellf'y 
Wiſdom, nor their Duty,but” the fears of miſca}wi 
rying make.them ſuſpe& fraud 'in all they do @] Co, 
have. | 7. Laſtl 
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8, | 1. Laſtly, When your Title is cleared, your 
ng {Hearts are eaſed ; yea, not only eaſed, but over- 
ls} joyed ; though not in that degree, nor with the 
ff @me kind of joy, that the Hearts of Chriſtians are- 
nd] overflowed, when the Lord ſpeaks peace to their _ 
jaf Souls. . © welcome the ſweet Morning light,after - * 
7 | 4tedions night of darkneſs ; now they can eat their- 
m1 Bread with comfort, and drink their Wine (yea if- 
wil it be but Water) with a merry Heart, Ecclej.-9.7:; 


by REFLECTIONS, 
ay r. O how hath my Spirit been 
Hwoſſed and hurried, when 1 havemet _The Carclels. 
{wich troubles and clamours about -—_—_— 
ty my Eſtate ! But as for ſpirituat 
Mitroubles, and thoſe Sonl-perplexing caſes, that 
SEhbriſtians ſpeak of, 1 underſtand- bur- little of 
#Ithem, 1 never called my Everlaſting ſtate in- 
Wi aeſtion, nor brake an hours ſleep upon any ſuch 
Wiaccount. Ah, my ſupine and careleſs Soul ! Little 
{haſt thou regarded how matters ſtand in reference 
afto Eternity ! I have ſtrongly conceited, but never: 
mIthroughly examined the validity of my Title to- 
IEbriſt and his Promiſes ; nor am 1 able to tel], 
ifmy-own Conſcience ſhould demand, wherevpon: 
my my claim is grounded ! 
"FO my Soul ! why art thon ſo- unwilling to exa- 
mine how matters ſtand betwixt God and thee ?- 
8 Art thou afraid to look inte thy condition ? Leſt- 
{by frading thine Hypocriſie, thou ſhouldſt loſe thy 
ut peace; or rather thy ſecurity. To what purpoſe 
AM it be to ſhut thine Eyes againſt the light of 
=i Conviction, unleſs thou couldſt alſo find out a way 
"8 P 3 to 


294  Husbanary Spiritaalized; Or, 
to prevent thy condemmation ? Thou feeſt other 
Souls, how attentively they wait under the Word; 
for any thing that may ſpeak to their conditiang, 
oubtleſs thou haſt heard, how frequently and &[ N 
r:;ouſly they have ſtated their conditions,and open» > 

:d their caſes to the Miniſters of Chriſt | But thou] ,, 
i my Soul ! haſt no ſuch caſes to put, no doubt 6 
:o be reſolved ; thou wilt leave all to the deciſion] 
of the great day, and not trouble thy ſelf about x 4, 
now, Well, God will decide it, but little to thy 
- comfort. | 


| 2. I have heard how fome have i 
_ The Doubt- been perplexed by litigions Advere 
=, "og $ Ke* ſaries, but 1 believe none have beeg 
hag ſo toſſed with fears, and diſtracted} 
- with doubts, as I have been about the ſtate of myJ; 
Soul, - Lord, what ſhall I do? I have often carri 
ny donbts and fcruples to thine Ordinances, waits 
ing for ſatisfaCtion to be ſpoken there, I have car-Y-j 
32d them to thoſe I have judged skilfal and faith 
tv], begging their reſolution and help,but nothing] 
will ſtick. Still my fears are daily renewed, O my 
God, do thou decide my caſe ! tel] me how the 
ſtate ſtands betwixt thee and me; my days conſume 
tn trouble, I can neither do, or enjoy any good, 
whilſt things are thus with me 3 all my earthly En- 
joyments are dry and uncomfortable things ; yea, 
which is.much worſe, all my Duties and thine Or- 
"dinances prove {6 too, by reaſon of the troubles of 
my Heart ! I am no Ornament to my Profeſſion, 
nay. 1 am a diſcouragement and ſtumbling-bliockto 
ethers? 1 will hearken and hear what God the} 
Kord will ſpeak, O that.it might be peace / =_ | 
all 


— 
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i" do not ſpeak it none can; and when thon doſt» + 
> *kcep thyServant from returning again to folly, leſt 
\ make freſh work for an accufing Conſcience, and 
[give nev7* matter to the Adverſary of my Soul !' 
My 3, Bat thou (my Soul) enjoyelſt a 
be double. Mercy from thy bountiful Ale | 
: God, who hath not only given thee _ r.acgion. 
* aſound Title, but alfo the clear evi» _ 
C. dence and knowledge thereof, 1 am gathering, 
JF and daily feeding upon the full ripe fruits of aſſu- 
rance, which grow upon the top Boughs of Faith, 
Wy wbillt many of my poor Brethren drink their own 
Nu Tears, and have their Teeth broken with Gravel- 
*AFfrones, Lord, thou haſt ſet my Sovl npon her 
high places, but let me not exalt my ſelf, becauſe 
_- haſt exalted me 3 nor grow wanton becauſe 
<1 walk at liberty,leſt for the abuſe of (ſuch precious - 
Wi liberty, thou clap my old chains upon me, and 
hi ſhut up my Soul again in Priſon. 


11 The P OEM. 
xl EN caw't be quiet till they be aſſur'd 
« | That their Eſtate is good, and well fecur'd. 


Wi © To able Counſel they their Deeds ſubmit, 

, Intreating them with care t'examine it. 

' Fearing ſome Clauſe an Enemy may wreſt, 

"}F' : Or find a flaw, whereby he may deveſt 

f Them, and their Childr,n. O whocan but ſee - 
How wiſe men in thcir Generation be | 

»J But do they equal cares and fears expreſs 

”% About their Everlaſting Happineſs ? - - 

In Spiritual things *twould grieve oues heart to ſee 

What careleſs Fools theſe careful Men can be, 

: Ps 


They 


=_—_ 


WH 


Then -Souls ſec d. better - than Lands can be, 


296, MHubandry Spiritualized, Or, 
'Fhry ad like Men of common ſenſe bereaven, | J's 
Secure their Lands, and they'll truſt God for Heaven; * 
tow many Caſes.bave you to ſubmit , 
a Lanyers judgments ? Miniſters may ſit 
&r2am FVeek to V/YVeek, and yet not ſee the Face - 
'#f one that brings a Soul-concerning Caſe. 

Fea, which is, worſe ; bow ſeldom do you cry Bi 
7 God for counſel? or beg him to try 
tpur hearts ; and (trifeſt inquiſition make 
Into. your ſtate, diſcover your miſtake. 


O ſtupid Souls 1 clouded with ignorante, 
1; Chriſt, and Heaven no.fair Inheritance, a 
Gompar'd with yours ? or 15s Eternity 

A ſhorter term than yours ? that you. ſhould ply. 
The one-ſo cloſe, and totally negle#® 

The other, as not worth your leſt reſpe#, 

Perbaps the Devil whoſe plot from you's conceal 'd,. 
Perſmades your Title's good ;, and firmly ſeal'd 
Ry God's own Spirit ;, though you never found. 
One at of ſaving Grace to lay.a ground 

Foy that per ny Soul be hath thee faſt, 
Though he'll not let thee know it till the laſt. 


Was * 


Lprd waken Sinners, make them anderſtand 
'Tppixt thee and them how rawly matters ſtand, 
Give them 10 quiet reſt until they ſee 


a we ae wp ws ty =y7535 pF CE 


; | 
Occaſional 


* I TX FHO that hears ſuch various; raviſhing and-- 


*. 
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'* Occaſional Meditations . 
UPON. 


Birds, Bealts, Trees, Flowers; Rivers, and-: | 
- other Objects. 


[MEDITATIONS on Birds: 


' | nearer-Fcame; the ſweeter the melody il] feemed 


formal. Hypoecrite,. ( r, ) In- that iis more in-"+ 
| Fern yon 8 Sole 


ME.DI-I: E 
Upon-the ſinging of a Nightingale. 


.Y . exquite Melody, would imagine the Bird .- 
that makes it to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a = 
Body.and. Feather ? Her. charming-voice ingaged + 
not only mine attentive Ear,but my Feet allo, to. 
make a nearer. approach to that-ſhady Buſh, 4n 

which that excellent Muſician fat vailed and the.. - 


_—_ ; but when I had deſcried the 4944 Ne”... 
and found her-to be. little bigger, and NOD ” 
Father'd than a Sparrow, it gave my:Thoughts + . 
the occaſion of this following Application. gh 

' This Bird ſeernsto me theLivelyPmblepr of ehe-> © 


FF. 


: - 


29S - Occaſifnal: Meditations. 
" found than ſubſtance, a lond and excellent voi 
but alittle deſpicable Body ; and it recall'd to my 
Thoughts. the Story of  Plutarch, who hearing 4 


Nightingale, deſired to have one killed to feed up» 
an, not queſtioning but ſhe'wou!d pleaſe the Pa- 


was brought him, and be ſaw what a poor1ittle 
Greature it was, Truly ſaid he, thou art-vox & 

eterea nib1il, a meer voice and nothing elfe : So is 
To Hypocrite ; ; did a-man- hear him ſometimes in 


what an excellent man is this ! What a choice and 
rare Spirit-is he of ? But. follow him home, ob 
jerve him in his private Converſation and Retire- 
Keats, and then you will jude Plutarch's Note as 
2pplicable to him as the Nightingale. ( 2. J-This 
Ard is obſerved to Charm moſt ſweetly, and ſet 
_ ter$pirits all on work, when ſhe perceives ſhe hath 


" axd feeds upon the applauſe and commendation 
af his Admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe 
iZuties- which bring i M no Teturns of praiſe from 
men ; hg.is little pleaſed with a ſilent Melody and 

3 private pleaſure betwixt God his own Soul, 


Fee = fe tuum Bibi} oft-niſj te ſcire hoe ſeiat altzr. 


. L as | ! bis knowled 
'& Meuf he ant not 


+ 


dge-15 not worth a Pin,. 
at be bath-within, 


- of ſnch Chriſt faith, Perily they. have - their reward.” 
(3: PRs obſeyre the Nighiogal to bean: 
ally: 


late as well as the Ear ; but when the Nightingale-I 


Tore. publick. Duties and Diſcout ries, O thinks he, 


:dzaged attention; ſo doth theHypocrite, wt o-lives 


b | "Hei is more for the Theater than the Cloſet; and 


- 
: 
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ambitious Bird,that cannot endure to be ont-vied” ' 
by any. ſhe will rather chuſe to die than be excell'd, 
anotable inſtance whereof we have in. the follow- 
ing pleaſant Poem, tran{lated out of fStrada, cone 
cerning the Nightingale and a Lutaniſt, 


Now the declining Sun did downward bend * 

From higher Heavens, and from his Locks did fer'd 
A milder fla ne, whennear to Tyber's Flow 
A Lutani/t allayed his careful woe, 
With ſounding Charms, and in a greeny ſeat 
Of ſhady Oak, took ſhelter from the beat ;, 
A Nightingale o'rehead him that did uſe 
To ſojourn 1m the neighbour Groves, the muſe - 
That filPd the place, the Syrene of the Wood * 
( Poor barmleſs Syrene ) ſtealing near, ſhe flood * 
Cloſe Iurking 1m the leaves, attentively. 
Recording that unwonted melody. 
\ She con'd it to her ſelf, and every ſtrain * 
Hs Fingers play'd, her Throat return'd agarn. 
The Lutaniſt percety'd an anſwer ſent 
From th'tmitating Bird, and was content "Je 
To ſhew her play more fully, then. in haſte 
He tries bis Lute, and giving ber a taſte 
Of the enſuing quarrel nimbly beats A 
On all bis ſtrings, as nimbly ſherrepeats,.- * 
And wildly: ranging ore a Thouſand key,” 
Sounds a ſhrill warning of ber after 1 
With rowling band the Lutaniſh-then ples,” = 
* The trembling threads, ſometimes im cru wiſe. © 
He bruſhes down the ſtrmgs, and ſtrikes them alb-* 
Fith one even ftroke,then takes them ſeveral 
And culls them Ere-agais, his ſparkling Toints- 

Fifith buſic d:ſcant mincing on the-points, -, 


\ 


—— 9. 
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Reach back- again with nimble touch, then ſtays.- 
Fbe Bird reples, and Art with Art repays. 
Innetomnes a5 one unexpert, and in doubt - 
He ſhe might wield ber voice, ſhe draweth out.. 
Her. tone at large, and doth at firſt prepare 

A ſelemn ſtrain, nor wear d with winding air, 
But with an-equal piteb;and conſtant T broat, 
Makes clear be poſe for ber gliding note ; 
Fpen. croſs-diwviſion diver ſly (he plays, 
And.loudly chanting out ber quickeſt lays 
Ppyſes the ſound, and with a quivering voice- 
Eplls back again ;, be wondring bow Þ cbilee, 
Se various harmony could iſſue out 
From ſucha lettle-Throat, doth go about 
Some harder Leſſons, and with wondrous Art 
 "Coenging the ſtrings dotb up the Treble dart, 


4nd downward ſmite the Baſe, with painful ſiroke 


He. beats: and as the Trumpet doth provoke 
Sluggards to fight, even ſo bis wanton 5kill - 
FF ith mingled _ joins. the boarſe-and ſhrill, 
The Bird this alſo.tunes, and whilſt ſhe cuts 
5 parp notes with melting voice, and mingled puts: 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
5ve. thunder's deep, and jugs it inwardly 
Y/Y4th gentle murmur, clear and dull ſhe ſings 

. By courſe, as when the Martial warning rings ; 


Behieve't the Minſtrel bluſht, with angry mood ; 


'  tyflanid, (quot þe,) thou Chantreſs of the VVood,. 


- Ether from thee; [ll bear the prize away, 
' T6 vanqu/ht, break my.Lute without gelay.. 
©  Tunimitable accents- then he trains, 
His. 09nd fiies, on tbe ſtrings, in one be chagns. 
"8. different nupbers, cha{mg here-axd there, 


6. X / 


| #6 a the ſtrings he labours guery where 6, * "Wahi 
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Both flat and ſharp be ſtrikes, and ſtate s 
To prouder frakes oe! ory ar as No: 
Dovbly divides, and ctoing ny bis Lays 
Like a full Quire, a-ſhirvermg Confort plays; 
Then pauſing ſtood in expetFation- ” 
Of bis corrival, nor durſt anſwer on. 
But ſhe, when prattice long her Throat bad whet 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet 
Fer Sprrits all to-work; and all in vain ; 
For whilſt ſhe labours to-expreſs again, 
With natures ſimple voice, ſuch divers Keys, 
V\1th ftender Pipes ſuch lofty Notes as theſe 
Ore-match with high deſigns, o're-matcht with woe, 
Juſt at the laſt cacounter of ber Foe - 
She farnts, ſhe dies, falls on bus Inſtrument - 
That conquer'd her, a fitting Monument, 
$q-far even little Souls are driven on, 
Struck with a vertuous emulation... 


Andeven.as far are Hypocrites driven on | 
their Ambition and Pride, which is the Sper th 
provokes them in their Religious Duties, 


ET 
"4 —— "I ” -þ I — = — — 


MKMEDIT: I 


— ” 


'Vpon the /aght- of many ſmall Birds: chirping about ;@ 
| es Fowg,- } - 7. + 


ring a whole Quire of Birds Hhiepiog aud 
. twinking together,it engaged m lity . 
to. enquire into the occaſion of 7 Convas - 


ys which mine Eye-quicky infora' me of; 


- 
— 
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for I perceived a dead Hawk in the Buſh, about] T 
which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to triumph ſhy | 
at the death of their Enemy; and 1 could not blame:Jye 
them to ſing his Kneil, who like a Cainibal was [ghi 
wont to feed upon their living Bodies ; tearing Jyp i 
them limb from limb, and ſcaring them with his'Þ x 
frightful appearance. This Bird which living, was I C61 
_ ſo formidable,being dead the pooeſt Wren or Tit-. | m 
- . mouſe fears not to chirp or hop over, This brings | an! 
to my thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the | yo 
greateſt Tyrants and greedy Ingroſlers of the | ant 
' . World,of whom (whilſt living) Men were more Þ the 
afraid than Birds of a Hawk, bur dead became ob- 


5s of contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuchTy- 

rants 15 both inglorious and unlamented ; When the 

wicked periſh,there 1s ſhouting, Prov. 11. 10. which 
was exemplified to the Eite at the Death of 1Vero; | 9 

of whom the Poet thus ſings, 
Cam mors erudelemrapuiſſet ſeva Neronem ' \ 
_ Credibile.eſt-multos Romam agitaſſe jocos. 

(7 
VVhen ciuel Nero died th* Hiſtorian tells, |f 
.» HowRome aid morn with Bonefires, Plays & Bells, | ni 
| IS | ti 
- Remarkable for contempt and ſhame have the ; | v 
ends ofmany Bloudy Tyrants been; ſo Pompey the: | n 
Great, of whom Chaudian the Poet ings. ES &. 
Nudus paſeit aves jacet- en qui poſſidet orbem. . | . 
Exigut teUUyUs HH0ps—— =_ » ! | 
_ _ Bird#-eat bis-Fleſh, lo now he cannot have [ 
VI ko.rdf gibt world, a ſpace to make a Gwe. j 


- . 
” + " 


ut'] The like-is ſtoried of Mexander the: Great, wha 
ph Jby unburicd thirty -days, and Y/Yilliam the Con-+ 
e-Jaeror, wich many other ſuch Birds of prey; 
as [yhilſt a beneficial and holy life is uſually cloſed 
3 Jip in an honourable and much lamented death. 

is'} For mine own-part, I wiſh I may ſo order my. 
sf Converſation in theWorld, that I may live wheg þ 
- | am dead in the Aﬀe@tions of the beſt, and leave - 
$ {| an honourableTeſtimony in the Conſciences of the. 
e | worſt ; that 1l may oppreſs none, do good to all; 
e | and ſay when I die, as good Ambroſe did, 1 am nei» 
e | ther aſhamed to live, oor. afraid to die* 


ho — ——y CY —— — — _—_ —_ 


; MEDIT, Bl 


; | Upon the ſaght of 2 Black-bird taking Sanduary in: a: 
Buſh from a pusſuing Hamk. | 


Hen I'faw: how hardly the pcor Bird was- 

put to it to ſave her ſelffrom her Eneny, 
who hover'd juſt oyer the-Buſh in which ſhe was- 
fluttering and ſqueceking, I conld-not bur haſtento«, _ 

| relieve hery.( pity and ſuccour being a duedebt to<., 
{ the diſtrefled ) which when I had done, the Bird' 7 

| would not depart from the Buſh;thangh her-Ene-- 

'] my were gone; this att of kindneſs was abundant . 

ly repaid by this Meditation, with which return: 

| & ro my walk, My. Soul, like this Bird, was+. _ 

oncediſtreſſed, purſued, yea ſeized by Satan,who.. 

| had certainly made a-_ pray of it, had not Jeſvs * 
Ehriſt been a Sanftuary to it in that honor of. dan-- 

Bapeeady id | and hen £2 TOcgpO ny poor: 


"2 _ 
l * , 
v CS - 
\ 
I 7 4 
ES of - , 
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* Soul into his protetion * Thea did he make good 


-come unto me,-I will irne wiſe caſt out. It call'd 
to mind that pretty and pertinent- Story of the 
Philoſopher, who walking in:the Fields, a Bird 
_ by a Hawk,flew into his Boſom ; he took 

-out, and ſaid, Poor Bird, 1 will neither wrong 

#bee, nor- expoſe thee to thine Enemy, ſince thou cams 
4 unto me for refuge, So tender, and-more than 
0, is the. Lord Jeſus to--diſtreſſed Souls, that 
come- unto him; - Bleſſed Jeſus!- how ſhould] 


me. If this Bird had fallen into the Claws of-her 
Enemy, ſhe had * been torn to pieces indeed and 
deyoured, but then a few minutes had diſpatcht 
her, and end&d all her pain and miſery ; but - had 


no end of its miſery, - 
Would not this fcared BirdbeAluſht out of the 
-Buſh- that- ſecured her, thougW1 had chaſed a- 
way her Enemy ? And wilt thon ( my Soul 
{ ever be inticed or ſcared from Chriſt thy refuge } 
EO let this for- ever ingage thee to- keep cloſe 
> toChrilt, and make meſay with Ezra, and now,. 

'O Lord } :ſinee thou haſt given me-ſuch a deli- 
verance as this, -ſhould-I -again break thy Copm-+ 
nangdments? '- _ 


that ſweet Promiſe tomy experience; Thoſe that | ' 


love and praiſe thee ? Glorifie and admire'thee, | P 
for that great 'Salyation thou haſt wrought for Þ 


+ fallen .ints the hand of Satzn, there had | 


ME D=#. | 
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MEDIT, IV. 


Upon the /ipht- of divers Lennets intermingling with # 
Flock of Sparrows. 


| Ethinks theſe Birds do fitly reſemble the 
M Gaudy Covrtiers, and the plain Peaſants ; 
{ How ſpruce and. richly adorned with ſhinin and 
rarious coloured. Feathers, (like Scarlet, richly 
14 hid with Gold and Silver Lace) are thofe ? How 
plainly clad, in a home-ſpun Countrey Rufſet. are 
theſe ? Fine Feathers ( ſaith our Proverb ). make 
x | jroud Birds ; and yet the Feathers of the Sparrow 
| are as uſefal and beneficial, both for warmth and 
fight, though not ſo gay and ornamental as the 
others; and if both were ſtript out of their Fea- . 
{ thers, the Sparrow wauld prove the better Bird of _ 
the two ; by which I ſee, that the greateſt worth 
| doth not always lye under the hneſt Cloaths, 
And beſides, God can make mean, and homely 
Garments as uſeful-and beneficial to poor deſpi- 
kd Chriſtians, as the ruffling and ſhining Gay 
ments of. wanton;Gallants are to them ; and whe 
God ſhall ſtrip Mea our of all. external. Exc&llen 
cies, theſe will be found to-excel their glittering 
* Neighbours, in true worth and excellency. _ , 

Little would a Man think ſuch ith Treaſures. 
of Grace, Wiſdom, Humility, &c. lay under ſome 
Ruſſet Coats: - © 

See ſub attrita latitat ſapientia veſte. 

Under poor. Garments more true. worth may be. 

Than under Silks that. whiſtle, Who but he ? | 
Whilſt 
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Whilſt on the other ſide,the Heart of the wick- 
ed (as Solomon hath obſerved) is little worth, how 
mucit ſoever his Cloaths be worth. Alas! it falls 
out too frequently among us, as it doth-with Men 
in the I1dies,who walk oyer the rich Veins of Gold | 
and Silver Oar, which lyes hid under a ragged 
and barren ſarface, and know it not. For my 
own part, I'defire not to value any Man by what 
5extfinſical and worldly, but by that true inter« 
nal excellency of Grace, which makes the Face to 
-Hhinein the Eyes of God and good Men : I would 
contemn a vile Perſon, tho” never ſo glorious in 
the Eye of the Worjd ; but honour ſuch as fear : 
the Lord, how ſordid and deſpicable ſoevyer ta 


appearance. 


_ MEDITAT:. V. 
Upon the ſight of a Robbin-red-breaft picking up a | 
FForm from a Mole-bill, then Raiſing. 

Bſerving the Mole working induſtriouſly be: 
Y neath, and the Bird watching ſo intently a- | 
ove ; I made a ſtand to obſerve the iſſue. When 
10a little time the Bird deſcends and ſeizes upon a 


— 


_ the Enemy below that hunted her, but fell to the 
ſhare of another which from above waited for-her, 
My thovghts preſently ſuggeſted theſe Meditations 
from that occaſion ; methovght this poor Worm 
ſeem't to be the Emblem of my poor Soul, which 
5 more endangered by its own Luſts of Pride and 
| : Covetouſneſs, 


Worm, which 1 perceived was crawling apace from | 
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Covetovſneſs, than this Worm was by the-MTE 
and Bird ; my Pride,like the aſpiring EATS yo 
for it above ;. my Covetouſueſs, like this 10oat- 
ranean Mole, digging for it beneath;- Padr $oul ! 
Whata ſad Dilemma art thong to? If thou 
go down into the Caverns of t;.FEarththerethqu. 
art a prey to thy Covetouſneſs that Juimts t 

and if thou aſpire, or but creep up 

Pride waits to enſnare thee. 


{ the way of Life is above to the Wiſe, &7g;/ << 


' + unburrovghed and ferrited out this Worm for the |. © 


Whither wilt thou go ? aſcend than may x 
avain elation, but by a heavenly converſation,” b&s- - - 
ide which, there is no way for thy preſervation ' 


_Again,I could not but obſerve the accidentalbes - =; 
nefit this poor harmleſs bird obtain'd bythe labonywe= 
of the Mole,who hunting intentionally for her ſelf, 


Bird, who poſſibly was hungry <nopgh, and could: 
not have been relieved for this time, but by the - 
Mole,the fruit of whoſe labours ſhe now feeds up- * 
on, Even thus the Lord oft-times makes good his 
word to his People : The wealth of the wicked 15 laid 
.#p for the juſt. And again, The earth ſhall be'p the 
YYoman. This was fully exemplified in PDavid,to 
whom MNabal, that churliſh Muckworm, {peaks all 
in Poſleſſives. Shall I take my bread,,&c., and giut it 
#0 one 1 know not whom? And yet David reaps the - 
fruit of all the pains and toyl of NVabal at laſt. Let 
it never incovrage me toidleneſs, that God fome= 
times gives his Peopte the fruit of others ſwear; but 
if Providence reduce me to neceſlity,and diſable me: 
from helping my {elf 3 1 doubt not then but it wilt 
provide Inſtruments to do it, The. Bird was an; + 
- hungry and could not dig. MEDIT. 


Occaſional Meditations. 


OT MEDIT. VI. W 
"Gy +3 | I 
Upon the ſhooting of two Finches flobting in the Air. 
OW ſoon hath death ended the quarrel be. 
| Ewixt theſe two little Combitants ! Had 
better, they might have lived longer ; | pac 
contention ,that gave boththe op- | pe 
and provocation of their Death ; and | Mt 
Hhongh hving they could not, yet being dead they ty 
> canlye is etly together in my hand. my 
© - Fooliſh Birds, was it not enough that Birds of 
watched to devour them, but they muſt. 
— peck . and ſcratch one another ? Thus have 1 
| _ the Birds of Paradice ( Saints I mean ) tear- 
and wounding-each other, like ſo many Birds 
— ww; and by their unchriſtian Conteſts givin 
the occaſion of their common Ruine ; -yea,-an 
that not only when at liberty, as theſe were, but 
when engaged alſfo:; and yet, as one well ob- 
ferves ; ifever Chriſtians will agree, *twill either 
bein a Priſon, or in Heaven, for in a- Priſon 
-| their quarrelſome Luſts lie low, and [in Heaven 
+ | they ſhall be utterly done away. + 
— But Of. What pity is it, that thoſe: who: ſhall 
agree ſo perfectly in Heaven, ſhould bite and de- 
vour each other upon Earth? That it ſhould .be 
ſaid of them, as one- ingeniouſly obſerved, who | * 
ſaw their Carkaſes lie together, as if they had lo» | | 
vingly embraced each other, who fell together by. || 
” a Duel, Quanta amicitia ſe mnvicwn ampieFuntuy ; | 
qui-mutua & implacabili inimicitia per cerunt ? : 
Imbr a-- 
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| . Imbracing one another, now they he, 


Who, by each-others #loody Hands did die. 


Or as he ſaid, who obſerved how quietly and 
_y the Duſt and Bones, even of Enemies 
jd lie together in the Grave ; Non tants vivs 


Ir. 


Ce 

d 

> | pace conjunts4 eſſetis ; you did not live togerher ſo 
>= | peaceably. If Conſcience of Chriſt's Command | 
4 | will not, yet the Conſideration of common Safe- 
y | ty ſhould powerfully perſwade to Unity and A- 

' I niity. 

'# 

t. 

| 


——_—. 
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MEDIT. VIL 
| Upon the ſinging of a blind Finch by Night. 


I 2 Dear Friend, who was a great Obſerver 
| A of the Works of God in Nature, told me, 
That being entertain'd with a fight of many 
Rarities at a Friend's Houſe in Londox ; among 
other things, his Friends ſhewed him a Fmcb., 
whoſe 'Eyes being put out, would frequently 

figg, even at midnight. This Bird, in my Opint- 

| 'on, is the lively Emblem of ſuch careleſs and 

unconcerned Perſons, as the Prophet deſcribes , 

Amos 6, 4, 5, 6. Who chant to the Viol, when 

adiſmal night of trouble and affliction hath over- 

ſhadowed the Church. You wonld have thought it 

'| ſtrange to have heard this Bird ſing in the Night, 

when all others are in a deep filence ; -ex 

the Owl, an unclean Bird, and the = + 

Ww 


% 
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which before we made the Emblem of the Hy- Þ 


pocrite. And as-ſtrange it is, that any except 


the Prophane and Hypocritical,- ſhould fo un- I. 
ſeaſonably expreſs their Airth and Jollity ; that 


any of $S0#'s Children 'ſhould live in Pleaſure , 


whilſt ſhe her ſelf lies:in Tears. The People of 
God, in P/al. 137: tells us, in what poſtures -of- 
Sofrrow they fate; even like Birds, with their" 
Headsmnder their VVings, during the night of: 
their captivity. How ſhall we ſing the Lords Songs 
-#n 4ſtrange Land ? *Tis like enovgh, ſuch as can” 
fing and chant in the Night of the Church's! 


Trouble, have well feathered their Neſts in the 
Days of her Proſperity ; However , let them 
know,. that God will turn their unſeaſonable 
mirth into a ſadder Note; and thoſe that now 
ſit fad and ſilent, ſhall ſhortly ſing for Joy of 
Heart, when the Winter is pait, the Rain over 


and gone, the Flowers appear- again upon the 


Earth, and the time of the Singing of Birds is 


| come. 


——C 
— 


MEDIT. VIE. 


—_— <_—_— —— 
: 


| Upon the comparing of two Birds Nefts. 
| * & pretty to obſerve the Structure and 


- thele little Archite&s, who, though they a not 
by Reaſon and Counſel, but only by natural In- 


| ſtin&, yet Reaſon ir ſelf could hardly have con- - 
| trived 


a nearer Building of ſuch ſimple Materials. 
How 


OF Commodiouſnefs of the Habitations of 


; , 


> = = & ==» 28 SB * 


—— 
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bow neatly hath the Thruſh ceiled or plaiſtred 
* tis Neſt, with admirable Art and Induſtry ? 
Po ow warmly hath the Finch matted his ? And 
ie rb well fenced againſt the Injury of the Weas 


/ 
oO 


hn confortably hath Nature provided coh- 


jent Habjtations, for theſe weak and tender- 


. gung Ones, who have warm Lodging, a 
f wicty of Proviſtions hourly brought them , 


fthout. their Care or Pains ? This triffling Ob- 


; If ſv2geits ro my Thoughts, a more excellent 
$044 ſerious Contemplation, even the wonderful 
» $4 voparaliePd Abaſement of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
"J# my fake voluntarily ſabmitted himſelf to a 
\ Fibre deſtitnte and negleRted State, than theſe 
- Yirds of the Air; for at. 8. 20. he” faith, The 
e foxes have holes, and the Birds of the Air bave 


its ; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay bis 
kad. 


Pulpibus in ſaltu rupes exciſa latebras 
Prabet & aereis avibus dat ſilva quieter : 
Aſt bominis Nato nullis ſuccedere tedtis 

Eft licitum = — 


Heinſ. in loc. 


The craggy Rock to Foxes holes affords, 

The pleaſant VVoods, a reſting place to Birds : 
4 For Christ no fixed Habitation's found, 

But what was borrowed, or the naked ground. 


© melting Conſideration ! that the glorious 
"mn of God, Job. 1. 14. The Lord of Glory. 
Jam, 2, 1: 


| mm" , 


- 3f2 Occaſional Medit a tions. FJ. 
Jam.2, 1. The brightneſs of bis-Fatber's Glory, Heh; 
1.3. YVho was rich, 2 Cor.8.9. And thought -it u 
robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2.8, who from alli 
eternity was infinitely and'ineffably delighting ani 
reſoyeing in the boſom of bis Father , Prov. 8. 3c 

hat he, 1 fav, ſhould manifeſt himſelf in fl 

'2 Tim. 3. 16, Yea, in the likeneſs of /inful fleſh; 
Rom. 8. 3. That is, in fleſh, that had the marks 
and effetts of ſin upon it, as hunger, thirſt, painzg& 
wearineſs and mortality ; and not only ſo, but of 
chuſe -ſuch a State. of outward meangeſs' and pe 
verty, never being poſlefled of a Houſe 'in-thiy 
World; but living as a Stranger in other Mer 
Houſes, and ftooping in this reſpe&t to a low 
Condition than the very Birds of the Air, and all. 
| this for Enemies. © let it work 

 Quanro proms both admiration and thankfulne 
Tg. Bonn, 4n-my Soul:! my. Body is better ac 

* Bartor, Ber. commodated than the Body of m 
Lord. Dear Jeſus! by how much the viler thow 
madeſt thy ſelf for me, by ſo-much the deare 
ſhalt thou be to me. | 


| —_——_— 


MEDIT. IX. 


Upon the early ſinging of Birds. 


_TOw am I reproved of Sluggiſhneſs by thefe | 
Z watchful Birds ! which chearfully entertain 
the very dawning of the Morning , with their 


chearfal and delightful warblings ! they ſet their Þ; 
little | * 
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"IFlitle Spirits all a-work betimes, whilſt my no- 


er Spirits are bound, with the Bonds of ſoft 
d downy Slumbers. For ſhame my Soul! ſuf- 
r not that Publican fleep to ſeize ſo much of thy 
ze; yea, thy beſt and freſheſt time; reprove 
4 chide thy flug iſh Body, as a good Biſhop 
e did; when upon .the ſame occaſion he ſaid, 
rrexerunt paſſeres, @ ſtertunt Pontifices, 


T be early cir ping Sparrows may YeprovVe 
Buch lazy Biſhops as their Beds ao love, 


WOf many Sluggards it may be ſaid, as Tullp 
I of YVerres, the Deputy of Sicily, Quod nun- 
| folem nec orientem, nec ocoidentem videPat ;; 
zt he never ſaw the Snn riſing, being in Bed 
ſter, nor ſetting, being in Bed before. 
"Tis pity, that Chriſtians of all Men, ſhould 
ter ſleep to cut ſuch large Thongs out of ſo 
ow a Hide, as their time on Earth is, Bur, 
8! It is not ſo much early: riſing, as a wiſe 
Wproving thoſe freſh and free Hours with God, 
Mut will enrich the Soul ; elſe, as our Proverb 
Sth, 4 Man may be early up, and never-the near ; 
a, far better it is to be found in Bed fleeping, 
Fa to be up doing nothing, or that which is 
Irſe than nothing. O my Soul! Learn to pre« 
eſs thy ſelf every morning with the Thoughts 
God, and ſuffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet Opera- 
ns of thy Mind, to be proſtitut- : 
[to Ly things; for that is  Mr- Caſe ja 
perimentally true, which one in "_ mm 
T8 Caſe hath pertinently obſery- 3 
. z That if the, World get the ſtart of Religion 
Q i 


— 
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- in the Morning, it will be hard for Religion} 
.Overtaks it all the Day after. 


_— 


MEDIT. X. 


| ito 
"Upon the baltering of Birds with a Grain of Ha 
()iomes in a ſnowy Seaſon, how the pom 
| hungry Birds were haltred and drawn}. 


by a Grain of Hair cunningly caſt over theſe 
--Heads, whilſt poor Creatures they were buſi 


: 


feeding , and ſuſpeted no danger ; and 


whilſt their Companions were drawn away fro 
them, one after another, all the interruption|Fle; 
gays the reſt, was only for a minute or mp1 
whilſt they ſtood peeping into that hole throat 
Which their Companions were drawn, and thig: 
fell. to their Meat again, as buſily as before.” pl 
= could nat chuſe but ſay, Even thus ſurprizingly aingad 1 


Death ſteal upon the Children of Men, whilſt theys 
wholly mtent upon the Cares and Pleaſures of this Dy jo 
not at all ſuſpeFing its ſo near approach, Ti 
Birds ſaw-not the Hand that enſnared them, nF; 
do they ſee the Hand of Death plucking them ollf 
after another into the Grave. | 
Omnibus obſcuras injecit ills. mans. 
. | Ovid. 
* +, Deaths ſteps are ſwift, and yet no noiſe it malt}. © 
Its band unſcen, but yet moſt ſurely takes, _| .. 
And even as the furviving Birds for a lt”. 
- time ſeemed to ſtand affrighted, peeping aWLE 
- their Companions, and then as buſic 2s everi 


62G 
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"Heir Meat again : Juſt ſo it fares with the care- 
| inconfiderate World, who ſee others daily 
topping into Eternity round about them, an 
r the preſent are a little ſtartled, and will look 
xo the Grave after their Neighbours, and then 
Fil as buſily to their Earthly Imployments and 
'Flaſures again as ever , till their own tura 


mnes. 
j{1khow my God ! That I mult die 'as well as 
Sthers ; but, O let me not die as do others, let 
[We ſee death before 1 feel it, and conquer it be» 
ore it kill me ; let it not come as an Enemy up» 
5 my back, but rather let me meet it as 2 
\Ffiend half way ! Die 1 muſt, but let me lay 
#9 that good Treaſure before I go, at, 6. 19. 
Eary with me a good Conſcience when I goy 
Tm. 4.6, 7. And leave behind me a good Ex» 
ple when I am gone, and then let Death come 


I welcome / 


— EI I" 
— 


— ——_— Fo I 
a | 
Meditations upon BEASTS!) - 


MEDI. 1 


| of 
q 
jj 
of. 


pag Upon the clogging a ſtraying Beaſe, . - 


220080» | 

WLFAD this Zullock contented himſe)# 11 _ 
ILL -maincd quietly within his 07g yobnds, his 
*Pwger had neyes put 5 os lieavy Clog upon 


his 


t. 


tt 
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bis Neck ; but I fee the prudent Husbandnwh, 
chuſes, rather to keep him with this Clog, thafſ- 
loſe him for want of one,, What this Clog is t$h- 
him, that is Affliftion and trouble to me; ha” 
my Soul kept cloſe with God in Liberty and Pri 
ſperity, he would never thus have clogged n 
with Adverſity; yea, and happy were it for o 
if I might ſtray from God no more, who hl 
thus clogged me with ome AfiiQtions, 
with David, 1 might ſay; Before 1 was affiiGedBt 
went aſtray, but now I have kept thy word, Pllliite 
119, 67. 'O my Soul! *tis better for thee, Wy 
have thy Pride clogged with Poverty, thy Ah 
bition with Reproach, thy carnal Expectanah 
with conſtant Diſappointments, than to beFi'4 
Liberty, to run from God and Duty. - Ii: 
?Tis true, I am ſometimes, as weary of thilye 
Troubles, as this poor Beaſt is of the Clog WRe 
draws after him, and often wiſh my ſelf rid 
them 3 but yet, it God ſhould take them off, Whac 
ought I know 1 might have cauſe to wiſh tht 
on apain, to prevent a greater Miſchief. Ty jn 
ſtoried of Baſil, that for many Years he ug! 
forely afflited with an inveterate Head-adf 
{ that was his Clog ) he often prayed for the! 
moyal of it, at laſt God. remoyed it; but1 
ſtead thereof he was ſorely exerciſed with t 
motions and temptations of Luſt, which wit anc 
he perceived,” he as earneſtly defired his Hap n61 
ach again, to prevent a greater Evil.. Lott pre 
If my Corruptions may be. prevented by my 
fiction, I refuſe not to be clogged with theg 
but my 'Soul rather deſires thou wouldſt ha 
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e time when [I ſhall be for ever freed from them- 


oth 
Mt & m 


5 t& — — 
MEDIT. 1. 


I 
Prog 
I @Uhon the Love of a Dog to his Maſter, 


I " 


OW many weary ſteps through mire and 
dirt, hath this poor Dog followed my 
forſe” s heel to day? And all this for a very poor 
ward, for all he getsby it at night, is but Bones 
1 Blows, yet will he not leave my Company, 
ob it is content npon ſuch hard Terms, to travet 
ith me from day to day. 
{ "O my Soul ! What, conviation and ſhame may 
{this leave upon thee? who art often-times even 
ary of following thy Maſter Chriſt, whoſe 
' WRewards- and Incouragements of Obedience are 
SH incomparably ſweet and ſure, 1 cannot beat 
& Wy duck this Dog from following me, but every in- 
Feonſiderable trouble is enough to diſcovrage me 
in the way of my Duty. Ready I am to reſolve 
ev thar Scribe did, Mat. 8. 19. Maſter, I will foj- 
Wiw thee wh; ther ſoewer thou goeſt ,, But how doth 
F'my Heart faulter when 1 muſt encounter with: 
The difficulties of the way? O | Let me make a 
4 whole Heart-choice of Chriſt, for my Portion 
F20d Happineſs ! And then 1 ſhall never leave himg 
A hor turn back from following him, though the 
ſi difficulties were much more, "and the pre- 
a te; much lefs, 


Q 3 MEDIT,. 
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MEDI T. 1Il. 


Upon toe fighting of two Rams. 


FTYAking notice how furiouſly theſe Sheep 
* Which by nature are mild and gentle, dif 
yet like Bulls puſh each other, taking their adgy 
* vantage by going back to meet with a greatafſþ 
Rage and Fury. Methought I ſaw in this a plalt 
Emblem of the unchriſtian Conteſts: and Ani; 
moſtttes which fall out amongſt them that ' 
themſelves the People of God, who are in Seripſfy : 
ture alſo ſtiled Sheep, for their meekneſs and i Wat 
-Nocency ; and yet, through the remaining cor 
ruptiogs that are in them, thus do they puſh eadſ— 
other ; (as one long fince complained ) 01 > 
CHS- RE; | 


1's 


Cum duo converſ;s intmica in prelia tauri, 
Frontibus incurrunt 


Shall Chriſtians one another wound and puſhy \ 
Like furious Bulls, when they together ruſh ? lit 


th 
The fighting of theſe Sheep doth in two ref þ 


ſpeds, notably comport with the ſtmaful Practice} | 
of contending Chriſtians, 1. That in this fight yp 
they-engage with their Heads one againſt ano}-h 
ther ; And what are they but thoſe Head-nottF y 
ons, or Oppoſition of Sciences, falily ſo called, that} x 
have made ſo many Broils and Uproars in the] | 

| 

( 


Chriſtian World ? O ! What claſhings have theſe 


heady Opinions cauſed in. the Churches ? Firſt 
« Heads, 
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leads, and: then Hearts have claſhed, Chriſtt- 
$ have not diſtinguiſhed betwixt Adver/arius 
tis, & perſonz 3 an Adverſary to the Opinion, 
nd to the Perſon ;, but dipt their Tongues and 
opens in Vinegar and Gall, ſhamefully aſperling 
jd reproaching ons another, becauſe their Un- 
af rſtandings were not caſt into one Mould, and 
taldeir Heads all of a bigneſs, But, 2. That which- 
{untry-men obſerve from the fighting of Sheep, 
What it preſages foul aud ſtormy Weather, is muctr 
"Anore certainly conſequent upon the fighting of 
"Chriſt's Sheep. Do theſe claſh and puſh ? Surely 
Ht is an infallible Prognoſtick of an enſuing Storm ,. 
Mal. 4. 6. - 


po EET 


- 
_——_ 
—_ 


— —_— 


i i WEDTI.. Iv 


Upon the Catching of a Horſe in a fat Paſture. 


Hen this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort: 
Leas, where he had much Scope, but 

little Graſs, how gentle and tractable was he 
then ? He would not only ſtand quiet-to he ta- 
ken, but come to hand of his own accord, and- 
follow me up and down the Field for a Cruſt of 
JF Bread, or handful of Oats ; but ſince I torned 
4 him into this fat Paſture, he comes no more to 
' me; nor will ſuffer me to come near him ; bur 
| throws up his heels wantonly againſt me, and 
flies from me, as if 1 were rather his Enemy than . 
'} BenefafFor, In this I behold the Carriage of my 
| own Heart towards God, who the more he hath 
| Q 4. done 
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cone for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from 
'Ne; In a low and afflicted State, how traQable 


s:my Heart to Dnty ? then it comes to the Foot 
27 God voluntarily ; but in an exalted Conditi- 


aid tratable in the H/ilderxe/s, but when fatted 
+> 274t rich Paſture Canaan, Then, we are Lords, 
1:2 will comc no-more to thee, How ſoon are all 
God's former Benefits forgotten ? And how of- 
ten 1S that ancient Obſervation verified, even in 
is own People ! 


Mz]z my fony Te x15 nes 0x61 2ap1s, 
Poſt munera cito. conſeneſcit gratia. 


No ſooner do we Gifts on ſome beſtow, 
But preſently our Gifts Gray-headed grow, 


'But that's a bad Tenent, that will maintain 2 


Suit at Law againſt his Landlord, with his own 


Rent ; and a: bad Heart that will fight againſt 
God: with his own. Mercies. I wiſh it may be 
with my Heart, as it is reported -to be with the 
Waters 1n the Kingdom of Congo, that are never 


©.ſweet to the Taſte, as when the Tide is at the 


.. 


| 


Wi 
th 
fat 
WI 
in 
th 
n 
[- 
hi 
ti 
V 
F 
ll 
1 
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om MEDITAT. V. 


ble 
"wy . Upon the Funtiag of a Deer. 

y % 
od i 5 full-monthed cry of. theſe Dogs, which" 
of] L from the morning have hunted this poor: 
I tired Deer, Which is now n9 lofhger able to ſtand - 


defore them, but is compaſitd round with them, , 
who thirſt for, and will preſently fuck her Blpod 3 
brings to my Thoughts the Condition and-State - 
of Jeſtts Chriſt, in the days of his Fleſh, who 
mas thus hunted from-place to place:by blood-- 
thirſty Enemies, Upon this' very accounts-the : 
22 Pſal.” which treats of his Death, is inſcribed. 
with the Title of .4/jzleth Shabay, which ſtgnihes 

the Hind of the Morning, and fully imports the= 
ame Notion, whict this'occafion'preſented me- 
with ; for look, as the- Hind or Deer,” which. 1s - 
intended to be run down that day, is. rouzed by. 

the Dogs early in the morning.* So was Chrilt, ; 
| in the very morning of his. Infancy; by ga 6 ; 

Herod, and that cruel Pack-confederated with. 
him; Thus was be chaſed from place: to. paces; 
til that was fulfilled whith- was prophetically - 
written of him in Yeyſ. 16. of the fore-cited ! 
i Pſalm ;, For Dogs have compaſſed me about, the aj- 
ſembly of the wicked bave incloſed me ;. they piercecs 4 
my bands and my fect. 

And. canſt thou expe& ; O' my Soul * to » 
fare ,-better- than he did , . or - eſcape the = 
Rage of 'bloody men ? - Surely, it. the= Spi--> 
rig of- Chriſt” dyell- in: thee ; if . his Holineſs*3 
| | Q.5 nhave'e 
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> have ſavoured thee, theſe Dogs will wind it, and 
give thee chaſe too they go upon the Scent of 
Holineſs ſtill * an& would hunt to deſtru&ion 
every one, in whom there is al:quia Chriſti, any | 
hing of Chriſt, -4f the gracious Providence of 
the Lord did not ſometimes rate them off - For 
it is no lefs a pleaſure, -which ſome wicked ones 
take in hunting the People of God, than what 
Glaudian.the Poet obſerves men uſe to take in, 


hurting wild Beaſts, 
JT 


Venator defaſſa thero quum membra reponit 
Mens tamon ad Sylvas, & ſua luſtra redit. 


Whilſt weary Huntſmen in the Night do ſleep; 
Their Funcies in the Woods, ſtill bunting keep, 


Lord ! ſhould-I with the Hypocrite decline 


the Profeſſion and PraQtice of Holineſs, to eſcape 
the. Rage of-perſecuting Enemies, at what time 
wn” hen my. own. Conſcience would begia to 
tunt me like a Blood-hound ; let me rather chuſe 
tgbe chaſed by men than God, to flee before. 
. purfoing Enemies, than, be dogged from day to 
day with a guilty.Colfſgence... NIE 


F C. l4 4) "uy 4 £ A; PF; p. 


| F 
and _ | | Tere tet 


t of 2. re WER 3 
ion AGE ASE | 
"| Med:tations upou TREES. 
For 6 

nes 
hat 
In;Þ Upon the fall of Bloſſoms, nipt by a-froſty Morning; | 


Boogns in-an early Spring, Froit-trees ent-- 

boſſed with beautiful- Bloſſoms of * various - 
Colours, which breathed forth their delicious O- - 
dours into the circumambient* Air, and adorn= - 
ed the Branches on which they grew, like-1o * 
many rich Jewels, or- glittering -Pendents 3 and * 
further obſerving, how theſe perfumed” Bloſſoms - 
dropt off, being bitten with the Froſt,” and-dil-. 


ME D IT. 


fo coloured all the Ground, as-if a ſhower of Snow= * 
-| had fallen, I aid within-my ſelf, theſe ſweet - 
q and early Bloſſoms are not unlike my: ſweet and + 
4 carly Aﬀedtions to the Lord, in-the days of my - 
J firſt acquaintance with him: Oy What fervent - 
| Love? panting Deſires, and heavenly. Delights 5 


beautified my-Sout in thoſe days! the odoriferous bo 
Scent : of the. ſweeteſt Bloſſoms ;+the -Mornings 
breath of the moſt fragrant Flowers,. hath-noz = | 
half that ſweetneſs with which thoſe my: firſt =: 
AﬀeQtions - were enriched. O ! happy time,,. 
thrice-pleaſant Spring! My Soul hath it {filÞ-in 3 
remembrance, and is- humbled within -me:; fore 
theſe alſo were but Bloſſoms. which nox-are nipt*® 
and faded, that-firſt flouriſh.is gone; wp Heartls 


is 
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Bike the Winter's Earth, becauſe thy Face, Lord ! 


to me like a Winter Sun. Awake, 0: North 


Wind ! and come South Wind, blow upon my G ar- 
den, that the Spices thereof may. flow -out; then let: 


my. Beloved come into his Garden, and eat his pleaſant} 


Bait ! 


_—  — — — — —— _ — 


MEDIT. I. 
_ Tipon [the Knitting or Setting of Fruzt. 


Y I of a Tree, ſet and knit, though the flouriſh 


ment of the expected Fruit.be left ; yet then the 
'Aryit-1s- much better ſecured from the danger of 
Froſts and Winds, than whilſt it remained in the 
FÞwer- or. Bloſſom ; - for now it hath paſt one 
/ efithoſe Critical Periods, in which ſo many Trees 

miſcarry and loſe their-Fruit. And methought 
Wis . Natural Obſervation” fairly led me to this 
Theological Propofgtion : That good Motions and ho- 
ly. Purpoſes in the.Soul, are never ſecured and paſt 
zerr moſt -dangerous- Criſis, till. they be turned into 
jrxed Reſolutions, and anfwerable Executions, which is 
as the knitting and ſetting of t 


4 


Upon. this Propoſition: my. melting thoughts: 
thus dilated, happy had it- been - for thee, -my: 


Soul ? had all the bleſſed Motions of the Spirit 


from: 


Have often obſerved, that when the Bloſſoms. 


thereof be gone; and nothing bnt the bare-Rudi- | 


been thus knit and fixed in thee. Oh, how have- 
mine AﬀeQions. blown. and budded- under: the: 
Karm. Beams of the- Goſpel! But: a. chill blaft: 


OY >  ],  MO4M ca od 
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from- the Cares, Troubles and: Delights: of the- 
World without) and” the Vanity and Deadneſs 
of the Heart within: have blaſted all ; my Good-. 
- | neſs hath been but as a Morning Dew, or early: 
-ÞCloud that vaniſheth away: And even of Di- 
F vine Ordinances I may fay; what is ſaid of Hu-. 
mane Ordinances, They have periſhed in the uſirig.' 
* A: Bloſſom is but-frudus imperfetFus, @ ordinabte 
lis, an imperfeC&t thing in it ſelf, and ſomething 
in order to Fruit; a good Motion and holy Pur- 
poſe, is- but opus imperfeFun, &* ordinabile, an 
-jmperfet- Work , in order to a compleat 
Work of the. Spirit ; when that primus impetus, 
thoſe firſt Motions were ſtrong. upon my. 
4 Heart, had I then purſued them-in the force and 

' vigour of them, how many Difficulties might I 
have overcome ?- Revive thy Work, O Lord 1 
and give not to my SouLa miſcarrying Womb, or 
dry Breaſts. - 


—_— —_—_ —C 


MEDITT., Ik 
Upon the ſaght of a fair ſpreading Oak. 


7 Hat a lofty flouriſhing Tree is here? It 


ingle Tree; every Limb thereof having -the 
Dimenſwons and-Branches of- a Free in it; and: 
yet -as great as it.is, it was once but-a little ſlip, 
which. one might pull up with two Fingers; this 
vaſt Body. was contaiged-vertually, and-potenti+ 
als. ig @ ſmall Acorn... Well then, 1 will never 

+: pM "—_ deſpiſe 


| ſeems rather to be a little Wood, than a-. 


- xs 3 F - # we _— ”—"—— . J_ 
- Ge i, 4 - F/, CF, &”, Fr. # ZY mY « 


= deſpiſe the'day of ſmall Things, nor deſpair of 

* arriving to an Eminency-of Grace, though at 
preſent it be but as. a bruiſed Reed, and the}; 
things- that are in me, be.ready to. die. As [; 
things-.in Nature, fo the things of. the Spirit 
grow up to their fulneſs and perfeQion, by ſlow 
and  inſenſible degrees. : The famous and heroi- 
cal AQs of the moſt renowned Believers, were 
ſach as themſelves could not once perform, or 
it may be think they ever ſhould. Great things 
both in Nature 'and Grace, come from ſmall and 
contemptible Beginnings. 


—— 
_—_— ——— 


MEDIT. IV. | ex 


Upon. the- ſight of many Sticks lodged in the. Bran# | ti 
ches of a choice Fruit-Tree, - 1 


' FOw Is this Tree batter'd with Stones, and] 
; | loaded with Sticks that have been thrown | - 
at it ? Whilſt thoſe that grow about it, being 
barren, or bearing harſher Fruit, eſcape untouch- 
ed ! Surely, if its Fruit had not been ſo good, its-j = 
uſage had not been ſo bad: - And yet it is af- 
firmed; That fome Trees, as the-Wallnut, &c, 
_ the better, for - being thus bruiſed and bat- 
tered. 

Even thus -it fares in both reſpe&s with: the'} 
beſt of Men ; the -more -Holy, the more envied' 
and perſecuted ; every one. that [paſſes by- will } 
have a fling at them.» Methinks I ſee, how Devils | + 
and wicked ' Mea . walk - round about the "_ 

| Pe- 


© 


A 


\ 
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6 ple of God whom he hath enclokediahis Arms of. 
he (Power, like ſo many Boys- abont 'an- Orchard , 
As hoſe Lips. water to have a fling: at them. But 
re God turns all the Stones of-Reproach into. preci-. 

” Jous Stones to his People; they bear the better- 
jj. (for being thus batter'd. And, in-them, is that. 
re. | cient. Obſervation verified. 


Or | Creſcunt virtutum palme, creſcuntque Corone 
AMutantur munds praelia, pace Det. 


7s 
a 7 be Palms, and Crowns of ertue thus increaſe 5, 
Thus Perſecution's turned into Peace. 


Let me be bnt fruitful to God in Holineſs, and 
ever abounding. in the Work of the Lord, and 
then whilſt Devils and Men are flinging at me ; 
+ | either by Hand or- Tongue Perſecations, I will 
ſing amidſt. them all with the Divine Poet: 


1]- VF hat open Force, or | bidden Charm 
Can blaſt my Fruit, or bring me bart 

LE - _, . : 

| © YVhile the Incloſure 15. thine Arm. 

Herb. Poem. p. 128} 


of 


— —_— — © 


MEDIT; V.. 


Upon the gathering of choice Fruit from a ſcrubbed - 
©  unpromiſing Tree... 


FX 7 Ould any man think to find ſuch rare de-- 
"VV; licious: Fruit upon fuch an . unworthy - | 
Tree to. appearance. as this .is?-I ſhould rather -- 
have. expected the maſk delicions Fruit from-Be 


728 A - Otcaſional Meditation? 


moſt handſome and flouriſhing-Trees; but I ſee I 
muſt neither judge the -worth- of Trees or Men, © 
by their external form and appearance. This is 
not the firſt time I have been deceived in judg-I[** 
ing by that Rule; under fair and promiſing 
out-ſides F have found nothing of worth, and in”: 
many deformed: deſpicable Bodies, I. have found J'®* 
precious and richly furniſhed Souls. The Sap Fr 
and Juice of this ſcrubbed Tree is concoted into-J'' 
rare and excellent Fruits, whilſt the Juice and Sap I** 
of ſome other fair, but barren Trees ſerves only * 
it 
pi 
ro 
Ee 
Ju 
ti 


to keep them from-rotting, which is all the nſe FF". 
that many Souls-which dwell in beautiful Bodies .J*. 
lerve for; they have (as one faith) animan profale;Þ 

their Souls are but Salt to-their Bodies. Or thus, 


The only ufe'to which their Souls do ſerve, 
1s but like Salt, #hef Bodies to preſerve, tk 


If God have given me a ſound Soul in a-ſound' 
Body, I have a double Aercy to bleſs him for ; 
but whether-my Body be-vigorous and beautiful 
or not, yet let-my Soul be ſo : For as the eſteem 
of this Tree, ſo the eſteem and true honour of e- | - 
very man riſes rather from his fruitfulneſs” and J - 


uſefulneſs, than from his ſhape and form. 


_ 
| — —_—— — 


MEDI'T. VI. 
Uhpon-an excellent, but irregular Tree. 


EEeing a Tree grow ſomewhat irregular, ina} | 
#* very neat Orchard, 4 told the Owner it was. | 
ty that Tree ſtiould ſtand there”; and thar if it” 
wes | 
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en were mine I would root it up, -and thereby re- 
$ is fioce the Orchard to- an-exat uniformity, It 
1g-[p4s replied to this purpoſe, That he 'rather. re- 
ina $arded the Fruit than the Form ; and that this 
in light inconveniency was abundantly peeponde- 
ng rated by a more conſiderable advantage, This 
ap Free, /aid he, which you would root up, hath 
to {yielded me more Fruit than many of thoſe Trees 
m wich have nothing elſe to commend: them, but 
ty their regular Scitnation. I could not but yield 
$19 the Reaſon -of this Anſwer ; and could wiſh 
eg $it had been ſpoken ſo loud, that all or unifor- 
» Jpity men had heard it, who will not ſtick to 
 groot up many hundred of the beſt Bearers in-the 
*Eord's Orchard, becauſe they ſtand. not in an 
_—_ order with other more conformable, but: 
' | eſs beneficial Trees, who do perdere fubſtantians 
4 popter aceidentia, deſtroy the Fruit, ro, preſerve 
, | the Form, 
14 Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh Men are thoſe 
That flrive for Shadows, and the Subſtance loſe. 


OO OT —— —_— — 


— — 
— 


— 
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Meditations upon a Garden. 


SDS I: 
Upon the new Modelling of a Garden. 


Þ'! A Gentlewoman: who had. lately ſeen a atat 
"F and curious Garden, returns to her own 
- with a greater diſlike of it_than ever ; reſolves * 

| to: 
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to new-model the whole Plat, and reduce it to 
a better Form, is now .become fo curious and 
neat, that not a Weed or Stane is ſuffered in it, 


but all muſt lie in exquiſite order 3 and whatever | 


Ornament ſhe had obſerved in-her Neighbours , 

ſhe is now reſtleſs till ſhe ſee it jn her own. . 
Happy were it, thought 1, if in an holy E- 

mulation, every one would thus endeavour to 


rectifie the Diſorders of their own Converſation; [ 


by the excellent Graces they behold in the more. 
heavenly andregular Lives ofothers. Some Chri- 
ſtians there are(l wiſh their number were greater) 


_ whoſe AQtions lie in ſuch a comely and beautiful 


order, that few of their Neighbours can look up« 
on their Examples without ſelf-convittion and 


ſhame ; but few are ſo happy to be provoked un-/ 
to ſelf-reformation by fuch *rare Patterns... E 


ſee it is much eaſier to pull up many Weeds ovt'Þ/ 


of a Garden, than one Corruption out of the 


Heart 3 and to procure an hundred Flowers to a-'} 


dorn a Knot, than one Grace to beautifie the 
Soul. *Tis more natural to corrupt wan to-Envy, 


than to imitate the-Spiritual Excellencies- of 0- 
thers. 


Cm 


—_ 


MEDIT. Il. 


Upon. the pulling up of a Leek.. 


White head and a green tail! How well 

doth this reſemble an: old wanton Lover ! 
V.Vhoſe green youthful Luſts are not extin = 
ea, 
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ed, though his white head declares that Nature 
id is almoſt ſo. Gray Hairs ſhould be always 
| match'd with grave 'Deportments, and the Sins 
a p . of Youth ſhobld. rather- be the Griefs than Plea- 

| ſures of old Age. *Tis fad-when the Sins of the 
» | Soul like the Diſeaſes of the Body grow ſtranger, 
as Nature grows weaker : And'it recals to wy 
mind that ancient Obſervation of enander. 


L*4 


x 

.0 | FS x , , | 

1- I $gowp iyagn; iy, am 184) win. 

"= 

Ef . Sene amore captus, ultimum malum, 
© 


It is the worſt of Evils to behold 
' Strong youthful Luſts to rage in one that's old. 
# *Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who have . 
- one Foot in the Grave, would live as if the other 
'were in Hell? that their Luſts ſhould be ſo live- - 
ly,when their Bodies are three parts dead, Such 
finful Pratices bring vpon them more "contempt 
/ and ſhame, than their hoary Heads and reverend 
ÞF Faces can procure them Honour, 


Magna fuit capitis quondam reverentia cani, 


Inque ſuo -pretio rugs fenilts erat. 
Ovid. 5. Faſt; 


Gray Hairs, and aged Wrinckles did of old 
Procure more reverence than Bags of Gold, 


But alas * How little reſpect or reverence can 
the hoary Head obtain amongſt wiſe Men, ex- 
cept it be found in the way of Righteouſneſs | 
I think, the loweſt eſteem is too much for ar 
old Servant of the Devil 3 ; and the higheſt ho- 
nour little enough for an ancient and faithful Ser- 
vant. of Chriſt. 

MEDIT. 


_-_ v2, I..L bis & 
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MEDIT. Il, 


Upon a heedleſs Tread m a curious Garden, 


TYAſling through the ſmall Diviſions of a cu- 
rious Knot, which was richly adorned with 
rare Tulips, and other beautiful Flowers, I was ' 
very careful to ſhun thoſe Flowers, which indeed 
had no other worth to commend them, bur their 


ſpoiled an excellent choice Herb, which though 
it grew oÞſcurely, yet had rare Phylical Vertues 
nit, + 


Treſpaſs I had: committed , I thought 1 could 

ſcarcely make the Qwner a better Compenſation, / 
than by telling him, that herein- (thongh againſt * 

" my will) I did but tread in the Footſteps of the ' 

greateſt part of the World, who are very care- 

fal ( as I was) to keep their dne diſtance from 
ſplendid , though wortuleſs Gallants , mean- 

- While trampling vpon, and eruſhing under. foot, 

- the obſcure, but- moſt precjous Servants of God 

in the World; As little do.they heed theſe moſt 

- excellent-Perſons, as I did this precious Herb. 


Summa ingenia in occulto. ſepe latent, 
faith Plautus, 


Rare Wits and Herbs ſometimes do ſculk and ſhrink 
In ſuch blind holes, as one would little think, 


For my own part, I deſire. to tred upon no 
man with the-Foot of Contempt and Pride, 


A 


exquiſite Colours, and unadviſedly trod upon and | 


—— 
& 


When 1 was made ſenſible of the involuntary. I- 


wat + ht woo, 4 = 


— i 


0 Ow, ai " 3. foie of 


— 


A 


7 ets, which I ſuppoſe to be thrown away by. one + 
{ that had formerly worn it : 'Thus, ſaid I, doth 
| the unfaithful World uſe its Friends, .when Pro- 


- ed of. 
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much leſs; upon any good \man ; and that I 
may not, it concerns me to. look before I 
ſtep, I mean«to conſider before I eenſure : had 


I done ſo by this rare Herb, I had never hurt - 
It, | 


MEDIT. IV. 
Upon a withered Poſey taken up in the way. 


Fins: in my walk, a Poſey of ance {weet and 
fragrant, but now dry and withered Flows 


vidence hath blaſted and withered them ; whilſt 
they are rich and honourable, they will put them 
into their Boſoms. as the Owner of this Poſey - 
did , whilſt it was freſh and fragrant ; and as | 
eaſily throw them away, as uſeleſs and worth- 
leſs things, when thns they come to be withered. . 
Such uſage as this Petronius long fince complaig-* 


Cum fortuna manet vultum ſervatis amics 
Cum cecedit turpi vertitis ora fliga, ( i., E.) 


Are they in Honour ? Then we ſmile like Friends? 
And with their Fortunes all ouy . Friendſhip ends. - 


- _ But this looſe and deceitful Friendſhip tin} 
Þ odiouſly in the yery Noſttils of Nature, that 
: A Fes 


ol 2 
- 
© t Y 
a &* _— 
,. - 
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moſt 'vhworthy of a Man. 


Turpe fequi caſum, & fortunz eedere, amicum 
Et nifs ſit felis. eſſe negare ſuum. (1. e. ) 


'Tis baſe to change with Fortune, and deny 
A faithful Friend, becauſe.jn poverty. 


_ -And is this indeed the Friendſhip .of the 
World ?'- Doth it this uſe them whom once it 
honoured ? Then Lord ! let me never ſeek its 
Friendſhip. -O, let me eſteem the Smiles and 
- Honours of Men lefs, and thy Love and Favour 
© more. Thy Love is indeed unchangeable, being 
pure, free, and built upon NG that. 15 muta- 
ble ; thon never ſerveſt thy Friends as the World 
doth-its Darlings. 


— ———————_——_ 
_— 


rOc__—_— 
— 


,MEDIT. YV. 
ny” U;on the ſuddain withermg of a Roſe, 


— 


'IDEing with my Friend in a Garden, we ga- 
FJ thered cach of us a Roſe ; he handled his 
tenderly. ſmelFd to it but ſeldom and ſparingly, 
1 always kept it to my Noſe, of ſqueezed'it in 
*my Hand, whereby-in a. very ſhgrt tune, it loſt 
Soth colour and ſweetneſs, but his ſtilk remained 
as feet and fragrant as if it had been growing 
ppan its own Toot, Theſe Roſes, ſaid I, are 
the true Emblems of the belt and ſweeteſt Crea- 
ture-enjoyments "in the World ; which bei 


- » 


» 4 þ4 
*. + 4 P wo -— 
= CE - x ® g 
bv _ 
- HS; ££& 2 AAS 4 


a Heathen Poet ſeyerely taxes, and coriderys It as 


moderately. - 
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4 noderately.,and cautionſly uſed and enjoyed may 
or a long time yield ſweetneſs to the poſleſſor 
f them; buf#.if once . the Aﬀedtions ſeize too 
Ireedily upon them, and ſqueeze them too' 
ard, they quickly wither in our Hands, and 
re loſe the comfort of them ; and that either 
hrough the Souls Furfeiting upon them, or the 
Lord's righteous andpuſt removal of them, be- 
cauſe of the exceſs of one Aﬀections to them 3 
Zarthly comforts like PiQtoges, ſhew belt at a due . 
ſtance. It was therefore"a-good Saying of 


cab *Ard\ai' Exiyodoxmy KC. 


' Mibi nunquam is placct boſpes Y 
Qui walde preterque modum odit vel amat, 


' 1 like bim not who at the rate 
Of all his might doth love or bate, 


*Tis a point of excellent” Wiſdom to keep the 
-olden Bridle of MGderation upon all the AﬀeRi- 
ns we exerciſe upon Earthly things, and never 
.0 ſlip thoſe Reins, unleſs when they move :0- 
7ards God, in whoſe Love there is no danger 
f excels, 


FEES 


———— 


MEDIT. VI. 
Upon the ſuddain withering of beautiful Flowers: 


"LJOW freſh and orient did theſe Flowers 
LC £ lately appear, when being daſt'd over - 
vith th! "Morning Dew, they ſtood in all their 
: | Pride. 
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Pride and Glory; breathing out their. delicidg- 
Odours, which : petfunied/ the Airfound abol! 
them, *but' now are daver'd. and: fhrivelled up Þ" 
and have neither any deſirable Beauty, or Savors | of 
ig them. a 

S0 vain a thing is the admired Beauty of Cr cal 
tures, which ſo captivates the Hearts, and. Exer-| 
ciſes a pleaſing Tyranny ver the Aﬀe&tions off 
vain man, yet-is as ſud: Pl blaſted as the Beaus} 
ty of a Flower. we J- ; 


48. 


aa , Wy Toke 


. Forma bonum fragile eſt quantumque accedit add 
Fit mino} & ſpaco carpituy ipſa ſus. (anne 
Nec ſemper viole, nec ſemper lilia forent '.. 7 y 
Et riget ami([a ſpina relicka roſa. bac 

 Tempus/erit quo vos ſpeculum widiſſe pigebit, 

Jam veniunt rugs que ti torpus arent, &e. 

| Ovid. de at th 


How frail is Beanty ? In how | ſort a tinke. * 

It fades." like Roſes, which bave paſt their fr in > 
So wrinkled Ape the faireſt Face will flow, ©. WW | 
And. caſt deep furrows on the ſmootheſt Brow. "1 
Then where's that lovely tempting Face #45! An 
Your ſelves would bluſh to view im a Glaſs. - 


a 
IEthen thou delighteſt..i in Beanty (O my Soul) of | 
chaſe that which is laſting.” There is a Beavty Mb 
- never fades,. even the Beauty of - Holine It] 
| inner-Man; this abides freſh-and 0». 
Tient for ever, and ſparkles gloriouſly when/thy- 
face. (the Seat of natural Beauty) is FF 


| is peek and tvathſome. SpeQacle, Holinel» þ4 
enamme] T. 


{4p 


cafond Meditations... | 337 ”» 


ammels and ſ inkles oyer the face of the Soul 
"3h a dy | apa Chriſt himſelf is en- 
Mamour'd ;- ey , Imperfe® Holineſs on Earth is 
v Roſe that brit Tweetly i in the bud ;.in Hea- 
ren it will be fullown; and abide in its prime 


Ro all Eternity. 


Upon the tenderneſs of ſole. cþoice Flowers. 
T. JOw much care is neceilary4o reſerve the 
1 Life of ſome Flowers ? ſt. 
oxed vp in the Winter, others muſt be cov 


: Pich Glaſſes in their foringing up, the fine 
Bad richcft mold muſt be fifted abour the Roots, 


; % aſliduouſly - watered , and all this little © 
; Þ2 th and ſometimes too little to preſerve 


em , :whilit. other common and - worthleſs | 


grow without any help of ours; yea , 
a no leſs to do, to rid our Gardens of 


em, than we have to. make the former grow 


4 Thus ſtands the Caſe with our Hearts, in refe- 
"Race tothe motions of Grace and Sin. Holy 
hts of God muſt be aſſiduouſly watered, by 
= mate: up by Meditation, and defended 
FT Watchfulneſsz and yet al! this is ſonictim es. 
little to preſerve them alive in our Souls; 
? the Heart is a Soil that agrees not 
they are tender things, and-# fnall 


Rs yand Kill them, To this pocpole þ is the 2 


l at-of the Divine Pore,” 
” p ? 'R 
VT: \ 


p 7 4 
x) od 
_ £ 
- ” a” 7 , c 
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wth | 


Yo would H_ cg a 'Þ ll 
fo coy | on 

To be offended Fn I” | 
and go * | 
So ſuddenly away. ha 
Hereafter I bad need” --- Þpir 
. . take heed, & " Þdc 

Toys ren T 06Y | 


_ * x," And wate® Fer opportunities of flight, 4 
+ onPerting. in.a moment, day to night. ; 4 M 


»But vain Thoughts, and unholy Suggeſtion 
theſe ſpread themſelyes, and root deep in tÞ F. 

Heart , they naturally agree with the Soil | 

that it is almoſt impoſſible at any time to |” 

of them. *Tis hard to forget what is our Sin| 

- Temember. V 


'MEDIT. VU: 


"Upon the ſtrange means of preſerving the Li FT 
of Vegetables. = 1 VU 

Obſerye that Plants and Herbs are ſometi IK 
killed by Froſts, and yet without Froſts, i i 

would ncither live nor thrive; they are ſonp 
-zimes drowned by Water, and yet without, Vi Fx 
-ter"they cannot ſubſiſt ; they are re | 
-cheared. by the heat 4 the Sun, and/yies't 


"heat ſometimes kills and ſcorches them up. The; 


= «1 * » 
w Th. . : Te 
Eo 1 $- | : , 
: , TT 


£2 : ' 
: 4 C 


4 Ks , 7 | pe 
Necaftc | Meditagions. | 339 


" 30y Soul; , Troobles and "AffliQtioiis ſeem to 
Þll all avs « drtsg-and-yct- without: theſe its 
;omforts- could;not ws ; The Sun-blaſts of 
hroſperity tometimes refyeſt me, and yet thoſe 

a-blaſts are the likelieſt way to wither me : By 
bat ſeeming. Con adi as wet Life of..g 
pirit preſcryed ?  Wili.a'M Rery-? What aPa- 

dox is the Life of a, Oh ot 170 


> Welcome my Health, this. Silke | 
MedPrines 1d, . 
Wh:n with Diſeaſes! 1 bave I) 


. Fll i for H. | TR 
VVelcame my og, hrs 2 me” 4 
Powers adieu : (able, .  Y 
KThen 1 am weary grown of ſtanding” table, 
{I wiſh for you. © 
PV elcome, my Wealth, this loſs bakgaitd me more: 
| Riches adieu + | ; 


| 4 hen I hh +4 oy 80 þe poor 


Welcome my Credit, this jr gas & Glory : 

| Honours adien : 

"F /FYben far Renown anl Fame l ſhall be forry 

4 Fil wiſh for you. 

--LVelcome Content , this Sorrow 1s my Toy : 

ve Pleaſures adien : 

FF ben 1 defare ſuch Griefs as may annoy - 

0 Pls wiſh for you. 

| Health, Strength, and Riches, Credit and Content, - _ 

HH ſparct- Hot farmetimes- when they are ſpen "9 

| teſs;-and VV eakneſs, Loſs, Diſgrace,and Sorrom . 
FLe Ml moſt ſometimes, when moſt they ſeem to borrow. 
By R 2 And & 
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Andit by thefe contrary and ig zFob: able ways © 
the Lord' preſerves our” Souls inEife, no marval 
then we find ſuch ſtran ang: any and, mingly comrg. 7 
ditory motions of 6ut carts; wnder the variouy - 
dealings of God with us, afic 'are ſtill reſtleſs { } 
'whar -Condirion foever heputs us ;"which reſbf 
46s Frame was-exceelleptiy xpreſſed in-that PiY 
ous Epigramof Rees id Gataker, RC litck 
before his Death. #* 


rains, any Tas 
ficaPd 1 am to be diſpleaſed thus 


n Jear, is want of fears , 
4 | not ſuſpicious. 


: 7 Cammot chuſe but live , becauſe I die ; 
And when 1] am not dead, How glad am It 


Yet, when I am thus glad for ſence of Pain, 
"And careful am be T om careleſs be 
Then'do 1 get fir glad again, 
And feat nee take care for me. 
por, the rec thoughts,this reſt I fi 


For thoſe that reſt not here, there's age 
Jan belek portnaa, AFalete, 7. 
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